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’ Italian Film Chief Scores American 
Pix as Anti-Fascistic See Reprisal 


Rome, Aug. 

Warning that Italy might ot ‘to 
Director General 
Industry, 
Freddi, has 
distressed 
Holly wood 
anti-fascist. 

‘objectionable’ 


ican films, the 
Italian Film 
tore Luigiu 
Italians were 
pleased by 
which they consider 
Heading the list of 


said 


and dlis- 


Ims are ‘Blockade,’ ‘Farewell to 
Arms’ and ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ the lat- 
ter yet to be released. ‘Blockade’ has 
already been singled out for edi- 


torial comment in film reviews here 
as mocking Hollywood’s claim to 
neutrality on political subjects. The 
book, ‘Farewell to Arms,’ has long 
been banned here, and the film 
likewise been shelved. As for film- 
ing of ‘Delight,’ Freddi, director of 
an industry that is state-subsidized, 
state-controlled and frankly consid- 
ered by the as a_ political 
weapon, has surmised that for po- 
litical reasons American intelligence 
service had ‘iirected’ Robert Sher- 
wood to write the play. He added 
that ‘Delight’ would never pass 
Italian censorship. 

Tendency to read political motives 
into American pictures was further | 
illustrated by Freddi’s objection to | 
certain scenes in Metro’s ‘Mat ise 
Walewska’ (‘Conquest’) and ‘Marco | 
Polo’ (UA). In the former, he said, 
the scenes showing Napoleon tended 
to explode the idea that a dictator 
Was a great man, which, of course, 
Memolini’s Italy would not allow. 

And in ‘Marco Polo’ the episode in 
Which the Italian Marco Polo de- 
cided to use the powder, which the 
peaceful Chinese had been using for 
fireworks to make gunpowder also 

need on page 63) 


t+ 
state 


Lone Ranger’ Chee 
Santa Claus the ‘Hi-Yo 


| 
unfavorable measures against Amer- | 


of | 
Commenda- | 
that | 


products | 


| 


|on a Hollywood contract, 





"JESSE OWENS, VALET, 
STILL STAGE- STRUCK: 


TOURIaT b 





Cleveland, Aug. 16. 
Olympic champ Jesse Owens’ luck | 
as a theatrical attraction and busi- 


ness man isn’t so good. 


Negro Clevelandite was banking 


|offered to him after the Olympics. 
Later he organized a dance band 
which didn’t go over so hot. Fol- 
lowed it by barnstorming with a 


has | 


| cleaning 


basketball team, but this also petered 
out 

Nitery owner 
singers but as a 
a better draw 
Early this summer 
political strings to get a berth 
city playground director, but 
blew up after fix was exposed by 
newspapers. Finally he got a WPA 
job, and now he’s opening a dry- 
shop unde: his own 
however, is. still 


here then u 


as a greeter he 
still was 
tracks. he pulled 


as a 


> 


Owens, looking 


| toward Hollywood. 





Howard Hughes and 





Silver’ for Xmas Trade. 


‘Lone Ranger’ will 


replace Santa 


laus as the main kid attraction at | 


Gimbel’s 


department store, 


New | 


or 
k, and several others around the | 


Country which w 
Ing the forthcon 


ing Xmas holid ays. 
ieup has been 


arranged bv 
commer eee. who controls 
will F cial rights. Gimbel 
sirie "s most outs tanding 
lifesi Production with 
ps Z@ animated figures, 
St about $15 000 

fa is a Lona 


the 
replica 
as a the- 
lighting, 
etc., and 


Stunt w Ranger Village 
me itt Papier mache caves. life- 
im ne of eve nts in radio and 
Indian tial, etc. Will include 
Prem Miu Buide thr ugh museum 
ae kids in form of 
is k ‘ 
*Mporium Will be 25c. 
ag will | 
s 22 scaled acec ord o , 
tong budgets elias as rding t ) 
ae Same will 
Tese Coach hi Nc lup, 
K ue, ete. Fair 
Tesge. Newari. 


(Continued 


an 
and 
guns, 
at Gimbe! 


represent a 
runaway hors 
Stote, Chic2g0, 

v 


and Kaufman’ 


On page 25) 


Ray- | 


ill go show biz dur- | 


| reissue play 





HUGHES’ AIR PIC 
ON AMELIA 
EARHART 


Hollywood, Aug. 16 

pictures produced by 
getting a heavy 
in the past three years 


Six feature 


on the cinde r | 


which was | 


sed him | 


job | 


name, | 


will be withdrawn from circulation. 
Hughes is opposed to. exhibitors | 
capitalizing on his recent world- 


girdling flight, which 
the underlying reason for the recent 
run on his productions. 

Films affected are ‘Hell’s Angels, 
‘Scarface, ‘Sky Devils,’ ‘Cock o’ the 
Air,’ ‘Front Page’ and ‘Age for Love.’ 

Hughes is planning return to pic- 
tures as a producer of an air epic 
to cost around $1,500,000. Likely 


he'll release through United Artist 
| which handled distribution of his 
films before he stalked out f Holly- 
wood six years ago 

Undet stood story will pe Da 
the career of Amelia hart ) 


Earh 
perished near Midway Island on het 
round-the-world | flight 
Hepburn will have the lead role 

Corrigan’s RKO Pic 
RKO closed 


a deal yesterday after- 


noon (Tues.) with Douglas Corrigan 
for the filming of his life story and 
the flight he made V1 take’—t 
Ireland Under the deal Corrigan 
will aid the studio in the framing 
of the story as well 1 the p 
duction of the picture. 

Production will start as 
the story can be put into shape. Co! 
'rigan’s price not disclosed. 


he believes is | 


+ ects: 


Ika 





NU. 1 Nt 


'Ho Ilywood Stars and Execs 
Irked by Locust-Lii 
of Backwoods 
Gapers-—It’s an 
Racket for the Boys with, 
the Megaphones, but! 
Otherwise an Awful 
Bother to the Colony 


ike 
Swarms 


CURIOUS BLURBING 


Aug. 16 
flock of film 


stars complain about too much pub- 


Hollywood, 


It is news when a 


licity Not that the boys and girls 
of the picture colony object to the 
space they get in newspapers and 
mags—they never get enough of that. 


Their current high dudgeon is ocga- 


hewonse by the activities of motion 
| picture guides. 

These rubberneck scouts who in- 
fest Hollywood, particularly Sunset 


boulevard, make a living by steering 


ture personalities. They are free 


of the studios, 
formation about the private life of 


jevery star, true or not. 
Multiply the visiting yokel by 
thousands and you have something 


akin to a plague of locusts. The fe- 
|male of the species is even more 
devastating. Between them they vio- 
late the privacy of 
tars alike. 
Situation has become so oppressive 
that the Screen Actors Guild is tak- 
ing it up in a serious way. They 
want something done to guide the 
activities of the guides and to pro- 
tect the privacy of the pic player’s 





| home. 
There is another angle, however, 
for which the actors themselves are 


to blame. Hollywood is full of bit 
players, hungry for publicity but un- 


able to hire flacks. So the ham slips 
the guide a modest stipend for a bit 
of wildcat blurbing. As the carful 
of vokels pulls up in front of a pala- 
tial hacienda, the guide hands them 
lia’ 
Air Castles 
‘The palatial mansion on the left 1 
} hor f Hub Thistlebottom 
th celebra 1 aracter actor 
eu 
Me h Fegibert is living ] 
furnished ) a Chinese laun- 
dry, safe from molestation except fo: 
tt landk ! the owner of f 
acie 1a ( } h I 
lawn i J i 
in 28) 
tt SAG ’ 
) 1 mo Holl ) I i 
il ) t 
‘owls 


yokels around to the homes of pic-| 


male and femme | 


a — 


ANGE 


OK | 


| store, WN. ¥., 


ance pilots, not connected with any | 
but full of inside in- | 


;existence of 


| cident with 








MISS SLEEPER’S HATS 
GET STH AVE. BALLY 


hats and cos- 
designed by Martha 
and legit player, will 
Saks Fifth Avenue 
shortly after 


Window dientey of 
tume jewelry 
Sleeper, film 
| be Saws by 


Labi iT 


Day. It will be the first commer- 
cial hat-designing venture for Miss 
Sleeper. Hats and jewelry are ex- 
pected* to start a new fashion trend. | 
They are described as ‘rather ex-| 
treme.’ 

Miss Sleeper has been designing 
jewelry for some years and has had 
her own business for about a year, 
with a factory in New England and 
display rooms with D. Lisner, nov- 
elty jeweler. She has designed he 


own hats for some time, but did not 


got into it commercially until she 
conceived the new style idea. Saks} 
will give four or six windows to the 


display. 


U.S. FINALLY 


ENTERS INTL 
DRAMA ORG 


the first time in the 11 years’ | 
the Societe 
selle du Theatre, America will be- 
come a member of this international 


For 


theatre group which embraces the 
| artists, directors, musicians, drama- 


tists and scenic 
in theatre play productions. Coin- 
this expression of U. S. 
accord with this French-founded ar- 
tistic body is a move to hold 


12th world congress of the Societe 


Universelle du Theatre in New 
| York next summer, to coincide with 
the World’s Fair. 

It was at last month's private 
sessions in London of the Societe 
that Eugene O'Neill officially no-!| 
tified Firmin Gemier, first president 
and founder of the organization, 


that he would see to it that America 
becomes the 28th nation to have it 
dramatic artisans join 
Although founded in France. it 
embraces most of the artisti wealth 
of Europe. It was the French dram- 
atists’ idea to move the 12th in- 
ternational congress to New Yor! 
ce, during the Pa I ) ) 
of two years ago, the French 
capital learned how advantageou 
wa to concentrate ich con 
to ¢ cide vit ms rt oO i 
World Fair Alread 745 world 
Ou! ire comm! d »y meeting 
N. ncident wit the - vi! 
gy SO € Un el | @u a 
q iasi-oTni ii ) ! i 
i f ry f of t »7 I I 
ye itio Fo! istanc 4 last 
fab Lo 
tne pa nage ’ B [) 
Le lt t D of | 


|stead of 


| World's 
| cessful shows. 
‘fair was reported considering $1 
fee but storm of squawks quickly 


| mission. 
| exposition was the one at Chicago 
|; where 
Univer- | 


| week that the New York exposition 
was 


designers concerned | 


the. 


'No Ship Hotels for N. Y. Fair: 75c Gate 
Faces Criticism; An Out on Gambling? 


+ « 

| Possibility of ships tying up to 
New York piers as hotels during the 
forthcoming World’s Fair is pooh- 
yoohed by the N. Y. Hotel Associa- 
tion. Idea has been kicking around 
but the association claims to have 
full support of the mayor on nixing 


any such propositions, 


Idea would be for coastwise and 
ocean liners to run regular fair 


cruises over certain number of days. 
Visitors would vreturn to ship 
taking to inns and 


in- 
res- 
taurants. 
Mayor nixed regular commercial 
parties, etc., aboard visiting liners 
when they started fad and is set 
against any simulation of idea, par- 
ticularly during the fai Ships ply- 
ing the Bermuda w have 
pulling stunt recently 
have been stopped via legislation 
complaint of taxpayers and hotels 
Increa criticism has started to 
roll in on New York World’s Fair 
officials over the 75c. admi 
currently decided on for 
year of the exposition. 
come mainly from vets in the ex- 
position and big fair business. They 
say it may work but are extremely 
; dubious, pointing to the fact that 
50c. has been the previous high 
Fair admittance fee at suc- 
At one time, the N. Y. 
Zate 


peen 
but 


on 


ate1 
such a 


ing 


Ss:0n price 
the first 
This has 


erased thoughts of such a high ad- 
Most recent big two-year 

the 50c. admission proved 

popular. 
There were all 


signs on sides this 


adjusting its 
placing experienced 
fair’s key spots. 
pertinent moves 
Capt. Jack Riley 
(Continued 


personnel, and 
people in the 
One of the most 
was bringing in 
by Grover Whalen 
on page 25) 


Litlie-Butterworth 
Musical Based On 
Ripley’s Oddities 


Musica] which Harry Kaufman is 
doing for the Shuberts thi eason 
may be built around a series of Rob- 
ert L. Ripley’s ‘Believe It Or Not? 
ketche Nothing is definitely set, 
but Riple ha . id several ¢ 
ence with Kaufman, and R { 
Rod anid to rentz Hart 

suld do the CO 

According to the plan 1 
vhich would star Beatrie is i 
Charles Butterworth ) ! i 
number of the | i 
lramatize 
lines Riple f ° 
fram Out i ’ 
ands of 

ean 
ub 
It 

. 
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RADIO SALES PROMOTION OPINION SEES 
FILMS’ CONTEST AS TEMPORARY HYPO 


. : - *— 
Doubt Value of Contests, as Such, and Believe, on “JESSE JAMES’ 


Basis of Radio Experience, Numbers of Peeved 


Losers Usually Cancels Out Many of Benefits 


ad . 


By BOB LANDRY 


tohir 


Now It Can Be Told. 





Ra ( curiousi* vaten gy Jrom 
he ‘ es e pre ca 1 By JACK OSTERMAN 
t > 
t n ( ‘ ( - . _ ae 
reast é ) e of Irving Berlin’s new 
wae g j Alexander’s Ragtime 
‘ 
) erts i i ( ex t r- 
, t} | Band’ brings to mind now it can be 
prise t the 
i *hed on a i € € | 
W t pre , . Edd é Gar! Was a bellhop at the 
basis to arrive at proper Stanus 1 Ambassador hotel, Atlantic City, 
before proceeding; also that a con- if 
— a while Jack Waldron hopped bells 
test is used. | i 
o ; .. tin Syracuse. 
So great was the curiosity of an; ‘ 
; ' Short Billy Rose was an expert at 
executive of one of the networks that - nort Di SE as a xp 
10 days ago he sent a memorandum | shorih: nd while Fannie Brice was 


to the advertising director of one of 
the film companies (New York), 
asking to be invited to discuss the 
matter purely as an interested out- 
sider with a professional zest in ways 
and means, 

Variety gets the force of both cur- 
rents—first, the film .iz efforts to put 


the contest over, and second, the 
criticism from radio circles of con- 
tests, as an advertising method. In 
radio, where many premiums, give- 
aways, and so on, have long been 
familiar, there is a tendency among 
some of the advocates of other ap- 


proaches to regard the boxtop, the 
cash lure and similar stunts as old- 
fashioned, 

Radio opinion on the film drive in- 
cludes the following points: 

A contest is the inspiration of an 
advertiser who can’t think of any 
other reason for somebody to buy 
his product. 

When people can’t think of any- 
thing basic enough, and interesting 
enough, to say about their product, 
they figure they solve the problem 
by paving people to pay some atten- 
tion to them. 

What happens? 

One person, five people, 50 people 


get prizes. And everybody else who 
entered the contest thinks he has 
been gypped. 

Obviously, everybody thinks his 


answer really deserved the prize—or 
else he wouldn’t have sent it in. 

Net result: The contest has made 
five, 10, 50 friends—and has made 
thousands of enemies, Nobody, after 
all, is going to like you very much 
when you dangle bait in front of 
them and then don’t come through! 

That’s why contests should only be 
used when an advertiser desperately 
needs a quick hypodermic for his 
sales curve. 

That’s why they should be used 
only when the product is a specific 
piece of merchandise—never, never, 
never for an ‘institutional’ drive. 

They should be used only when 
the goal is a temporary increase in 
sales. Because that’s the only thing 
a contest ever delivers: a temporary 
increase in sales; an illusion that 
business is getting better—and a lot 
of ill-will. 

Camel cigarettes had the first of 
the ‘big’ contests—with a $25.000 first 
prize when that was news! It didn’t 
do them any good, either. 

By every count, a contest is bad 
medicine for an ‘institutional’ job. 
It only ‘freezes’ what people think 
about the sponsor at the moment of 
the contest. 

It doesn’t help people improve 
their attitude toward the product in- 
volved. 

All that the film contest will do 
will be to get people to crystallize, 
in their own minds, what they think 
about the films now. 

The motion’ picture’ industry 
shouldn't be asking the public what 
it thinks about films. It should be 
telling them things—the right things, 
of course. Do they know what the 
right things are? 


What the picture people may have 


overlooked is that ‘selling films back 
to America’ is a very different prob- 


lem than the promotion of any in- 


dividual picture or company. 





‘JOKE’S’ NEW FOIL 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Joon Rogers gets the job turned 
down by Phyllis Brooks as femme 
lead in ‘A Very Practical Joke,’ the 
Ricardo Cortez debut film as a direc- 
tor at 20th-Fox. 

Miss Brooks, who refused to play 
the part, is under suspensioy 


| into 


an expert in burlesque till Ziegfeld 
saw her 
Sophie Tucker waited on table in 
f home tow Hartford. and now 
e Prince Wales waits on her 
ok many months Abe Ly- 
to resist answering anyone who 
velled taxi because he drove a Chi- 
cago ell before he drove 
dance s crazy with his rhythm. 
Ra. Bolger wasn't allowed to 
peak a line in ‘A Night in Paris’ 
d opened the = shoy with one 
dance. 


Lucile (Joan Crawford) LeSeur | 
‘Art- | 


with us in 
Models’ and Jack Oakie 
was in the merry-merry in ‘Merry 
Me: the Vanderbilt. 

The director, Archie Mayo, was a 
hirt salesman during the time the 
prez of Columbia Pictures, Harry 
Cohn, was selling 10c Wonder rec- 
for Henry Waterson. 

Sydney Landfield played 
piano for’ Anna Chandler 
jore h 
Sonja Heinie, 

Before Walter Winchell 
house detective for 
was a hoofer 
until he met 
started on the 


was the chorus 


in 
sts and 


ry a 


sle 
Oras 


hot 


incubators he 
(and not a good one) 
Glenn Condon and 
Vaudeville News. 

Now it be told that 
truly 


can 


mall parts were played by Justine 


| the 
| posite Gail Patrick, but did not like | 
Torig be-| 
e made hot pictures for cold | 


became | 


BRITISH FILMS 


yours | 
started at the snappy age of} 
15 in a show called ‘Oh! Boy!’, two} 


MARKS 
90%, OF 20TH’S ’39 SKED 





’38-'3S 
before 
Europe, 
next week 
will mark 
new se@a- 


Having completed 
pictures early this 
Darryl F. Zanuck 
20th-Fox starts 
on ‘Jesse James,’ 
the half-way 


son’s 


several 
summer 
went to 
rolling 

which 


I the 


marK On 


schedule, 
With this picture, the company will 
complete the of 


first half the sea- 
son’s releasing schedule through to 
Jan. 1. The ’38-'39 leadoff is ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ which goes 
on general release Aug. 19. 
St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
Details for the filming of the pic 
based on the life of Jesse James, 
Missouri’s most famous bandit, are 


being worked ovt. by Sidney Bowen, 
financial unit manager for 20th-Fox 
Film Co. and the Chamber of Com- 
merce at Noel, Mo. Some of the 
major scenes will made around 
the McDonald County Courthouse at 
Pineville, near Noel, because of its 
resemblance to the one at Liberty, 
Mo., in the 1880’s when 
rang was flourishing in its depreda- 


be 


tions 
Tyrone Power is to play the title 
role, 
Hoilywood, Aug. 16. 


Randolph Scott obtained a release 
from his Paramount contract and 
signed as a freelance for the role of 
Sheriff Wright ‘Jesse James’ at 
20th-Fox, 

With one picture to go at 
mount, Scott had 
male lead in 


nh 


Para- 
been assigned to 
‘Disbarred,’ op- 


the story... He.kad.been.at.Par.since 


1931. 


WANT TO BE IN 
ON THE DRIVE 


Johnstone and Marion Davies, aj} 
maller one was played by us (as}| 
a bell-boy with four lines) and} 


Comstock, Elliot & Gest paid us 50 


clugs a week, which, incidentally, 
isn't a bad salary today! 


Garment Center Saga 


In Dave’s Blue Room the other 


‘night, which was breaking itself in| 


for a furnace, Billy Gibson told us 
the following tale about the dumb 


chorus girl who lived with a beauti- | 


ful cloak and_= suit model, In 
face, the girl was too pretty to get 
‘Pins and Needles.’ However, 
this snappy dame had a habit of 
giving her telephone number to all 
the boys, whether they asked for it 


or not. One day the model became 
ill and asked the chorine to sub for 
her. She okayed it, left for the 
cress house and started parading 
che various frocks. One ensemble 
aitracted the buyer, and the buyer 
asked the boss, ‘What price?’ The 
boss looked at the tag, ‘$56.50,’ he 
said. The buyer then asked, ‘What 


number?’ The girl told him, ‘Plaza, 
3-9900.’ 


Thoughts While Thinking 

We 
mers played drums instead of play- 
ing loud...Wonder where A. Robins, 
the Casa Manana clown, keeps his 
|; props during layoffs.,.Most beauti- 
ful window in town, Steinway Hall 
...loveliest room, the Versailles... 
Jack Dempsey broke all records 


last week by successfully applying 
“3 consecutive hot foots during one 


evening the preview of Berlin's 
Astaire-Rogers ‘Carefree’ score 
proves the little colored boy who 
writes for him has done it again; 
his ‘Change Partners’ is better than 
‘Face the Music and Dance’...‘The.: 
Man From Cairo’ sign is going into 


month 
house 
in from 
probably 

Broadway 


its second 
but the 
Chasen 


at the Broadhurst, 
dark Dave 
Hollywood for a 
picking up some 
hams for his Sunset 
3lvd. restaurant we asked a girl 
from Alabama if she wanted to see 
Radio City, but she said she hadn't 
seen enough of New York yet. 


1S 


av 
cay, 


} 


remember once when drum-| 


Since the trade has neglected to 


of British product in the current 
‘Motion Pictures Are Your Best En- 
| tertainment,’ drive of the industry, 
representatives of British producers 
in America are about to take steps 
to meet the situation. 

A meeting of such representatives 
|is to be held this week to discuss 
| methods for safeguarding their in- 
| terests in the drive. 
| 


| 
| give consideration to the distributors 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| SAILINGS 


Aug. 25 (London to New York), 
| Sylvia Sidney, Luther Adler, Roman 
Bohnen, Lee J. Cobb, Art Smith, 
Sanford Meisner, Harry Bratsburg, 
Phobe Brand, Morris Carnovsky, 
| Will Lee, Bert Conway (‘Golden 
Boy’ Co.) (Champlain). 
| Aug. 24 (New York to London). 
| Sally Haines, D. C. Dobie, J. W. 
| Brown (Paris). 
| Aug. 17 
| bourne), 
erey). 
Aug. 17 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Landry, 
Richard Dunlap, Edith Head, Arde 
Bulova, Serge Koussevitsky, Wil- 
liam Primrose, Power Biggs. 
lette Lionne, Robert Choquette, Lew 
Lehr, Beatrix Dussane, Dick Henry 
(Normandie) 


(Los 
Dan 


Angeles 
Michalove 


to Mel- 
(Mont- 


Aug. 17 «New York to London). 
Ian Hay (Aquitania). 

Mrs. Natalie Kalmus, Ian Keith, 
Arthur Jarrett, G. M.  Burbach. 


Graziella Paraga, Madeleine Carroll. 
Mary’ Boland, David Bernstein, 
Cende Nast. Felix Greene. Col. Les- 
lie R. Naftzger, Robert Littell, Doro- 
thy Hinitt, John L. Day, Jr., E. I. 
Lopert, Thomas R. Hutchinson, Mr 
and Mrs. Don Ameche, 
Stokowski, W. G. Van 
Max Rabinoff, Herman Stein, 
Kalcheim, Joseph A. McConville, 


ee 


the James | 


Co- | 


Leopold | 
Schmus, | 
Nat | 


——. 


——=: 





Other News of Interest to Films 


LL 





Par’s foreign sales meets.. 


Benchley’s Old Gold radio show 





| 


Japs easing U. S. Dam. .sccecesecereccecevecsesseees 
eeeeeeeeeeveeeeve eee 
No NBC formal ‘premiere’ in Hollywood............ 
Texaco’s Holly w00d SHOW... .sseeesessecesecececeseeseessens 


Radio reviews on Edgar Bergen, Joe E. Lewis, ‘Carefree’... 
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‘Jed Harris-Orson Welles’ N.Y. Indie 
~ Film Production Hookup; Blatt’s 


| 








Who? 


Come, come, boys, once and 
for all, who is running the pic- 
ture busines Fidler Sulli- 


van? 


Ol 











GN-Educational Merger 
Set; Alperson, Wright 
Go Back to Hollywood 


Giving final agreement to 2 
merger of Grand National and Edu- 
cational, with E. W. Hammons 
taining around $2,000,000 in financing 
to swing deal, Eddie Alperson and 
| Lloyd Wright, co-trustees of GN, left 
Sunday night (14) back to the Coast. 
| They will present the agreement 
| to the creditors and the U. S. dis- 


ob- 


days, details of the merger plan ex- 
rcept as reported su far-not Secoming 
| known. Both Alperson and Wright, 
| following conferences and agreement 
| in the east, will recommend accept- 


ance of Hammons’ plan by the 
creditors and the court of bank- 
|ruptecy jurisdiction on the Coast. 


Wright went out by train while Al- 
} person flew. 


Hammons may go out for the pres- 
entation of the merger agreement for 
official creditor and court okay. 





Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Receipts from Grand National 
branch operations through July 
totalled $91,294, according to a state- 
ment filed in Federal Court. Ex- 
penses aggregated $39,604. 


in July amounted to $105,820 with 
balance at 


were $62,120. 








L. A. 


Joan Abbott. 
Eddie Albert. 
Fred Astaire. 
Eric Blore. 

Betsy Bogart. 
Richard Bonelli. 
J. W. Brown. 
James Cagney. 
W. E. Calloway. 
Nancy Carroll. 
Ramos Cobian. 
Dr. Saul C. Colin. 
Efith Craig. 

| Johnny Davis, 
D. C. Dobie. 

| Leo Edwards, 

| Ed. Fishman. 
| 


to N. Y. 





L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
| Edith Head. 

| John Hilliard. 

| Mann Holiner. 

| Victor Hyde. 

Jose Iturbi. 

| Buck Jones. 
John Joseph. 
Carole Landis. 
Priscilla Lane. 
Wayne Morris. 
Ken Murray. 

{| JIola Murray. 
Gabriel Pasca) 
Mary Pickford. 
J. W. Piper. 

| Dick Purcell. 

Tom Revere. 

Mr. and Mrs. 

Loren Ryder. 

Kathryn Scola. 

Norma Shearer. 

Louis Silvers. 

Louis Sobol. 

Eddie Stevenson. 

Franklyn Warner. 

Johnny Williams. 

Herbert Yates. 


Jimmy Ritz. 


| trict court in California in about 10, 


Cash receipts for the 28 day period | 


$67,111 after disburse- | 
ments. Unpaid liabilities of that date 


Outfit Wants Goodman for Bix Pic 


‘ panes cette 

Deal is in the works for Jed Harris 

to direct a picture starring Orson 
Welles. Pair have been 


proposi- 
tioned by Edward Blatt’s American 
Pictures Corp., but nothing has been 


signed. Outfit has a bankroll of 
‘more than $750,000. Production 


would be in the east. Herman Shum. 
lin and Oscar Serlin are associate 
producers with the firm, while Blatt 
will also personally produce films if 
he has time. Negotiations are under 





way for major release. 
Outfit has bought the film rights 
to Dorothy Baker’s ‘Young Man 


With a Horn,’ the saga of Bix Beid- 
erbecke, and is understood dickering 


with Benny Goosinan to play the 
lead. Sidney Howard has _ been 
overtured to do the adaptation, but 
he is currently on an= assignment 


for Sam Goldwyn and has some legit 
plans with the Playwrights Produc. 
ing Co. when that is finished. Amer- 


ican also is negotiating for several 
other stories. Deal for an original 
by Gertrude Berg (‘Rise of .the 


Goldbergs’) is-believed cold. 


Some question of when Harris or 
Welles could do the film stint, if 
the deal goes through. Former is 
currently readying a legit produc- 
tion of his own, an untitled anti- 
Nazi play. He previously announced 
plans for six productions this sea- 
son. Besides hi§ current strawhat 
activities, Welles adapting and 
producing ‘five Kings’ for the Mer- 
cury theatre, in association with the 
Theatre Guild. He also is set to 
put on several other productions for 
the Mercury. 


OTTERSON’S FRENCHIES 
INTO BRANDT HOUSES 


is 


Deal for the showing of foreign 
films in the Brandt theatres in New 
York has been set by John E. Ot- 
terson, British distrib. Idea to 
|import French pictures in a deal 
with a small company operated by 
Mare Lauer in Paris. Latter is & 
i distributor and exporter and he has 
the old Braunerger-Richebe studios 
at Billancourt, near Paris. 
Otterson-Brandt deal is the first 
of its kind set by an established out- 
fit with adequate capital and re- 
lease. 


is 


Freeman Back in N. Y. 

Y, Frank Freeman, v.p. over Para- 
mount theatre operations, returned 
| to New York yesterday (Tues.) from 
his summer home near Asheville, 
N. C., where he has spent the past 
two weeks, 

Various operators and partners are 
expected in shortly to discuss fall 
plans, product, ete. Several saw 
Freeman just before he went away, 
including Bob Wilby who sailed [oF 
Europe and isn’t back yet 
| R. J. O'Donnell is in New York 
| again to discuss current operating 
| matters, picture deals and the Lil.e. 

N. Y. to L. A. 
Americo Aboaf. 
Edward L. Alperson 
Don Ameche. 
David Blankenhorn. 

Madeleine Carroll. 
| Dave Chasen. 
| Hal Fimberg. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 

Louella O. Parsons. 

Jane Rich. 

Harry Ritz. 
Lee Shubert. 


Mrs, Sidney Skolsky. 
Meredith Willson. 
Lloyd Wright. 
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38-39 


(HIBS-DIoT RIBS 
LING PLENTY 





Buyers Balky at Terms, 
Which are the Same as 
Last Year—Distribs Not 
Forcing the Issue Until 
Conditions Pick Up, and 
Expected to Be Easier 


Bartering Then 





35% TOPS; UA’S 40% 


The hope of exhibitors and buyers, 
small as well as large, that terms 
sought by the distributors on the 
1938-39 product will be brought 
down in most cases, is held respon- 
sible for continued slowness in sell- 
ing. Especially in instances where 
theatres or chairs have carryover 
deals, many of which were written 
lat year for two yeirs or more 
ahead, the tendency to sit back and 
wait before signing up is most pro- 
nounced, 

Buyers are taking their time prin- 
cipally because the companies are 
asking the same deals as last year 
or higher percentages, plus splits. 

Excepting United Art’sts, which is 


asking for higher terms this year in | 


addition to splits, not demanded lest 
season, the ..aajors. .are.. bracketing 
tleir top pictures at 35%. Twentieth- 
Fox and Metro, in view of how their 
38-39 program analyzes, are consid- 





$7,000,000 Buy 


Los Angeles, Aug, 16. 
J. J. Sullivan, F-WC film 
buyer, told delegates that film 
deals for Fox-West Coast and 
its subsids will total around 
$7,000,000, with only a few buys 
remaining to be consummated. 











ered reasonable in demands, while 
some other companies, based on 
what they delivered last season, 
aren’t, 


UA, whose '38-39 schedule of film 
looks good on paper ii the opinion 
of buyers, is asking a high of 40%, 


topping all competitors, but if re- | 


ducing top bracket pictures to 35% 
will want a split ov - certain, agreed 
gross figures. It sidn’t ask any splits 
at all from the chains last season, 


though some indie deals may have | 


been written that way. 


There will be no flat rental con- 
tracts with UA for the coming sea- 
son, under present p'ans, except for 
the Laurel and Hardy comedies, 
— are to be four reels in length. 
These will be sold flat to everyone, 
it is understood. 

Up a Bit Over °37-38 

Paramount, Metrc and 20th-Fox 


are asking just a little more for ’38- | 


To Frisco This Winter OF POTH-FOX (0. 


~ while Warner Bros, is seeking 
eran the same basis as for the 
“9 s€ason iow ending. RKO, 
according to 
ae nating the same terms as for 
“9 semesier. RKO leads off 
* hew season, followin, this week’s 
— annoincerrent of 54 pic- 
scheduling Affair~ of Annabel,’ 
wview 1 it for Sept. 9. ‘Room 
Cortina ® down for Sept. 30, while 
sical, » New Astaire-Rogers mu- 
Iniversal been set back to October. 
shea . and Columbi: are running 
‘ € same on terms. 
mpm ste no instances where 
mands -. are reducing rental de- 
theatre ope, majority of buyers or 
Me ag ee are taking as much 
It ig felt oy can in okaying buys. 
there are “ oe Case that even if 
thy ngs detter breaks on terms. 
the same ange always at least get 
basis or “rs last season or on 
Witt 20th ae coe a bit above, as 
the tect and Metro. In view 
hol Sule or: A is the highest, the 
with that company look to 


(Cont; the latest minute in 
ontinued on page 95) 


information so far, is | 





Wherever in the world capitalism is the pre- 
vailing method of economic organization the 
cardinal principle of merchandising is to first 
reach and first sell the dealer. For the dealet 
is not alone the distributor’s best customer but 
the dis- 
tributor’s ally in the further and final task of 
selling the ultimate consumet 


he 1s also, which is vitally important 


the public 





1 4 1 
nas one ione 


It is to the dealer, whether he 
store or a whole chain of stores, that a major 
}amount of management thought and corpora- 
| tion advertising funds is directed in almost all 
lines of business. Consider the furious rivalry 
| for dealer attention and good will of Standard 
brands, General W heaties 
!and Huskies, Jello and Royal Gelatine and all 
the rest are sold by master merchandisers who 
are constantly preoccupied with what the 
dealer thinks of the product, to what lengths 
of cooperation the dealer will go for the dis- 
tributor because of faith in, and enthusiasm 


fi yr, the ry 


Foods, tC. 


oods being sold. 

The dealer is the man at the point-of-sale. 
Ile occupies a position of commanding impor- 
tance in all trades. If he displays goods, in 
his windows or prominently on his shelvcs, if 
he talks them up, suggests them and pushes 
them—and thinks about them—the sales curve 
goes up. If he adopts a tepid attitude (because 
he has not been sold properly and adequately) 
the sales curve goes down. 

Basic merit of product is not all! Not in 
anybody’s inventory!! A good product backed 
by good advertising goes after maximums. 
Lesser degrees of intrinsic merit combined 
with lesser measures and quality of advertis- 
ing will get proportionately tapered results. 
But always advertising pays out and its ab- 
sence or substantial curtailment tends not to 
be a be vokkeeper’s victory over overhead but a 
merchandiser’s retreat from that  self-confi- 
dence and self-enthusiasm which is the start- 
ing point of all salesmanship. 

If distributors of motion pictures don’t think 
their product worth advertising do they 
imagine this inert attitude will not be echoed, 
consciously and unconsciously, by the dealers ? 
|The exhibitor shares with dealers everywhere 
a human susceptibility to either enthusiasm 
or defeatism. It is for distributors, and dis- 
-tributors alone, to bring back the old time zing- 
‘iness of point-of-sale showmanship, ‘The do- 
nothingism of the last year or two has resulted 
in pep-paralyzing examples of under-selling. 
By their advertising the distributors evaluate 
their own product. 


‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ currently is a 
swell case of adding a punchy advertising and 


Wobber Stil Favors 
The Idea of Returning 


When the S. R. “ent sales drive 
at 20th-Fox is over late in Decem- 
Wobber may return 


ber Herman 
permanently to San Francisco, 8iV-| sisning as 
20th-Fox 


ing up the distribution reins which 
He was in 


41 
tne s 


Kent urged him to talze on John D. 


toy 
ating, a permanent successor to Clark 
sales manager W suld be came an aSsocl 
appointe ill Sussman, who came 
appointed. Bill Sussman, aakeanaa™ eked alk 


over to 20th from Par with Clark, Sonja Henie film. 


as general 


DEAL THE DEALER IN 


tory department at 
Warners with Zanuck an 
Clark’s death. If and when eventu- 4. 4¢ Gn the moveover to 20th. When 
the latter merged with Fox he be- 
} ite produce! 
Before leaving he completed 


ready.ng the next , 





exploitation campaign to push a picture 
the top. 


1 | 
head it 


even while the show world has it 


1 sling, this bang-up reminder that 


smashes and splashes pay should have a 


healthy influence. 


Mechanics of block booking O1 prearranged 


? 
leal rt 


percent iwe deals are n and never can be a 


substitute for continuous ham 


mering advertising. Enth 


unremitting 
usiasm on the part 
of the exhibitor is not a lessened need, but an 
increased one, when the distributor books his 
pictures on sharing terms. And has any bet 
ter method than advertising in trade papers 
other trade. 
for reaching and influencing and stirring into 
action the all-important dealer? It must be 


ever been discovered in this, or any 


secret if there’s a better way 

Even radio advertising which is commonly 
supposed to be aimed at the public direct is 
actually devoted in great measure to influ 
encing dealers. 
program, for example, makes an important 
man of the Chrysler dealer in Podunk. That 
fact is more important to Walter P. Chrysler as 
a distributor of automobiles than all else. 
Practically every gasoline advertiser, such as 
Texaco, Gulf, Esso, Atlantic, is on the air pri- 
marily because the gas stations (dealers) are 
thereby impressed. 


Popularity of Major Bowes’ 


SELLING STILL SLOW 


piiliaaapeaadmenmatal 


= —S=— 








FILM CHECKING 
TEST SUIT IN 
MPLS, 


Minneapo!] A 
The yuestion tf whet! > 
checking constitute letectir 
will be decided by a jury in munic- 


ipal court here Oct. 5. Charged by 
Sidney Volk, owner of the Nile 
theatre. neighborhood house, with 
operating a detective agency without 
a license, Ross Federal Checkers in 


municipa irt demanded the jury 
tria 

The « yar ylind-checked 
V ati Volk’s 
p ion it Tt 
VO! est Allie ight 
against percentage pictures and 


checking of every nature. 

Whether or not they stop check- 
ing, the independents are eager to 
put the Ross company out of busi- 
ness in this territory because, they 
charge, it has disclosed grosses to 
exchanges generally in an effort to 
induce increased selling of films on 
percentage. 


ARBITER SOUGHT FOR 


Technical or expensive items (furnaces, ra- | 


diators, piston rings, chemicals) are advertised 
ever the radio almost.entirely-to-crnkance dis- 
tributor prestige with dealers. In some cases 
advertisers, as Carborundum of Niagara Falls, 
sell almost nothing direct to the public. Yet 
they believe in a form of advertising tha 
relatively expensive, definitely showmanly and 
socky. 
commands attention and does not tab their 
product with an apology. 


Fleischmann’s veast had one program for 
7 prog 


AGENT-TALENT TIFFS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
Refusal by State Labor Commis- 
sion to arbitrate Jayne Regan’s com- 
plaint against the Monter-Gray 





| agency may result in the removal of 


They use advertising that in itself | 


all theatrical agency disputes from 
the jurisdiction of the labor body. 
Gordon W. Levoy, attorney for 
Miss Regan, plans to introduce a bill 
in the state legislature setting up an 
administrative body to act as guide 


| in all arguments between agencies 


| 


the consumers, another for the baking trade. | 


Sealtest, a device for dairymen, was extensive- | 


ly radio advertised. Again the dealer stood 
out as an important part of the audience. Ra- 
dio’s whole story is studded with case his- 


tories that prove how in all lines of business, | 
foods, drugs, utilities, even steel and heavy | 
products, the dealer is recognized and re- | 

| 


spected as first in importance, 

Only in trades where near-monopolies exist 
is there any disposition to regard advertising 
as superfluous. Show biz is not now and never 


will be free of a constant need to go after busi- | 


ness, and to recharge the batteries of its sales- 
manship. 


Deal the dealer in. 


SAM ENCEL OUT Us 39-Week Report 


Due Soon; But Final 


| Universal Pictures Co. fiscal year, 
which is expected out in the next 
two or three weeks, probably’ will 
show an improvement in company 
income but nothing like what is ex- 
pected in the final quarter. Next 


producer at 


1 joined his , , 
~ report probably will cover only up 


to the last of July and consequently 
will not benefit from the income ob- 
tained on ‘Rave of Paris.’ This pic- 

P af 7 


ture did not get the bulk of heay 


of B pic- 


playing me until the middle of 


July and only a few accounts showed 


and was latter’s right-hand man for Zanuck’'s first ma) or mov Pa © revenue for U until August 
| : re rning ror “urol x t Te. > 
vears. more lately as eastern divi- etul g fron Europe ‘ : Final ¢ f the vear 
neni sire arrange the production sked at nal q of the year not only 
sale + } ptleeotaier : 711 , } p 1 aactiaas ‘7 aad 
sion manager, is likel) > &F tne 20th-Fox. setting back three start-| W! incl take fron Rage’ but 
post ing dates and adding re ) uso renta from both ‘Letter of 
peo > tg =. Int 1u¢ MT ind ‘Little Tough Guy 
Wobber accepted the 20th-Fox as- to the docket I Tough Guy 
, ; — ‘Kentucky’ was deferred from “ - 
signment at Kent's request as a) , 45 to Sept. 6: ‘Mr. Average DAVE BER 
. f 4 ‘ ‘ } : i ° é I = 
pinch-hitting proposition and espe- | yan’ from Aug to Sept. 25, and NSTEIN BACK 
’ 9° vid Jarncteir treacnrar c 
cially in view of the Kent sales push. ‘Jesse James’ f1 Aug. 18 to 22 Davi ; Bernstein, reasure! yf 
Added Starters are I ittle Mi Loew’s, Inc., returned to N. Y. from 


In the past he has been very active A 
in various drives, one in Par having Princess, 


| been the Wobber Grive. ter. 


‘Tailspin’ an% 


‘Falling Europe Monday (15) 


j He was abroad about a month 


Quarter Looks Best _ 


— Report for first three-quarters of 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Sam Engel has ended an eight-year 

association with Darryl Zanuck, re- 

associate 


| and their clients. 
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FLOOD OF SALACIOUS AD COMPLAINTS — 
CAUSES HAYSITES TO DOUBLE-CHECK’ 


Census of Lurid Marqu 


Phraseology—And Weirder Coupling of Sex Pic 


Titles—100% 


Complaints from all sections 


U. S. against salacious advertising 
have been coming into the Hays of- 
fice in recent months. Though Hay 
sians have been studying the sitt 
ation, there is little that the M 
Picture Producers & Distributo 
sociation can do, save by Indirectio! 


because the bulk of so-called se> 





morally objectionable film re n¢ 
shown in affiliated theatres « ng 
under the Hays advertising code 


Following a survey of data collect- 
y 


ed over a period of nearly two years 
Hays office found that 98° of all 
features produced in this country for 


§ eal of 
Breen product 


exhibition have the 
from the Joe 


approval 


ion code 


administration. The remaining 2%, 
representing films rejected by the 
Hays office PCA, or not submitted, 
cause about 60% of the criticism 
heaped on the Hays organization 
The MPPDA not only is interest- 
ed because of direct complaint reg- 
istered against certain pictures and 
objectionable ad matter carried in 
daily newspapers on them, but be- 
cause the average individual blames 
the Hays office for its being shown 
and the advertising on same. De- 
spite the fact that the Hays office 
has no direct supervision or control 
over films not passed by the PCA 
Or showing in affiliated member 
houses, it gets blamed for the rum- | 
Pus stirred up by these few screen 
subjects, This is partly due to the 


fact that reference to the Hays of- 
fice is taken by the public to mean 
the entire film business. 

There have been instances where 
one of the so-called salacious or 
bootleg pictures haus been played on 


passed by the Hays PCA, or the 
product of a member company is ad- 
vertised in the same ad. 


Advertising Very Crude 


Advertising on so-called bootleg 
pictures, as a rule, is much worse | 
than the films themselves. There 
are 28 pictures currently on an un-| 


official list of bootleg ase mneggaa 
compiled by interested Haysites. 
is the blatant or obnoxious cal 


advertising on these films that at- | 
tracts attention to them in various 
spots, 

‘Love Life of a Gorilla’ offered 


perhaps the most glaring example of 
bad taste in advertising matter col- 
lected by Haysians. This applies to 
the ad matter carried in a Washing- 
ton, D. C., daily when it played at 
the Belasco, with the advertising 
listing the theatre as opposite the 
White House. Sample of choice tid- 
bits include, ‘daring, strange women | 
and wild beasts; unheard of tales | 
of ape worshipers; what happens to 
women they kidnap; entertainment 
for the whole family.’ 


Ads on ‘Narcotic’ showed a man | 
giving a girl a shot in the arm. 
That presumably was to leave 


no doubt in 
readers as 
they were going to see, 
Youth’ employed advertising 
boosts from police officials when it 
was shown in the east. Copy in- 
clude the phrases, ‘inhaling desire’ 
and ‘exhaling lust.” When same film 
played at the Wysor-Grand at Mun- 
cie, Ind., the copy read, ‘Can you 
violate the laws of chastity and not 
know it?’ 

Some Ad Samples 

National theatre, Detroit, 
Was using films with its burlesque 
stage show, billed the French ‘Club 
de Femmes,’ as ‘200 Girls and One 
Man.’ 

When ‘The Lash’ played at a Ken- 
tucky theatre, the wording included 
‘strange romance among strange peo- 
ple.’ ‘Unleashed passions’ and ‘weird | 
orgies’ were pet ad phrases employed 
on ‘Marihuanna’ 

When ‘Unashamed’ pl: 
Roxie, Sacramento, 


minds of newspaper 


which 


the 
was 


ved 


Lloyd Staying at Par 


atterweed, Aug. 16. 
Frank Lloyd is looking for a story 
for 


silencing 





rumors that he _ con- 
templated checking out of the studio. 
Producer is leaving for a Euro- 
pean vacation in October and may 
make one picture in England. 


Indie Productions 


of the | 


|; sade Against Rackets,’ ‘Wajan,’ 
| Suicide,’ 
the same program with a film either | 


Kills,’ 
| Love,’ 
| sion,’ 


0 type of film production | 
‘Assassin of | 
with | 


his next Paramount production, | 


ee Billing—Some Weird 





billed as ‘world premiere,’ with nude 
cut emphasized 

‘Boys a i Is ge to A and 
Morals gone wit! the wind’ were 
le r love i 
\ en t iyed 

( ) Ii 
I yabl } in suggestive | 
A va ed yal 
- 1] 

Ang ¢ ' i en of Lonel 

é tter iding, ‘Capa 

¢ © { 4 f | a 

the third sex 

Certain exhibitors using vhese 
films are credited with having an} 
\dd sense of humor when they 
dualed certain subjects. At Black- | 
well, Okla., 2n exrib put Body and 
Soul’ and ‘Exposing the Nudist | 
Racket’ on the same bill. ‘Love Life 
of a Gorilla’ was dualed with ‘Maid’s 
Night Out’ at Cambridge, O. In a 
Pennsy town, ‘Unborn Infants’ and 
‘Race Suicide’ were teamed on a 
double bill. 

History of ‘Motherhood’ film, 


which sought to cash in on the pub- | 
licity and atte~tion directed towards | 
‘Birth of a Baby,’ niade in scientific 
manner with an admitted purpose, 
s one of. shifting titles. From 
‘Motherhood’ it became ‘A Baby Is 
Born.’ When enjoined, the Ww 
read ‘A Child Is Born.’ When 
title was haited, it was tabbed ‘Birth,’ 


and it also has been known as ‘Child- | 
birth’ and ‘Miracle of Life.’ 
Recently compiled list of films 


which are not supposed to go into 


| affiliated theatres also includes ‘The 


‘The 
‘Cru- 


Naked Truth’ (also known as 
Lash’), ‘Uncivilized,’ ‘Ecstasy,’ 
‘Damaged Lives,’ ‘Slaves in 
‘Sex Maniac,” ‘Lucrezia 
‘Forbidden,’ ‘Pace That 
‘Tomorrow’s Children,’ ‘Sins 0 
‘Sex Madness,’ ‘Sins 
‘Smashing the Vice Trust,’ 
and ‘Road to Ruin.’ 


RKO'S BIG UNS 
ROLL TO FINALE 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

With 54 features and 199 shorts on 
the °38-39 program, RKO has more 
big budgeters ir the shooting or 
editing stages than at any previous 
time in the studio’s history. 

Among the costly features, ‘Room 
Service’ is in the cutting room, ‘The 
'Mad Miss Manton’ has only a few 


Bondage,’ 
Borgia,’ 


‘Un- 
born’ 








|in# final battle scenes at Lone Pine. 
| Ginger Rogers is slated for four 
|heavy allotment pictures, two with 
| Fred Astaire and t:vo solo. Other 
| b.o. names on the program are 
| Claudette Colbert, V ctor McLaglen, 
Irene Dunne, Charles Boyer, George 
O’Brien, Ann Snirley and Bobby 
Breen. RKO will also release 
|Glorious Years,’ 
Technicolor by 
England. 


now being made in 


uled 18 Walt Disneys, 13 
Time subjects, two Dionne one-reel- 
ers, 24 two-reel comedies, 
reels, 13 Sportoscopes, four Sheila 
Barretts, 13 Nuatlas musicals and 
nine one-reel ‘Reelisms.’ 





Prep Zorina’s Starrer 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Richard Connell is writing an 
original story to star Zorina under 
the Goldwyn banner. 
| Goldwyn, who has the actress un- 
der contract, tried to buy the Broad- 
way play, ‘I Married an Angel,’ in 
which she is starring, but Metro had 
it sewed up. 








Sally Haines Joining Hubby 


Meltyw ood, Aug. 16. 
Sally Haines. sails from New 
York Aug. 24 to join her husband, 


Bert Wheeler, 
Wheeler is doing personals in 
| England and is set for one picture 
!'with Gaumont-British. 


in London, 


title | 
this 


of Pas- | 


‘Sixty | 


|!mount late in September 


ner 
B production. 
at $200,000, while 





| SWARTHOUT'S SALARY | 


ONE-THIRD PIC’S COST 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Gladys Swarthout returns to Para- 
to wash up 





contract with 
Picture 1s 


term 
pudgeted 
salary is 


stars 


S$E0.000 


execs, 


Warbler is pulling out of pictures 


the completion of her contract, to 


, | devote her time to opera and con- 


Ol) 
ul 


A (One) Grand Option 


Siteweed, Aug. 16. 
objections of home office 
Paramount took 


Over 


Campbell’s option. 


New Yorkers didn’t like the coin 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


‘Ambush,’ a! 


| Alexander 
|was previewed 
| at the Hollywood 
lis slated for 


up Louise | 
| One 


hike on renewal which gives player | 


$1,000 
work in 


| is Walter Wanger, 
| days to go, and ‘Gunga Din’ is film- | 


‘derbert Wilcox in | 


On the shorts vrogram are sched- | 
March of | 


Lew Foster 
Columbia, 
next Frank Capra production. 
pends 
‘Chopin’ 
ready to start, 


spotting 
Arthur in 


Studio 
With 


liked 
Wings.’ 


weekly. 
‘Men 


Capra’s If-And-When 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

‘A Gentleman from Montana,’ the 
story .ecently bought by 
is tentatively slated as the 
De- 
whether this yarn or 
is in shape when Capra is 
around Sept. 15. 
Columbia is mulling the idea of 
Gary Cooper and Jean 
‘Montana.’ 


her 


on 


Dartmouth Pushes 


‘Race } 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


Unless the more conservative mem-| was made 


American market 


ino 
| 8th 
lat the U. 


|is sending out 
ploiteers; 





Jes’ Ain’t Appreciated 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
While Hedy LaMarr is sky- 
rocketing at Metro, the director 
who discovered her, Gustav 
Machaty, languishes on _ the 
same lot, without an assignment 
in more than a year. 











UA Drumbeating 


Drums: to Refute | 





ritish Stigma 


Artists s doing some extra 
drumbeating in 
Korda’s ‘Drums,’ 
Monday 
mM. 2 
two weeks commencing 
Radio City Music Hall. 


objective 


United 
fancy behalf of 
which 
night 


and which 


Sept. 22 at 


major 


any alleged British captiousness that | 


far in 
been po 


filmites 


English pix don’t go the 
It’s 
out by certain London that 
English film since ‘Bluebeard’s 
Wife’ got anywhere to speak of 
S. boxoffice, and Herbert 
that his ‘Queen 


its print cost 


Wilcox cried 
barely 

For this 
frank 


toria’ got back. 
reason, among others of 
reialism, Lynn Farnol 
eig..t special road ex- 
has an ultra ad campaign 


YY) 
Lidl 


cor 


lined up; has elaborate welcoming 
plans for Sabu, the boy hero of the 
film, who arrives Sept. 12 on the 


| Normandie, etc. 


Thalberg Course 


To Prime Studes for Film Careers 


bers of its board of trustees suddenly | 


clamp down on the ambitious plans 
of prexy Ernest Martin Hopkins, 
Dartmouth College will be turning 
out film production moguls faster 
than grade C quickies, Already of- 
fering young America a course in 
the rudiments of screen writing, the 


of the Thalberg Memorial Course 
16 months ago, when Dr 
came to the Coast to visit 
Actual start of the under- 


Hopkins 
Wanger. 


| taking was signalled last September 


| rolled, 


institution is preparing for its second 
step in the development of the Irving | 


Thalberg Memorial Course, the 
teaching of the basic principles of 
picture making in its entirety. 
Dream of Dr. Hopkins is to some 
day install a completely equipped 
motion picture plant on the college 
campus. Hatcher of the idea and 
the man who sold it to Dr. Hopkins 
Hollywood pro- 
ducer and Dartmouth alumnus. 
Prof. Benfield Pressey, head of 
Dartmouth’s department of English, 
of which the Thalberg Memorial 
course is an important part, is now 
in Hollywood, ready to devote six 
months to an intensive study of what 
makes the studio wheels go round. 
Pressey, a practical fellow who 
stands out in contrast to his fellow 
educators in that he is unwilling to 
advance theories on how to improve 
celluloid entertainment, is determined 
to learn the silversheet business from 
the ground up. He intends to de- 


| vote his stay in Hollywood to sitting 


104 news- | 


| in their 
| search. 


{ting in 


' 


} ior 


in with and watching every move | 
of the picture creators from the con- | 
ception of a story idea through to} 
the final cutting, 


One of the Boys 


| picture 





| 


when, after 155 students had en- 
Wanger went east to deliver 
the inaugural address, 

Under Prof. Pressey’s direction, the 
college has 
brary of scenarios, 
photographs and_ general 

material for the 
is now listed 


still 
motion 
course, 


treatments, 


which 
Upon Pres- 
sey’s return to the school 
ruary a full six hours a week is to 
be devoted to it by all students en- 
rolled in the class. 


Lining Up Soap Boxers 


During the last semester, lecturers 


for the course, in addition to Wanger, 
included Austin F. Keough, Para- 
mount; Jacob Wilk, Warners, and 
Lovering. Hollywood's top writers, 
directors, producers 
bureau heads are now being lined 


up to travel to Dartmouth and ad- | 


dress the studes. 


While several other colleges and 


universities have maintained experi- | 


mental courses in the art of the thea- 
tre for several years, some of them 
establishing notable theatre work- 
shops and post-graduate work in 
theatrical production and direction, 
| Dartmouth’s course in screenwriting 
is one of the first adopted as regular 
| curricular study, 


‘If thé study of motion picture 


Because of his enthusiasm for the | ™aking by an academic educator is 


cinema and 


rather than to teach, Prof. Pressey | 


his eayverness to listen | 


novel, it will not be novel long,’ says 
Prof. Pressey of his Hollywood stay. 


has found the film factory gates| The words and images that make 


thrown open to him, with production 
biggies competing with one another 


Having made a complete in- 
spection of the major plants, chatting 
With lot laborers, delving into the 
workings of ‘prop’ shops, proces: 
laboratories, art departments and on 


| 


efforts to aid him in his re- | 


down the line, he is momentarily sit- | 


with Dorothy Parker and 


Alan Campbell while they administer | 


the final polishing to the screen play 
‘Trade Winds,’ which Tay Gar- 
nett will produce and direct for 
Wanger. 


offering, he will share a seat with 
Garnett, then join Otho Lovering, 


Wanger’s editorial assistant, cs 
latter supervises its pruning. 
Initial move toward the creating 


| his critic. 
During the filming of the| 


the | 


and change the public mind create 


| the future in which today’s students 


may live, and for which the educator 
must prepare. Since motion pictures 
project words and images upon the 
public mind with unmatched force. 
the educator must learn all he 
about them. 


Can 


‘Though nobody can teach anybody 
else how to write. the young write 


craves advice and judgment from his | 


elders. But he must have confidence 
in the knowledge and authority of 
I hope to gather in Holly- 
wood the knowledge and authority 
which I can lend my students at 
Dartmouth, so many of whom are 
fascinated by motion pictures and feel 
a strong urge to help make them in 
the future.’ 


(14) |} 


is to disprove | 
| 


ntea 


Vice | 


amassed a valuable li- | 


in Dartmouth’s | 
| liberal arts department. 
in Feb-| 


and technical | 


FORTUNE MAGS 
- STORY ON WM. 
- MORRIS ACCY. 


| 
| 
i 
| Next week, the Septembe: issue of 


| Fortune mag appears with the story 


| on the business career of the William 


Morris agency. It’s a cavalcade of 
| the Morris office’s 40 years in bysj. 
| ness. 

Fortune mag, which treats with bie 
business and tycoons, treats the W \. 
liam Morris agency in the same vein 
although it’s a departure for the $1 
monthly in analyzing the business of 

| a theatrical booking office 

Fortune singled out the Morric 
agency as the oldest ggest and 
most representative international 


theatrical agency 





Steffes Urges Exhibs 
To Ignore Church's 
Campaign Vs. Any Pic 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16 
Northwest Allied States’ members 
were advised by their president, 
| W. A. Steffes, to refuse to sign an 


agreement demanded by a joint com- 
mittee of Catholic Laymen’s Organi- 
zations here, fighting the showing of 
‘Blockade,’ to exhibit only pictures 
which it approves. Steffes declared 
that no group, regardless of its re- 
ligious or other affiliations, should 
be permitted to censor motion pie- 
ture entertainment in the territory. 

‘We shouldn’t allow any body or 
persons to dictate to us how to run 
| our business,’ he declared at a spe- 
cial meeting. ‘And I don’t think we 
want our business to get into the 
hands of those who have no invest- 
ment in it.’ 


As far as ‘Blockade’ is concerned, 
Steffes said, it was up to members 


individually as to whether they wish 
to run it. Personally, he declared, 
he’d taboo it. Showing of ‘Blockade’ 


also is being combated in St. Paul 
and elsewhere throughout the ter- 
ritory, 


MADELEINE CARROLL'S 
UNCERTAIN PLANS 


Madeleine Carroll, whose contract 
with Walter Wanger is washed up, 
| will decide next week on renewing 
it, signing with another studio or 
freelancing in the future. Actress 
arrived Monday (15) from a Euro 
pean holiday during which she suc 
cessfully appealed to French authorie 
ties to permit the showing of ‘Block- 
ade.’ She leaves tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) for the Coast. 


Miss Carroll was vacationing on 
_the Mediterranean and had not In- 
tended to return to the U. S. until 
fall, but was reminded by J. Walter 
Thompson agency of a contract 
signed last spring to guest on the 
Chase & Sanborn program next 
| week. Since arriving in New York 
she has been offered some other 
radio dates. 


She has a deal pending to do one 
picture for Paramount, but will de 
cide finally on that when she reaches 
the Coast. Actress also hopes to 40 
a Broadway play, but has no jm- 
mediate plans. She appeared on the 
London stage before going into films. 
There is no chance, Miss Carroll 
| Says, of her doing any pictures or 

legit in England because of the ta* 
situation. 


Schary’s Marx Chore 


Aug. 16. 
added 10 


Hollywood, 
Dore Schary has been 
the Metro writing staff. 








First assignment places him with 
Mervyn LeRoy’s unit to script ‘Day 
at the Circus’ for the Marx Bres 

Nancy Carroll's Play 

Nancy Carroll, who nas just 
finished ‘There Goes My Heart’ fF 
Hal Roach, arrived in New york 
Saturday (13) to prepare [0! ine 
tryout of a new play at Cohasseb 
Mass. It’s James R. Cain's 7-1, 
said to be based on the ‘21’ Club. 

She will appear for two oe 
opposite Peter Arno in the ne" 
piece controlled by Richard Alert" 


and Richard Myers. 














v. 
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NY. Move for Freedom of the Press 
Into Pix-Radio-Legit Voted Down’ 


— + 


Move in the New York state con- 
stitutional convention, now in prog- 
woce at Albany, to extend the freedom 
of press to the stage, motion pic- 
sted and radio was snowed under 
py delegates, who voted 62-28 against 
the proposal to bring it from the 
committee for decision. Henry A. 
Hirschberg, of Newburgh, N. Y., 
moved that the proposal to bring 
pictures, radio and the stage under 
the same freedom as enjoyed by the 
press be taken from the committee 
which shelved it several weeks ago. 

The Orange County district attor- 
ney described the present film cen- 
sorship as ‘an un-American attempt 
to throttle ideas.’ He contended that 
there have been no instances in 
which anybody, child, man _ or 
woman, were injured by indecency | 
on the screen. | 

| 
| 
| 





Considerable opposition was made 
by Clarence E. Runals, another Re- 
publican delegate, who claimed 
‘Protestants, Catholics and Jews 
have joined in a crusade to bring 
economic pressure on producers of | 
pictures inimical to interests of the | 
people.’ 

Reaction in New York was that 
there was small chance of any pro- | 
posal enlarging freedom of 
screen because it might in time di- 
rectly result in the state censor body 
being eliminated. State censoring 


} 


the | 


always has been regarded in the in- | 


dustry as a too valuable source of 
political_patronage to-have a fighting 
chanee of being avolished, both po- 
litical parties viewing the state cen- 
sorship board as something to be 
preserved for the party in power. 


Kenneth Roberts’ 50%, 
Cut If He Can Do His 
Film Writing in Maine 





Kenneth Roberts, whose ‘North- 
west Passage’ is being readied for 
production by Metro, has nixed an 
offer from a major company (not 
M-G) to go to Hollywood to do an 
original. He suggested doing it at 
his Kennebunk Beach (Me.) home 
for half the amount, but the studio 
turned it down. 

Contrary to general custom, 


Proofs of Roberts’ new novel, ‘The 
March to Quebec,’ but will have to 
wait until its publication Sept. 9 by 
Doubleday-Doran. Writer is al- 
ready vt work on a new novel, 
Oliver Wiswell,” which is said to 


have a controversial theme. He has | 


completed 32 chapters and expects 
the work to run about 70 chapters. 


HEIFETZ FIDDLES WHILE 





| 
| 


;contract as a 


| with 


| 


| 


| 


| 


GOLDWYN PREPS YARN | 


Hollywood, Aug. 15. 


Samuel Goldwyn and  Jascha 


Heifetz settled their differences by | 


ae, on a new picture which 
ill not interfere with the violinist’s 
Concert tour. 
ae is going on with his tour 
dion a Roberts writes the 
the hy ay for ‘The Daring Age,’ 
tothe. selected to introduce him 
- ee Original plan called 
he musician's appearance in 
reat Music Festival.’ 


Par Bucks Jiax, Takes 
Another Try at ‘Hote!’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
is dusting of* its ‘jinx’ 
mperial,’ for the Ameri- 
debut of Isa Miranda, 
1 actress 
originally made by 
a Silent in 1927. Mar- 


: Paramount 
Yarn, Hote] | 
fan screen 
talian scree; 
lecture was 
Ola Negrj as 
kk ne Dietyj 
Years 2 


7 ch refused to play it three 
99 alter it had been rewritten 
Later Margaret Sul- 
Signed for the top spot, 
vat Oke her arm and 
6ain shelved. 


times, 


lhe pac 


| choice 
| Pacific,’ 


+ 


| 
| 





Private Checkers 


Irving Berlin, Inc. office is a 
block away from the Roxy, 
New York, anc. several times 
during the day the songwriter- 
author of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ has been noticed check- 
ing the theatr>. 

When Berlin’s down at his | 
Atlantic City summer home, his_ ]| 
music publishing partner, Saul 
Bornstein, does the clocking. 

Berlin’s deal with 20th-Fox 


is a percentage of the gross. 











BREAD - BUTTER 
PIX AT ALL 
STUDIOS 





Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


Paramount is mulling the bread- 
and-butter idea, with Charles Rug- 
gles and Mary Boland co-starring in | 
a family series. Peter Milne is writ- 
ing an original story for the duo, 
and if it.gets over ihe rompany will) 
go ahead with a string of sequels. 

Par is the only major studio not 
represented in this field. It had that | 
idea in mind when it signed Fibber | 
McGee and Molly last winter, but | 
the deal was cancelled by Molly’s | 
illness. 

Metro is launching a new series 
based on the career of a young doc- | 
tor, from the ‘Dr. Kildare’ tales writ- 
ten by Max Brand. Lew Ayres will | 
play the title role in the first of the | 
series, ‘Young Dr. Kildare.’ 

‘The Higgins Family,’ nee ‘Every- 
thing Happens to Us,’ recently com- 
pleted at Republic, may be built 
up into a serial featuring the Glea- 
son family. James Gleason, under 
producer, director, 
writer and actor, shares top honors | 
Lucille and Russell Gleason. | 
He has written dialog for special | 
footage to trail the picture in order | 


‘ the | to sound out audiences on the serial | 
studios have not been given advance | idea. 


Bryan Foy starts production on| 
‘Torchy in Chinatown’ tomorrow | 
(Wed.) without a letup after the! 
completion of ‘Torchy Gets Her | 
Man.’ Idea is to keep the same cast | 
working before they break up for) 
outside commitments. Same _ lead 
roles are played by Glenda Far- 
rel, Barton MacLane and Tom Ken- 
nedy. 

Bryan Foy sends ‘ 
Larkspur Lane’ into production at 
Warners this week, with Bonita 
Granville in the Nancy Drew role. 

It will be the first of | rew series 
directed by William Clemens. 


he Password to 





‘U. P.’ Lead to McCrea 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Joel McCrea is Cecil B. DeMille’s 
for the star role in ‘Union 
tentatively scheduled to 
start at Paramount Oct. 15. Femme 
lead is still to be selected. 


Jack Cunningham, Jeanie Mac- 
| Pherson and Waiter De Leon are 
working on the sc 


reen play. Bob 
Tamirofl and Evelyn 


' 
supporting rol 


Burns, Akim 
Keyes are in 


Beth Brown’s Dramatized 


{ . ‘ i = , jn d 
Novel Sought by H’weo 

Beth Brown hac finally completed 
the dramatization of he novel 
‘Riverside Drive. Ha had offer 
fom 20th-Fox, Columbia and Re 
public for the script, put I 
t see a stage pro Lction ur 

Play nree co g thn 
three pha of 1e h 
lead do 24 Het H ve Victoria 
Regina’ f ly aging 


| Baby’ by three producers. 


; Owner 


'C. Bennett in 1924. 


US. CAVALCADE’ 


—-------- + 


ULD oONGS TAKE 


N NEW VALUES 


Berlin’s ‘Alexander’ Touch- 
ing Off a New Cycle— 
Every Studio Miulling 
Quick Action on Show Biz 
Names—Cohan, Hammer- 
stein, Gershwin, et Al. 





FILMUSICAL ANGLES 


Pace of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ (20th) at the boxoffice has al- 
most every picture company caval- 
cade-minded 

It’s bringing up anew the idea of 
show biz cycles, and reviving talk 
about pictures treating with Gersh- 
win, Cohan, Oscar Hammerstein, 
et al. Major deterrent is the know]l- 
edge that the public has temporarily 
chilled on musicals, and to risk 
these cavalcades, sans_ tunes, Ss 
something else again. 

Click of ‘Alexander may bring on 
a cycle of pictures built around or 
using the title of pop tunes whose 
popularity has persisted through the 
years and which also lend them- 
selves to dramatic treatment. Bids 
for this type of use has already been 
made in the cast of ‘My Melancholy 
Joe Mor- 
is the tune’s copyright 


~- 


ris Music Co 


‘Melancholy’ first became a hit in 
1914 and underwent two major sheet 
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CAVALCADE-MINDED 





ivorcement Legislation Grows 
Anace; Local Interests Manifest 
Little Sympathy to the Chains 





Food Vs. Fame 


Ame in filn execulive 
Visiting Paris, have all 
the 
Gabin, ranking film 

in France, who 
lywood = timber 
proached he’s 
ested 
First, 
Simone 
sey and 
ports 


to his 


been hit 
markedly by attitude of 
star 
Hol- 


ap- 


Jean 
might be 

When 
always disinter- 
sad fate of 
Germaine Aus- 
Continental im- 
But above all he points 
favorite restaurant, down 
in the Paris market district, and 
exclaims, ‘And can they give 
me this kind of food in Amer- 
ica!’ 


he points to 
Simon, 


other 














ality of the theatre divorcement law 


tate, it ! stood that 
divore legislation is in 
the making in South Dakota, Minne- 
sota, Ohio, Pen. syivania and Massa- 
chusetts. Independent exhibitor or- 
back of them in all 
these states and are reported mulling 


other 


in that unde: 


imilar ement 


Innis: awn 
eliza Ns re 


The divorcement legislation should 


rt > confused with the U. S. Gov- 
} e 1it the reaking 
| } ffiliate among 
& ed One a matter of 
legislation, while the latter is a law- 


FILMITES DENY 


~ COMMUNISTIC 
TENDENCIES 


— 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 





revivals, namely, 1919 and 1927. It 
was Gene Austin’s disc version of | 
the song that was responsible for the 
latter resurge qf copy interest. Mor- 


‘ris obtained the assignment of copy- 


right on ‘Melancholy’ from Theron 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Irving Berlin’s next for 20th-Fox, 
‘Bowery Nightingale,’ will be sans 
any old songs. Berlin insisted on a 
100% new and original score, as a 


switch away from ‘Alex.’ | 





PIC FOR ‘39 FAIR 


Work has started on ‘Calvacade of 
America,’ the $1,200,000 feature pro- 
duction, which is the picture indus- 
try’s contribution to the New York 
World’s Fair. Actually the feature | 
will cost less tham $200,000, it 
but if 
company and without 





film 


is estimated, made by one 
the coopera- 


tion of all firms in the industry it 


; could not be turned out for less than 


$1,200,000, picture executives aver. 
All major film companies are col- 

laborating in the making of the pro- 

duction office co- 


operating on script and many details. 


with the Hays 
Any actual new filming will be done 
on the Coast. Much of 


sist of scenes from historical features 


it will con- 


turned out in the past, representing 


a procession of American history 


from the landing of the Pilgrims to 
tr presen 1ay 
The tneme ] e ca j yng 
Vy uperimp9 1 ry 1 1 the 
ime as Wa { ( 20ih-Fo ( - 
1ae, V itior 1 
Film b 1¢ ( ‘ yrthy 
contributio Oo dust: 
fa erior to a rt of « 
+ ¢t mitht bh f ‘ vo re 
yn One t t ll € tne ) 
vp Ny A if f 
] ed out i 
reat ( n ) 
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Charges that certain members of 


ithe film colony are aiding com- 
| munism, levelled from Washington 


this week, has brought a denial from 


Motion Picture Artists Committee 


| that raised coin for Spanish Loyalists 
| Sunday night (14). 


They raised the 


| money by staging ‘Sticks and Stones’ 


which took in $2,000, in a house 
scaled at $5, with an overflow crowd 


of 300. Money is to be used for pur- 


| chase of hospital supplies. 


Show was a series of blackouts and 
sketches highly tinged with political 
significance and derogatory to dic- 
tators. Among those taking part 
were Milton Berle, Bert Lahr, Johnny 
Green, Gale Sondergaard, Jerry Co- 
lonna, Dixie Dunbar, Johnny Downs, 
John Garfield, Jack Smart and Ray 


| Mayer. 


TMAT ASKS SHEARER 
NOT TO CROSS PICKETS 


Theatrical Managers, 
Treasurers’ 


Agents and 


union which has been 


Shearer, asking her not to cross the 
picket line at the premiere of ‘Marie 
Antoinette’ last night 
TMAT said she was the only film 
star in New York. Union rates 
‘Marie’ as a roadshow but it will be 
generally released Aug. 26. 

TMAT states it has the moral sup- 
port of the Screen Actors’ Guild on 
the grounds that both bodies are 
American Federation of Labor affili- 
ates, 


Hollywood Aug. 16 


Metro has dropped plans to road- 
how ‘Marie Antoinette’ and j nd 
r sale © 
ng it it at popular prices a 
earl release for the 1938-39 


Tarkington Tale to Bow 
In Peter Holden at RKO 


Hollywood, Aug. 16 
Seven-year-old Peter Holder 
appearing in ‘Borrowed Tit 
Broedy iv, Will pet 4 heav\ 

) en I 0 to RKO 
‘ 7 t e p } y ¥ 
Y 
r B i I i 


suit in civil courts 

There seems to be little question 
but that theatre divorcement idea is 
gaining momentum, aside from the 
boost given it by the Dakota de- 
cision. This is attributed to the 
growing hostile attitude of ‘Susiness 
towards affiliated operations. Never 


extremely popular with business 
firms in smaller communities, some 
firms recently have indicated that 
they are hopeful that theatre di- 


| vorcement may be extended so that 


new 


theatre circuits will cut them- 
| selves loose from lines of trade 
| other than what is held essential to 


| filmhouse 


»peration, 

have been. plenty. of-eom- 
from business men in these 
smaller cities and big towns over ex- 
hibitors (often linked to affiliated 


There 
nlaints 


|! operation) entering into active com- 


netish with merchants. They say 
that installation of a candy counter, 
generally operated by the house 
ushers, has been extended so much 
that ice cream and sodas now are 
being disp2nsed. They are hoping 
that these cinema spots don’t start 
soda fountain lunches and selling hot 
dogs 

Then, too, newspaper publishers 
are unhappy over the use of blatant 
screen advertising. They know that 
affiliated circuit houses are actually 
getting paid for this so much per 
film per show and they consider it 
tough competition when there is only 


|} so much coin available for advertis- 


ing in smaller communities. 
Whether true or not, newspapers 
and business men blame affiliated 
circuits linked up with major com- 
panies for these practices. Which 
possibly accounts for their failure to 
sympathize with major theatre oper- 
atives. They see in the theatre di- 
vorcement legislation a chance to 
force theatres to attend strictly to 


| the picture business and when neces- 


picketing the Astor, N. Y., because 
|house is not staffed with union 
members, telegraphed Norma | 


(Tuesday ). | 


| duction 


Don’t 


sary to force them to let 


cessions, 


out con- 


REP EARMARKS 7506 
FOR SAM HOUSTON EPIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

On the shelf for a year, Republic's 
‘Wagons Westward,’ based on the 
life of Sam Houston, goes into pro- 
Oct. 1 with a $750,000 
budget, highest in the studio’s his- 
tory. ‘Wagons will be followed by 
two other high budgeters, ‘Two 
Years Before the Mast’ and ‘Doctors 
Tell.’ 
Republic’s hillbilly musical, ‘Down 


A roy eta * ‘ . ' r 1 
in Arkansaw, went into production 


today (Tues.) with June Storey bor- 
rowed from 20th-Fo te the 
roma! i p yt th R ) B ! 
Pin Tomlin and t We B 
ind Elvir head the ¢ 


Okay Acad Revamp 


P] f 
Al ¢ 
vi 
a 
in 


oe 


te oe 


ote 
ee 


we 
p <8: 


a 


cogent: TES UE: 














asker 
ete 


eg 


. 3 
; | 
He & 
i 

: 
' 








6 VARIETY 





_ PICTURES 








Semmes Darkened Houses Ready 


To Reopen This and Next Week: 
Not as Many Shuttered as Planned 

















Numerous houses are preparing to Shaming Nature 
reopen this week and next, swing- pars 

ing into motion for the 1938-39 sea- Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
son as the new product begins to Warners did a big makeup 

. + Sees } — O ~thing 
become available. In other cases, iob on the studio lake, Tae 

} . up its complexion with 1,50( 
theatres all over the country are “s were: ts 

2 ae ae pounds of blue vegetable dye. 
relighting in order to pick up film igen = 

: , ; Water was too pale for Tech- 
th: led up during the closings “ 
} nicolor filming of scenes for 
period a > 
aa rly as many o aal ‘Heart of the North. 
; oe y d rs ‘ 1¢ +} > eg Date palms down Indio way 
threatened decided to bolt the doors, | . : : 
n the Greate r New Y rly ust now are iateless but that 
ill Li i al i | WV UIK ] ome 
area where a record number was lidn’t affect Warners plans to 
ailiadiatead In 1 oe C ie is. tal send a troupe there on location 
scneauled, I yn ~ircies cake ae ‘ ; 
claimed the threat of a flock of| for ‘They Made Me a Criminal 
c] erent = “- 1 eiaalin in the nat re of |! Script embraces the _ season 

1OSiINgS Was iarfsei In tne nature I . 
=. Mebesd ottae! 4 seihaeciih” secede when dates are in full cry so 
a bluff in hopes of forcing reduc- 
tions for booths and st igehands the prop department had its 
whats uned “a o the ne work cut out. Two truckloads 
v l As + V I 11€ N illiti P 
months of the fruit were hauled to the 

In asking for cuts, most theatre site to be wired to the stems. 
operators told the unions, accord-|—— 
ing to sources in latter quarters, T M ° B k 
that unless the booth and stage bills ony artin ac 
were reduced, they’d have to close 
down. Unions refused to take the For Extra 4 Days 
cut, telling operators they coulc 7 ? 

. . . 
close instead if they wanted to. But Minus His Orch: 
Many didn’t go through after get- 
ting this union answer. Only in a ——— 

Uy icol: , inctonres wera ‘ . 
few i ane - tance were any Detroit. Aug. 16. 
‘tuts approved by ions. 4 
oS See *] naan , After leading house last week to 

Nevertheless, there was a_sub- . . 

‘ ; ‘ ; f = , hr best gross since last spring, Tony 
stantia number oO qgarkenings nis } 
haere the fous nhs seat teed Martin returned solo to the Fox 

ier, the figure going away over “1 

: yer y ~*~" | stage here yesterday (15) to fill out 
last summer and including some} ” Sy ig ‘4 os Pes 
large key first runs and de luxers. remaining four days of current 


week. 
Coupled with ‘Letter of Introduc- 
tion’ (U), film-ether warbler and his 


some 


like- 


In reopening, the policies in 
cases are being switched, with 
lihood that in 


spots vaudeville or = : - 
stage shows will be used this com-| band dragged wow $34,500 into Fox 
ing season. | last week and was slated tu hold for 


|} second stanza with next pic. How- 
ever, prior to booking here, Martin 


| had contracted three one-nighters 


JANET GAYNOR’S OWN  |'2¢, sntsced tree oneniters 
UNIT WITH SELZNICK °.%,"" 





| After completing one-nighters 
| Sunday (14), Martin returned sans 


| band for remaining four days this 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. | : 
| week. Happy Felton, also minus his 


Myron Selznick is dickering with 
Janet Gaynor to form a production 
unit similar to the one he recently 
formed with Ernst Lubitsch, to 
operate on a percentage basis. 

First picture planned by the new 
unit will be ‘Forever,’ based on a 
novel by Mildred Cram. Miss 
Gaynor owns the screen rights. 


Laurel Fails to Saw 
Unhitched From Payroil 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Stan Laurel is off the Hal Roach | 
payroll, under suspension for as- (WB), current, the pictures, in the 
serted failure to show up during | 'der in which they will play, are 
prcparation for the next untitled | rou Can't Take it With You’ (Col), 
Laurel and Hardy comecy Roach | Carefree (RKO), ‘Drums’ (UA), 
denied a rumor that he would re- | Young on meart’ (UA) and ‘There 
place Laurel with Harry Langdon in | Goes My Heart (UA), 
case the difficulty is not straightened 
out. 

Meanwhile, two other problems 
are worrying Roach. Death of John 
Blystone necessitates changes in the 
direction of (‘Captain Midnight.’ 
Constance Bennett, under contract to 
work in ‘Service De Luxe’ at Uni- | 
versal, starting Aug. 13, may not be 
able to start in Roach’s ‘Topper 
Takes a Trip,’ slated fo Sept. 1. 


show currently and remains through 
the week. 


| 
MUSIC HALL SETS ITS 
NEXT FIVE PICTURES 


Although a couple of pictures have 
had to be set back due to later com- 
pletion than anticipated, the Music 
Hall, N. Y., has lined up fall book- 
ings of five pictures and has sched- 
uled them as they will play. 

Following ‘Four’s a Crowd’ 











Agcy. Sues Cummings 
For $19,603 on Walkout 


- Los Angeles. Aug. 16. 
Walter Herzbrun agency is suing 
Robert Cummings fc "$19,603.33. 
| claiming the actor walked out on a 

seven-year contract without cause. 
Complaint declares Cummings will 
earn $187,200 during balance of his 
Paramount pact and asks 10% of this 
plus $883.33 claimed due since April 


2, when he abrogated the agency 





Pascal Back Home 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Gabriel Pascal, indie British PrO- | contract 
ducer, airs east Aug. 18 to board) ee 
the Rex for Venice to attend the | 
premiere of his picture ‘Pygmalion.’ | ° 

He’s due back in September to | Mobbing Up on ‘Gunga’ 
prepare ‘The Devil’s Disciple,’ an-| 
other Shaw play, for early produc-| 
tion start. 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Battle scene: in RKO’s ‘Gunga 
Din’ next week will require 400 more 
| extras at Lone Pine, raising the total 

| of cast and crew to more than 750, 
| Original camp site was built to 
hous. 400. New army of extras will 
be housed in auto camps, hotels and 
private homes. Temperature in that 


sector runs from the late nineties to 
115. 


Studios After ‘Pilot’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Don Lee _ network’s ‘Phantom 
Pilot’ has Metro and Republic bid- 
ding against each other for picture 
rights to the air serial. 


Lee chain sold ‘Lone Ranger’ to 
Republic. adie aaliala: ” 
—_— ‘KI ’ 
T D ‘Oz’ TCHEN ROLLS AT WB 
aurog Vraws Zz Hollywood Aug. 16. 
» Hollywood, Aug. 16. Lew Seiler directs Warners ‘Hell's 
Norman Taurog gets the direc- | Kitchen,’ slated to go before the 


torial job on Metro’s Technicolored | Cameras this week. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ to be produced by Cast is topped by 

Vervyn LeRoy. fart, 
Director just finished ‘Boys Town.’ | Kids. 


Humphrey Bo- 
Gale Page and the Dead End 


band, was brought in to head Fox | 





Bill Morris’ Quickie 


| Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
| William Morris, Jr., is here from 
| New York, accompanied by Jerome 


Wilzin, for 35 years attorney for the | 


Morris agency. 

| After a week of confabbing with 
| Abe Lastfogel and Johnny Hyde, 
| Morris goes to Del Monte for a fort- 
| night’s vacation. Wilzin is seeing the 
| Coast for the first time. 


| Sammy Weisbord, liaison for Abe 
'Lastfogel in the William Morris 
agency east, readies te hop to the 
Hollywood office Oct. 1, where he 
will permanently headquarter. 


Directors Cite 
10 Studios For 
NLRB Violations 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
10 


| ° ° - ° 
studios have been issued by National 


| Complaints against major 


| Labor Relations Board for asserted 
| violation of the Wagner Act in re- 
fusing to negotiate with Screen Di- 
rectors Guild. Board set Aug. 22 for 


ition also will be made on demand 
SDG for certification bar- 
gainer for directors, assistant direc- 
tors and unit managers. 

William Ringer has been asked to 
preside as trial examiner. 

Screen Writers Guild is still debat- 
ing the proper approach to the pro- 
ducers in its capacity of official 
representative for collective bargain- 
ing of the writers employed in mo- 
tion picture studios. 
| Notice of certification was received 
llast week by the three parties con- 
cerned—SWG, the 13 studios at which 
the writers. voiced their preference 
for the Guild,-and the offiee ci Dr. 
Towne Nylander, head of the local 
National Labor Relations Board. 
| Producers may either recognize SWG 
lor file their exceptions with the 
| board. 
| In case the producers refuse, SWG 
jmay report the refusal to NLRB, 
| which will investigate the facts. If 
l\the evidence warrants, the board 
| will command the producers to 
|negotiate with the Guild. In the 
|event of further refusal, two courses 
| are open, 
| NLRB may take the case before 
lthe U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
or-the producers may go to the same 
court and question the right of the 
{board to authorize any collective 
|bargaining negotiations with SWG. 
|No matter what the result may be, 
lit is held certain that the matter will 
'be carried to the U. S. Supreme 
Court for final adjudication. 

Executive board of Guild last 
week accepted the application for 
membership of James K. McGuin- 
ness. Writer was one of the organ- 
izers of Screen Playwrights when 
the SAG split up into two factions 
about two years ago. He recently 
resigned his SP membership with 
the announcement that he was going 
back to the Guild. . 
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MOSTLY B’WAY PLAYERS: 
IN ORLOB’S WPA FILM. 





Harold Orlob, who is independent- 
ly producing ‘One Third of a Na- 
tion, the WPA play, for Para- 
mount release, will start actual shoot- 
ing at the Eastern Service studios, 
| Astoria, early in Sentember on re- 
turn of Sylvia Sidney from Europe. 
| She is due in Sept. 5. 

Meantime, Orlob started testing 
3roadway talent Monday (15), giv- 
ing tests to Simone Pettijean, Barry 
Sullivan, William Post, Cvyrilla 

Yorne, Myron McCormick, Clyde 
Fillmore, Charles Maxwell. Elizabeth 
Russell and William Roehick. Most 
all of the talent to be used 
picture will be drawn frora 
way. 


Broad- 


Bartholomew’s Point In 
$39,600 Suit by Selznick 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


a hearing, at whicn time determina- | 


in the | 


f 





Wednesday, August 17, 1933 
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U.S. Research for Hwood 





disclosed last week. 


a list of 4,753 houses and public 


particular demand by the studios. 
Funds for the survey are 


roeh 
Acti 


the 
have 


of A itects, 
representatives 


Institute 
Survey 





Invaluable aid to the motion picture industry is being given by the 
Historic American Building Survey, the Department of the Interior 


Begun in 1933, under Government auspices, the survey is receiy. 
ing an increasing number of requests from film producers for data on 
authentic historical buildings, which it produces from files containing 


photographs and 6,751 pages of written data. 

New Orleans sets for ‘The Buccaneer’ and ‘Jezebel’ were recreated 
through the services of the survey, 
ment report, while dope on typical structures such as covered bridges, 
wayside taverns, missions and churches of the southwest have been in 


provided 
throughout the country and cooperation is given by the American 
Fede 
been 
American Institute, where they serve without pay, except on special 


occasions where their assistance is required to supervise projects, 
The National Park Service, private schools, universities and archi- 
| tectural groups aid in the work of assembling data and manpower 


is provided by WPA and CCC architectural foremen. 


Washington, Aug. 16. 


buildings, 16,893 drawings, 18,636 


according to the Interior Depart- 


from State WPA projects 


and the 
districts 


Government 
in 70 


ral 
stationed 


States, 


of the 





| 








Eastman’s $3.05 Per 
Share Earnings For 
| First 24 Weeks in 38 


| 
| 
| Although there was a big dip in 
| per common share earnings in the 
| first 24 weeks this year, Eastman 
iKodak still showed $3.05 per com- 


mon share in less than half a year. 
In the initial 24-week period last 
|year, Eastman had $5.01 a share. 


| + 
June quarter for the company was 


especially disappointing, net profit 
dropping to $374,635 or nearly half 
| what it was in the second quarter of 
11937. Company showed net prefit of 
7,051,673 for the first 24 weeks 
more than $4,000,000 less than 
$11,375,066 reported for the 
period last year. 

Hefty decline was largely attribu- 





or | 
the | 

| 
same | 


ted to higher operating costs and 
additional taxes because net sales 


for this period were only $4,141,266 
below comparable period a year ago. 
Earnings of Madison Square Gar-| 
den Corp. were more than $100,000 | 
greater for the year ended last May | 
|as compared with previous fiscal | 
| year. Report issued last week} 
| showed that net profit was $454,789 | 
for the fiscal 12 months ending in| 
May as against $348,274 in the pre- | 
ceding company year. The earn-'| 
ings amounted to $1.62 on capital | 
stock in the past fiscal year as| 
compared with $1.21 per share in| 
the preceding 12-month period. | 
| 

| 


NEWSREELERS’ NEW 
DEAL SET THIS WK. 








Long delayed conferences on a new 
wage-hour contract for newsreel 
cameramen have been set to get un- | 
der way this week, with Pat Casey, | 
Charlie Downs and several reps both | 
from Local 659 and newsreel com- | 
panies representing respective de- 





| 


mands. 

Old contract was perfected shortly | 
after the NRA was declared null and | 
void but the impetus of this industry 
| arrangement helped the union pho- 

tographers to obtain a basically fair | 

pact. Matter of freelance camera- 
| men, insurance for lensmen and bet- 
ter understanding on apprentice pho- | 
| tographers are scheduled for con- 
| sideration in forthcoming parleys. 


| dad a 
38's Great Train Robbery 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 











Henry King, 20th-Fox director, | 
and his ‘Jesse James’ troupe train 


out Thursday (18) to start shooting 
on location at Pineville, Mo. 

Latest additions to the cast sup- 
porting Tyrone Power are Brian 
Donlevy, Donald Meek, Jane Dar- 
well, Lon Chaney, Jr., Harold Good- 
win, Charles Tannen and _ Ernest 
Whitman. 


Superior Judge Robert Kenny has | 


ruled that an agent is not a necessity 
in the life of a young actor, in elimi- 
nating Freddie Bartholomew as 
party to the suit filed by the Myron 
Selznick Agency. 


Percentery is lawing for $39,600 in 
i fee. 


a ' 


That Was Years Ago 
Hollywood, Aug 
Jackie Coogan is dickering for a 
part in ‘Tom Sawyer, Detective.’ 
|rolling this week at Paramount. 
| Years ago he starred in ‘Tom Saw- 
l yer.’ 


16. 





Film Studios and Unions Extend 
Their Labor Pact Until Next Apri 


+ 


The same arrangement as called 
for under last year’s contract bee 
tween the studios and unions sig- 
natory to the five-year basic agree- 
ment, will be continued through 
until next April, with no outside 
unions to be brought in under the 
five-year termers, 


Each year under this agreement, 
the producers through their labor 
contact, Pat Casey, and representa- 
tives of the five big unions get to- 
gether to set terms for the ensuing 
year. This spring, however, contfer- 
ences were delayed, the same terms 
meantime continuing. 


On getting together, producers 
finally demanded a 10% decrease for 
this year, while wnions. countered 
with demand fora 5% -an- ease, 


On Monday (15), with the various 
representatives of the five interna- 
tional unions and Casey all in New 


| York at the same time, a conference 


was held at which the agreement 


| was reached to let everything ride 
las is until next spring, this represent- 


ing a compromise. Unions rep- 
resented were the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Eme 


ployees, the American Federation of 
Musicians, the Carpenters, Teamsters 
and Electricians. 

No consideration was given to the 
inclusion of any other unions under 
the basic agreement, including the 
Laboratory Workers who want te 
get in. 

Last year the various unions ob- 
tained an increase and believed in 
some quarters that they were just 
as willing to stall this year’s con- 


ferences with the producers in the 


thought that early spring and sum- 


| mer conditions may have meant & 
| determined effort to get decreases. 





RAFT SNUBS ‘BLUES, 


PAR STOPS PAYCHECK 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

For refusing to play the male lead 
in ‘St. Louis Blues,’ George Raft was 
dropped from the Paramount payroll 
by order of Adolph Zukor. Suspen- 
sion is indefinite. Lloyd Nolan gets 
the role. 

Zukor declared the actor turned 
down the part after approving it, at 
the same time suggesting that the 
studio lift his option, which is not 
due until Dec. 12. Raft said he had 
not been handed the script until 4 
week ago and did not okay it. 

Picture was slated to start Aug. 1 
but was held up by Dorothy Lé 
mour’s operation. Delayed start was 
due last Thursday (11) with Raoul 
Walsh shooting around Miss Lamour. 





‘Man Mountain’ Dean Will 


Forget About Ga. Politics 


Norcross, Ga., Aug 16. 
“Man Mountain’ Dean, heavyweight 
grappler and_= screen actor. will 
eschew politics for ring and film 
work, he decided after returning ‘ 
his home here after completing his 
work in Metro’s ‘Gladiators. 
Rassler, whose real name 
S. Leaviit, has quit race for 
sentative in Georgia General 
bly from Gwinnett county 
fact that his political foes 

come ‘personal’ in thei 


« Frank 
repre- 
Assem- 
Citing 
had bee 


remarks 


about him, Dean said: 
‘If I stzy in politics, I'l) 
body sure.’ 


some* 




















0 


h 
\ 
u 
t 
e 
c 


—~ ~~ tet tet Po 


ih te teh om ca at OG ao O 





the 
rior 
Civ. 
1 on 
ling 


ated 
art- 
ges, 
n in 


ects 
ican 
ites, 

the 
cial 
cts, 
chi- 
wer 





pr 


called 
ct be. 
is sige 
agree- 
hrough 
outside 
er the 


ement, 

labor 
esenta- 
get to- 
nsuing 
conter- 
- terms 


ducers 
ase for 
intered 
various 
nterna- 
n New 
ference 
eement 
ig ride 
resent- 
3 rep 
nal Ale 
> Eme 
tion of 
amsters 


to the 
; under 
ng the 
vant to 


yns ob- 
ved in 
re just 
’s con- 
in the 
d sum- 
1eant & 
pases, 


19 

, 
HECK 
ig. 16. 
ile lead 
aft was 
payroll 


Suspen- 
an gets 


turned 
git, at 
hat the 
is not 
he had 
until @ 
a 

Aug. 1 
hy La- 
art was 
» Raoul 
amour. 


1 Will 
olities 
ig. 16. 

yweight 
r. will 
nd film 
‘ning 10 
ting his 


« Frank 
r repres 
Assem- 

Citing 
had bes 
remarks 


« some 





Wednesday, 


August 17, 1938 


PICTURES 











aENTALS TI 
wW CROSSES 





e -¢ Independent Itemizes 
Seven Major Ills in Dis- 
tribs’ Relations with the 
Small Theatre Owner 


URGES CO-OP 


By E. E. Webber, Jr. 


Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 10. 

ditor, VARIETY: 

Fee exhibitor in this city has not 
organized to such an extent that he 
has been able through the press and | 
yarious affiliations to have a clear 
understanding of the producer-dis- 
tributor relationship. He is, how- 
ever, vitally aware of his own short- 
comings in the methods of operation } 
of his theatre or theatres. 

I enclose a copy of a speech made 
by me a few weeks ago before the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Kansas City and you have my per- 
mission to use what parts of it may 
be of interest to you. 

I am young in the business, with 
my father operating two suburban 
theatres in Kansas City. Thus far I 
must admit I can see very little in 
the future for the average house. I 
cannot say how long I will be in 
this business. It is an interesting, 
fascinating business, hut when cver- 
head is so high, film rentals high, 
etc, etc, there is nothing left for 
the exhibitor. 

I should like very much to meet 
with men who are experienced in 
production and _ distribution and 
work out some program that would 
benefit our situation. 

E. E. Webber, Jr., 

President, Independent Theatre 
Owners of K. C. 





Webber’s Address’ 


are prompted by the pitiful state in 
which I find the show business to- 
day. I have heard complaints from 
every exhibitor in this city about 
the conditions existing within our 
association and within the exhibi- 





tion branch of this great industry. 
Ihave heard no complaints from the 
distributors or producers. Only 
when a bill is placed before the 
United States Senate have I seen 
any hysterical action taken by the 
distributor, Never have I seen any 
action taken by the exhibitor. This 
in itself indicates one of the two 
Parties involved is satisfied with ex- 
isting policies if they can be called 





such, in the suburban theatres of 
Kansas City, 

The complaints are numerous: 1. 
High film rentals. 2. Double 
tures. 3. Low admissions. 4. The 


tributor, 


Vital importance, but has now been 
Placed in the moth-eaten files of this 
#sociation. 6. Giveaways. 7. Fall- 
Ng grosses, 
is ve certainly can say our business 
‘al pars with numerous diseases 
aa extremely ill. We should be 
ee head a ‘Doctor in the house, 
i. S ead we are patiently waiting 
© bedside ‘for a miracle to hap- 


mah weve? before have we seen 
inducements to attend the the- 
atre, ney 


“ p+ tre before have we seen such 
We seen Ssions, never before have 
tic such absurd business prac- 
Me I call 
fight tne men to discuss, argue and 
tien, S problem through to a solu- 


Rentals 


xorkhis, eomine the complaint of 
come film rentals. I believe 
commenc should receive a rental 
a8 an — with what he placed 
O not beet in the picture. I 

elieve he deserves a share of 


the 
TOsc: ; ‘ 
e Oss; ie, if a producer invests 


Let us 





e: his film iN a picture he should base 
0 rental upon an expectancy 


Sonable profit from the sale 
Picture alone. 


a reg 
°f the 


(Continued on page 35) 


These few remarks I have to make | 


Weekly payment plan of the dis- | 
re 5. Zoning arrangements, | 
Which at one time was a problem of | 


MORE 


+ 











| Fox, 








fea- | 





upon you as legitimate | 


| 


Fish Story 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
The Marx Bros. had two out- 
of-town callers on their RKO 
set last Friday in Father Shea 
and Johnny Dundee, latter the 
former lightweight champ. 
Chico invited the cleric to the 


fights and dinner. Harpo chose 
Dundee, 
Chico Called home and 


learned they were having roast 


beef for dinner. When Harpo 
said they were having fish the 
brothers swapped guests for the 
night. 








F. & M. REOPENS 
FOX, ST. LOUIS, 
WITH “ALEX” 


St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
Arthur, Jr., v.-p. and 
manager of Fanchon & 
interests here. will assume 
personal supervision over F & M's 
three houses, Fox, Missouri and 
Ambassador, when the 5,000 seater 
closed for the last 13 weeks, 
reopens Friday (19) with ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ Arthur’s 
move in taking over personal super- 
vision of the three houses is oc- 
casioned by the resignation of Leto 
Hill last week. Hill will return to 
the Warner Bros. organization as a 
Gistrict supervisor of -neatre 
operations. 

Clyde Brown, manager of the 
Missouri, will move over to the Fox 
as house manager and will be sup- 
planted by his assistant, George 
Rixner. Arthur said the New Grand 
Central, 1,800-seater, two blocks 
from the Fox, which has been closed 
for several years, will be reopened 
about Sept. 1 as a subsequent run 
house, At one time F & M enter- 
tained plans of converting the house 
into a Cinema Guild for the show- 
ing of special screen fare, but 
abandoned the idea when bids for 
the contemplated improvements 
greatly exceeded the estimate. Co- 
incident with the reopening of the 
Fox, Loew’s, the burg’s other down- 
town de luxer, begins its 14th an- 
niversary with a record of never 
having been closed a single day and 
always operating under the same 
management. It is the only large 


rarry $C, 
general 
Marco's 


house in this burg to have this dis- | 


tinction. It is estimated that ap- 
proximately 33,000,000 persons have 
patronized this house since it opened. 
Harold (Chick) Evens has_ been 
manager at Loew's for the past eight 
years. 
Cincinnati, Aug. 16. 

RKO Shubert, town’s only combo 
house for the past three years, re- 
opens Aug. 19, after a nine-week 
idle spell, with a straight screen 
policy for the early part of the sea- 
son. 

Initial 
ander’s 


attraction will be ‘Alex- 
Ragtime Band’ (20th), set 
at 35-55c scale, 


for an indef run 

which is an advance of 13c over the 
regular top for RKO pic parlors | 
here. 





NOT A. J. SMALL 


Skeleton at First Thought to Be 
Missing Showman. 
Ottawa, Aug. 16. 

The discovery of a_ half-buried 
human skeleton near Whitby, Ont., 
aroused the rumor that the bones 
might be the remains of A. J. Small, 
Canadian theatre circuit owner, who 
disappeared without trace in 1919. 
Checkup by the police proved other- 
wise because the teeth of the skele- 
ton were in perfect condition and 
the records show that Small had a 
number of gold fillings. 

Small vanished after he had 
posited the $1,000,000 proceeds from 
the sale of his chain to Trans- 
Canada Theatres, Ltd. The famous 








de- 


case, which brought a search in many 
parts of the U. S., as well as Mexico, 
I do not be- | continues to be revived at every op- 


portunity, 
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N. Y. THEATRE LABOR 
ACCORD LOOKS SET 


An agreement between New York 
theatres, both chain and independent 


+ 








to cover porters, cleaners, matrons., 
etc., is looked for with the suilding 
Service Workers’ Union follow g 
conferences held Monday afternoon 
(15) at which scales and ynditior 
were set up 
The probable basis of settlement 

will call for a 48-hour week for all 
such workers in the theatres of 
Greater New York. Scale ex 

will be $16.80 a week for 

or 35c an hour, and 

women or 30c an hour, In those 
theatres where porters, cleaners, 
| matrons and the like are now re- 
| ceiving more than this scale, they 


| are to get an increase of 50c a week 
|} over salary now being paid. 





| The theatres are asking for a long- 
; term contract, a point ot Vhich 
| settlement may be ymew de 

| layed, though not anticipated that | 


this will upset matters at this time. | 


Operators would prefer a term con- 
tract running seven or 10 years. 

| Ali Greater New York theatres 
| and chains were represented at the 
| Monday conference excepting the 
Music Hall. 


WEHRENBERG 
CONCILIATI 





St. Louis, Aug. 14. 





| Editor, VARIETY: 

| You no doubt know that I am 
heartily in accord with the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America’s 
10-point program and have been ad- 
vocating same with our good friend 
Ed Kuykendall for a number of 
yeals. 

The producers and_ distributors 
| have no one but themselves to blame 
for their present predicament and 
the government suit. I have been a 
firm believer in conciliation boards, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


nr 








> pected 
the men, 
$14.60 to! 


+ 
| 
H’wood’s Irish | 
Hollywood, Aug, 16 
Sons of Erin in the film 
colony wired an invitation to 
Douglas Corrigan to be guest 
at a welcoming dinner at the 
Lakeside Golf club 
Greeting committee consists 
of Edgar Kennedy, Walter C 
Kelly, Bing Crosby James 
Cagney, Joseph I. Breen, Pat 
O’Brien, Ray McCarey and 
George Murphy 














LEND 
RO THEIR 
Y UNIE 


Washington, 
marines of the U. 


Aug. 16 


The S. Marine 


Band may land, but they won't have | 


the uniform or scarlet tunic situa- 
tion very well in hand for quite a 
while—their dress uniforms went to 


the Coast by air last week to appear | 


in ‘Sweethearts,’ new 
Film is in color, and director W. S. 
Van Dyke, Marine Corps reserve of- 


ficer, blew up when he saw ward- 
robe department’s idea of leather- | 
necks’ dress uniform. Metro’s 
| Washington counsel, Mabel Walker | 


| Willebrandt, former assistant AG in 
| charge of dry enforcement, pulled 


| 
| 
} 
} 





| red 


whereby distributors and exhibitors | 
'ecan sit around a table and iron out |! 


| the differences of the industry within 
the industry without government in- 


terference, and I believe the sooner | 


| that these boards are set up the bet- | 


iter it will be for the entire industry. 
| As far as our situation here in this 
| territory is concerned, I suppose it is 


no different than in any other terri- | 


tory. One exhibitor feels that he 
'should have the-run 
| hibitor ahead of him has, and vice 
| versa, 


| An exhibitor told me the other 


wires, got orders issued for the loan 
of 72. uniforms from bandsmen, the 
most gorgeously outfitted outfit in 
US military service. 

Joke is that the uniforms are per- 
sonal property of bandsmen, who 
paid over $50 each for outfit, in- 
cluding blue caps, red tunics, white 
epaulets, brass buttons, much gold 
braid, and blue pants with broad 
stripe enclosing thin white 
stripe. However, Metro is expected 
to kick in with large check to band’s 
benefit fund, and pay all expenses, 
including insurance for $4,500, and 
expenses of drum major to Holly- 
wood and back with costumes. 

Also—and this is why the boys | 
aren’t squawking—there won’t be 
any dress parades in hot Washing- 
ton jn hot dress uniforms while said | 
dress is in Hollywood, | 

If it’s a publicity gag for Metro, | 
it worked, for the Capital dailies bit. 


|American Airlines also got a plug 


| 


that the ex- | 


day that if he had John Smith's run | 


he could make more money, although 
| he was making money with the run 
| that he now has, so, you see, every 
exhibitor wants first run in his terri- 
tory of all the product, which is a 
physical impossibility. 

Fred Wehrenberg, 


President, M. P. T. O. of St. Louis, | 
and Southern | 


Eastern Missouri 


Illinois. 


Myers Interested 
Washington, D. C., Aug. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 

Thank you very much for inviting 
me to contribute an analysis of ex- 
hibiting conditions, together with 
| suggestions for the betterment of the 
motion picture industry in its public 
| and trade relations 
After many years of close obser- 
‘vation of industry affairs I naturally 
have some definite ideas as to how 
the producer-distributors could put 
their house in order and improve 
their relations with the government, 


14. 





the exhibitors and with the public 
at large. Those ideas, however, are 
of interest only as they reflect the 


views and policies of Allied States 
Association 
At the Pittsburgh convention the 


subject of intra-industry relations 
was committed to the board of direc- 
tors to be acted upon and if 
proposals were received from the 
producer-distributors. The most that 
I can say, therefore, is that 1 
producer-distributor committee now 
working in New York evolves a plan 
land submits it to Allied, the board 


when 





|of directors will be 
| consider it, 


out of it locally, claiming stuff larg- 
est air express shipment out of here. 





summoned to 


So far my only information regard- 
ing the work of that committee has | 
been derived from the trade papers, | 

Abram F. Myers, 


Ia. and Neb.’s Attitude 
Eldora, Ia., Aug. 11. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Becase of the many abusive and | 
evil trade practices forced upon the | 
independent exhibitors by the mo- 
tion picture trust such as unreason- 
able film rentais, block-booking, per- 
centages and designated time, threats 
and coercion in selling, circuit ex- 
pansion with consequent protection | 
or non-availability and many others, | 
the independent exhibitor has his 
back squarely against the wall, 
fighting for his very business ex- 
istence. It has been proven time and 
again that the monopolists in this 
industry do not willingly or easily 
relinquish the grip they hold. In 
view of this, it would be remarkable 
indeed, if anything short of the full 
success of the Government's pro- 
jected anti-trust action could correct 
the present situation. 

We have seen round-table confer- 
before, apparently 
only in nopoly and we 
are frankly skeptical that the lasting 
reforms so urgently needed in this 
industry can be accomplished with- 
out action, or at least 
consent decrees 

ALLIED-INDEPENDENT  THE- 
ATRE OWNERS OF IOWA & 
NEBR., INC. 

By Leo F 
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This Mississippi Indie Speaks 
His Mind About Multiple 
News Covrage, Overbuy- 
ing, Unfair Opposition, 
and All the Rest 


BEEF ON SALESMEN 


() } MI j 12 
Editor, Vani , 

In 1 i ) t certain 

t I it a 
t \ t A 

have reference to, There ai y>man 
| adjustments that « ild be made that 
they would cover quite a volume if 


placed in print. 
I will endeavor to touch cn a few 
things that are most essential to the 


Operation of a theatre in a small 
town. There are produced five news- 
reels by five different companies 
| With the subject matter of all the 
news from these five companies 


identical, with the exception of the 
five trademarks placed on the open- 
ing of the news. Each company is- 
sues two numbers of the News each 


| week, making a total of 10 reels per 


week, They demand that we buy the 
News in order to get their other 
This causes quite a bit of 
auplication and additional expense 
to the exhibitors. I am of the opinion 
that some arrangement and agree- 
ment could be made whereby only 
one news would be made which 
would be available to all theatres, 
There is a continued effort of all 


|; companies to manufacture as many 
| Short subjects as possible regardless 


of their merit as to entertainment. 
The theatres are not operated for 
educational purposes and we cannot 
force people to come in to our thea- 
tres for an education. We are com- 


| pelled to get them by advertisement 
| Of the best entertainment that they 


are anxious to see, in place of some- 
thing that has developed from a 
brainstorm in some secluded place. 
These same companies produce a 
number of features and demand that 
they be played with an extended 
playing time with preferred play- 
Gates and under these conditions they 
make more shorts than can be used 
with the features that they make. 

Another great damage that we are 
receiving in this section is the con- 
certed effort of the film salesman and 
managers to promote opposition in 
any town regardless of size, provided 
their product cannot be sold in this 
situation. There is no town that can 
all of the product from all of 
the producers in one year, and under 
this condition it is absolutely neces- 
sary to leave some product out. In 
my opinion the producers should not 
permit their salesmen and managers 
to encourage and promote theatres 
in any town. 

Over-Production 
There are being produced today 


| more features than can possibly be 


used by the theatres. The producers 
manufacture these pietures that will 
not draw and are expensive to the 
operation of our theatres, regardless 
of the admission asked. The pro- 
ducers also bargain with the pro- 
ducers of foreign product and force 
it on the exhibitors. If the producers 
are required to pay certain parties 
for the permission of operating their 
product in their country, it is not 
the place of the United States ex- 


hibitor to foot the bill by paying 
for a picture that is 99 times ou‘ 
of 100 bad. This takes up our play 
Ing time and is very unhealthy to 
the boxoffice ; 

With all of the ¢ anies aski 
for and demanding extended playir 
time with preferred date ind addi 
tional percent tern ( ill pico 
tures, there very little po Lit) 
for an exhibitor to get by in a town 
Should there only be rie eatre in 
a town and the exhibitor does not 
con Witt thre reque there 

) e 1iesman or 
to ct t pposition at once. 
ed on page 35) 
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‘Alex’ Sweeps L. 
Soloing in 2 Acers; Texans $14,000, 
Boy’ Fair $15,300, ‘Chicks’ $12,700 


os Angeles, Aug. 16. '*Alex’ Smackeroo $11,000 





L 
It’s all ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ | aan 
in this burg currently, and the 20th- | In Port.: ‘Roars’ Big 1G 
Fox filmusical is repeating its New ’ ‘agin é 
York success by piling up a record ' Portland, Ore., Aug. 16. _ 
gross at the day-date Loew's State| New pix getting big results are 
and Grauman’s Chinese theatres. | ‘Crowd Roars at Pa ker’s Broad- 
First we ll w > tonight! wv Als ‘Ss _ Ragtime 
(T vith é sé $44 B : the Hi k-Evergreen 
1 e two W é Paramount Alex 1 fact, is par- 
rly in f e extreme | ticularly terrific, rolling up $11,000. 
. al pat K ere Estimates for This Week 
S cs ec Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
ca ahaa ; a SE Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Danger 
ering at tne 4x5 ) theatres with tne n Ai: U). Answering to heavy 
State opening Gally at y a.m. a d the |exploitation for big $7,000. Last 
Cc ving unde vay at 10:90.) week, ‘Birth of Baby’ (Indie) ended 
; = - ™ strong third week with $4,000. First 
y doth nouses are | two weeks got total of $13,500. 
- 2 —s Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
E. ; - sans’ is okay the Para- | (1.500; 30-40 i ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) 
= ; ‘Bi Mee Girl’ is|and ‘Penrod’ (WB) (4th week ). 
; ot = at the Warner | Okay at $2,000. Third, $2,500. First 
d .# follywood and Down-|two weeks at the UA got good 
aa” an Carey's Chickens’ is | $10,000 total. 
just so-so at the day-date Pantages Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
and Hillstreet. | (2.000; 30-40)—‘Texans’ (Par) and 
Holdovers are doing okay, es-|‘Crime Ring’ (RKO) (2d week). 
pecially ‘Algiers’ at the Four Star,| Weak $2,500 First week better than 
and ‘Marie Antoinette’ at the Carthay | average $4,700. 
Circle, latter in its sixth week as 4| paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
two-a-day. | (3,000; 30-40) —‘Alexander’ (20th). 


Estimates for This Week Getting terrific $11,000 and will hold. 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-| Last week, ‘Gateway’ (20th) and 
83-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Marie Antoinette’ | ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), fair $5,200. 
(M-G) (6th week). Expected heavy| Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 30-40)—‘Col- 
drop failed to materialize last week | lege Swing’ (Par) and last five reels 
and with $8,300 in the coffers, doing | of ‘Lone Ranger’ Rep). Getting nice 
okay. Heat will probably cut into| play on the end of the serial pic, 
current week’s take. | around $1,900. Last week, ‘Jungle | 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) ‘Alexander’ (20th). 
Smash hit setting a new attendance 
record (sans holiday trade) for this | 
boulevard acer with hefty $20,000 
first week’s answer. Holds over, one 


-- (20th), with ‘Lone Ranger’ 
fair $1,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 
140) — ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Prison Break’ (U) (2d week). Hold- 


serial, 








of few under current day-date policy ing up to good $4,500. First week 
with State. Last week, ‘Give a great $6,900. 
Million’ (20th) and ‘Army Girl’ 





(Rep), just mild $8,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) and 
‘When Were You Born’ (WB), dual. 
Cagney-O’Brien combo in the smart 
comedy that kids Hollywood, just so- 


so $7.500. Last week, second stanza e bd 

of ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Mr. ] in ® 
Chump’ (WB), very _ satisfactory 4 e9 
$8,100. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—‘Algiers’ (UA) (5th week). Start- 
ing to ease off, due to stiff com- 
petition and heat, but still piling up 





satisfactory grosses. Current week 
looks like okay $3,500 after un- —_—— 
exvected strength on fourth stanza 


which sent take up to $4.800. Kansas City, Aug. 16. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) andjij,. is week inlv be ES 
‘When Were You Born’ (WB), dual. | me ero eae oe z presi - 
Pretty good, looks like about $8,500. ; hame attractions on the stage. In 
Last week, ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and|the other houses it’s only mediocre 
‘Chump’ (WB), second Week, very |bills, and biz is responding accord- 
neat $7,800. | ingly . 
Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- Upt me i — i 2 
40)—‘Prison Break’ (U) and ‘Blonde ptown has a first-run in Jane 





Cheat’ (RKO), dual and vaudeville. | Withers’ new opus, ‘Keen Smiling,’ 
Hitting around $7,800, not very|although only for a six-day run 
profitable. Last week, ‘Blind Alibi’ ‘ Gi 
(RKO) and ‘Going to Be Rich’ House usually plays a follow-up 





Vaude- Army Gal | 


(20th), nosedived for poor $5,000. 
Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 30-40-55)— 


week on feature shown week previ- 
ous at Tower. 





‘Mother Carey’ (RKO). and ‘Sky|, Some outside competition from the 
Giant’ (RKO), dual. Will get only |Tom Mix circus in a two-day stand 
$6.500, slim. Last week, ‘Tough | here over the weekend. Tent show, 
Guy’ (U) and ‘I'm From. City’ sponsored by Democratic club, got 
(RKO), bettered expectations for | about 20,000 tctal attendance. 
Okay $7.000. Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Texans’ (Par) and stage show.|—'Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Chaser’ 
Will hit not big, but profitable,|(M-G) doubled. Headed toward 


$14,000. Last week, holdover stanza |$8,500, over average, but not in keep- 
of ‘Professor Beware’ (Par), held|ing with past ew weeks here. 
strong aided by trio of previews for| week, ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) 
okay $11,000. 


RKO (2.872: 30-40-55) — ‘Mother | 
Carey’ (RKO) and ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO) dual. Just mild interest so 


will finish with $6,200. Last week. 
‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘I’m From City’ 
(RKO), $8,800, just what vas pre- 
dicted. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Alexander’ (20th). Setting a 
new all-time high under present 
policy, and without holiday biz to 
boost, will come under wire with 
terrific $24.000 and holds. Last week, 
‘Give a Million’ (20th) and ‘Army 
Girl’ (Rep), dull $9,100. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
40-55)—T'll Give Million’ (20th) and 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) dual. Moveover 
trade about in proportion to prior 
run at the State and will wind up 
with slim $1,500 Same amount 
garnered last week by ‘Miss Broad- 


Detroit, Aug. 16. 

General tone of biz continues to 
improve, but nothing to write home 
about as yet. Auto plants 
| workers back in droves, 
to work on 1939 models, but it'll take 
some time before this is felt. 

Fox, with ‘Gateway’ and Happy 





calling 


way’ (20th) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G) on/| Felton, minus his band, on stage, fig- 
moveover. ures to come out nicely with return 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55-|of Tony Martin for four days this 
65)—I'll Give Million’ (20th) and! week. Latter Jed house to wow take! 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) dual. Not very |last week, but couldn’t get out of 
hot on moreover with $3,000 the|three one-nighters, so he rejoined 
answer. Last week. ‘Miss Broadway’|stage show as_ single yesterday 
(20th) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G), slim! (Mon.) for remainder of week. 
$3,400. Estimates for This Week 


| Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 30-40)— 


Frances Mercer Relents \‘Letter’ (U) (2d run) plus ‘Passport 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. | fusband’ (20th), dual. Former opus 

Frances Mercer returned to the — a Fox; ory _ i 

‘Annabelle’ cast at RKO after balk-| (00+ (99th) 104 oun? nak liane 

ing on the assignment. | Patrol’ (Col). fair $3.500. os 
Studio was considering suspension| Fex (Indie) (5.000: 


when the actress did an about-face.| ‘Gateway’ (20th) and vaude. Happy 


| 


Last | 
and ;‘Andy Hardy’ 


Det. Locks to Auto Tonic, but 
“till Weak; ‘Gateway’ OK $24,000 


preparatory | 


PICTURE GROSSES 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Aug. 18. 


Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (16). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 20) 
Capitel — ‘Rich Man, Poor 


Girl’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in current VARIETY) 
Criterion—Army Girl’ (Rep) 
(2d wk.). 
Globe—‘Convicted’ (Col) (20). 
Music Hall—‘Four Daughters’ 





Aster — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Capitol — ‘Rich Man, Poor 
Girl’ (MG). 

Criterion — ‘Bulldog Drum- 


mond in Africa’ (Par) (26). 

Music Hall — ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ (Col). 

Paramount — ‘Sing, You Sin- 
ners’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto ‘Woman 
Woman’ (MG) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 22) 

Rivoli — ‘Little Tough Guy’ 
(U) (2d wk). 

Roxy — ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ (20th) (4th wk). 

Strand ‘Boy Meets 
(WB) (26). 


Against 


Girl’ 











Love’ (Par) and ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ | ‘Diamond Row’ (UA), $14,000, topped 
expectations 


and closest approach to 
high figure set by ‘Test Pilot.’ 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
Booloo’ .Par) and ‘Men Such Fools’ 
(WB), dual. Team ':reaks streak of 
single features here for past six 
weeks. Some well-directed exploita- 
tion helping and looks to get $7,300, 
good. Last week, ‘Professor Beware’ 
(Par), $7,000, okay. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200: 10-25-35-55 )— 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) and vaude headed 
by Mildred Bailey ance Red Norvo. 
Stage folk reason for heavy draw, 
but film well received; $14,000, very 
good. Last week, ‘Sky Giants’ (RKO) 


fand vaude, $8,300, fair 


Withers Nice 36 


trun may hit $3 


Uptown (Fox) (1,200: 10-25-40)— 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th). Opened Sat- 
urday (13) and film will get six-day 
play. Withers hasn’t been here in 
some time and drawing juves. Short 
00. okay. Last week, 
‘Miss Broadwa” (20th), eight days, 
making sixteen Gays conti.uous play 


’ | between this house and Tower, light 
‘Army Girl’ plus vaude take the | $3000. 


LEWIS’ ORCH UPS ‘CITY’ 
TO BIG 136 IN DENVER 


Denver. Aug. 16. 
‘I'm from the City’ is being given 
|a big boost by the Ted Lewis orch, 
j; hence leading town. ‘Andy Hardy’ 
land ‘Port of Seven Seas’ are big at 
ithe Broadway and staying second 
| week at this spot. making it three 

| weeks altogether downtown. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— 
‘Gateway’ (20th). N.s.g. $2.000. Last 
week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), after 
a week at the Denver, was only fair 
| at $3,000, but was moved to the Rial- 
| to, regardless. 

Breadway 





(Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
(M-G) and ‘Seven 


BOs 


|Felton, minus his band, topping 
vaude with aid of Tony Martin for 
last four days. Being hypoed to nice 
$24,000 by return of Tony Martin 
yesterday (15) for remainder of 
week. Warbler and his 
‘Letter of Introduction’ (U) to wow 
$34.500 last week, best house has seen 
since last spring, but couldn’t stick 


for full second stanza because of 
three one-nighters previously 
skedded. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 


30-40-65 )—‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) plus 
‘Cowboy of Brooklyn’ (WB), dual. 
Average play at $7.500. Last week 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO), good $10.000, 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.,- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) 


(2d run) and ‘Pride of West’ (Par), | 


dual. Taylor opus moved here from 
Michigan: looks like $5,000, better | 
than usual. Last stanza, ‘Woman/ 


Against Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Night | 
30-40-65 )— Spot’ (RKO), former also moved here | 


after sesh at Michigan, fair $4,400, 


New Pix N.G., but Frisco H.0.s OK: 
‘Gateway Fair 96, Joe E. $7.4) 





Seas’ (M-G), both after a_week at 
the Orpheum. Big $4,500. Will hold. 
Last week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) 
and ‘Sky Giant’ (RKO), both after a 
week at the Broadway, fair $2,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35-40) 
—‘Professor Beware’ (Par). Fine 


(WB). $7,500 in nine days. Last week, ‘Boo- 
(Reviewed in current VARIETY) os * (Par), 7 “we 95.9850) 
are — ‘Sing, You Sin- enver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
sa ey oe ea _ ‘Algiers’ (UA). Fair $7,500, but 
(Reviewed ta Cureent Vaarere) move to Aladdin, regardless. Last 
Rialte — ‘Dark Sands’ (Rec- week, ‘Give Million (20th) and 
4 ae ery ; Major Bowes’ unit, nice $11,500. 
ord) (16). Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
Rivoli — ‘Little Tough Guy’ ||—I’m from City’ (RKO) and Ted 
(U) (17) | Lewis’ band on stage. Very big $13,- | 
Rexy — ‘Alexander’s Ragtime | 000. Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) | 
Band’ (3d wk). hn on Seas’ (M-G), very nice at 
str: ae a 11,500. 
PR oo ate ae Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40 )— 
= ‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Morgue’ (U). 
Week of Aug. 25 Big $5,000, and moving to Rialto. 


Last week, ‘Limberlost’ (Mono) and 
‘Miss Thoroughbred’ (WB) above av- 
erage at $4,500. 
Rialto (Fox) (878: 
Broadway’ (20th), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Main Event’ (Col). Good $2,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Cowboy’ 


Aladdin, and ‘Going Be Rich’ (20th), 
good $2,000. 





$28,000 IN 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

With smash biz by ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band,’ Philly is in the throes 
of its biggest aggregate 
last spring. ‘Alexander’ 
ing the town with a mighty 
while everything else, although 
big, is satisfactory, considering 
hot weather. Berlin pic a phe- 
nomenon, however, beating the first 
week’s gross on ‘Snow White.’ 

Earle this week is slipping slightly. 
although still on the profit side. With 
‘Speed to Burn’ flickering and Ozzie 
Nelson and Harriet Hilliard on the 
stage, house is grossing $19,200. Do- 
ing best of the new flock, aside from 
‘Alexander,’ is ‘Little Tough Guy.’ at 
the Stanton. Clicking off $6,800 in 
nine days. ‘Booloo’ last week was 
pulled after five days, because there 
was only a measly $3,000 in the b.o. 

H.o.’s this week are ‘Letter of In- 
troduction’ at the Boyd and ‘Crowd 
Roars’ at the Fox. Both are doing 
so-so biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2.350; 35-57-66-75)— 
‘Letter’ (U) (2d wk). Coasting mild- 
ly with $8,900 after clicking off nice 
$15,600 in the opening session. Drop- 
off steeper than usual. 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Speed to Burn’ (20th) and Ozzie 
Nelson orch and Harriet Hilliard on 
stage. Showing a bit of profit, but 
below usual Earle standard at $19.- 
200. 
(Par) and ZaSu Pitts 
Prima orch. oke $19,600. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 


gross since 
is lambast- 
$28.000, 

not 
the 


is 


and - Louis 


25-40 )—‘Miss | 


(WB), | 
after a week at each the Denver and | 


‘ALEX’ TERRIFIC 


Last week, ‘Professor Beware’ | 


| San Francisco. Aug, 16. 

| Mediocre biz being done by the 
new crop of pictures playing the 
first runs on Market street this week 
| Taking advantage of the : 


h Idovers 
of ‘Andy Hardy’ at the St. Francis 


‘Algiers’ at the United Artists and 
‘Crowd Roars’ at the Paramount, the 


other houses nabbed a group of 
weakies, 

From the standpoint the 
Fox comes first with ‘Racket Bust. 
ers.’ Warfield has a ippointing 
bill in ‘Gateway’ and ‘Blockheads’ 
Off biz is greeting ‘Crime Ring’ at 
the Golden Gate and ‘Gladiator’ at 


the Orpheum. Operators are hopefy] 


that such biggies in the offing as 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and 
‘Spawn of the North’ will turn the 


tide and that the public will start 
coming back to the theatres again, 
Estimates for This Week 


| Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Rich 
Man’ (M-G). ‘Rich Man’ is based on 


‘White Collars,’ stage play which had 


record stay here some years ago, 
Combo should garner fair $14,000. 


Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep), strong $18,000. 


| Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Crime Ring’ (RKO) and vaude. 


Dead End kids on stage some help, 
but not enough to overcome weak 


;picture. Lukewarm $13.500 in sight, 
|Last week, ‘I’m From City’ (RKO) 
|and vaude, pale $13,000 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘Prison Break’ 
(U). Joe Brown not strong enough 
here to occupy top spot on bill, 
although ‘Gladiator’ is shade better 
than some of his recent vehicles. 
House will have another off week at 
$7,400. Last week, second, ‘Tough 
Guy’ (Col) and ‘Danger in Air’ (U), 


despite help of preview of ‘Letter of 
Introduction’ (U) poor $5.200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 
75)—Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Ad- 
ventures of Chico’ (Mono) (2d 
week). Robert Taylor well liked and 


35-55- 


pie should do gsovd $8,000 on hoid- 
over. Last week, same pics, good 
$15,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Army 
Girl’ (Rep) (2d week). * Latest 


‘Hardy’ picture is mopping up here. 
Anticipated big $7,500 on moveover 
to this house after big week at Fox. 
Last week, ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), good $6,000 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 


55-65)—Algiers’ (UA) (4th week). 
Smashing $7,500 is looked for. Last 


week, third, very big $8.000. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-55-75) 
‘Gateway’ (20th) and ‘Blockheads’ 

(M-G). Lack of new product on the 


street will help take reach $9,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Miss Broad\.ay’ 
| (20th) and ‘Men Such Fools’ (WB), 


$11,200, okay but below average for 
| Shirley Temple picture. 


Outdoor Competish No 


Crimp for Indpis. B. 0; 


 Gateway’-Vande 1056 








Indianapolis, Aug. 16. 
Despite extra hot weather and 
| plenty of outdoor competition, in- 
| cluding a weekend aviation circus, 








‘Crowd Roars’ M-G) (2d wk). Start-| 


ed off powerfully in the opening 
}frame with $16,400, but another one 
\that has been unable to hold the pace. 
| Hardly more than so-so $8,700 cur- 
rently. 

Karlten (WB) 1.066: 37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Carey’s Chickens’ RKO) (2d run). 
Doing no better here than it did on 
its initial run, with weak $3.100, 


(2d run), $3.600, fair. 

Keith’s (WB) (1.870; 37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Texans’ (Par) (2d run). Punk $3.- 
400. Last week. ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) 
(2d run), fair $3,900. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75 )— 








band led} 





Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) | 


| the downtown first-runs are main- 
| taining the gains made during the 
past couple of weeks. 

‘Gateway’ and Ted Fio-Rito’s orch 
at the vaudfilm Lyric doing sturdy 
business, while ‘Crowd Roars’ and 
‘Extortion’ at Loew’s are also setting 


a fast pace at the turnstiles. ‘Letter 
of Introduction’ and ‘Devil's Party 
are garnering nice coin at the Circle. 
Only laggard is ‘Mother Careys 
|Chickens’ at the smaller Apollo, 

though it is making a better showing 
| than recent pics at this spot. 





> (UA) 


‘Alexander’ (20th). Answer to an| Estimates for This Week 

exhib’s rayer and_ million-dollar | Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100: 25-30- 
drives. errific $28.000. It is ex-| 40) — ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO). 
ceeding first week’s take on ‘Snow| Lukewarm at $3,000, Last week, 
| White,” which played same house! ‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Ladies 

| during the winter. Last week, ‘Tex-| Distress’ (Rep), $2.300, dull. 
ans’ (Par), poor $11,200. | Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 25-30- 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— | 40)—‘Letter’ (U) and ‘Devil's Party 
‘Tough Guy’ (U). Garnering nice! (U). On the profit side at $6,500. 
$6.800 in nine days. Getting the two! Last week, ‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Bulle 
extra turns because ‘Booloo’ (Par)! dog Drummond’ (Par), oka $5,600. 
was pulled last week after five days Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400; 25-30-40) 
| with very poor $3,000. ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Exe 
ma tortion’ (Col). Former given a 
. ° e | build-up and results are very ) 

Riskin Sits In 





| at $8.500. Last week, Algier 


ae ae  sweiaht 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. | eee ity Streets’ (Col), lightwelé 
With Samuel Goldwyn away, Rob-| Lyrie (Olson) (2.000: 25-30-40)— 
| ert Riskin is holding the production | ‘Gateway’ (20th) and Ted F o-Rito $ 
reins on “The Lady and the Cowboy,’| band on stage. Latter given edge © 
besides hustling preparations on| billing, but pic is helping. Take WY, 
three other pictures, ‘The Last Fron-| touch $10.500, plenty healthy. Phil 
tier,’ ‘Wuthering Heights’ and ‘The Week, ‘My Bill’ (WB) — new 
Daring Age.’ Harris and orch whammed MO ater. 
| For the time being, he is not doing alltime house record due to aay 
| g, sm Final figure, $16.400, beat 


any writing. 


| Duchin’s mark by $700 
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‘Ale’ Wham $55,000 in Chi, Holds 
Texans Rides to High $13,000, 
: Taylor Hefty 166, ‘Hardy’ Still OK 











y the 
| the + 
thes Chicago, Aug. 16. 
yers é , 
tz flagship, Chicago, 
7 Balaban & Bonet rm coin in this 
; and is still urrently with ‘Alexander’s 
t, th town, © Band.’ Picture looks set to 
, Ragin » high mark for the 
Pp of establish a new If , 
et four years in the house. 
ame at is grinding out on a basis of 
7 Thee ‘en shows daily, with the stage 
one: et nance sliced to minimum run- 
nting anger Got a great weather 
ads,’ ine over the week end, _besides 
ig” at terrific pre-plugging. ‘Alex’ is set in 
er house for two weeks, and there is a 
py. ogsibility that the picture will es- 
peful FF ablish a new mark by holding over 
1g as tata third week, which will be the 
and first time any picture has played a 
nN the trio of sessions in the Chicago. 
start Another top pic is ‘Letter of Intro- 
_— duction,” which had a bang-up stay 
in the Palace last week, and is hold- 
75 Jax ing currently to fine biz. Excellent 
‘Rich talk around town on the flicker, and 
ed on puild-up is steady. 
h had Opening Saturday (13) were 
ago, ‘Crowd Roars,’ United Artists, and 
4,000. ‘Texans, Roosevelt. Both got away 
) and at a good pace, with the former indi- 
00. cating a top gross. ‘Andy Hardy 
35-55) moved into the Apollo following a 
aude, walloping fortnight in the United 
help, Artists. 
bing Estimates for This Week 
RKO) Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G). In here fol- 
-55)— lowing strong two weeks at UA and 
3reak’ heading for good $5,000. Last week, 
nough ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB), finished second 
. bill, week in loop to neat $5,300. 
better Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
hicles. ‘Alexander’ (20th) and stage show. 
Pek at Zooming. gross up to mighty $55,000. 
Tough Grinding °em on a seven-shows-daily 
, ag schedule. In for two weeks and may 
te 


stay three. Last week, Ritz Bros. on 
the stage and ‘Gateway’ (20th), sen- 


35-55- od Pe: 
: sational $53,300. 


= Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-65-75 )— 
‘d and Racket Busters’ (WB). (2d _.wk). 
hold- Turning in good $4,500 currently fol- 
good lowing excellent $6,300 last week. | 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
35-55- —Letter’’ (U) and vaude (2d wk). | 
‘Army Coming through again to highly sat- | 
Latest isfving $16,000 currently, after doing 
: here. nifty $21,600 last week. 
Ag _Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
) and 7) )—'Texans (Par), Opened Satur- 
day (13) and big-time western is 
10: 35 garnering shekels, boosting gross to 
week), healthy $13,000. Last week, ‘Broad- 
Last way’ (20th), finished second session 


to mild $6,800. 


55-75) 





| back. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
heads’ 45-55)—Delinquent Parents’ (Judell) 
on the and vaude. Adults only, although this 
$9,000, ils rated as a family house. Doing 
adv. ay’ good trade at around $12,000. Last 
(WB), week, ‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO), meek 
ge for $9,100, 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 

35-55-65-75) — ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). 
Opened Saturday (13) and getting 
) swell $16,000. Last week, ‘Andy. 
Hardy’ (M-G), got pleasing $10,200 


In second session. 





0.; 


03 ‘Hardy,’ $10,000, Very Big 








In Seattle; ‘Gateway’ N.s.g. 


5s 16. 
és F Seattle, Aug. 16. 
r and Andy Hardy’ is coming into his 
yn, ins ey In this burg. It’s topping ‘Crowd 
circus, pre first week with ‘Crowd’ | 
“ oved to Blue Mouse for extended 
main Tun, ‘Birth of Baby’ fh 
. a Lib aby’ finally out at 
ng t erty after four oke weeks. 
aseball team is home again, and | 
s orch at means plenty theatre opposition. 
sturdy . Estimates for This Week 
’ and Pa Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
setting MG) 2787-42) — ‘Crowd Roars’ 
: oved _ My Bill’ (FN), dual. 
Letter ing tom Fifth Avenue and look-| 
Party Proper, Hig $3,800 here. Last week, | 
bean arm tp neware’ (Par) and ‘Prison 
Agalle, 2.000 gl dual, second weck, 
howing ago (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
Yellow -1722)—‘Josette’ (20th) and 
k good $3 ack’ (M-G), dual. Expect 
- 25-30- MAG 400. Last week, ‘Comrades’ 
(RKO). ) and ‘Broadway’ (20th), dual 
week, Col, 800d, . ; : 
‘Ladies tcloplonial (Sterling) (800: 10-21)— 
Lin » Arai’ (Ind) and ‘General 
25-30- = GB), dual, split with ‘Lone 
. Party i (Rep) (5 eps.) and ‘Devil 
$6,500. 0 (WB), dual. Anticipated 
4 ‘Bulle ActresP oot, Last week, ‘Loved an 
$5,600. dual 88 (GN) and ‘Dr. Boggs’ (GN) 
5-30-40) (5 gplit With ‘Lone Ranger’ (Rep) 
‘= $1,800, and ‘G-Men’ (Col), dual, 
stro ye 
y good oa Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
* (UA) Hardy (1-366; 32-37-42) — ‘Andy 
yeight MG) an-G) and ‘Rich Man’ 
for gre ual. A natural and heading 
30-40)— Roars’ at $10.000. Last week. ‘Crowd 
o-Rito$ dual ay “G) and ‘My Bill’ (FN) 
edge in ib 9.000. good. <= 
ke will Reforne’, (J-VH) (1.800; 21-32-42)— 
y. Last Patrop serv’ (Col) and. ‘Highway 
qd ‘Phil Re fair $4 596°! , dual. Indicated only 
to new of Baby’ . ast week, fourth, ‘Birth 
) latter Music (Indie), £00d $3.400. 
. Eddy ‘850: te. (Hamrick-Eversreen) 
Chasse >. -42) (Par) and 


Texans’ 
Ser’ 
(M-G), Moved from Para- 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week......... . $1,373,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 145 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, including 
a 2 


Total Gross Same Week 











Last Year........... $1,552,900 
(Based on 23 cities, 155 theatres) 











ee 


mount. Anticipated only $2,100, poor, 
In Six days. Last week, ‘Miss Broad- 
way’ (20th) and ‘Sky Giant’ (RKO) 
dual, eight days, $2,900. fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) — ‘Gateway’ (20th) 
and ‘Jim from City’ (RKO), dual. 
Only poor $3,800 in sight. Last week, 
second, ‘Clitterhouse’ (FN) and 
‘Young Fugitives’ (U), dual, $4,100 
good. 

Palomar (Sterling) 
37) — ‘Penrod’ (WB) 
Yourself’ (RKO), dual, 
Good enough at $4,200. Last week, 
‘Distress’ (Rep) and ‘Nurse Brook- 
lyn’ (U), and vaude, $4,000, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,049; 32-37-42)—‘Carey’s Chickens’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par), dual. Very poor $3,100. Last 





| 
| 
Le | 


(1,350; 
and 
and 


10-27- | 
‘Chase 
vaude. 





week, ‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G), dual, good $6,000 in eight 
agays. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 


‘Robin Hood’ (FN). Expect $2,800, 
good. Last week, ‘Cocoanut Grove’ 
(Par) and ‘Over the Wall’ (WB), 


dual, $1,900, mild. 


‘Alex, $701,000, 
And Heat Hitting 
New Pitt Highs 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 

There’s nothing in town but the 
heat and ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,’ with both of them heading 
for new highs. to a sizzling 
start far ahead of anything the Al- 
vin has ever screened, ‘Alexander’ 
is headed for record $20,000. This 
would be big money for the 4,000- 
seat Stanley or Loew’s big Penn, 

Everything else in town flat on its 
The ‘Texans’ at Penn is in 
for a dismal session. Combo Stan- 
ley was hard hit by the last-min- 
ute illness of Jan Savitt, band 
maestro, who was rushed to the 
Columbia hospital in Wilkinsburg 
night before opening (Thurs.) with 
a streptococcus infection of the 
throat. House is in the doldrums. 
The Three Stooges, usually dyna- 
mite in this spot, have been unable 
to make much headway against the 
crippled stage bill and weather. 

‘Sky Giant’ and ‘Little Miss 
Thoroughbred,’ twinner at Warner, 
making a comparatively fair show- 
ing, but Fulton is way off with 
‘Wives Under Suspicion’ and ‘Devil’s 
Party.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th). Substantial cam- 
peign bringing maximum results in 
spite of heat. Heading for at least 
$20,000, a new record for house. 
Last week, ‘Tough Guy’ (U), $7,000, 
fair. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
‘Wives Under Suspicion’ (U), and 
‘Devil's Party’ (U) (2d wk.). In the 
doghouse at $3,000. Last week, ‘Be 
Rich’ (20th) and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep), 
$3,200, poor. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Texans’ (Par). Severe pan- 
ning from critics and heat proving 
too much for this. Heading for sad 
$9,000, if that. uast week, ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (M-G), excellent $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 


first-run 

about the 
locally. 
all 
be so good. 





‘Blockade’ (UA). Three Stooges and 
Jan Savitt band on stage. Three| 
members of band injured in auto 
accident. and maestro Jan Savitt in 
hospital with throat infection, hurt- | 
ing what might otherwise have been | 
passable week. Picture and show) 
well liked by critics, but poor $15,- 


000 at best Last week, ‘Professo1 
Beware’ (Par) and Ozzie Nelson 
orch and Harriet Hilliard on stage, 
disappointing at $17,000 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40)—‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO) and ‘Miss Thorough- 
bred’ (WB) Holding to fair aver- 
age on strength of air ballyhoo, co- 
inciding Douglas Corrigan exploits 
and exploitation on new moppet, 
Janet Chapman: $4,000, fair Last 


week. ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G), on move 
over from Penn, $7,000, great. 


H.0.s, High Temp. Nick 


lit Tee. ek “Alex’Socko $75.00 2a Week, Other 


Montreal, 
holdovers, leaving 
houses with new bills, is | 

low ebb of the summer 
Palace and Capitol will cop 
the cream, which at best , 


Aug. 16 
only two 


Four 





won 
VOSt 


Heat still hitting biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Always. B d ¢ 
Goodbye’ (20th). This looks like | roa way rOSSES 
$5,500, fair enough. Last week, ‘Lady . 

X’ (Brit), so-so $4,000. | : 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Miss|| Estimated Total Gross 
Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Trip to Paris’ | This Week .. 

(20th). Fair $5,000. Last week, 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Chump’ 
| (WB), nice $5,500 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Andy 


Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
(2d week). Will do well enough at 
$4,000, after last week’s good $5,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)- 
‘Algiers’ (UA) (2d week). Very nice 
$4,000 last week will run into $3,000 
currently, good. 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Legions d’Honneur’ (3d 
week). Will be satisfied with $1,000 


after fair $1,200 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 34) 
—J’Accuse’ and ‘Les Conquetes de 
Cesar’ (2d week). So-so $2,500 after 
fair $3,000 last week. 


‘Alex, $32,000, 
Taylor, $39,500, 


Big Hub Clicks’ 


Boston, Aug. 16. 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ is toot- 


ing the hit b.o. tune this week, but | 


‘Crowd Roars’ is running it a close 
second. ‘Racket Busters,’ on a dual 
bill, is also hot, and ‘Letter 
troduction’ won a holdover. 


With other lines of biz bemoaning | 


the depressed trading due to vaca- 
tions, the film stands are tallying 
the biggest figures in months. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40- 
55) ‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and 
‘Chump’ (WB), dual. Getting impor- 
tant coin, around $8,900. 
‘Professor Beware’ (Par) 
dog Drummond’ (Par), 
sagged to $4,500 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907: 25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Letter’ (U) (2d week) 
and ‘Crime Ring’ (RKO), dual. ‘Let- 
ter’ held over with new co-feature, 
will hit around $11,500, okay. 


and 
double, 


pic got dandy $18,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,267; 25-35- 
40-55 )—‘Alexander’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), dual. Flirting with 


smash $32,000. Co-feature crimped 
rapid turnover during weekend 
peaks, preventing bigger’ takes. 


Opening days’ $5,500 represents half 
the gross of some recent sad weeks. 
Last week, ‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Pen- 
rod’ (WB), double, seedy $11,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col), dual. Socko $22,000. 
Would have done more without co- 
feature. Last week, holdover of 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Storm in 
Teacup’ (UA), dual, okay $13,000. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797): 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and 
‘Chump’ (WB), dual. Big $11,000 
indicated. Last week. ‘Professor Be- 
ware’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (Par), double, poor $6,500. 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) | 


—‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Give 
Million’ (20th), dual. Fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Cowboy’ (WB) and ‘My Bill’ 
(WB), double, $5.400, so-so. 

State (Loew) (3.600: 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col), dual. Very big $17,- 


500, or better. Last week, holdover| week with ‘Crowd Roars’ at 


of ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Storm in 
Teacup’ (UA), dual, $9,000, okay. 


Cleve. Factories Reopen, BOs Perk: 


GROSSES 


of In-| 


Last week, | 
‘Bull- | 


Last | 
week, with ‘Going to Be Rich’ (20th), | 


9 


See 


VARIETY 








Bway Grosses Good; ‘Sailor’-Webb 
Orch. Nifty $40,000, “4's a Crowd’ 756 





} (Based OT ll 


Last Year.. 





theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 14 theatres) 


$277,500 


$321,300 











‘Alexander’s Ragtime 


Band,’ in 


its 


> 
$5.000 with ‘Modern 





Times,’ Chaplin 
reissue, a little better than of late 

Last night (Tues.) Metro reopened 

) 


the Astor on a twice-daily run at $2 
top with ‘Marie Antoinette.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1.012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) Openes 
here last night (Tues.) on $2 road 
show engagement House dar} C4 
spring 

Capitol (4,500;  25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
‘Crowd Roads’ (M-G) (2d-f 1 


week). Went to cl to $30,000 1 














: week (Ist) and on holdov 
second week at the Roxy and con-|' th ate P 
ieee ; about $13.000. considerable of 
tinuing at a smash pace, isn’t drip- “gpl ce eae 
\ ‘ ’ esc aca Savara) but good profit on the » weeks 
ping the town dry, however. Severa a. ane ely (M-G 
1 ad ‘ +] ‘ wane yy run Rich Man, Poor Girl’ (M-G) 
houses are meeting the competition ee ery 
surprisingly well ‘har factore aleq | Opens tomorrow Thurs. ) 
5S ISi E Weil Nel ALLUTS « » “= . val oc cfr ‘ 
gies eanact » Satieaiiong tae ‘tices Criterion (1.662; 25-40-55)—‘Army 
> onsidered, including the new|_.&" ) 441 
Aa Ma ; se 11 ‘ 1. 1|Girl’ (Rep) No better than $6,500, 
heat wave, a generally poor week- i . 
end. vacations. etc : if that: just fair. Last week. secord 
ey hpi un a for ‘Booloo’ (Par), short of $4,000, 
[Two theatres boating the most poo! 
surprising results are the Paramount Globe (1.274: 25-40-55) ‘Modern 
and State. Former wet to a bIEI dimes’ (TIA) (reissue) Chanlinat 
| $40,000 on the week ending last] jot aroy 5» diceade ra jament. taut a 
night (Tues. ) wi Give Me al yisg) 19% , ’ ' 
le. ay : Pie | liltle over 1 
Sailor’ and the ( We » band, Jer qnn I) : 7 ye 
while the State loo to nu Cl ponsn) ; cee i? 9 HO a tee 
$22,000 or irpa th wit Shop . t0u 
’ . . mr ‘ ’ ’ 1 ( 
|worn Angel’ and the N. T. Granlund Palace (1.700: 25-25-45)— ‘I'll Give 
lrevue. This ll be the bes isine : a1ac J. 30-5: 1b Gay 
betged her ded wots By mn ae i. oe Million (20th) and Cowboy from 
aoe re eet bit hy the Bere hit dq. | Brooklyn’ (WB), both 2d run, dualed 
|}ably hardest hit by the Roxy but do-|7_,. t + h; 
* satisfac ‘ily is the Music Hall indications point to no more then 
;}ing Sa ISI actorily is the Ml all. 1 $8000. not so good. Last week’ sarre 
| where ‘Four’s a Crowd’ is expected hae coe: Wy art) 
fi h at $75,000 was grossed by ‘Having Wonderful 
j to finish at $740,000. ; Time’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Passnort 
| The Strand is another house that/ fiychand’ (20th) (st run). doubled, 
isn’t killed off by the strength of Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )— 
|‘Band.’ Although Arthur Mayer took |‘sing You Sinners’ (Par) and. in pit 
|}some of the edge off ‘Racket Bust-; phi} Syitalny orchestra plus ZeSu 
| 4 Thue , a<e; ‘. a. iu ace 
ers, current at the Str ind, by play- Pitts opens thi morning (Wed.) 
|ing ‘Smashing the Rackets’ ahead of ‘Give Me a Sailor’ (Par) and Chick 
jit, ‘Racket Bustet Caine | See . Webb orchestra, latter heavy morn- 
» 6) y } srct vey swe end.!.- = 
| $20,000 un the first ven days en ing and matinee drawing card. sur- 
7 last —_— (Tues. ) and is | INE prised by going to fancy $40,000 on 
| held over. Mayer sli le Rialto kept week ending last night (Tues.). In 
| Smashing Rackets for eight days ahead, ‘Texns’ (Par) and Gene Kruna 
l anc y qj ¢ vith it. bes are isi, ri Ce Pacis . . 
| and topped £10,000 with it, best her ‘on second weck got $28,000, nice 
in some time. profit 
Capitol,  €riterion, Rivol: and Radio City Music Holl (5.980: 49. 


'<ylobe are 


the combination of c 


at the bottom of the heap, 
ymmpetition from 
the Roxy, Par, Music Hall, State and 


Strand being too much this week. 


‘Alexander’ soared 
week, its first, 
calculations on a 


on the sixth day that 


that of the opening day 


to 
upsetting 
pace 
uncommonly stout, bringing business 


Was 


gait continues to be mal 
chances fair for $75,000 or better on 
ithe holdover (2d) week. House played 


lto over 192,000 
week, while on 


people 


$87,500 


r 


ri 


0 


Saturday 
ninth day, the attendance was 31,790, 


last 
earliest 
which was 
close to 
The terrific 
1ined, with 


first 


its 


n the 
(13), 


again beating the best day ‘Cockeyed 
World’ had, its opening day, also a 


‘Alex’ 


is one of the rare} 


exceptions to the rule where such a 
steady near-to-capacity pace is main- 


| Saturday. 
| 
| tained. 


nearly its 


take of 


equalling 


than doubled 


was not considered 


ZaSu Pitts in person 





| Republic, but it did 
| good, picture looking 
$6,500 tops. 


last Wednesday 
ran a large ad Saturday (13) instead 
of usual directory space and more 
business 
while Monday night (15) house put | 
on a jam session that increased the | 
play. It could easily have held over | under policy of six years. 
its show but prior arrangements had | 
been made and a last-minute switch | Busters’ (WB) (2d week). 
desirable. 
result, Par today (Wed.) opens ‘Sing 
You Sinners,’ with Phil Spitalny and 


Riv todays opens 


However, the Paramount on Mon- 
day (15) also sprung a surprise by 
opening 


day's 


(10). Par 


that day, 


As 


Criterion was given a full-page ad 
on ‘Army Girl’ in the N. Y. World- 
| Telegram Saturday (13), donated by 
no noticeable 
no better than 


‘Little 


Tough Guy,’ while Cap tomorrow 


(Thurs.) brings in 


‘Rich Man, 


Poor | 


(0-84-99-$1.65 )-—‘Four’s a Crowd 
(WB) and stage Considering 
the competition nearby at the Roxy 
and elsewhere, doing nerfectly satis- 
factory at $75.000. ‘Mother Carey’s 
Chickens’ (RKO) pulled onlv $67,000, 


} 187 
) 1 
NOW 


last week but enouch f house to 

show some profit. ‘Four Dauchters’ 

(WB) opens tomorrow (Thurs. ). 
Rialto (750: 25-40-55 ‘ards’ 


(Record). Opened here ve 
morning (Tues.) 
better than 
‘Smashing 
slightly over 
excellent. 
Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-90) 

tle Tough Guy’ (U). Opens here this 
morning (Wed.). House had two 
tough weeks with ‘Gateway’ (20th), 
; under $10.000 on the first week, while 
|the second dipned to under $3.000. 

| Roxy (5.836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Alexan- 


sterday 
and started a bit 
In ahead, 
(RKO) got 
eight days, 


average. 
Racket "if 


$10,000 on 


‘Lite 


|der’ (20th) and stage show (2d 
| week). Maintaining a terrifie pace, 
may top $75,000 this week (2d), 
and holds over. The initial seven 


days packed ’em in all the distance, 
with last days nearly matching onen- 
ing, for result that went over exnec- 
tations of everyone, $87,500, highest 


Strand (2.767; 25-55-75) — ‘Racket 

Enters 
j}second stanza today (Wed.) after 
;coming near to $20,000 on the first 
| seven days, good. In ahead, ‘Dr, 
| Clitterhouse’ (WB) on its third week 
got $15,000, nice profit. House starts 
its bandshow policy with Ben Bernie 
j}next Friday (26). 


| State (3,450; 35-55-75)—'Shopworn 
| Angel’ (M-G) (2d run) and N. T. G. 
}revue, plus Slate Bros. Business 


|; away up this week, looking a prob- 
able $22,000, good. ‘Holiday’ (Col) 


| Girl.’ Cap finishes tonight on second |and a vaude bill last week got only 


$13,000. mild but okay 


a 


about 
s house 


‘Alex’ Great 146, ‘Tough Guy’ Fair iG 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 

After a month of blues, during 
which grosses were 25% below 
normal due to terrific heat and 
closed factories, reopenings of latter 
are slowly pu biz up to more 
satisfactory | l 

‘Alexande! Ragtime Band j 
seven la} yhead of every other 


attraction 


Estimates for This Week 


Ailen (RKO) (3.000: 30-35-55) 
‘Letter’ (U) Moveover from Hipp 
gettin g90d $5,000 Last week, 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) t $4,500. 
Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 

‘Born’ (WB) and ‘Penrod’ (WB) 
doubled louse retur: with dualed 
irst-ru Le ; average $2,300 


‘Passport Husband’ 


| (20th) Moio’ 
$2,100. 
Hipp (Warners) | 


‘Alexander’ (20th). 


and Mr 


TH 


); 


"” 

ed 

Capacity hou 
1 4 


20th), fair 


15-40-55) 


es, 
ey 


great $14,000. Last week Lett 
(U SB wilte j by heat to $9.000 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-40-55) 

Tough Guy’ (WB). Too ich op- 
position, fair $9,500 Last week, 
‘Gateway’ (20th), $7.700, poor. 

State (Loew » (3,450 30-40-55) 
Algiers’ (UA) Hea y touted and 
wel] liked for fine $11,500. L: week 
Crowd Roars’ M-G ) Wa parade 
leader, $15,500 

Stillman (Locw’s) (1,972: 30-40-55) 

C vd Ro ; (M-G Fy State 

we $8.5 Last week 
W ) iT ita W ) | ‘* (M-G , 

fe cfanty Sy ) 


is | 


> 3S 
now operated. Globe looks nes, 


}around $14,000, very disappointing. 


‘TOUGH GUY’ ON DUAL 
SOCK $9,500 IN PROV. 


Providence, Aug. 16 
Smash reception for ‘The Crowd 
Roars’ at Loew’s merited holdover 
for second week. Majestic is heading 
for another gala week with ‘Li 


ttle 


Tough Guy,’ and Strand. too. i 
nerking up with ‘Professor Beware’ 
after long sojourn in the cellar 

Carlton is reopening with holdover 
pics from Loew’s and 
26 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Loew) 3 20 ; 
‘Crowd Roa " (M-G) and ‘J 
Enemy’ (Rep) (9d é ! 
$10,000 t 
Last weel 
$15.000 

Maiestic ‘| ) - 
‘Touth G 
band (7? 
we 1, / 

Strand - 
}? 
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three years... 
is a long time- 


’ —da long time to be in jail, for instance 


—a long time to sustain the highest quality of performance in 
any line of endeavor 


SPYROS SKOURAS, 


—in renewing for three years subscriptions to Variety for all 
theatres operated by National Theatres Amusement Co., Inc., 
of which he is president, 


-—acknowledges the constructive job in better showmanship 
which Variety is doing, 


—guarantees to his company’s managers a dependable source 
of information from all fields of show business, 


—quickens the channel of producer-distributor advertising to 
the men who exhibit films, 


, —fortifies the organization with ammunition to combat compe- 
tition. 


three years... 
is a long time- 


—to renew subscriptions for any publication 





there must be good reasons 


—and there are: 


—because Variety does the best job year in, year out, in the 
trade paper field 


—because a showman, without Variety, is a showman without 
knowledge of his business. 




















“ff 


— 








Wednesday. August 17, 1938 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


es in the rear of the Paramount building, N. Y., can always tell 
Paramount theatre has a hit picture or stageshow without watch- 
rowds out front or even inquiring about the figures. They just 


Employ 
when the 
ing the ¢ 
Jook ou 


and Nora Bayes theatres. 


if the film isn’t a heavy draw there’s no sign of life on the rooftops. | 


owds are swarming in around front there are certain to 


en the cr one 
But wh limbing over the adjoining roofs. Youngsters, who are 


pe a few kids c 


lieved to come from the neighborhood of 10th avenue, clamber from an | 
en off 44th street, up fire escapes, balconies and ledges, across the roofs, | 
alley to the Paramount theaire fireescapes and, despite all that | 
b Weitman can do to prevent it, manage to sneak in the exits | 


swing across 


manager Bo 


from time to time. It’s a sure b.o. barometer. 


Fanning Hearon, director of the Association of School Film Libraries, 
rganization which will handle all types of visual education films for 
pe ols and for the industry, is sending out letters to 400 schools, colleges 
- educational systems seeking their membership in the organization. 
a virtually all of the 400 to whom the notes will be addressed pre- 
viously had expressed interest and sympathy with a film library setup, no 
difficulty is expected in getting most of them as members. 
School Film Libraries, Inc., which now has offices 
= Education Board, a Rockefeller foundation, and the cooperation of 
those interested in films for the classroom, 





Fulton in Pittsburgh recently announced it would close for a few weeks 
until house could accumulate a little product, but dropped plan when 20th’s 
‘Always Goodbye’ developed into a h.o. and John Goring, manager, was 
told by Universal he could have ‘Letter of Introduction’ Aug. 13. That was 
the time he had intended to darken. However, at last minute, U refused 
to deliver the flicker on that date because the Pittsburgh exchange didn’t 
relish idea of putting it in against ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ at the Alvin 
only couple of doors away. As result, Fulton won't get it until 27th. House 
remaining open now anyway, filling in with couple of twin bills. 





No admission price rise is in the offing this fall although exhibitors gen- 
erally look for considerable upping in box office returns along with gen- 
eral revival in business nationally. Some see traces of this uptrend in at- 
tendance already, and with the first product on the 1938-39 schedule expect 
business to show a more marked pickup over the next 45 days. 

While there might be a natural tendency to boost admish scales in some 
localities, under such conditions, few operators believe it wise in view of 
actual experience last fall. There was no admittance tilt in the fall months 
of 1937, before the business recession had a chance to really set in. 

Members of the N. Y. daily press, syndicates and press associations will 
be taken to Blowing Rock, N. C., this weekend as guests of Paramount, for 
a novel premiere of the company’s ‘Spawn of the North,’ on Aag,. 20. Par 
expects to have 250 residents of Carolina backwoods who will swear to 
affidavits that they never have seen a motion picture and will be viewing 
their initial screen production in ‘Spawn.’ 

Par staged a similar stunt at Saratoga this past Saturday (13), with ‘Sing 
You Sinners’ as the bait. 





“One of the largest ads ever taken by one of the smaller companies was 
a full-page spread in the N.Y. World-Telegram, Saturday (13) on ‘Army 
Girl,’ current at the Criterion, N.Y. Republic, producer of the picture, 
entirely paid for it. Same ad was not spotted anywhere else. Herbert 
Yates, president of Repub, is a close personal friend of M. H. Aylesworth, 
publisher of the W.-T. 

Balaban & Katz worried about the Ritz Bros.’ $15,000 stage booking 
before the opening. But when the three zanies opened big, B&K lost no 
time advising the trade and daily press accordingly. For the first time, 
announcements went out under Lou Lipstone’s name. Booking head wired 
the press that house was forced into 42 shows on the week to outstanding 
audience reacticn. 





Nelson Eddy had an 80-piece Maritie band as accompaniment when he 
sang ‘On Parade’ during the filming of a recording room sequence for 
Metro’s ‘Sweethearts.’ Instead of merely going through the motions of 
recording the song, the actor actually made the record, It will be used 
as ballyhoo for the picture. 





Big Hollywood names are scarce at Bing Crosby’s Del Mar track, al- 
though the pari-mutuel handle is about 50% ahead of last year’s. Stars, 
producers and directors who swarmed there last season are giving it the 
absent treatment. Track officials figure the studio folks are still suffer- 
ing from their financial setbacks at Inglewood. 

Anna May Wong was an audience of one at an operation in a Holly- 
wood hospital. Patient, under ether, did not know he was putting on an 
act for a film player. Paramount took stills of the operation, to be used 
as a plug for ‘King of Chinatown,’ in which Miss Wong plays the role of 
a Chinese woman surgeon. 

William C. de Mille Productions, Inc. inactive for several years, has 
filed notice of dissolution at the Los Angeles county clerk's office and went 
out of existence, Firm was incorporated in 1923 with de Mille holding 
Practically all the shares. 

Alexander Korda’s ‘Drums’ (UA) which previewed to an invitation 
audience at the Hollywood, N. Y., Monday (15), was reviewed, from Lon- 
ee in Variety in the April 20 issue under its original British title, ‘The 

‘um,’ 





Taking a hunch from Aimee Semple McPherson, Paramount's p.a.’s are 
readying a campaign of pulpit exploitation for ‘Men With Wings.’ That 
was the title of a sermon at Angelus Temple, with the pulpit adorned with 
miniature airplanes. 

‘Alexander's Ragtime Band’ (20th) should gross $2,500,000 domestic 
and another $1,500,000 abroad, according to conservative home-office esti- 
ny igs Old Chicago’ looks like $2,250,000 domestic gross for that 20th- 

x 





. = |} managers now are sitting back and 
e | alias : \ % a ‘ 
B, B. Nicks Lincoln; | waiting for state fair trade and uni- 
| versity opening. 


Roars’ Healthy $3,600, ,,.c3mates fer, Tee 5 


‘Western Trail’ (Ches) and ‘South 
Riding’ (Col). Not so hot, $800. Last 
week, ‘Law Commands’ (Cres) and 
‘Double Danger’ (RKO), split with 
‘Mr. Chump’ (WB) and ‘Bar 20 
Justice’ (Par), satisfactory $1,000. 
Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) 
—‘Kidnapped’ (20th) and ‘Battle of 
Broadway’ (20th). Medium $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Crime School’ (WB) and 
‘Fools Scandal’ (WB) romped home 
with very nice $3,300. 
Stuart (Cooper) (1,900: 10-25-40) 
| ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). This week’s 
money maker. Should wring out 
healthy $3.600. Last week, “Tropic 
Holiday’ (Par) under $3,000, n.g. 


incoln, Aug. 16. 
Grosses here are spotty right now, 
ed thing helping is the fact | 
Linas b.o. pictures are playing. 
@ 1 state league bali club is in 
ce ae of a brilliant winning | 
the ho; the softball season is hitting 
Ome stretch with a nip and tuck | 
ot . it seems as though the rest 
tome dane” spenders are putting 
Tapid) ough away with the state fair 
rt ‘Pug’ Taylor is heading for 
at thee at the Stuart, but outside 
.$ are quite blah. Most 


ee 


t the windows and keep their eyes on the roofs of the 44th Street 


in the Time-Life | 
Iding, N. Y., was made possible through a healthy grant from the Gen- | 
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Guilding the Mob 





Hollywood, Aug. 16 

Possibility of too many spec- 
tators caused Samuel G ldwyn 
to abandon the idea of film ng 
scenes for ‘The Lady and the 
Cowboy’ at the Gilmore Sta- 
dium _ rodeo. Screen Actors 
Guild demanded that he hire an 
extra for every customer shown 
in the background. 

Producer is mulling an offer 
from the Lewistown Roundup 
in sdaho, beyond the 300-mile 
limit from Hollywood and out 
of the zone requiring extras. 











‘LETTER’ WHAM 
$10,000 IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, Aug, 16 
It’s ‘Letter of Introduction’ at the 
Rialto, out in front by several 


the only other n2w pic to really woo 
patrons. Rest moderate. 
H.0.’s at all other 


turns, ‘Andy Hardy’ at 
surprising everybody by 
fourth downtown week 
also fer Loew’s State to retain a pic 
for a second stanza. but ‘Crowd 


rating a 





to good figures, while ‘Dr. Clitter- 
house,’ at tne Mary Anderson, aided 
by word-of-mouth, is getting nice re- 
turns. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Brown (Loew’s - Fourth Ave.) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) —‘Andy Hardy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Fast Company’ (M-G) (4th 
week). Surprising everybody with 
fine showing and should wind up 
fourth downtown week with sizeable 
$1,600. Last week, $2,100, better than 
most holdovers. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-20)— 
‘Josette’ (20th) and ‘Holiday’ (Col), 
dual, split with ‘Miss Thoroughbred’ 
(WB) and ‘Start Cheering’ (Col). 
Trade at this subsequent-run con- 
sistent and varies little from week to 
week. Currently pacing for okay 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Treasure Island’ 
(M-G) (reissue) and ‘Coccanut 
Grove’.(Par), dual, nice.$1800. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100: 15- 
30-40)—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (2d 
week). H.o. looks to hold up fairly 
well, after highly satisfactory first 
week. Biz at no time was terrific, 
but everything considered, the Rob- 
ert Taylor opus potent enough. Cur- 
rently getting fair $4.500, following 
initial stanza’s okay $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40) — ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB). 
While b.o. take not amazing, word- 
of-mouth helping to build second 
week’s biz into okay proportions, 
probably $3,500, fair enough consid- 
ering first week’s hefty $5,000. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15) — ‘Perfect 
Specimen’ (WB) and ‘Ali Baba’ 
(20th), dual, split with ‘Wine. Wom- 
en’ (WB) and ‘Night Key’ (U), twin. 
Average $1,200. Last week, ‘Sing 
About’ (WB) and ‘Emile Zola’ (WB), 
dual, split with ‘Love Air’ (WB) and 
‘Sweetheart Navy’ (WB), twin, me- 
dium $1,100. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Letter’ (U) and ‘Missing Guest’ 
(J), dual. ‘Letter’ received raves 
from cricks and patrons are keeping 
the wicket humming. Should hit 
around $10.000, gigantic. Last week, 
‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (Par), dual, had potent op- 
posish from other houses’ and 
weather no help. Wound up with 
weak $4,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- 
30-40 )}—‘Gateway’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), dual. B.o. punch 
lacking. Will do well to hit $3,300, 
fair. Last week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ 
(RKO) and ‘I’m From City’ (RKO), 
dual; okay $3,600. 


Krupa-‘Company’ 11¢G; 


lengths, with ‘Gateway’ « 2 Str: 
with ‘Gateway’ at the Strand | 15-25-35-40-55-66) - 
1(M-G) and Gene Krupa orch. 
do. | 
: owntown | 
houses will fetch fair to middling re- | 


the Brown | 


Unusual | 


Roars’ wound up a noisy seven days | 


Minis, Has Smash Pics, Light Biz: 
Hardy OK 9G, ‘Letter’ Fair $5,000 





‘Roars’ OK $9.50 


Baltimore, Aug. 16. | 

Business holding fairish pace here, 
with grosses a bit under take of re- 
cent weeks, but higher than usual 
summertime average. ‘Letter of In- 
entering second week at 
Keith’s tonight (Tues.), is maintain- 
ing a steady play. H.o. session of 
‘Clitterhouse’ at Stanley is getting 
bulk of its trade after dark. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- | 
35-40-55 )—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). At- | 
tracting some interest and fair $9,500. | 
Last week, ‘Algiers’ (UA), faltered to 
mild $7,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
-‘Fast Company’ 
Get- 
ting pleasing $11,000. Last week, 
‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) and Major 
Bowes’ ‘Collegiate Revue,’ good $13,- 
600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Letter’ (U) (2d wk). 
Rounds out first week at supper show 
t Tues.) to nice $6,100. 


| 


troduction, 


tonight 
ing good pace, 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 
55)-—‘Keep Smiling’ (20th). Unex- 
citing at possible $3,000. Last week, 
‘Gaieway’ (20th), fell down to bare 
$2,700, 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 
55 )—‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Relying on nocturnal play for nice 
$5,500 after okay opening session to 
$8,900. 


CHICKS’ DONT 
SCRATCH IN 
BUFF, 106 


15-25-35- 





Buffalo, Aug. 16. 

‘Love Finds Andy Hardy’ has de- 
veloped into the summer’s wonder 
picture. Held over for a third week 
at Hipp, it is still doing the best 
comparative business in town. 

Takings elsewhere have leveled off 
again, although not bad considering 
ithe heat wave. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-50)— 
‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO). Sub- 
average for probably just over 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ 
(M-G), neat $12,700. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) — 
‘Office Hours’ (M-G) (reissue) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), Maybe $5,500, good. 
Last week, ‘From City’ (RKO) and 
‘Hunted Men’ (Par), okay $5,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50) 
—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair h.o. biz at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Texans’ (Par), $6,100, n.g. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)-—‘Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) (3d wk). Bowling 
along for $7,500, fine. Last week, 
second, swell $9,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35) — 
‘Making Headlines’ (Col) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col). Perhaps fair $5,000. 


Last week, ‘Under Suspicion’ (U) 
and ‘Lady in Morgue’ (U), blah 
$4,300. 














Hottest spell of the season, so bad 


they’re booing a newsreel of the 
|weather forecaster, is driving ‘em 


into the sticks this week, but enough 
are patronizing b.o.’s to keep three 
lof the six main stem spots safely in 
the black. ‘The Crowd Roars’ looks 
to lead the town, with critics and 
word of mouth upping ‘Dr. Clitter- 
house’ to a close second. 


Going to Be Rich,’ but lack of mar- 
|quee names, plus playing only spot 
on main drag not air cooled, licked 
it, and it comes out today (Tues.). 
Estimates for This Week 

| Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and vaude. No- 
name vaude leaves it up to Robert 
| Young; will get only fair $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Gateway’ (20th) and! 
'vaude, weak $14,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Going Be Rich’ (20th). No-name’ 
‘draw plus no air-cooling offset crit-| 


Wash. Heat So Bad, They re Hissing 
Weather Bureau Reel; Taylor Nice IM petites for Te Week 


| 
Washington, Aug. 16. |/ics’ raves, and it comes out sotew | 


(2,460; 15-)| 


15-25-35-40- | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
After brief fillip, provided by Rudy 
Vallee, who shot the Orpheum gross 
up to nearly $20,000 for his five-day 
engagement last week, b.o.’s have 


settled back again to lesser levels 
Picture line-up is the strongest ir 
weeks, butn o offering will hit five 
figures, and sum total of takings 
will be unimpressive 

Critics and customers are raving 
about ‘Love Finds Andy Hardy 
‘Letter of Introduction,’ while ‘Cro 
Roars’ goes into its second week 
‘Rage of Paris’ into its third Bu 
biz still is inadequate and disap- 
pointing, 

Extreme heat over the week-end 
was a box-office depresser 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25— 
‘Going Be Rich’ (20th) and ‘Men 
Such Fools’ (WB), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Penrod’s’ (FN) and ‘Gun 
Law’ (RKO), dual first-runs. Mild 
$1,000 indicated. Last week, ‘I'm 
From City’ (RKO) and ‘Prison 


Break’ (U), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Blonde Cheat’ (RKO) and ‘Bar 20 
| Justice’ (Par), $1,500, good. 


Century (Par-Sinver) (1,600; 25-35- 
|40)—Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (2d 
week ) Moved here from State for 
extended first-rur Lot O nice 
i thin 1S to > ed its VA } ul r! 
YF ir? 
| leave plenty to be de Fair 
| $4,500 indicated. L week, ‘Cow- 


ast 
boy’ (WB), $4.000, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
35-40) — ‘Letter’ (U). 
handed this one, but only fai 
|} will be tops for eight days. Last 
| week, ‘Fast Company’ (M-G) and 
| Rudy Vallee on stage, smash $20,000 
in five days. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)\—‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Has 
critics and customers raving and was 
plugged to fare-the-well. Yet no 
box-office rush; $9,000 in prospect, 
good, but far less than attraction 
merits. Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ 
(M-G), good $7,000. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘AIl 
Quiet’ (U) (reissue) 2d week). Has 
shown scurprising . box-office. . life 
Looks like fair $600 after. goud. $900 
first week. 


(2.860; 25- 
S0uquets 


$5,000 


Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par) split with 
‘White Banners’ (WB), first nabe 
showings. Good $3,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Holiday’ (Col), split with 
‘Josette’ (20th), $2,600, fair. 

World (Steffes) (290; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Rage of Paris’ (U) (3d week). 


Two weeks here after big first week 
at Orpheum and still at profitable 
clip. Headed for nice $1,700. Last 
week, $1,800, good. 


Parade Hip Hips 
Cincy; ‘Hardy 
Smash $17,500 


Cincinnati, Aug. 16. 
tic trade on the upbeat for third 
consecutive week. Current tug was 
bolstered in first haif by combined 
annual conventions of the national 
and state organizations of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, which 
drew 25,000 visitors. Public feature 
of the conclaves was a three-hour 
parade Sunday (14) afternoon that 
jammed the downtown section and 

filled chilled theatres at the finish. 
Champ draw this week is ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy,’ at the Albee. It 
is registering Cincy’s biggest gross 
for the past three months. Palace is 
racking up an okay figure on 
‘Algiers.’ Other fresh release, ‘Rich 
Man, Poor Girls,’ at Keith’s, is on 











‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Wham $17,500. 


Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G), 
big $16,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 35-42)— 


| (16) after five days at sickly $1,800.| ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (2d run). Fair 


,for most 
| Frances Langford-Jon Hall p.a. 
Crix also went to town on ‘We're! 
‘Le:ter’ 


Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ 
(2d run), oke $3,400. 

Earle (WB) 2,244; 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and vaude. Word 
of mouth on pie and Schnickelfritz 
band revue should build to good $16,- 
500. Last week, ‘Professor Beware’ | 
(Par)., dropped sharply, and credit | 
of fair $15,000 goes to 


25-35-40-66 )— | 


Keith’s (RKO) 
(U) (2d wk). Holding to-; 
ward nice $8,000. Last week, same 


pic rode in on sock bally to big | 


(1,830; 


35-55 )— | 


$15,000. 
Bet (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Booloo’ | 
(Par). This sort of pic usually takes | 


at this spot, and heading for fair $3,- | 


800. Last week, ‘Happened One 
Night’ (Col) (revival), good $4,700. 
Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)—/| 


‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G), Leading town | 
with probable nice $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
built to big $11,000. 


(20th) | $4,500. 


Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ 
| (20th) (2d run). poor $3.000. 

Family (RKO) (1.000: 15-25)— 
‘Sudden Bill Dorn’ (U), ‘Blind Alibi’ 
(RKO), ‘Hunted Men’ (Par), sepa- 
rate. Normal $2,900 Last week, 
‘G-Man’ (RKO) ‘Hell's Angels’ 


(Ind) (reissue), ‘Crime 
singly, $2,000. 


Ring’ (RRKS¢ 
AVinE nm ‘ 


Grand (RKO) (1.200: 25-40)— 
‘Cowboy’ (WB) (2d run) Poor 
$2.100. Last week, ‘Clitterhouse’ 
| (WB) (3d run), poor $2.100. 

Keith’s (Tibeo: (}] 500 2h oD jae 
‘Rich Man’ (M-G). N.s.g. $3.609. Last 
week, ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), poor 
$3.000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.409: 35-42)—‘Pro- 
fessor Beware’ (Par) (2d run). Poor 

| $3.200. Last wee! ‘Army Girl? 
(Rep), brodie $2.500 

Palace (RKO) (2.600 35-42 j)— 
‘Algiers’ (U). O} $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Professor Beware’ (Par). fair 


$10,900. 
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Film Industry Tieing In All Loose 


Ends in ‘Best Entertainment’ Drive: 


Approximately 100 circuit chiefs 
of both affiliated and independent 
chains in Greater New York huddle | 


tomorrow (Thursday) morning at 11 
o'clock 


On 


to outline effort 


Greatest 


cooperative 
Motion Pictures’ 

Year campaign. Stre will 
the part 


the 
be laid 


be played by sub- 


Session 


-+ 


community ac 
will be in an air 
Hotel Astor 
After 
cuit he: 
Theatre Promotion committee, will 
lay plans for community organiza- 


tion, 
-cooled room the 
neral 
ads confab un 


ing, indie cir- 


¢ 
t 
ler dir 


4 mee 


ection ol 





| MOMAND’S SUIT 





nt 





| 


Theatres Inspired the Drive 


ace 





ness realize. 


That’s how the thing got started. 





‘Motion Pictures Are Your Best Entertainment’ driv 
by the exhibitor side of the trade, something which few in the busj. 
The necessity for a nation-wide campaign to bolster 
the b.o. and to attract additional income was conceived by exhibitors, 

At a meeting which was called by prominent exhibitors and to 
which other branches of the trade had been invited, George J, 
Schaefer, United Artists’ distribution chief, was asked to take charge, 


The work had to get under way quickly, as there were only around 
six weeks to go before the start of the new releasing season, 


7@ was inspired 








—— 


anfare Previews Mean Little: 


Philly Exhibs Find Out a Better 


, $6,500,000 Actin Comes to Trial 
Aug. 19 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 16. 
A. B. Momand’s $6,500,000 anti- 
trust suit is scheduled for hearing 
in Federal district court here start- 
Exhibs Losing Their Skepticism °:'s'isss'‘s*Nomens 
uit charges adie all the} 
sasmenine named in the U. S. suit 
orn: and also includes the independent 
them that everybody would are Griffith chain of Oklahoma, Texas 
from the certain benefits. Except- and New Mexico. 
ing for a few unimportant blowoffs Interest in the Momand suit on! 
concerning ‘unfair protection de-| §jm row has heightened since filing 
manded and received by the Para-/of the Government suit in New| 
mount circuit’ and doubts expressed | york, with general feeling that 
bout ‘anything good being done for| Uncle Sam’s suit ups Momand’s 
the independents,’ everything was| chances of getting at least a con-| 
RATEORMM,, and the meeting went/tinuance of action. 
off as peacefully a Quaker prayer Momand charges the production- 
athering | distribution-exhibitor tieup forced 
Greatest surprise was occasioned his chain of 30 houses to the rocks 
by Bennie Berger, one of the terri-| p, monopolizing product 
tory’s leading independent circuit| ~ a EEL LA DEEN 
yperators. Before the meeting, in a | 
statement to the trade press, he had | Pathe’s 4 Sets of Shorts 
declared he wouldn’t attend the| 


tion. Tentative plan for Bronx, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Long 
Island, Westchester and Richmond, 
as well nearby New Jersey ter- 
ritory to be apportioned to smaller 
community committees. Special | 
publicity committee also is con- 
templated. These committees will 
consist of managers, publicity men, 
district managers and others vitally 
concerned with theatre operations. 

Joseph Seider, with Harry Brandt 
and Irving Dollinzer, co-chair- 
men, heads Greater New York com- 
mittee. Max Cohen is secretary; 
Leon Rosenblatt, secretary; and Leo 
Abrams, chairman of distribs’ com- 
mittee. Committee members _in- 
clude Jack Bowen, Laurence Bolog- 
nino, Arthur Rapf, J. M. Hirsh- 
blond, David M. Levy, 
berry, Robert Wolf, Samuel Rinzler, 
Edward Bell, Harry Randeil, Ru- 
dolph Sanders, David Snapper, 
Samuel Strausberg and others. 

Pictures’ greatest year committee 
reported that the 
Sentinel, Aug. 2, donated a page on 
the. industry. drive while the N, 
Werld-Telegram, Aug. — 15, ---took 
cognizance of campaign editorially. 
Both were cited as indications of | 
what can be accomplished through 
support of the public press. 


is 


as 


as 





Lee New-| 


New York preliminary 
to which he had been invited or even 


Four series of shorts are being 


conference turned out by Pathe newsreel staff 


and commercial department in New 


join the campaign at all ‘because the York for RKO’s product lineup in 


only thing that will improve the in-| 


1938-39. Previously only the Pathe 
»pendent exhibitors’ lot is for the Parade was handled. 
industry to rectify trade abuses ; 
handcuffing theatre ain al Four shorts starring Sheila Bar- 
c c V . c 
ruining the business’ ‘a ‘the indus- | Tett have been started for one se- 
eg a “Weide ac ” | ries, while initial work on shorts in 
try should clean house _ before 
> . : 1 . | the ¥ sacri series also has been 
launching any cooperative scheme to : : ; All 
ballvhoo the box: office.’ begun. Newsreel staff also wil 
“Tinahi. rere iggy , handle Parade series. 
Unable to attend the meeting, ans . : 
Berger arrived shortly after its con- 
clusion and, following a talk with 7 ; 
: ~ ° F Torr : P 7 Articts / 
Smith and Steffes, signed up with Harry Bodkin, of TInited Artists. An 
hardly any struggle. | exhib committee to drum up interest | 





Opinion generally expressed at the | @2mong operators who have been 
meeting was that the box office is | frigid to the idea was also named. It 
sure to be considerably stimulated | | pledgec 10c. a seat to the campaign 

| by the campaign and that fall and| includes Luke Gring, Bill Rovner, 
| winter business will be boosted sub- | 29d Leo Posel. 
stantially. The $250,000 cash prize| Exhibs who attended the meeting 
contest for patrons, which is part| represented about 90 houses. All 
lof the drive, appealed especially to | chest. Many other exhibs who have 
| those in attendance. | since learned they must pledge 10c 
Some of the independents com-/ 4a seat, too, to get the contest book- 


Milwaukee | 


Y.1 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 14. 
Motion Pictures’ Greatest Year, | 


Inc., has been chartered by the Secre- 


tary of State at Albany to conduct a | 


general advertising business. 
tors are: Robert S. Benjamin, 
East 44th street; Sidney 
235 West 76th street; 
Peyser, 2526 Davidson avenue, New 
York, and Phillips & Nizer, 1501 
Broadway, filing attorneys. 


Freidberg, 
Seymour M. 


Northwest’s Accord. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
Local independent exhibitors’ | 
smouldering opposition to the indus- | 
try’s united advertising campaign 
vanished at a meeting called by 


Direc- | 
307 | 


plained that, 
clearance,’ 
of the releases 
| the contest so late that it would be 
over before their patrons could wit- 
ness them to answer the questioas. 
| It was explained, however, that, 
| asmuch as the releases from Aug. 1 
only 30 


fair 
many 


onward a 


pictures need to be seen, 
pendents are getting 


they’d be 


re included and 


the 


Philly’s Schism 


Philadelphia, Aug. 


‘on account of the un- 
getting 
that figure in| 


inde- 
‘a square deal.’ 


16. 
The industry’s $1,000,000 exploita- 
tion campaign got off to a disappoint- 


lets have signified their intention of 
doing Most of them feel that 
since WB and the ieading indies are 


So, 


in the contest, their houses will be 
at a disadvantage if they are not. 
| They look on the contest like any 


in- | Other cash giveaway. 





Prize Contest Details 

Details and rules of ‘Movie Quiz’ 
contest, which is to be a part of Mo- 
tion Pictures’ Greatest Year cz 
paign, were announced Monday (15) 
by the contest committee headed by 
'Charles McCarthy and Bob Gillham. 
All essentials are outlined in a 32- 


ing start at a mass meeting last week | page illus strated booklet supplied to 


atiended by fewer 
| And, as was expected, 
| a battle between warring factions of 


than 


15 exhibs. 
it turned into 


exhibitors at cost. 
First prize in quiz contest is $50,000 


and second, $25,000. 


United Motion Picture Theatre Own- | two $10,000 prizes, five of $5,000 each 
| ers, exhib organization here. 


| teres 


t, which 


|and five of $2,000 each. Included 


Contestants cannot be 


however, cause of the small turnout | any persons employed in the, motion 


was this split in UMPTO. Notices of 
the meeting were 


sent 


out 


picture industry, and there are other 


on | restrictions to eliminate those who 


President W. A. Steffes of Northwest | UMPTO stationery and it was held| might have undue advantage in the 


Allied and attended by members 
the trade generally. Following 


of 
an 


explanation by Andy Smith, mem-| 


ber of the national commiitee, of 
the purpose, aims and details of the 
campaign, antagonism that had been 
in evidence just prior to the con- 


ference was almost entirely dissi-' 
pated. Northwest Allied members 
in attendance fell in line enthusi- 


astically, joining up on the spot. 
Expected fireworks failed to ma- 

terialize. Steffes, who had refused to 

accept the district chairmanship un- 


til he ‘knew more about the cam-! 
paign,’ lost no time in putting his 
stamp of approval on the drive. 


Taking the floor after Smith, Stefies 
declared he considered it ‘an honor 
and privilese’ to take the reins, 
praised the undertaking in fulsome 
terms 
support and cooperation. 

Moreover, Steffes asserted em- 
phatically ‘no theatre owner can af- 
ford not to participaie.’ He wound 
up by whipping the few doubting 
Thomases that still remained into 
line. And the meeting was not ad- 
journed until Stefies had _ prac- 
tically everybody present signed up 
to agreements to contribute 10c per 
seat to the campaign fund. With the 
district’s share set at between $5,000 
and $6,000, approximately $4,000 was 
pledged. 

Many of the independents here 
had failed to see how they’d benefit 
sufficiently from the campaign to 
warrant any ‘contributions. They 
felt it was another producers’ ‘dodge’ 
—a red herring drawn across the 
trail by their ‘foes.’ The only gain, 


| 


and pledged his wholehearted | 


they believed, would accrue to the | 


affiliated first-run houses. But what | 


they heard apparently convinced ' Gross, 


in the office building of Lewen Pizor, | contest. 


UMPTO prez. This gave many ex- 


hibs the idea that the drive is 


sponsored by UMPTO 


eing | 
instead of | contest start with releases from July 


therwise it is open to any- 
body in the U. S. and Canada. 
The 94 pictures in the ‘Movie Quiz’ 


being an independent action and they | 29, 


refus 


Lar: 


ed 


to 
e number 


come to 


anything it 


dominate it. 


Reason for 


meeting was brought up by Milton of the Theatre Owners and Mana- 
Rogzasner, an exhib, on the floor.| gers of the Rocky Mountain Region 
Pizor Genied it, which brought about | when they meet Aug. 24 at the Cos- 
battle No. 1. After the matter was|} mopolitan hotel here, with A. P. 
explained, however, to Ted Schlang- | Archer, president, in the chair. The 
er, Warner chieftain here, who is| advertising campaign is looked on} 


co-chairman with Pizor 
| drive, 


the 


the mecting. second day of th- convention will be 
Second battle was between Pizor, devoted to the Rocky Mountain 
and Mo Wax, exhib and editor of a Club picnic to be held at 
the Independent Film Bulletin. Wax | Evergreen, Colo., 40 miles from Den- 
agreed with Rogasner and added) ver. 
some thoughts of his own on UMPTO | 
execs. He and Pizor almost ey to | rte a, Sask., Aug. 16 
blows and had to be separat by | cape arene Aug. 16. 
other members. Pizor’s attorney ‘Saska iichewan exhibs solidly be- 
threatened Wax with a libel suit a hind the auaniad, At a meeting 
month ago for a statement in Wax’s| here in Hotel Saskatchewan they 
paper. formed a committee headed by P. 
When the meeting finally got down| W- “lahon, with W. Novak, secre- | 
to the actual business. a eering tary, to direct activities here. About | 
committee for the local drive was 40 exhibitors, sales managers of the | 
named. It will consist of Pizor. Ben | Winnipeg film houses, and visitors 
Amsterdam and Leonard Schlesinger, , were present. 


chief 


sterdam are members of the national gibbons, g.m. and vice-prez Famous 
committee too. Players, Canada; Haskell Masters, 

Exchanges will be represented on g.m. United Artists, and Leo M. De- | 
the steering committee by Sam} vancy, g.m. RKO-Radio, here from | 


it 


drive. 
| followed a talk by Schlanger 
it into the indies for 


of 


of WB nabes 


was 


20gasner’s 


Pizor 


20th Ceniury-Fox, 


is con- | 


lack of support of the 


of the local 
agreed that UMPTO region 
stationery will no longer be used in| pe 
explanation | 
laying 
not coming to 


and Am- 


the meeiing. | a 
of exhibs here have 
declared they will have nothing to do 
with UMPTO or 

cted with as long as present execs 


Denver Gets Rolling 
Denver, Aug. 
The film industry advertising cam- 
paign will be one of the principal 
subjects discussed at the convention 


16. 


| With favor by many exhibitors of the 

and favorable action is ex- 
cted. 

Departing from the usual custom 
there will be no registration fee, and 

a large attendance is expected. The 


Plans were outlined by J. J. Fitz- 


and | Toronto, at a luncheon meeting. 


Mme | 


There also are | 


d are | 
Aside from a distinct lack of in- | 5,390 prizes ranging from $1,000 to 


is now picking up,|$10 apiece. 





Way to Dig ‘Exploitation Angles 


‘ | 
‘Screen Test Previews, | 


New Outfit, Warned 
By Metro and Par 


Screen Test Previews, recently 
started company which would as- 
sist in getting screen tests before 


principal film company talent heads, 
according to reported intention, has 
been warned by both Metro and 
Paramount not to link their com- 
panies in any advertising for clients. 
Talent officials of these companies 
told representatives of Screen Test 
Previews that they would look at 
their screen tests the same as those 
of any person and that anybody 
was free to submit such tests. But 
they would not permit the company 
names to be tied up in any way 
with the training school. 

When S. T. Previews told picture 
officials that they planned to sup- 
plant test departments of big 
panies, one talent official informed 
|them they never had any test de- 
partment but usually assembled a 
full crew whenever tests were to 
be made. Screen Test Previews, 
according to story told other indus- 
jtry officials, would only pick out 
folks who showed talent, without 
making any guarantees’ but simply 
providing a_ test and_ ultimately 
building up a file of tested capable 
|people from which picture com- 
| panies could draw on for -talent. 

Several talent execs pointed out 
that when only five to 10 make the 
grade in screen productions out of 
5,000 tested, and they were not im- 
pressed with the new enterprise un- 
less it was stressed that the school 
| only could guarantee a worthwhile 
test. 


WB’S H.0. SCREENINGS 





| hibitors must do more 


com- | 


|; more 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
With the $1,000,000 film drive 
| getting under way to put new life in 
i the film industry, and cries that ex- 


exploitation 


on run-of-the-mine films, there has 
een a move toward more trade 
screenings by exchanges. 
Distributors are finally getting 
wise to the big fanfare screenings 
which usually take place in the 
morning in some big midtown the- 
atres. They have learned that this 
type of exhibition means nothing 
towards getting exhibs to see ‘ex- 
ploitation angles’ or giving the pic 
dates. Most exhibs don’t come be- 
cause it is too much trouble; they 


give the nicely engraved invitations 
to friends or members of the fam- 
ily. And the rest of the crowd is 
usually made up of exchange em- 
ployees and their friends. So the 
whole thing amounts to nothing 
more than a big free show, plus 
whatever publicity can be gained by 
getting a few crix out. 
Present move is away 
type screening. Trend. is hold 
and more of them in projec- 
tion rooms of the exchanges them- 
selves with small, informal groups 
of exhibs present. In this way, with 
only 10 or 15 men present, exhibs 
can concentrate on exploitation 
angles that will suit their particu- 
lar situation. Furthermore, they 
once in a while pick out a sleeper 


from this 


to 


this way and sometimes are led to 
give a date or preferred date to a 
pic that they might skip if they 
hadn't seen. It is always more sat- 
isfactory to see the picture than 
read reviews and thumb through a 
press book. And even the laziest 
exhib can be convinced to come in 
to a screening if it’s right on the 


film rialto and there’s not too much 
to-do about it. 
An example of the 


screening was given by 


new-style 
RKO Mon- 


day (15) on ‘Smashing the Rack- 
ets.” Telegrams were sent to about 


| 10 men and half a dozen more were 


| from 


FOR DISTRICT MGRS. 
| ‘Warner Bros. brought in all its) 
| district managers Monday (15) for | 


;}screening of new 
prints of which have arrived in the 
east, plus a luncheon at headquar- 
ters. 
The 
‘Four 
Giants’ 


company 
Daughters,’ ‘Valley of 
and ‘Garden of the Moon.’ | 

Home office executives participat- 
ing in confabs with the district men | 
included Grad Sears, Car] Leserman, 


showed the 


Roy Haines, Ben Kalmenson and_/| 
Mort Blumenstock. In addition to | 
pictures screened, leading forth- | 
;coming ‘38-39 film was discussed | 








38-39 =product. | 


colla result, 
turned 


both 


red on the street. Net 
comment afterward, 
out to be advantageous 


exhib and exchange. 


to 





RKO DUMPS LINCOLN, 


| 
men | 
the | 


from the sales angie. 
Okay Ohio Tax | 
Columbus, Aug. 9. 
Ohio House of Representatives has | 
; approved the tax extender bill, an- 
ticipated to produce $7,200,000 in 


poor relief from excise ioe es. 


| This includes the 3°% admissions 
tax, which was extended through 
| 1941. 
Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 16. 

State tax on theatre tickets netted 
$156,310 during past fiscal year, end- 
ing June 30. 

Has been bitterly fought for sev- 


eral years. 


Crime Ts Takes a Holiday 


Hollywood, Aug, 16. 

Martin Mooney is scripting a series 
of Nick Carter yarns for Surety Pro- 
ductions, slated to hit the cameras at 
| Grand National about Sept. 1. 
Surety obtained rights to the old 
| detective tales through a tieup with 
Street & Smith, publishers. 


CLEVE.; EASES OTHER 3 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 
Chain of RKO’s houses is being 
cut down to three theatres with the 


dumping of the Lincoln, nabe second- 

runner, on expiration of its lease. 
Lincoln with 950 seats is passing 

Sept. 1 to Paul Gusanovic, vho has 


signed 10-year lease. Latter also 
owns four other nabes but no down- 
town outlet since closing of his 
Cameo. 

Sales leave RKO with the de- 
luxer Palace, the Allen, which 's 
used for moveovers and Class Bs 
and the suburban Keith’s 105th for 
second runs. Nevertheless, it eases 
circuit’s problem of product distr- 


bution 
when 


tough at times 
enoug’ 


which was 
Palace couldn't get 
good A product for itself. 


Guid Dickering With 
Par on Wage-Hr. Pact 





Discussions between 


still are on 
the Newspaper Guild and Pare 
mount newsreel relative to a wage 
and hour contract for editorial W ork- 


ers at the Par office 12 
a 

Understanding is that the Guild is 
seeking to establish a scale equiv® 


lent to what other newsreels Cl” 


news home 


rently are paying editorial worke!® 
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With the Astaire-Rogers-Berlin “Carefree” set for release on Labor | 
Day... with “Gunga Din” and “Room Service’, two of the biggest 
shows to be released by any company this Fall, in the cutting room | 
... With other important shows shooting and being moved into pro- ] 
duction as this announcement goes to press, RKO-RADIO Lays 
Its Show News on the Line. 





We have more box-office stars and more fine properties than ever 
before. Impressive as our program looks today, it will be augmented 
by box-office names and properties, and strengthened month by 
month, as alert showmanship in our studio, with Pandro S. Berman in 


charge of production, seizes every show opportunity. 
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CARY GRANT . . VICTOR McLAGLEN . . DOUGLAS agenda 


IN KIPLING’S PANORAMIC DRAMA OF FIGHTING MEN IN LOVE seen NS 
JOAN FONTAINE - SAM JAFFE - EDUARDO n_, > se ) 


and cast of thousands! f 
Produced and Directed by GEORGE Stevens 


Screen play by Ben 
Hecht and Charles » 
netacArthur; Joel 3 


% Fi and Fred Guiol. 


" PANDRO S. BERMAN | 


IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION Yas 














Wednesday, August 17, 193 


Peviv tery 


moa 





isi i 
i Se Oe Se 


ee ERE GS : Pise-es ‘ Sy is 








riety St gy 


*, > é 


iets sat) ey feretisens 


VARIETY 


erin ryt: 





Tae ere sae 8 
24 


% Moe 


Pie YATE TA 





ee. a: ; g % ‘ 

, ; winds O75 

S % i 2 a ‘t- ; 5 . isos 
LZ f ie eis a 4 es 


BEE op tne tombe 5 


> ; ; 
oe Se, Te aa 
> C3 y 
5 “ wt 


&. 2-18 et em et 


44 


, Chagpntnn pao 
2s 


lrdink 4 













a Yh i AAR, REA: OES 





















16 VA RIETY Wednesday, August 1%, 1938 


= ” ~ = — a oe —— a 














nafs rosa PUES STATA SA II STS SRSA TOLIN IY Gis eee eeu eminenes: 
: ek Se Be Tee eI P< 3 8 Ses 33 } : 
eee Ll yl? % ° * Oe fig £. Pe A 2 “gh % % eo < e ~— 3 fe a re ; a | 


x 
$ igke I% = 


; . 3 
? < & J s Ez om a € Sie eS ge 2 ry % ‘ 
"3 Sg eS eg a Ret 
a a ne i : , i A! $, ~ ; 3 TE 
RGSS) - = £ : ie . ei fs f 
EVES RU Ooh a BE FERS, 
4 > %. : ; $ > 25 e 7 Sa FS + Ee Boe 
at a 3 a a a a 


COMPLETED! 


BARBARA STANWYCK 
HENRY FONDA 


and great 
cast in the | 
season’s i 
novel 
thritler ! 
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Produced by P. } Wolfson 
& Directed by Leigh lasoe 

PANDRO S BERMAN in 

charge of production 
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New York gasped and thrilled a 
sat rooted tense through 235 
performances of this great A. H 
Woods melodrama at the Ambas- 
sador Theatre. Now this smash- 
ing bolt of stage thunder strikes 
the screen! 
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7-YEAR-OLD J a PEK ql ALY fas | 
OF N.Y. THEA i, : “ | 
WILL APPEARIN’ PICTURE WITH ff \y, WITH Tht Wail . 


When he starred 
in “On Borrowed 
Time” every New 
York critic raved 
like this! 

“Peter Holden is, in our book, 
the greatest juvenile actor 
of our time. His is acting to 
stir the admiration of his 
elders in the craft.” 


Rebert Coleman, 
N.Y. Daily Mirror 
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ERBERT WILCOX PRODUCTION. 
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UM. DOODLE KICKS OFF” 


wr» JUNE TRAVIS RICKARD LANE - BILLY GILBERT 













For release at 
the height of the 
Directs PT AY’ *. : iets football season! 







reduce 








1a 


Ruth Donnelly... Bradley’ 


| Yemperamentat movik 
‘star and hare - brained : 
| press agent! ... What he © 
| thinks up, she does; and 

| they start the new laugh 

| | season off with a Bang! 


|| NEXT OF THE SERIES OF FOUR. 









. “ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR” 














in SORORITY 
» HOUSE 


. Behind tocked 
: doors in a girls’ 
college « Human 
: Grama told in 
heart- beats of 
: budding girls 
= @ager for lite! 








Produced by- 3 
B.P. Fineman 
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$490 22% 723 Drama of a family doctor. 
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RKO RADIO e 
SHORT 
PRODUCTIONS 


PPh ad 24 TWO-REEL COMEDIES 
% Plaving Cowboys; Ted Fic Rite, Pal Marrs, Chertes (Buddy) 
— and their Bands; and other names of similar marquee 


4 eye van ex NU-ATLAS MUSICALS 


everything that’s new and exciting. Produced by Milton 
Schwarzwald. 


13 RKO-PATHE SPORTSCOPES 


Covering the world of sports, indoor and eut. 


4 SHEILA BARRETT SPECIALTIES 


The Queen of New York’s smart dining-dancing places, 
presenting the impressions that have made her the talk of 
twe centinents. 


9 RKO-PATHE SINGLE REEL SUBJECTS 


Pictorial feature articles on the screen. 


1 TWO-REEL DIONNE QUINTUPLETS 
PRODUCTION 


— 





habah cd 


¥ ¢ 
, ee ee ASSEN) 
baad ae id pee 
Hee 0 : a Niet ay Mi 
#% ‘ ie Me Badd iid z ae 
iii it Jit F er 


SbF? pee a 
if ton3 ‘aN ¢ asyey tae 


tf ih AY ; is 652% j 4%: nine 
cf fi? es : ae Hanis Bia a 


a a 














Wednesday, August 17, 1938 VARIETY he 


= salah Se ea — = 













grandest show of all... 


“Carefree” .. with words 
and music by Irving | < 


“Labor Day week- 4 
_end throughout 
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SEE THEM SING AND DANCE 
° 


3 ‘TH fa YAM 9 : ai ae sie 
Fred and Ginger, Mi 

Singing and Swinging to 

Four Grand New songs 


“CHANGE PARTNERS” eo 
“| USED TO BE COLOR BLIND” = i. 
“THE NIGHT IS FILLED WITH MUSIC”’ : 


tcg 


RALPH BELLAMY 


LUELLA GEAR - JACK CARSON 
CLARENCE KOLB - FRANKLIN PANGBORN 


A PANDRO S. BERMAN PRODUCTION 
DIRECTED BY MARK SANDRICH 


Screen Play by Allan Scott and Ernest Pagane Story 
and Adaptation by Dudley Nichols and Hagar Wilde 
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FOUR’S A CROWD 


production and releas 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland 
Patric Knowles, Directed 


; 


Adapted by Casey BR 


Warner Bros. 
Features Errol 
Rosalind Russell, 
by Michael Curtiz. 


nson, Sid Herzig from story by W: 
Sullivar camera, Ernie Haller At } 

. Mus Hall. N Y week Aug l S 
Running time, 91 mins. 

Bob Lansford ; ; p ...- Errol Flynn 
Lorri Dillingwell ....- Olivia de Hav 

Jean Christy..... .....- Rosalind Rus 
Patterson Buckley e- ...Patrie Knowles 
Joh: P. Dillingwell wees Walter Connolly 
Jenkins ...Hugh Herbert 


Melville Cooper 


Bingham ++ 
Franklin Panghor 


Preston. 


it.) See Pee TTR ERE EE oe y ee Herman Bing 
Amy. ‘ Margaret Hamiltor 
Butler Pieree......-e.+¢- .. Joseph Crehan 
Young. ; Sateen tat Joe Cunninghan 
Buckley's Secretary.... . Dennie Moore 
Lansfor? s First Secretary..Gloria Blondell 
Lansford Second Secretary...Carole Landis 
Mrs Jenkins.. ai ..- Reine Riar 
‘Four’s a Crowd’ cks up as a 
ubstantially diverting disciple of the 
current school of goofy screenplay, 
In addition to a final reel that’s a 
‘onsistent roar, the opus contains 
three names that should agitate 
things nicely around the box office 
This trio consists of Errol Flynn 
Olivia de Havilland and Rosalind 
Russell, while Walter Connolly. 


~atric Knowles and Hugh Herbert do 
yeomen service in rounding out the 
laugh brigade. 

As a true follower of the dizzy 
school of comedy, it defies and re- 
nounces all relationship to reality. 
The narrative quickly strikes the in- 
tended mood and runs a zigzag 
course, from such thematic elements 
as newspaper mudslinging and 
pinning of celestial wings on male- 
factors of wealth by the press agent 
the constant scrambling 
of two pairs of lovers. Providing 
much zest and spice to this dizzy dish 
is Connolly’s characterization of the 
eccentric millionaire, whose major 
interest in life is his miniature elec- 
tric railway system and a kennel of 
mastiffs that make tough going for 
unwanted visitors. 


the 


route, to 


While the film has its arid humor 
stretches, there is little letdown in 
action. Deftly developed is the 
niniature train race sequence, in 


which the millionaire’s entry meets 
defeat through the artful placement 
of a chunk of butter on the tracks. 
Other laugh cascades derive from | 
Flynn’s attempt to carry on twin} 
phone conversations with a couple of | 
insistent dames, and from a double 
elopement in paralleling cabs at 
dawning, with the situation stepped 
ap in a big way by Herbert’s func- 
tioning as the cynical justice of the 
peace. The marriage service is not 
only the screwiest sequence in the 
picture, but builds to a whirlwind 
worth finish. 

Complications develop from Flynn’s 


2fforts to sell the hardboiled Connolly | ; 


into whitewashing his _ public-be- | 
damned past by endowing a few} 
clinical foundations. The wily public 
relations counsel uses his temporary 
connection as managing ed of 
Knowles’ newspaper to stir up public 
sentiment against his proposed client. 
Tossed about by the cross-current, 
which Knowles sets up to stymie 
Flynn, are the Misses Russell and de 
Havilland, the former a reporter and 
the latter the millionaire’s lone 
daughter and heiress. With “lynn 
it’s a case of playing all ends against 
the middle, with neither of the male 
leads and the two dames certain 
which one he or she wants for a life’s 
partner until the last few minutes of 
the narrative. 

The romantic foursome ply at their 
oarts with all the necessary skill and 
nood. Besides Connolly and Her- 
oert, there’s a standout comedy sup- 
sort from Melville Cooper, as the 
sutler who doubles as_ playmate 
around the miniature trains. Also, 
from Franklin Pangborn, in the role 


of Knowles’ valet. Odec. 
2th Century-Fox release of John Stune 
Production. Stars Jane Withers; features 
Gloria Stuert, Henry Wilcoxon, 
Westley, Jed Prouty, Douglas Fowley and 
Robert Allen Directed by Herbert I 
Leeds. Sereenplay. Frances Hyland and 
Albert Ray. from original by Frank Fen- 
ton and Lynn Root; camera, Edward 
Cronjager; editor, Horry Reynolds. At 
Globe, N. Y., dual, Aug, 9-13, ’38.  Run- 
ning time, 77 min. 
Ge TEMES 6c cs ciscewsesendaved Jane Withers 
SG. OP TEMO Rs 6-6.6.08.0006.80 460% Gloria Stuart 
Jonathan Rand............-Henry Wilcoxon 
meee, Weel 66.60 ecteecese Helen Westley 
SOTOMG LAWGOR. « « ss60 660s gasecn Jed Prouty 
Cedric HMuemt..... cscs eoeees Douglas Fowley 
oo a” ae er er Robert Allen 
Howard Travers....... Pedro de Cordoba 
ee eee Claudia Coleman 
Bettina Bowman......... Paula Rae Wright 
. 8” er ee re Themselves 
3, ere Etta McDaniel 
Brutu -Carmencita Johnson 
Frogs Mary McCarthy 


Casting | irector ; ..Hal K. Dawson 


‘Keep Smiling’ is a kid’s picture 
with an adult punch. It’s one of Jane 
Withers’ best efforts to date, and. 
though reminiscent of ‘A Star Is 


Born’ in plot and carry-through, it’s 
natural entertainment. Word-of- 
mouth will help it, and there’s no 
reason why it can’t single-bill in 


plenty of spots. 

For the trade, however, it has one 
drawback. Another expose of Holly- 
wood drunkenness, on top of ‘Star I: 
Born,’ this Withers starrer doesn’t 
help the picture business reclaim a 
lily-white rep at a time when it 
needs good will. The story can't 
help but pound home to Hollywood 
that it’s about time the picture bus'i- 
ness stopped rapping itself in its own 
sostly product. As is, the columnists 
and radio chatterers are doing 
»nouch harm. 

Class A production, more expensive 


(her uncle’s home being 


usually tossed to young Miss 
plus a good supporting cast. 
is noticeable throughout. Sets—and 
there are plenty of them—are ex- 
pensive, and Herbert I. Leeds’ direc- 
‘ion for the most part, is flawless. 
The Frances Hyland and Albert Ray 
screenplay is ‘good, though Frank 
Fenton and Lynn Rooi can’t be given 


; than 
Withers, 


very much credit for their ‘o: ginal 
idea. Latter is how they’re billed 
for the story. 


Story concerns the neglect for his 
orphaned niece, incarcerated in a 
girls’ school, by Henry Wilcoxon, an 
ace Hollywood director. Kid finally 
rebels at the taunts of her fellow 
students and makes an_ uninvited 
visit to the film capital, only to find 
sold at auc- 
through 


ywdiness, 


director. 
and ri 


tion because the 
? 


habitual drunkenness 


nas hit the skid With the help of 
nis rormer ec and love- nterest, 
Gloria Stuart. the kid manages to 
set Wilcoxon to come back, she her- 
self crashing films at the same time. | 
One of the fi standouts is the 
bit in the casting director’s office 
when the youngster goes through 
mitation of w.k. moppets. Her 


‘Bobby Breen.’ ‘Eleanor Powell’ and 
‘Deanna Durbin’ takeoffs are svlen- 
did It‘s a sharp deflator of Breen 
and also a terrific slap at ambitious 
mothers who drag their pretty chil- 
dren to the studios. 

Wilcoxon’s drunk is a little too 
heavy at times. but his performance 
is otherwise fine. Miss Stuart is| 
rather wooden, but the acting of Jed 
Prouty. Robert Allen, Douglas Fow- 
ley, also as a director, and Helen 
Westley is plenty good. 

A corking job of make-believe is 
also turned in by Pedro de Cordoba 
as the old-time actor who dies of a 
heart attack just as he’s about to be 
signed to a termer. Also in the cast 


are the Three Nelsons, vaude jug- 
slers, but they’re strictly boarding 


house comedy and unimportant to the 
plot. 

Edward Cronjager’s photography, 
mostly interiors, is satisfactory. 


Scho. 


SING YOU SINNERS 
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| way’s Group Theatre, the actor turns 
2 9 = lout to be a much more forceful per- 
Miniature Reviews | sonality on the screen than he was 
on the stage. He retains all his act- 
/ing ability and in addition seems to 
‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB). Goofy |have acquired a vital quality via the 
click comedy that moves along | camera. 
to a whirlwind laugh finish. Somewhat in the manner of ‘Little 
: pe ae th). O f | Women’ and ‘Pride and Prejudice, 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th). One o this tale deals with the heart-throbs 





|cessful small-town business man; an- 
other is an amiable florist’s clerk; a 
third is a composer 
(WB). a newcomer, a hard-bitten, 
sioned, fatalistic, tight-lipped old- 
young man from the city slums. In 


should clean up; fair marquee 
strength. 

‘Valley of the Giants’ 
Virile story o: the redwood 
forests, handsomely photo- 


7 1 the only violent action of the story 
sraphed in Technicolor. First . : : 
graphed in he disrupts the youngest girl’s ro- 
run calibre. mance with the composer, marries 

‘Rich Man, Poor Girl’ (M-G). her and, at last, when he realizes he 


the crotchetty old spinster next door 
indulges a long-suppressed yen to 
|swing on the front gate. 


Trapeze artists out on a limb. 
Stars Leslie Banks, Anna 
Neagle, Tullio Carminati. 


' Fannie Hurst’s original has been 

‘Garden of the Moon’ (WB). deftly adapted by Julius J. Epstein 
Okay filmusical featuring Pat | and Lenore Coffee to retain its ten- 
O’Brien, John Payne, Margaret | der charm and quiet humor. And 


Lindsay and Jimmy Fidler. Michael Curtiz’s direction is both af- 


(Par), One most appealing performance to date. 


Cassidy 


‘Pride of the West 
of the best Hopalong 
westerns. 


tive as other sisters, while Gale Page 
is thoroughly convincing as the old- 











;}est sister. May Robson plays the 
}aunt in proper mother-hen fashion, 
Crosby buys a swap shop and later;| while Frank McHugh, Dick Foran 


trades that in for a horse. Swings|and Jeffrey Lynn score as the small- 
the family to Los Angeles, where the | town business successes. As the ill- 
three boys are forced to reunite as a|starred newcomer, Garfield 
trio and go to work at a small night! with such tight-lipped force that for 
club, the trio bit enabling the intro-|a time he threatens to throw the pic- 





duction of songs, but for a thrill|/ture out of focus by drawing too 
: eam finish the horse wins a big raceé./ much interest. Hobe. 
(WITH SONGS) However, the mother, fearing the ee 
Paramount release of Wesley Rugsles| hazards of the racing business, | . 
production. Stars Bing Crosby and Frel| orders them to continue singing for | Valley of the Giants 
MacMurray. Features Ellen Drew, Donald ‘ade ’ 
O'Connor, Elizabeth Patterson Directed the fade. . oe (COLOR) 
vy Wesley Ruggles. Story and adaptation, Being less the crooner in this | Warners release of Lou Edelman produe- 
‘ > : ‘ tthe a iusic | bs ea ‘ = tion Features "a r Me s 7 t 
Chane Sevens eee, See ee: een | Caett Gian previously, Croeey S088 | ior, Frank 3 atk ae ee Dine 
James Monacag; specia song, small : 5 re es a oo & — - Ores os 
Frv Frank Loesse . and Hoagy (ar- | only one number solo, though there | Crisp, Charles Bickford, Jack LaRue and 
michael; editor, Paul Weatherwax; camera. | are four in the footage. Others are | John Litel. Directed by William Keighley 
Karl Struss At Community, Saratoga | molded for the trio. Crosby’s solo | se reenplay by Seton I. Miller and Michael 
Springs, N. Y., week Aug. 14, °38. Run-| cong is ‘Don’t Let That Moon Get cessiet; trom stery by Foter B. Kyee; 
ning ne, 88 mins. | r > H dessa Mis. a. Sol Polito, Previewed in Projec- 
Jor peaette+onsseestanan Bing Crosby | Away, a good song. e oes tion Room, N. Y., Aug. 15, '38 Running 
D Gi icariveteeas as Fred MacMurray | jn a roadhouse setting. Rest, all by | time, 75 mins. 
ore h : coc ececccccces so es wy * _Drew | the trio with instrumental accompa- ae coscieee ...Wayne Morris 
ike DE. cccccccescos ona le Connor “podle ‘Dankat? ams.’ see Roberts cs ee secccoece Claine Trever 
Mra. Beehesiccisces .-Elizabeth Patterson niment, are ‘I _ ketful of Dreams, ‘Fingers’ McCarthy..... --.-FPrank McHugh 
ieesitaiiaes | ‘Laugh and Cal’ It Love and Small | -ox smith. ... ....,Alan Hale 
A new and interesting Bing Crosby | Fry.’ Last-mentioned, done in “2 ay nem te tteeeeeeess+...Donald Crisp 
. . . . ’ or "Ac yritte speciall | Howard Fallon....... -Charles Bickford 
emerges in ‘Sing You Sinners,’ aj acter, was written spec vo Y| Ea Morrell.........2+--.- Jack LaRue 
; ; ‘liawoe | Prank Loesser and Hoagy Cal-| Hendricks .............0ccc cee ee John Lite! 
likable ne’er-do-well who believes | nichael, while the other three were | creet ....0 Dick Puree}! 
that the secret of success lies in tak-| composed by John Burke and James Wats ..-ssssseessesessesessss ss El Brendel 
ing gambles. He is less the crooner,| VY. Monaco. Best bet of the lot is| coe uy — py ne 
“ Meg bn P . . . PRGrGS 6 6660466666 6868 08% y ends 
and, for added relief of tiring Crosby ‘Pocketful of Dreams,’ which is re- | Greer ..... AOR ie A or 
fans, if any, less of a delight for} prised several times. ‘Small Fry is | Joe ROPUNOE 4 ¥5.05.45 54000 ...Wade Boteler 
fluttering maidenly hearts. Instead, | a novelty production number that xo maaaaael ee eee Heke n MacKellar 
, ° A ° | ¢ a ‘ « H P « 
he’s something of a pain in the neck |entertains, reminiscent of Car- We Vie tataxesien .Addison Richard: 


to a forgiving mother and two 
| brothers, Crosby and a small but 
| good cast combine with an excellent 
|story and good direction for surefire 
| box office. 

| Original story by Claude Binyon 
|is homespun, down to earth and as 
| natural as eggs for breakfast, even if 
| it calls for Crosby to put up a big 
\fist fight against great odds in the 
| final reel. This is the only part of 
Binyon’s story—or Wesley Ruggles’ 
| direction—that seems a little far- 
|fetched. The fight sequence occurs 
jin a stable immediately after a big 
|race and involves Crosby, Mac- 
| Murray and two others. Everyone is 
conveniently out of sight or earshot 
|of the terrible fisticuffing and the 
two brothers (Crosby 


Murray), with a little aid from their | difficulties. 


mother, finally vanquish their race- 








| 


and Mac-| on her participation in 


Helen fixing foes. MacMurray looks like he | . 


might be able to handle the man he | 


battles, but Crosby doesn’t. 
ever, it is a good fight and 
liberties taken may be overlooked. 
| Ruggles produced as well as di- 
; rected, with Binyon, as usual, his 


author. They've proved an ex- 
ceptionally good team in the past 
and in this Crosby-MacMurray 


starrer both ends have held up. One 
|of the beauties of the finished job is 
that the tempo is even all the way. 
with no spurts or letdowns during 
| anv part of the 88 minutes. 
| Wholesomeness pervades the en- 
tire story. direction and perform- 
;ances, with the plot and situations 
| developing considerable charm. In a 
couple spots, scenes are somewhat 


| 


michael’s yesteryear hit, ‘Lazybones.’ 

s ay i trongly, : , 
nak eee Line oy H- hes California redwoods, and the strug- 
anything from MacMurray nor gle between lumber interests 
moppet O’Connor. MacMurray makes; control over the great 
a fine impression, with the pretty 
Ellen Drew opposite him for ro- 
mantic dressing. Crosby does not 
figure in any romance except for one 


Peter B. Kyne’s sturdy story of the | 


for 
forests, 


years) as an important boxoffice at- | 
traction. Newest remake is directed 


Jane Withers’ best efforts to of the four talented daughters of a 
date. professor of music. It’s a simple, 
‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par). gay and lovable small-town house- 
Hit picture which brings out hold. And as the various girls ac- 
: . quire beaux, the old man looks on 

a new and refreshing Bing |with a twinkling eye, and kindly 
Crosby. Good songs. Aunt Etta bustles about to make the 
‘Four Daughters’ (WB). || place homelike. ' ; | 
Homey little heart-throbber Of the suitors, one is a typical suc- | 


Finally there is | 
disillu- | 


Domestic comedy-drama looks will never be able to make her hap- | 
fair box office despite limited py. kills himself. There is an effec- 
marquee names tively sentimental windup as the lit- 
- tle family, reunited by the return of | 
‘The Show Gees On’ (G-B). all the girls, practi*> quintets, and 


: - fectionate and knowing. Claude 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB). Fa- Rains is irresistibly persuasive and | 
miliar-looking gangster . stuff, attractive as the father. Priscilla | 
with new dressing in the way of | Lane has the best part as the young- 
a Thomas E. Dewey flavor. est sister, and she responds with her 


Rosemary and Lola Lane are effec- | 


plays | 


emerges again (the third time in 20 |": 








. =—— 
} 
RICH MAN, POOR GIRL 
Metro release of Edward Chodorwy - 
duciion, Features Robert Young le “ 
Ayres, Ruth Hussey, Lana Turner <- = 
Kibbee, Sarah Padden. Directed by | Prd 
held Schunzel. Screenplay by Johey : i 
Field and Jerome Chodorov: from play 
‘White Collars,’ by Edith Ellis ted 
frem Edgar Franklin's story: ecame1 Raa 
June. Reviewed in Projection Roon Y- 
|} Aux. 15, °38. Running time, 70 mins ” 
|} Bill Harrison errr. Robert Youns 
ne BE PEP eee ee ree Lew ma 
RO ee ee eee Ruth Huss: 7 
FS ae seen ee Lana Turr nd 
Bee POMITIBOR. 0 6 vcccccnccecs Rita Johnso 
Frank ‘ast ~ 
| Pa ice 
| Ma ; = 
| Tom Grogan ia 
DE, Bwas shes $680 00.00.066 040 «x Virginia Sa 
Mrs GweMsler ..cscccccccscccee+ Marie Blake 
| “Rich Man, Poor Girl,’ whether 


particularly intended or not, 


ills 

other in that group of homey 
comedy-dramas that Metro ha een 
coming up with of late. It is a trifle 
lightweight in marquee strencth | it 
should build through word-of-mouth 
Production concerns the tribula- 
tions encountered by a youns iC- 
cessful business man when he strives 


to marry his secretary, oldest daugh 
large, poor family 
plot hinges on the desire to 
|have her rich suitor make sure that 
he’s willing to wed after becoming 
jthoroughly acquainted with her 
‘tribe. Plot isn’t new, yet the faith- 
ful character studies and deft direc. 
torial touches in this make it re. 
| freshingly new. 

Robert Young is 
business man who 


jter ina Whole 


iw]’ 
£Zirls 


the well-to-do 
seeks to wed his 


|}poor secretary. One of the best per- 
|formances he’s done in many pic- 
tures. He even manages to surmount 
a couple of those’ exaggerated 
Hollywoodish sequences. Lew Ayres, 


| who indicated new possibilities with 
his work in ‘Holiday,’ seems to defi- 
nitely have arrived for these differ- 
ent type roles as a belligerent 
booster for the middleclass. Not the 
usual sleek hero, Ayres is standout 
as a forlorn, expostulating youth. 


| Ruth Hussey, as the secretary, 
| does enough in this picture to indi- 
cate that she will be seen often. A 
j}looker, she also is an adroit little 


actress. Lana Turner, 
{youngest sister, also 
| promising youngster. 
cious portrayal of the _ jitterbug 
femme. Guy Kibbee and _ Sarah 
Padden, as the parents, present skill- 


cast as the 
appears a 
Gives a viva- 


ful character portrayals. Rita John- 
son, as Young’s sister; Gordon Jones 
and Don Castle loom best in the 
support. 

Reinhold Schunzel has directed 
|} with pace and -originality. Seldom 
loverlooks a bet to stress either a 
|}comedy or dramatic point. Edward 


i|Chodorov has given the film taste- 
{ful and worthwhile production. Ray 
| June’s photography is up to the high 
technical standard of the picture. 
Wear. 


THE SHOW GOES ON 


(ENGLISH MADE) 


Gaumont-British release of Herbert Wil- 


cox production. Stars Tullio Carminati, 
Leslie Banks, Anna Neagle Directed by 
Herbert Wilcox. Story, Nicolas Farkas; 


adaptation, 
director, 


Mankiewicz: musical 


Young. At 


Herman 
Geraldo; camera, F. A. 





portion, where he tries to steal his 
brother’s girl and gets socked for it. 
The O’Connor lad, who becomes a 
jockey for the big race, is excellent. 
He will gather many admirers 
through this picture. Miss Drew’s 
chores are not sufficient to suggest 
whether she’s going places or not, 
not so much stress having been laid 
the Beebe 
Mother is played excel- 
lently by Elizabeth Patterson. 

Race sequence is very exciting. It 
is well sustained for thrills and very 


by William Keighley for Warners. 
and Wayne Morris plays the role of 
William Cardigan, 
trayed by Wallace Reid for Para- 
mount in 1919. It’s in Technicolor. 
‘Vailey of the Giants’ is a yarn 
which contains nearly all the proven 
surefire elements wf the successful 
outdoor picture. It possesses entic- 
ing and inspiring visual appeal. Few 
spots in America are as impressive, 
scenically, as the gorgeous redwood 








How- | well photographed by Karl Struss. | forests which extend over the north- 
the | Track a well as other backgrounds, | ern portion of California. 
j;most o 


: Keighley 
attest to | has captured in color much of the 
Char. | rugged charm of the section. 


Characters of the novel are from 
FOUR DAUGHTERS 


familiar patterns, until it is remem- 
Warner Bros 


them | simple, 
good production jucgment. 





bered that the Kyne story was one 
of the film pioneers of its type. 
| There is the local boy fighting des- 


release of Renjamin Glazer 


production. Features Priscilla Lane, Rose- A ( 
mary Lane, Lola Lane, Gale Page. Claude | perately against the eastern capital- 
Rains, John Garfield, Jeffrey Lynn, Dick | ists who, through trickery, are driv- 
Foran, Frank McHugh, May Robson. Di-|ing off from the land the early set- 
rected by Michael Curtiz. Screenplay, 1. 


| tlers whose claims are faulty. There 





touching, including the denarture of | 
the harassed no-job Crosby for the | 
big city and, after he has sent for the | 


family, his shame over not having 


the makings of success he repre- 
sented. 
Action centers around a small- 


town family, the Beebes. Latter con- 
sists of a mother who seems fondest 
of the 
(Crosby), his older brother, Mac- 
Murray, and the youngest of the 
flock. the O’Connor kid. who regards 
Crosby as an idol. Crosby has a yen 


laziest member of her brood | 


‘Sister Act 


for trading and swapping but not 
nuch of a yen for work. When 
MacMurray has to hold up _his| 


marriage because Crosby won't. or 
can’t, get a job, the parting of the 
|; Wavs arrive. 

Running uv a $2 bet into a 
bankroll at the racetrack when he 
swans tickets with another plaver. 
winning each time on the trade, 


Dig 


Julius J. Epstein and Lenore Coffee, from | . - . 
original story by ‘Fannie Hurst; camera, | 1S the girl who runs the gambling 
Ernie Haller; dialog director, Irving Rap- | house, a tough huzzy with a heart of 
ner; film editor. Ralph Dowson. Reviewed | gold, who passes along to the hero 
in projection room WN. Y., Aug. 12, ‘'38. | 


important information of opposition 


t ling time, { ins 
ee _.Claude Rains | moves. And there also are the west- 
Aunt Etta May Robson | ern types, hard hitting, hard drink- 
Ann Lemp -++++Priscilla Lane | ing men of the woods, who risk life 
Thea Lem eRe re ge secne oe ‘and limb in a fight against op- 
Em na L¢emp beeven Gale Page | pression. 
ree a i ele alR ciebae ...Dick Foran| Seton I, Miller and Michael Fes- 
Felix Deitz ....Jeffrey Lynn | sier have fashioned a tightly knit 
Ren Crow le a — Sova melodrama from the Kyne novel. 
~ ggg: Ay dry “Vera Lewis | Most spectacular feature in their 
po Tom Dugan | Screenplay is the dynamiting of a 
Sam. Eddie \cuff| dam, an exciting and obviously dan- 
Karl --...Donald Kerr) gerous piece of work. Destruction 
oT ERG ; of a railway trestle also has _ its 
Score one for Warners on this gen- breathless moments F 


tle drama from Fannie Hurst’s novel, | 
It's a beguiling film 
along the current Hollywood trend 


Claire Trevor plays opposite Mor- 
ris and handles a routine role with 
some distinction. Balance of the cast 


is good. Frank McHugh appears in 
|of folksy family stories. Certain to’ a comedy part, and characier bits 
do healthy biz, particularly in the are done by Alan Hale, Donald Crisp 
nebes. Most mportant, though, it and Charles Bickford. Jack LaRue 


and El Brende] also appear 
Y reale Garfiel 9c an interecte P « VCal, 
reveals Joh. Garfield as an interest Film should do well in sections 
in~ pieture precopec | where out-of-door pictures are the 


t 
Formerly Jules Garfield, of Broad-'! favorites. Flin. 


originally por- 


Loew's Metropolitan, B’kKlyn, dual, week 
Aug. 11, *38. Running time, 70 mins. 

POC crkecnaeeeneiseeeantadas .Anna Neagle 
DR 64.6:5 660040060 tae EO Oa 8 Tullio Carminat! 
BONG. obeeses seaweed Rise sssd ches Leslie Banks 
Mike cenveese é ....Horace Hodges 
TRONS 55 6aechaeudee ns ....Arthur Finn 
i Bb CEE OEE TEE Ce Olive Blakeney 
Valentine..... ‘ Miki Hood 


The discordancy of excellent pro- 
iduction and casting with the dis- 
|crevancy of an oft-told romance un- 
;der the Big Top is unfolded in ‘The 
|Show Goes On.’ Herbert Wilcox has 
|taken Anna Neagle, Leslie Banks and 
| Tullio Carminati and swung them 
out on a limb instead of a trapeze. 
For The Three Maxims it’s a triumph 
|to play the famous Apollo in Paris 
after mixed successes in the circuses. 
But for the three stars of the film, 
their parts in the picture are more 
hazardous than their flittings on the 
trapeze. A poor British-made even 
fo. the native trade; for U.S. audi- 
,ences, dull stuff. 

| Outside of some excellent camera 
shots of the trapeze performances, 
| there's little in the film to recom- 
mend it. Herman Mankiewicz, who 
ideserted Hollywood to adapt the 
original by Nicol’. Farkas, has cone 
trived to weave in some good dialog, 
while Wilcox, wi» produced and di- 
rected, is evident with his craftsman- 


‘ship. However, vace lags badly at 
times. 
| It’s the story of Mac (Banks), who 


loves Pat (Miss Neagle), who in turn 
|cares for Toni (Carminati), who, one 
'might believe, is just occupied with 
his art. For the sake of scripting 
convenience, however, he finally de- 
icides he loves Pat. Carminati, as the 
| gay Continental lover, has a tendency 
to overact. 

Crux of the story hinges on 
whether Mac will wreak vengeance 
pon his rival from aloft. There’s the 
possibility of Mac letting Toni fall to 


his death instead-of catching him. 
But he does catch him. He ’ just 
couldn't allow Pat to suffer. It’s all 


too, too dramatic. And reminiscent 
if the German-made silent, ‘Variety. 

3anks is occasionally excellent 
with his affected Scottish brogue but 
also at times fails to play his rove 
with proper restraint. Of the 
Miss Neagle alone measures up yr 
tinct 


trloa, 


past successes, although it’s a di 
change from her ‘Victoria.’ 





aa 
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Garden of the Moon 
(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. release of Lou Edelman 


tion Features Pat O’Br ien, John 
produc MO Margaret Lindsay, Joe Venuti, 
payee, Davis Jerry Colonna, Jimmy Fid- 
seae ire ted “by Busby Berkeley. Screen- 
ber. Jerry Wald and Richard Macauley; 
play, H Redford-Jones and Barton Browne; 
story, Harry Warren, Al Dubin and 
ey Mercer; camera, Tony Gaudio. Pre- 
ae in Projection Room, MN. 3., Ave. 
hs 38 tZunning time, 90 mins. ~~! 
he QUINN... cee eeeeer ee neeecs Pat O'Brien 
Jo ; Blake....--eerereeee Margaret Lindsay 
a Vincente ik ebk neues bak wees John Payne 
Don Harris. .seeceeeeeceess Johnnie Davis 
Seeurice ee pnb enne nan’ sen ——— 
. . av ee sabel Jeans 
s. Lornay PeerTrerEST ECR Se eX poe | 
tery Stanton. ..-seeeeers esees. Mabel Todd 
ee Fulton. .-sseeeeees eared Dick Purcell 
os - Calder ‘ eooes- Penny Singleton 
ss é 1 eee : : ; 
Ssaharaiah Of Sind. .cccecessscore Curt Bois 
Maberest G llicuddy..eee. Granville Bates | 
Ange an McGillicuddy..... Edward McWade 
a ; .Larry Williams 
re ‘ Lae ‘idl 
Jimmy Ficdier sane J n y 3 I 
Joe Venuti and His Swing Cats 
Backstage scenes involving the 


management and artists who appear 
jn floor show entertainment of a 
class hotel restaurant furnish the 
backgrounds for ‘Garden of the 
Moon.’ Locale is sufficient reason 
for a parade of musical numbers, 
some good and some just So-so. 
Novelty of the setting and the speed 
of its terpsing and music will push 
the picture into important first-runs, 
where it should do well. 

It's a long cry from the musical 
comedy and operatic back-stage 
musical to the night club. But the 
characters are interesting; there is a 
good feud between the manager and 
the orchestra leader, and some first 
class singing and band playing. 

Jimmy Fidler, radio commentator, 
plays one of the leading roles in the 
picture, his first appearance in a 
feature. As he attempts nothing more 
difficult than to play himself at the 


microphone, and a few easy scenes | 


with Pat O’Brien, Fidler gets by. 


° ° | 
O’Brien is the impresario who runs 


the dining and dancing establish-| paramount release of Harry Sherman pro- |!N8ly developed acting technique to 
ment. He pushes everyone around | quction. Features William Boyd, George | be convincing as the aspiring lover. 
and is rather pleased with himself as | Hayes, Russell Hayden, Charlotte Field. |He also is credited with providing | 
a showman. When he tricks a new- | eg Bs, I Selander. | ag A by | musie for the picture. In this depart- 
comer, John Payne, into a fill-in en- | ey ie ee eee’ ing: our’ | ment he has employed fine judgment, 
gagement, the battle is on between | Russell Harland. At Strand, Bklyn, dual, |nearly every one of several songs or 
the two. Looks like a lot of lost| Aug. 11, '38. Running time, 55 mins. | musical numbers fitting into the plot. | 
motion and much ado about nothing | Hopalong Cassidy .ese. William Boyd Blanca de Castejon, sprightly | 
very important. Audience is pulling | Win y Halliday.........66. .George Hayes | blonde, possesses the youth needed 
against O’Brien and for the good-| Saini FOREINBs «ss sasssstens Serer age! See |for the other angle of the film’s ro- | 
looking John Payne. There’s a bit of | Sherif). 7. sse'e""**“Syarl Hodgins |Mance. Carolina Segrera, as the cab- | 
heart interest around Margaret Linde | Dick...............eeeeeeeceeeees Billy King |aret dancer, who also falls in love 


say, press avent for the spot. 

Payne sings several Warren- 
Dubin-Mercer numbers, including 
‘Love Is Where You Find It,’ ‘The 
Lady on the Two-Cent Stamp’ and 
‘Garden of the Moon.’ Specialties are 
done by Ray Mayer, Jerry Colonna 
and Joe Venuti. Johnnie Davis 
blows a trumpet and has a part 
through the film. 

Busby Berkeley directs 
eye on the pace. 


with an 
Film is well photo- 


graphed by Tony Gaudio, Flin. 
RACKET BUSTERS 


Warner Bros. release of Cosmopolitan 
production, Features Humphrey Bogart, 
George Brent, Gloria Dickson, Walter Abel, 
Allen Jenkins, Penny Singleton. Directed 
by Lloyd Bacon. Story and adaptation, 
tobert Rossen and Leonardo Bercovici; 
editor, James Gibbon; photography, Arthur 


Edeson. At Strand, N. Y., week Aug. 10, 
*38. Running time, 65 mins, 

SEP ere Humphrey Bogart 
Denny Jordan........... er George Brent 
Se PONORR ish iseecesas .Gloria Dickson 
En -.-Allen Jenkins 
MOR hvesisseses reriecee re Walter Abel 
Governor eetawanee bs Sowa Henry O'Neill 
EER .«..Penny Singleton 
GN Gh 636.5400 06-05% -e--Anthony Averill 
a CeSbe cheese keee eoeeee.-Oscar O'Shea 
Charlie Smith......... «eee Elliott Sullivan 
Mrs. Smith........... (asdevsaaks Fay Helm 
Joe OPCs FES caved akons seecese-. J0@ Downing 
EAS re ee sees. Norman Willis 
RR ey pee errr. Don Rowan 


‘Racket Busters’ is just another 
Bangster picture, full of familiar 


boiler-plate, but one which attempts 
a note of authenticity by assuring 
audiences through a foreword that it 
1s based on court records and other 
data in connection with the trucking 
Tacket in New York City. Whether 
or not it follows that investigation 
and cleanup to the letter doesn’t 
manager since an excuse for exploita- 
— Is provided for. Thomas E. 
ewey’s name isn’t mentioned in 
the way but Walter Abel, who plays 
€ fearless N. Y. prosecutor looks 
and acts a good deal like Dewey. 
— box office potentialities rate 
rom fair to good, depending on how 
well the picture is sold and what 
see Is aroused in the Dewey 
nee e, Some exhibitors may_ be 
Tere enough to mention the New 
ceed os A.’s name. Dewey never 
ean 8ive his permission for its 
: however, Operations whose 
Patronage strongly support gangster 
pe should do considerably over 
erage even if the picture is no 


mA eout. 
nother current release, out 
peainst this one, and based on 
ne Davis’ Satevepost articles on 
Reaches, career, is ‘Smashing the 
on " produced by RKO. Out 
Telease at the same time, the 
werner and RKO gangster items are 


i “ 
ely to cause some confusion. 


Not always inci i 

L Ys so convincing, with a 
very smal] g 7 
+e story 
iNvestj 
acti a 
; bit, With a lot of terrorism that is 
feat far-fetched. The most absurd 
Ps oo of much of the action is that 
in | Ry figures, with everything 
eatalog iim producer’s racketeering 


Without ap ‘is : 
Bangsters are th interference. The 
faded by Humphrey Bogert, and 





, Sangster clique :iguring, | 
: £lves much to the laborious | 

ation of a special prosecutor | 
a c . } 
nd also attempts to punch up the | 


happening in oven daylight | 


are the accepted types, | 





FILM REVIEWS 











| they are a bit overdrawn in line with | 
| 








| custom, 
annie interest is developed | (‘My Two Loves’) 
| along lines that are none too brilliant, (WITH MUSIC) 
|two truck drivers figuring in the} paray unt rele e Ray ! 
love scenes, one married, the other! auction. Stars Tito (run Sicerted ‘bs 
not. In both instances, audience} Nick Grir Scree 1 K I 
|interest and sympathy is sought | frem origina J \. M : 
|through making their lives as| /it? Guizar; n Ml mes se 
miserable as possible. In addition, | Wijtiam’ Bridechouce hee i in Proje 
|Gloria Dickson, married to George | tion Room, N. Y., Aug. ll, ‘3s. Running 
| Brent, is sickly and finally has a/| time. 75 mins 
baby under conditions which even | 710 Bertolir dg Ponts 
call for Brent to pull some grand | Merceiea Pe } Leovalli 
| larceny to take care of things. It} Rafael Ber ' } I lo 
| isn’t the best role that Miss Dickson | Jose Mirand : 
could wish for and Brent, a stubborn | Anita Rem Carolina Segrera 
truck driver who, at first holding out | E1 Chato sees Paul El 
against racketeers, finally gives in to | Alfonso Herna Z Mia Ga 
them, earns no particular laurels for | M@nu' 7 J ' 
himself. Among other things, Brent | Ag 
Is unconvincing, as are others who (In Spanish) 
t ‘e] ste r Jj y 9} o " 

00 re luct intly hold out in aiding Made exclusively for tl Latin- 
| the special prosecutor in his cleanup | A meric: rat P ] 

Fin deceakae cae a cet oct American market, Paramount has an 
of the trucking and food rackets. é ane tied ] ‘ 

7 ; apparent money-maker in ‘Mis Dos 

With the racket seemingly :un by Amores’ (Mv T loves’ . 
Bogart : al er eres ‘7 |Amores (‘My Two Loves’) for such 

ogart and a couple aides, with no 


accounts. Tito Guizar shows 


up at hi 
politicians or others apparently in- best as a gay warbler :; Pg rece * 
‘ m : St aS ¢ gc Varbdier an < rhs 
volved, in the end the little gang | .45.‘; pt anal. igi 
stipes d = ‘ . ? while ne is supported by a competent 
meets in a hand-to-hand encounter Spanish-speaking cast. Story has an 
with truckmen and commission mer- equitable mixture of : mance 7 
. aLal Alii? A 2) Vl rs 4 1eiO- 
chants for the cleanup. It reminds ‘ mes 


wr} 
wn 


of the little bands in westerns ich, 
when easily vanquished, leave every- 
thing so peaceful it hurts. A court 
|scene provides the finish in ‘Racket 
| Busters.’ 


Abel does a particularly good job 


dramatic action and music. 

Yarn depicts the struggle of a poor 
medical student (Guizar) to battle 
the obstinate father of his choice and 
win laurels and money for himself. 
There’s the surprise rise to fame in a 


is “ Los Angeles Latinesque cabaret, a 
ha 2P149!] va) - oar . S 
Agel noi ie pave big gett | fistic struggle with a jealous rival fo 
silisled oashieat sacek  Senaue. ithe featured femme dancer, and a 
Brent and Miss Dickson are paired cetat snoetng. Young sg Phi eB 
tie comenin (eet a6 tik ein roaded almost to his doom before his 
hand; Allen Jenkins and Penny Se Te oe ra 
| Singleton on the other. Jenkins gets and alana mn ye fee gee ie eae 
'a couple of giggles, but the comedy |, rags ga Bc ci ggg: TM 
relief is negligible. oe eee 
| Ss bape ote 8 ee _ « lity, but are so elligently handlex 
| Pins ‘Grane pe tien re ” suffice for outside of the Ameri- 
paths , Char can market. Excellent taste shown 
‘ : * {in several instances where the pro- 
| iil ducer or director easily could have 


gone overboard. 


PRIDE OF THE WEST 


Caldwell, -.+..Kenneth Harlan | with Guizar, is a happy addition. 
This new Hopalong Cassidy out- 
door melodrama is a fall tonic, even 
for those who have noted continued 
improvement in this series, based on 
Clarence E. Mulford dramas. ‘Pride 
| of the West’ is better written, better 
directed and better acted than a ma- 
| jority of its predecessors. Picture 
| will bolster the duals, and easily 
| rates solo spotting in houses which 
| 
| 


| imbibing father; Carlos Villarias, the 
;obstinate parent of the girl; little 
| Evelyn del Rio, as the dancer’s child, 
| head a capable supporting cast. 
Adequate production is in evidence, 
especially in the cabaret sequence 





Grinde’s direction is topflight. 


lean towards westerns. 

Yarn starts out with the not un- 
|familiar stage coach robbery, and 
| then plunges into a labyrinth of plot- 
iting and counter-plotting. Unlike 
|most such tales, the stolen bank coin 





Dangerous Medicine 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Aug. 5. 


lis discover set “a Warner Bros, production and_ release. 
| is discovered at the outset, but Hopa | Stars Elisabeth Allan, Cyril Ritchard. Die 
long slyly contrives to stamp the | rected by Arthur Woods, Screen play and 
money bags and corral the robber] dialog, Paul Ganzelin, Connery Chappell, 
gang redhanded. Story has one of | frem a story by Edmond Deland; camera, 


Basil Emmott. At the Piccadilly, London, 
Running time, 72 mins, 


those ‘get the higher-up crook’ an- 
gles that is plausibly worked out. 





Victoria AlMSWEH <iccecices Elizabeth Allan 

Bulk of picture was photographed | Noel Penwood ............ Cyril Ritchard 
around Mount Whitney and sur-| Tvtsie Mannoring .......... ee See 
rounding ranges, and is colorful. Film | jr. Macomber 1...... Quinton MePheron 
boasts several terrific fist and roughe | Judge ............0ccc eeu ed Aubrey Mallalieu 
and-tumble battles, the usual gun-| Sir Francis ..eseceseee eee e ees «Basil Gill 
Sgt Gnish and @ climan-so slice | Si. centeni ben ee ee 
seems out of place in a western|” *— lei ia — 





thriller. 

William Boyd, again as Hopalong 
Cassidy, has a meaty role. Gives him 
{plenty to do, yet affords his support 
ia chance to shine. George Hayes, 
' old-timer of westerns, is cast again 
as Windy Halliday, and plenty okay 
for comedy. Russell Hayden and 
Billy King, moppet, also deliver ca- 
| pably. 

Charlotte Field, only principal 
femme, is a looker and at the same 
|time capable. Looks like Par had 
| snagged a real possibility here. Earl | 
| Hodgins, as the sheriff, and Kenneth 
|'Harlan, former silent star, make a 
lslick official and leader of robber 


A highly improbable, but not alto- 
gether impossible plot. Well directed 
and photographed and competently 
acted by tried and true players. Rea- 
sonably definite of successful popu- 
lar booking here, and on a par with 
some of the second-rate American 
features. 

Wealthy elderly gentleman wants 
to marry his young secretary and 
makes a will leaving the bulk of his 
fortune to her. Story opens with 
the girl on trial for his murder. On 
the way from the court the car in 
which she and the police are travel- 
ing has an accjdent, she has concus- 








gang, respectively. | heart. Young doctor makes medical 
| Photography is outstanding, and | history by removing the splinter, but 
‘dialog is crisp and natural. Wear. when the girl recovers she still 





der, and has no recollection oi the 
case having gone against her. 


QUEER CARGO 


Associated British Picture Production and back to life for her to be hanged, the 





the couple get spliced. 











| London. Running time, 61 mins. 
| Captain Harley Cae iahees John ates | There are comedy sequences, but 
PVibart siess seeseeecoeece ..Keneth Kent! little has been sacrificed to the 
— sb oebses seeteere ce one story’s development. Jolo. 
Ann irren ceeceoesesece d e | 
| Henrietta Travers , Bertha B ‘Imore nieipimiatainememinns 
[fey Suihes ‘Bator cc waile watson’ ROLLING CARAVANS 
|} Lieut. StOCKGM «..cceeeveves weottrey oone 
| Slops -..+ Jerry Verno Columbia production and. release Fea- 
| Dan. oo Frank Pett ell tures Jack Luden, Eleanor Stewart, Harry 
| Ho Tang ..... ee Frank Cochrane | ww oas Buzz Barton. Directed by Joseph 
| Levering Screenplay, Nat Gatzert came 
Picture of the shipping industry in | era, James : Br n; editor, D a Cald- 
| China seas is rather well done. Good | **" Ar os 1, dua cunning 
'cast helps make for a smooth per-| >)" _ Site Cinder 
formance. | Alive wieanor | i 
It’s the story of an English cap-} patos Harry Woe 
tain of a Chinese freighter carrying | Rankin.... PES Life Ke 
cargo and a small consignment of} Jim...... eRe iB _ Har 
. a’ Sn ‘ 18 ee ° eseoeeeete SiltT 
priceless pearls, which he’s smug- | Moots. - ++ Avaknies Bud Osbourne 


gling on behalf of the ship’s owner. 
The plot proceeds along to what | 





'looks like surefire situations and Columbia's ae ee 
| progression for a popular film. It amas 4 ee ae a oe 
has practically all the ingredients hasnt been uch ? a ss zs ne 
for general appeal here. It might far, although studio has reach 


deeply into the bag of tricks to catch 


set by i merica on the duals. : 
oe ee 'the kid trade. Turning a cowboy 


} Jolo. 


| Guizar has the looks and surpris- 


Romualdo Tirado, as the medico’s 


| Maynard series. 
and scenes requiring orchestral back- | 
ground, Photography cleancut. Nick | but ‘Sheriff’ is a step back in the 
| right direction. 

Wear. | 


}about 30 pounds more 





sion and a splinter of glass enters her | 


thinks she must be tried for the mur- | 


a Incensed that his brilliant opera- | 
ne ee Ave 6 tion has only brought his patient 


release. Stars John Lodge; features Judy | Surgeon smuggles her out of the hos- | 
Kelly. Directed by Harold Schuster.| pital They go through the usual 
Screen play, Patrick Kirwan an Walter | hide and seek chasing by the police, 
Summers, from play by Noe sangley, - ‘derer is acka anc 

camera, Otto Kanturek, At the Plocadilly, the real murderer unmasked ana 


° 
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they do Luden, may be good 


Luden has been in films since 1925, 


although admittedly not too promi- 
nently. Lines written for him make 
him slightly dopey in the eyes and 
ears of the audience, which will } 
have trouble conceiving ot an open 
space scamperer who has romantic 
dreams and talks aloud in flowing 
language. Incidentally, he’s from the 


family famous for the cough drops. 


This story is about the opening 
of a strip of land for homesteading 
one man referring to his favorite 
location as a treasure spot. whict 
leads outlaws to smell in gold. So 
the rush for location finds outlaw 
vent on looting the so-celled treas- 
ire area Finish finds the outlaws 
tw e crushed—the treasure found to 

‘ rich soil and water in plenty 

| yawning for their previot 
ipade 

Luden is shown as a versatile per- | 

He plays in a rangeland har- 

Up, sings a little, and even 

t a chapped and surre 

mmy and does a routine a la Ed- 
ar Bergen, sans the comedy Be- 

ides, he manipulates the dog in a 

‘ries of tricks. 

Harry Woods, in league with Slim 
Whitaker and Bud Osbourne, run 
races with himself tryin to figure 
up despicable things to do, most of 
them aimed at the lady of the piec« 
Eleanor Stewart, her father Lat 
McKee) and her brot (B B 
ton) 

Fate of tl p +: th the 1 t 
and the kids, the oldsters probably) 
backing awa Barn. 


Six Shootin’ Sheriff 


‘Six Shootin’ Sheriff’ is a long way 
from being an outstanding western, 
but it’s far above the quality in story 
and entertainment of the recent Ken 
His brone escapades 


haven’t been good for many a moon 


MIS DOS AMORES _ . !00%¢ with a dog asa range compan- | Man from Music Mountain 
| on, as 

juve stuff, but it’s a comedy routine | 
{where they know better. 


(Ww 


ITH 
Republic I : 


ture 


SONGS) 


} 


Republic Pict 

most ar IS Gene 
tarrer in ‘Man from 
tain.’ Son and music 
spun variety, so typical of past Autry 
hoss oprys, more ipy a 
prominent spot, but coupled with one 
of Republic’s, better stories, it has a 


ires has turned 
Its VITIOL 


me- 


once occ 


| better chance at the boxoffice. In 
the provinces, it may even go as a 
single 
Autry seems to have acquired a 
greater polish, although, essentially, 
he’s the same simple cowhand that 
he has been playing Coupled with 
the tithetica ‘efferve cent Smiley 
B iette, | e picture par- 
] lv 1 the } i 
(,00d0 r ) Joe Kane inda 
better than average variation of the 
old gold strike story also are among 
| the big factors in the film’s b.o. pos- 
| sibilities. The story concerns the 


| usual unscupulousness of a group of 


|real estate developers, whose land, 
Grand National release of Max and Ar-| helq to be valueless, ultimately 
thur Alexander production Stars Ken May booms vu > discovery he yel- 
nard. Features Mariory Reynolds. Directea | 20Oms with the discovery of the yel 
by Harry Fraser. Screenplay, Weston Ed- | low metal. 
waras camera, William Hyer; editor,| Autry and Burnette get in enough 
Charles He kel. At Kiva, Lincoln, dual. | singing to be entertaining. They 
cya ee a= ee Ken Mavnara | don’t overdo it in this one as in past 
Molly aa ‘""Mariory Reynolds | pictures. And there’s more fisticuffs 
bo eee vececeeeteseees- fe McKee | and generally more action. 
nuce seeseeess Walter Tong | Polly Jenkins and her Plowboys 
Sal seeeseescegs. Dob Terry ‘are among the more entertaining fea- 
Furman. .....Tom London | tures with their instrumental stuff, 
Rig Boy .....Dick Alexander | She plays bells effectively. also a 
Kendall »- Warner Richmond | squeeze box. It’s all obviouslv vaude 
5 ae eee AS a ae eres a ee eee but it breaks up the film well. 
To eee Roger Williams Autry and Burnette sing six songs, 


of which ‘Love. Burning Love.’ by 
Autry, Johnny Marvin and Fred 
Rose, is fairly tuneful. 

Carol Hughes handles a minor 
role. as the romantic interest, ef- 
fectivelv, while others who do well 
are Sally Pavne, Ivan Miller, Lew 
’| Kelly and the youngster, Albert 
| Terry. 





Maynard shows the effect of real | 


life good living, being the lugger of | 
he can | 
Slows him up 
a bit, and may have something to do 
with his horse Tarzan growing thin- 
His adventure 
here concerns being framed into a 
jail term as a bank robber, coming 


than 
comfortably conceal. 


ner from pic to pic. 


Mujeres Que Trabajan 


(‘Working Women’) 
(ARGENTINE MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 9. 


Lumiton production and release. Features 
| Mecha Ortiz, Tito Lusiardo, Nini Marshall, 
| Pepita Serrador, Alicia Barrie. Directed by 

Manuel tomero. Story and screenplay, 





back to find the men who planted | Romers; camera, Alfredo Traverso. At 
him on the rock pile, and settling the | pi", catro Monumental, Buenos Alres, 
differences P on the side of the law Ana Mat la. es i ; z ° se ° : eeeenee Mecha Ortiz 
when the time comes. Lorenzo rey ey ree Tito Lusiardo 
Dolling up the scenery is Marjory ; atita WEULT COTES TTT ee . Nini M irshall 

. rer Pas Eee  Qwerreerrerrreerrry re Pepita Serrador 

Reynolds, with a light job and | 6S nr rrr eres Alicia Barrie 
enough stuff to do it okay. Bad boys | Carlos ........ RN or Fernando Horel 
are led by Walter Long, and include | E!vira vees-Sabina Olmos 

° ° | Sarite / j to ‘ 

Warner Richmond (in for a look and | Willi’ Mubledelettetagde: pn 
a groan), Earl Dwyer (for a couple | pjojores / escecseee Hilda Sour 
of frames), and Roger Williams. Dick Btanley o.....-ceseseescees Enrique Roldan 
Alexander mixes it up with Maynard | Pmilla-.-.. sc sscsceseees ee witeen 
in a fight—more than 400 pounds of | On? Petrona ss.ss....+. Mania Vitaliant 
struggling, wheezing meat. Mother ...... Alicla Aymont 


A better Maynard film, it may have 
trouble showing it because of the past 
Holds average biz possibili- 


record. 


ties in the western houses, Barn. 





LAW COMMANDS 





Before Iowa became the place of 


In 
Dubuque, Crescent pics would have 


the tallest corn and vaude was 


believe 


(In Spanish) 

Argentine film production, in full 
swing at present, has here one of 
the most pretentious b.o. works ever 
done in an Argentine studio. 

Manuel Romero, who directed, as 





usual, also wrote the story and 

Crescent release of E. B. Derr prodjuc- | adapted it. Most of it is suggestive 

tion. Stars Tom Keene. Features Lor- | Of ‘Stage Door’ and the French ‘Club 
raine Hayes, Bud Buster, Mathew Betz. | de Femmes.’ 

Directed, by William Nigh, Story and Story of the girls who live in a 

rye sd Kennett Cohen; cameras, Are boarding house and work together 

1ur Martinelli; editor, Donald Barrett. . 

At Liberty, Lincoln, dual. bunning time, | -2,.% department store gets come- 

158 mins plicated when they meet a rich girl, 

eee re err ee ee Tom Keene | Who, while intoxicated, offers them 

| Mary Lorraine H tyes | money. However, they refuse. The 

Kentuck........--sseeeeeeees Bud Buster} rich girl, confronted with misery by 

eduicescee mathew lez | her father’s suicide, later moves into 

plore a John Merton | cheaper quarters and, as pictures go, 

‘Curl Stockdale | into the same boarding house. Pic- 

Danny. David Sharpe | ture then tells the animosity of the 

Min .Marie Stoddard working women towards the former 


| socialite and, with fun and tears, the 
| love affairs of the girls. 

| Acting is good, aided by Romero's 
directing. Pepita Serrador in a 
lesser role, and Nini Marshall, a lo- 


us there was considerable cal air celebrity, < ‘ s with I 
bother in the form of land grab- | a egal - ote Sleatin oe * “ “= 

| radio characterizatic atita, 
bers. In such a setting is this latest fla cane | the a read - é ” . 
Tom Keene outdoorer, ‘Law Com- | “PI ‘oan gh nee TY Yaertmers Carga 
mands.’ up well. Miss Marshall wrote the 
gain | dialog for her part, as she usually 

Film is a bad one, made for but-! does for the mike. 


tons, and has all the appearances of | 


like it and 
much It’s 


few more 
won't mean 


quickie. A 
Tom Keene 
overloaded with phoney sentiment, 
Uncle Tom dramatics. and a very 
poor collection of incidental perform- 
ers unwisely permitted to speak. 
Keene’s first appearance is 


as 


a 


doctor, but he quickly reverts to type | 








and becomes a stickler for law and 

order, the courts and peace. He's 

got a crush on Lorraine Hayes, 

aughter of the leading settler of 

territory. Robert Fiske, Mathew 
3etz and John Merton, the heavie 

sive the only able performance 

All departments in this pic are sub 
pal Biz will probably reflect it 
Barn 


Particular honors go to Alicia Bar- 
rie and Mecha Ortiz. Tito Lusiardo, 
among others, does okay, too. 

Camera fair. Marey. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hol 16 

‘Sunset Trai test tay f ‘Sil- 
ver Trai! Patrol’ at Paramount 

Republi: Witched from ‘Everye 
th ne Hap; en try ly ’ to Ds | ying 
Fa ly.’ 

RKO chat 1 ‘Ranger Code’ to 
Renegade Rangers.’ 

T é | altered ‘The Comet’ to 
Private Secret ry.’ 

Black Bandit’ new title for Uni- 
versal's ‘Twins of the West.’ 


pation starve 
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c NITERIES SHUT 
IN CLEANUP 
OF PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 8. 

Cleanup of Paris night life haunts | 

by the police has resulted in five 

poites being padlocked and numerous 

arrests, including 10 well-known 
dlers and shakedown artists. 








| 

swin ' . | 

Spots closed worked in cahoots | 

with unregistered guides, who | 

worked the boulevards for pickings | 

among tourists and _ provincial 
Frenchmen. 


Guides got rakeoff when they took 
customers to the spots where ex- 
cessive prices were charged. 

None of them well known and lit- | 
tle frequented by insiders, the spots 
operated in Montmartre and Mont- 
parnasse. They are the La Feria, La 
Maisonnette Russe, Roy Rene, Les 
Caludines and Manhattan. Much of 
trade also brought in by gals, who 
picked up customers while cruising 
in cars. Unknowing foreigners us- 
ually paid. 


U. §, Distribs Told 
N. Z. Will Fight For 
Exhibs’ Protection 


Auckland, N. Z., Aug.1. 
Representatives of several U. S. 
distribution companies paid a visit 
here, purportedly regarding govern- 
ment control, but left without ad- 
mitting any marked success. Under- 
stood here that local exhibitors went 
before the government officials be- 
fore they arrived and told their side 
of the story first. 
At any rate, the visiting U. S. dis- 
tributor reps, including Clay Hake, 
20th-Fox; Bernie Freeman, Metro, 
and Here McIntyre, Universal, were 
told in no uncertain terms that the 
New Zealand government was fully 
prepared to protect home exhibitors 
from any outside opposition or inter- | 
ference, Indicated that co-operation 
was the safest policy to pursue. 
Now, it is impossible in this state 
for a second-release theatre to shift | 
to first-release policy, or vice-versa, | 
without first obtaining permission 
from the government. Move is said 
to be one to protect exhibitors, who | 
may not buy a certain distributor's 
Product, from having the distrib sup- 
Ply pictures to opposition exhibitors. 
Government here will not permit 
outside capital being brought 
into the territory for the develop- 
ment of opposition circuits. Neither | 
will it permit block-booking, and | 
continues to stick to 25% right of | 
rejecting foreign (U. S.) pictures. | 


2 NEW LONDON PLAYS — 
QUIT AFTER SHORT RUNS 


, London, Aug. 16. 
. Last Train South,’ presented by 
yg Dean and J. B. Priestly at the 

Martin’s last Thursday (11), is a 
Pieavage 4 outmoded Bolshevik melo- 
rama. It was badly treated by the 
wo Flora Robson appeared in the 

-C. Hutchinson play. 

Give Me Yesterday,’ old-fashioned | 











Comental hooey, closed at the. 
er Saturday (13) after only | 
io nights. Was regarded as un- | 
ikely from first. | 


Current London Plays 
(With Dates When Opened) 


‘Fren 
8, *35. - 





Without Tears,’ Criterion—Nov 


Robert's Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23. °37. 

16, a7 ind My Girl," Victoria Palace—Dec 
y ; 

Taint seat Little—Jan. 26, °38. 

‘Poienn Dust.’ Apollo—March 22. '38 
Wild pe en,” Playhouse—April 9, ‘3S. 

‘Re Jats,” Princess April 13, °3S 

" * Strand—April 27, ‘38. 

g.’ Duchess—May “2, ‘28 
.” Ambassador—May $1, 
‘Lot's Wife ° 


Comedie iF ldwych—June 10. 


|} months. 


| quota setup. 


|} Green 


| when Green 


| April is 
| Atlantic fleet is expected to be pres- 
;}ent with every gun on fleet fired to 


Cobian’s 20-Fox Release 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Ramos Cobian has signed to make 
four Spanish language pictures year- 
ly for 20th-Fox release, starting 
Oct. 1. 

Titles of first four are ‘Los Hijos 
Mandan,’ ‘Mi Buenos Aires Querido,’ 
‘Simon Bolivar’ and ‘Siboney,’ 


HICKS TO TOUR 
EUROPE FOR PAR 


John W. Hicks, Jr., starts on a tour 
of Europe next month, in keeping 
with the Paramount foreign sales 
chief’s policy of visiting major for- 
eign markets at least every six 
He sails for London Sept. 
15, and will be absent from U. S. 
about two months. Hicks will visit 
nearly every nation in Europe. 

Hicks will confer with David 
Rose, Par’s British production man- 
ager, on England’s quota lineup, 
which has been budgeted at about 
$2,500,000 thus far. Pictures will be 
produced both at Pinewood and 
Denham studios for Paramount’s 
Three features already 
have been ordered while deal for 
Alexande: Korda to produce ‘Law- 
rence of Arabia’ is practically set. 





| Leslie Howard is favored for the 
lead. 
‘This Man Is News,’ one of the 


aforementioned three productions, 
has deen finished for delivery to Par. 
Other two are ‘Stolen Life,’ with 
Elisabeth Bergner, and ‘A Royal 
Divorce,’ with Ruth Chatterton star- 
ring. 


| No Ship Hotels 


(Continued from page 1) 








from Chicago to handle special 
events. Riley was one of the out- 


standing figures at the Great Lakes 


exposition and unofficially credited 


| with doing much to put it over. He’s 


attached to Charles W. Green’s pro- 
motion department. Spotting of 
at the head of this division 
also was rated a smart move. He 
formerly was secretary of the fair 
association and active in lining up 
different states to be represented. 
xecutive Shifts 

Another shift was the transfer of 
general manager W. Earle Andrews 
to the job of consulting engineer. A 


couple of days later the directors 
named Commander Howard A. 
Flanigan as v.p. He has been 


Whalen’s administrative assistant and 
probably will take over many re- 
sponsibilities formerly carried by 
Andrews. Directors also okayed 
Mary L. Jorzick as fair corporation 
secretary, she having moved up 
was made promotion 
director. 


Absolutely no free attractions have | 
This | 


been contracted for thus far, 
does not mean a sparsity of applica- 
tions because, for example, there are 
more than 3,000 applications on file 
from bands from all parts of the 
world. About half are from U. S. 
The fair has found it a cinch to get 


EASIN 


+ 


|N. Y. by various companies. 





in big industrial firms as exhibitors, | 


all now being virtually represented. 
However, it has been considerably 
tougher to get smaller business folks 
to enter as exhibitors. 
approach is expected to speed their 
entrance. 

Throwing open the gates to Flush- 
ing meadows grounds the last day in 
set for midnight. Entire 


| herald opening. A pyramid consist- 
ing of five tons of red fire will be 
lighted as the gates swing open, 


presumably touched off by the Presi- 
dent 


New York Fair will have 1,000 
soldiers and 1,000 sailors housed at 
the exposition grounds at all times. 
The number naturally will be in- 


creased: for special functions. Large 
group will be used in the numerous 


salutes given visiting celebs 


‘Selden Boy * Hiaymarket—June 18. List of foreign chieftains who will 
‘Maritza’ Pal. n oarare June 2. attend fair naturally will be large 
‘She Ae ralace- July 6 ak ‘ af : . : re 
ig °° Was Young,’ Wyndham's—Aug. | because 67 foreign countri ; are 
The Fieq;: signatured to have exhibit halls at 
1 let's Lit Up.’ Hippodrome Sif ; a 
i. t Up,’ Hippodrom \ug ithe New York show. This is even 


New sales | 
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READY ofllPMENT, 
U. 3. GOS. TOLD 


Withdrawal of American 
Money Remains Snarled 
—Exhibitor Demand for 
Yankee Product Held 
Reason for Lift, Though 
It Would Be on a Modi- 
fied Scale 


NOT OFFICIAL 








Although no official 
has been received in N. Y. on any 
change in the coi. and picture situa- 
tion in Japan, inklings that there’s 
some easing on product was received 
by several majors this week. U. S. 
homeoffices were notified to have a 
quantity of feature films ready for 
shipment into Japan shortly, this ad- 
vice being cables from 
Tokyo. 

Whether such indicated lightening 
of the ban on foreign films would 
in turn result in financial ar- 
rangement, whereby American com- 
panies would be able to withdraw 
already collected rentals, could not 
be definitely ascertained. Last plan 
submitted to U. S. distributors called 
for an arrangement which would re- 


confirmation 


received in 


some 


lease the money only after three 
years. 
Back of the possible opening of 


gates to American production on a 





modified scale was the urge for sale- 
able boxoffice pictures in Japan, ac- 
cording to information received in 
Latest 
that if the ban 
modified it 


indications were 
against U. S. films was 
would be because of 
clamor for the product in Japan. 

Japan has reciprocal trade pacts 
with Germany and Italy and pictures 
from these two countries have man- 
aged to into that country, ac- 
cording to advices received in N. Y. 
Predominance of American films in 
Japanese theatres previous to the 
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war- 
fare, indicated that a taste for fin- 
ished Hollywood product had been 
developed that other distributors 
have been unable to overcome. One 
report received in U. S. was that 
German and Italian films continue to 
be rated as weak b.o. draws with the 
Nipponese, 

American distributors ship fea- 
tures to Japan, with virtually all 
product having titles superimposed 
in that country after pictures ar- 
rive there. 


oo + 
get 


NEW MEX HOUSES 
Mexico City, Aug. 16. 


Exhibition is looking up _ here. 
Building starts soon on seven cine- 
mas, three downtowners, the rest 


nabes, with a combined capacity of | 


about 20,000. 
At present, the city has 67 cine- 
mas. 





greater than the state representation, 
only 39 states of the U. S. having 
signed for the exposition. 
A Gambling Gimmick? 
Gambling for stage money, but 
with all the illusion of a fashionable 


| Riviera casino, is the hoped-for legal 


subterfuge that would permit a 
mecoy replica of Monte Carlo at the 


New York World’s Fair next year. 
Attorney Louis Levy of Stanchfield 
& Levy, represent Felix Ferry 
Europern impresa hink they 
have a le ¢al gimmick to N.Y.’s other- 
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For Talks on 
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Buchanan Seeks G-B 
Studio; May Prod. Picts 

London, Aug. 16. 
is dickering 


Jack Buchanan with 


| Gaumont-British for purchase of its 


| Shepherd’s Bush studios. 
| Not definitely known, but regarded 
film 


|as possibility that he'll go into 


| production. 


LONDON CAFES’ 
| ACUTE NAME 
SHORTAGE 


London, Aug. 1. 
Shortage of nitery names in Lon- 


those cafes that rely on single names 
flash 
due to 


instead of 
Ciro’s 


SNOWS. 


club, reopen 


are pending for the 


Cafe de Paris is in 


Negotiations 
Ritz Bros. 


| This would create a precedent, for 
never has a London cafe yet re- 
opened its with a name 
which it finished the season. 
tinus Poulsen is also trying to 
the Yacht Club Boys back again. 

At the Cafe de Paris it was origi- 
nally intended to have Lew Stone 
band. Contract called for the 
son, with optional notice of four 
weeks on both sides. Poulsen then 
found he could get Billy Bissett, and 
he tried to get Stone to cancel his 
contract, which English maestro re- 
fused to do, tesult is Stone steps 
in with a four-week notice ticket, 
with Bissett replacing for the rest of 
the season. 
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Albright’s Java Post 


Sydney Albright was named man- 
ager in Batavia, Java, for United 
Artists last week by Arthur W. Kelly, 
foreign chief. He takes place vacated 
by P. T. Lee, who resigned because 
of ili health. 

Albright had been serving tem- 
porarily in Manila while Charles C. 
Core was on his vacation, 








‘Lone Ranger’ Santa 





(Continued from page 1) 


Pittsburgh are among 28 stores al- | 


ready signed. 


Contracts were also signed last 


| week between Spector and Joe Con- | 


| nolly, Hearst exec, for a Lone Ranger 
}comic strip. Series will start Sept. 
'll via King Features 
| servicing all Hearst papers and other 
indies, all totalling 100. Will be a 
full page in colors for Sunday sheets 


and regular strip for the dailie 
tarting Sept. 12. Ed Kressy is artist 
on strip 
On Sept. 12 ‘Lone Ranger’ pro- 
‘ram will have been peddled to 30 
more indie stations on tr: cription 
basis. Programs aired over WXYZ 
Detroit, to Mutual chain, will be 
peddled by NBC on the platte fo 
il por I 
Addit nal ti ll] brin total 
ng WwW i { up to 109. 
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don is a bugaboo here, especially for | 


next | 
month, may aave to delay premiere | 
due to failure to sign opening star. | 


same | 


difficulty, but may overcome it by | 
bringing back Beatrice Lillie, who 
has just played five weeks there. 


with | 


Conditions Abroad 


| Summary of conditions in Japan 
South America, Central America 
Cuba and Italy is expected by Par- 
office officials in the 
10 days because of the 
arrival of from most of 
| these countries Americo Aboaf, 
Par’s managing director in Italy, al- 
'ready is in N. Y. and has been in 
several huddles. He goes to the 
Coast Saturday (20) before leaving 
| for home late this month. 
| J. W. Piper, chief in 
mn 


+ 


amount home 
next week or 


sales boss *S 


company’s 
| Japan, came to New York this week 
after visiting the C His conver- 
ations with John W. Hicks, Jr., for- 
department head, hold more 


n customary nterest because 


ast. 


6) 


ierican = distributing ( anie 
hope to loosen the p luct 
|}money jam in this usually 
profitable market. 
Slant on .any 
Ameri 


na 
thrid 


highly 


Soutt 
ible in 


changes in 
‘a, especially as to p 


roads made by German, Italian and 
other foreign producers, will be ob- 
| tained from John L. Day, Jr., general 
| manager of Paramount distributing 
} in Continental South America. Day 
|} came in yesterday (Tues.) via Paris 


| visiting Europe instead of coming to 
|N. Y. direct. 

| A. L. Pratchett, manager in charge 
|for Par distribution in Central Amer- 
ica; S. E. Pierpoint, general manager 
in same country, with headquarters 
|} in Panama City, and Jasper D. Rapo- 
|} port, manager in Cuba, are due in 
New York Sunday (21). 


Bette Davis, Winrer Ia 
37, Again to Compete 


la Venice Int'l Exhibish 


| Rome, Aug. 6. 
Hollywood entries at the 
national Film Exhibish in 
thus summer will include 
ing: ‘Jezebel’ (WB), vshose star, Bette 
Davis, won prize as best actress at 
{last year’s Venice show; Par’s full- 
_length color pic, ‘Popeye, the Sailor, 
Alibaba’s 40 Th ‘Pris- 
joner of Zenda’ (UA), ‘Goldwyn 
Follies’ (UA), ‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) 
|and Metro’s “lest Pilot’ and ‘Marie 
| Antoinette.’ 

The British will take part with 
'London Film’s ‘Drums’ directed by 
| Alexander Korda: Gabrill Pascal 
| Film’s ‘Pygmalion,’ starring Leslie 
| Howard, and the Jack Buchanan 
| production, ‘Break the News.’ 
| Italians are entering  Blasetti’s 
‘Fieramosca Ettore,’ based on the life 
|of Verdi, directed by Gallone, and 
the aviation picture, ‘Lucian Serra, 
Pilot,’ directed by Alessandrini. 

While the French and German 
entries to the exhibish have not yet 
been announced here, publicity cam- 
paigns to secure the best possible 
|entries to represent the French and 
| German industries started in 
both countries weeks ago. 

Sweden is” entering 
| Face,’ along with some shorts: Hun- 
| gary, ‘Noszthy Junior,’ based on a 
novel by Kalman, and ‘Rezi Pentek,’ 
based on Reszo Torck’s novel. 


Inter- 
Venice 
the follow- 


Neets 


were 


‘Woman’s 


Syndicate, | 


Rowland’s Spanishers 


Production work starts next week 
n ‘La Fascinadora’ (Glan Girl’), 
first Spanish lanzu » fent » in the 
ere William R nd making 
for RKO release Latin-Aa in 
count Pp ne 
Eastern f 
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stage smash in 235 cities! Prize- 
winning 2-year run on Broadway 


CAGNE} 
~ O'BRIEN 


fug.2)! 


with MARIE WILSON 


RALPH BELLAMY - FRANK McHUGH - DICK FORAN 
Directed by LLOYD BACON 


Screen Play by Bella and Samuel Spewack « A WARNER BROS. Picture 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 
eompanies for the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in VaateTy and the running time of prints are included.) 
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TALENT 


R. Montgomery-V. Bruce 
L. Nolan-M. Carlisle 
Beb Steele-W. Meldon 
W. Baxter-F. Bartholomew 
H. Bogart-Gale Page 


M. Lockwood-J. Lodge-B. Ray 
R. Tayler-Tone-M. Sullavan 
G. Coeper-H. Hayes 
F. March-Colbert-Laughton 
L. Hayward-K, Sutton 
Ameche-B. Lahr 
W. William-G. Patrick 
J. Chapman-J,. Litel 


G. Withers-B. Mehaffey-J. Mulhall 


Jouglas-R. Young 
S. Sidney-G. Raft-H. Carey 
F. Wray-B. Cabot-Cooper 
3 Mesquiteers 

A. Skipworth-P. Moran 
Talbot-S. Toler 
R. Vallee-R. Lane 
Grant 
M. Grahame-P. Cavanaugh 

V. Bruce-H. Marshall 
Nolan-J. C. Naish 
J. Fontaine-D. de Marney 
L. Young-J. McCrea 
H. Fonda-M. Carroll 
Bob Baker-C. Callego 
C. Rains-J. Cooper 


J. Wells-R. Paige 
F. Bartholomew-Sondergaard 

J. Parker-E. Linden 

W. Boyd-G. Hayes 
George O’Brien 

P. Lorre-%. Hudson 

b Kent-R. Wilcox 

. Rains- J.C Jooper 


K. Hepburn-C. 





WHEN 





~ Carrillo-E, Bellows-H. J. Eddy 
J. Matthews-B. Mackay 
G. Rogers-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 
M. Evans-P. Foster 
B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall 
R. Richardson-E, Best 
D. Woods-A. Grey 
D. Darrieux-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 
WwW. Morris-P. Lane 





M. Douglas-F. Rice 
Jack Randall 
A. Lane-F. Mercer 
Hepburn-J. Bennett-F. Dee 
Bob Steele-L. Stanley 
S. Ballew-N. Beery 
K. Francis-J. Litel 
J. Luden-J. Barkley 
M. Sullavan-J. Stewart 
Bill Boyd 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 
P. Moore-S. Erwin 
G. Farrell-B. McLane 
J. Holt-C. Wynters 
M. Roeney-J. Garland 
D. Lamour-Burns-Raye 
C. Tapley-S. Asmara-A, Lane 
R. Dix-C. Morris-J. Fontaine 
W. Baxter-M. Weaver 
C. Boyer-S. Gurie-H. Lamarr 
Dead End Kids 
Mauch Twins 











C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
T. Walls-R. Saint Cyr 
D. O’Keefe-A. Morris-L. Stone 
H. Lloyd-P. Welch 
Three Mesquiteers 
R. Keeler-A. Shirley 
S. Temple-G. Murphy-Durante 
E. G. Robinson-C, Trevor 





























M. Lockwood-P. Lukas 
R. Taylor-M, O'Sullivan 
J. Moran-M. M. Jones-R. Morgan 
J. Howard-H. Angel-H. B. Warner 
R. Cromwell-M. Hunt 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 
3 Mesquiteers 
J. Penner-L. Krueger 
D. Ameche-A. Whelan-Ratoff 
A. Leeds-A. Menjou-Bergen 
Johnnie- Lola_ Lane 


J. _E. Brown-J. Travis 
Young-R. Hussey 
rs Bennett-R. Scott 
G. O’Brien-L. Johnson 
J. Witheis-G. Stuart 
Moore-Lundigan 
H. Bogart-Gloria Dickson 
R. Hayward-C. Quigley 
Laurel and Hardy 
M. Raye-B. Hope-B. Grable 
C. Morris-F. Mercer 
R. Novarro-M. Marsh 
T. Power-A. Aas yg = 
D. Durbin-J. Cooper-I, Rich 


N. Shearer-T. Kower 
A. Nagel-J. LaRue 
Fonda-Lamour 
B. Breen-C. Ruggles 
B. Cabot-B. Roberts 
M. Whalen-L. Bari 
J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr 
Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane 





J. Luden-B. Marion 
Robinson-W. Barrie 
Gable-Loy-Carrillo 
S. Tracy-M. Rooney-Hull 
Tex Ritter-C. LaRoux 
B. Crosby-F, MacMurray 
F. Astaire-G. Rogers 
a Greene-Romero 
. Palmer-T. Walls 
Ly Russell-E. Flynn 


G. Stuart- L. Ross 
W. Beery-M. Rooney 
J. Randall-W. Barry 

W. Boyd-G. Hayes 

J. Oakie-L. Ball 
J. Prouty-S. Byington 


——— — eee ————— nen ——-- 
WEEK 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE 
RELEASE - ” 
5 27 /38 bie dad > Jack Cummings MGM Dr ama 
: sy ye — Harold Hurley Par Meller 
DESERT PATROL A. W. Hac — 
KIDNAPPE ; . Hackel Rep Western 
PED K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Dr 
CRIME SCHOOL, Wieein ‘Wend i 
__& ryan Foy WwB Drama 
0/3 38 THREE ON A WEEKEND GB GB Rom-Dr 
THREE COMRADES H. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr 
A FAREWELL TO ARMS (R) F. Borzage * en alg 
SIGN OF THE CROSS (R) C. B. deMille Par Drama 
ee SOSETIE Wm. Sistrom RKO Melle 
JOSE , Gene Marke 2 Musical S. Si - 
WIVES UNDER SUSPICION Ne Geaaee vu. ae ~ ae Seles 
LITTLE MISS THOROUGHBRED 3ryan Foy WB Com-Dr 
HELD FOR RANSOM GN GN Meller 
6 6/10, 0/38 THE TOY WIFE Merian C. Cooper MGM Drama L. Rain-r-M. 
¥OU AND ML Fritz Lang Par Rom-Dr 
KING KONG (R) M. Cooper RKO Spec 
RIDERS OF BLACK HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western 
LADIES IN DISTRESS Harry Grey Rep Melle: 
ONE WILD NIGHT John Stone 20th Meller J. Lang-L. 
GOLDDIGGERS IN PARIS Sam Bischoff WB Musical 
——— manta Selisncsendoaree, : a 
6/17/38 HOLIDA Everett Riskin Cel Drama 
CRIME OVER LONDON GB GB Mystery 
WOMAN AGAINST WOMAN Edw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Dr 
PRISON FARM Par Par Meller S. Ross-L. 
BLONDE CHEAT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com 
THREE BLIND MICE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr 
BLOCKADE Walter Wanger UA Drama 
OUTLAW EXPRESS Trem Carr U Western 
WHEN ‘WERE YOU BORN 3ryan Foy WB Drama 
6/24/38 HIGHWAY PATROL W. MacDonald Col Meller 
LORD JEFF Frank Davis MGM Rom-Dr 
ROMANCE OF LIMBERLOST Mono Mono Rom-Dr 
BAR 28 JUSTICE Harry Sherman Par Western 
BORDER G-MAN Bert Gilroy RKO Western 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE So’ Wurtzel 20th Mystery 
YOUNG FUGITIVES Barney Sarecky U Meller 
WHITE BANNERS Henry Blanke WB Dr 
7/1/38 CITy STREETS W. MacDonald Col Meller 
aie EVERGREEN (R) V. Saville GB Musical 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy 
ARMY GIRL Sol Siegel Rep Rom-Dr 
ALWAYS GOODBYE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr 
SOUTH RIDING Alex Korda UA Drama 
DANGER ON THE AIR Irving Starr U Mystery 
RAGE OF PARIS B. G. DeSylva U Com-Rom 
MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS David Lewis WB Rom-Com 
7/8/38 FAST COMPANY F. Stephanj MGM Rom-Com. 
E MAN’S COUNTRY Mono Mono Western 
CRIME RING Cliff Reid RKO Mystery 
LITTLE WOMEN (R) K. MacGowan RKO Rom-Dr 
DURANGO VALLEY RAIDERS A. W. Hackel Rep Western 
PANAMINT’S BAD MAN Sol Lesser 2@th Western 
MY BILL Bryan Foy WB Drama 
7/15/38 PIONEER TRAIL Col Col Western 
ta SHOPWORN ANGEL J. L. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr 
PRIDE OF THE WEST Harry Sherman Par Western 
GOLD MINE IN SKY C. E. Ford Rep Western 
PASSPORT HUSBAND Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr 
PRISON BREAK Trem Carr U Meller 
7/22/38 RUFORMATORY Col Col “Drama 
id LOVE FINDS ANDY HARDY Hal Roach MGM Com-Dr 
TROPIC HOLIDAY A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical 
BOO-LOO C. E. Elliott Par Adv-Dr 
SKY GIANT Robert Sisk RKO Meller 
I'LL GIVE A MILLION K. MacGowan 20th Drama 
ALGIERS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Mel 
LITTLE TOUGH GUY Ken Goldsmith U Drama 
PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr 
/29/ SOUTH Ox ARIZUNA Col Col Western 
7/29/38 STRANGE BOARDERS Geo. B. Mason GB Mystery 
THE CHASER Frank David MGM Com-Dr 
PROFESSOR BEWARE Harold Lloyd Par Comedy 
HEROES OF THE HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western 
MOTHER CAREY’S CHICKENS P. S. Berman RKO Drama 
LITTLE MISS BROADWAY D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com 
AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE Anatole Litvak WB Drama 
/§/ THE LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr 
8/5/38 THE CROWD ROARS Sam Zimbalist MGM Rom-Dr 
BAREFOOT BOY E. 3. Derr Mono Drama 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND IN AFRICA Harold Hurley Par Mystery 
COME ON, LEATHERNECKS Herman Schlom Rep Sports 
MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN Chas, E. Ford Rep Outdoor 
PALS OF THE SADDLE Wm. Berke Rep Western 
I'M FROM THE CITY Wm Sistrom RKO Comedy 
GATEWAY Samuel G. Engel 20th Drama 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION John Stahl U Rom-Dr 
MR. CHUMP Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom 
/ HE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comedy 
18/38 RICH MAN, POOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor 
PAINTED DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Rom 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky U Mystery P. Kelly-C. 
7 RACKET BUSTERS Sam Tischoff WB Meller 
/ ONVICTED Col Col Meller 
s 19/38 ot ace RAR Hal Roach MGM Comedy 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical 
— THAT CERTAIN AGE J. Pasternak U_ Musical 
8/26/ ARIE ANTOINETTE ~H. Stromberg — Drama 
. ” cmtus COMES TO TOWN Wm. T. Lackey Mono Rom-Dr 
SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Rafi-If. 
BREAKING THE ICE Sol Lesser RKO Musical 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Melle: 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports 
THE YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dtr 
WOMEN COURAGEOUS Ben Glazer WB Com-Dr 
a BOY MEETS GIRL Sam Bischoff __—s_s—s WB Comeds j 
2 PHANTOM GOLD eS ae Col Western 
shag TAM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr 
BOY'S TOWN John Considine MGM Drama 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Mono Western 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par C om-Rom 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom 
MAN WITH 100 FACES * mr pr we Pty 
ae FOUR’S A CROWD Avia Lews eet 
9/9 3 a HE LAD > a - Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom 
” we pee soeec™ ee aa 
MEXICALI KID Robt. Tamsey Mono Wes ern 
IN OLD MEXICO Harry Sherman Par Western 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy 
SAFETY IN NUMBERS John Stone 20th Comedy 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS David Lewis WB Rom-Dr 


K. Francis-G. Brent 


Cc Jagney-O’Brien-M. Wilson a 


Edw.D.Ven 











DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
MINS. BY VARIETY 
Geo. Seitz 83 5 25 
Louis King 65 5/18 
Sam Newfield 
Al Werker 93 § /25 
Lew Seiler 90 5/4 
Carol Reed 76 § 15 
Frank Borzage 100 5/25 
F. Borzage 90 12/3/1932 
C. B. deMille 124 12/6/1932 
Ben Ho In 71 /2 
Allan Dw in 70 §/] 
J i Wh i! e 68 6/8 
John Farrow 65 6/15 
‘larence Bricker 59 7/20 
Richard Thorpe 93 6/8 
Fritz Lang 90 6/8 
Schoedsack 96 3/7/1933 
yeorge Sherman 55 6/22 
Gus Meins 66 6/15 
Eugene Forde 63 9/11 
Ray Enright 100 5/25 
George Cukor 93 5/18 
Alf. Zeisler 84 11/11/36 
R. Sinclair 60 6/22 
Louis King 69 7/20 
Jo Santley 
Wm. Seite: 72 6/8 
Wm. Dieterle 85 6/8 
Geo. Waggner 56 7/20 
Wm. McGann 65 6/15 
=.C. Coleman, Jr. 56 8/10 
Sam Wood 718 6/22 
Wm. Nigh 80 7/20 
Les Selander 70 
David Howard 61 7/20 
Norman Foster 57 6/15 
John Rollins 67 7/20 
Ed. Goulding 90 §/25 
Al Rogel 68 7/27 
Victor Saville 82 1/15/35 
Al Santell 70 6/15 
Arn.i’d Schaefer 90 7/20 
Sid Lanfield 15 6/29 
Vic Saville 84 7/27 
Otis Garrett 65 7/20 
Henry Koster 80 6/15 
Busby Berkeley 69 6/22 
Eddie Buzzel 15 6/29 
Robert Hill 53 8/3 
Les Goodwins 70 7/27 
Geo. Cukor 117 11/21/33 
Sam Newfield 
Ray Taylor 60 8/10 
John Farrow 60 6/15 
Jos. Levering 
H. C. Potter 85 7/13 
Les Selander 55 8/17 
Joe Kane 60 7/6 
Jas. Tinling 74 7/27 
Arthur Lubin 72 7/20 
Lew D. Collins 61 6/29 
Geo. Seitz 90 q/i%3 
Theodore Reed 77 7/6 
C. E. Elliott 60 8/3 
Lew Landers 80 7/20 
Walter Lang 70 7/13 
John Cromwell 95 6/2S 
Herold Young 85 
Lew Seiler 65 7/27 
Sam Nelson 
George Mason 
E. L. Marin 15 8/10 
Elliott Nugent 90 7/13 
Geo. Sherman 55 8/3 
Rowland V. Lee 82 7/27 
Irving Cummings 70 7/6 
Anatole Litvak 87 6 (22, 
A. Hitchcock 
R. Thorpe 87 8/3 
Karl Brown 
Louis King 60 
Jas. Cruze 
Joe Kane 54 8/17 
Geo. Sherman 
Ben Holmes V1 8/10 
Al Werker 13 8/10 
John Stahl 100 8/3 
Wm. Clemens 60 8/10 pe 
Ed “Sedgwick 70 
R. Schunzel 70 8/17 
Jas. Hogan 90 8/3 
David Howard 59 
Herbert I. Leeds 65 8/17 


John Rollins 

Lloyd Bacon 65 8 = 
Leon Barsha 
John Blystone 





Elliott Nugent 80 7/27 
Lew Landers 68 8/10 
John H. Auer 

Henry King 105 6/1 
Edw. Ludwig 
W. S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 


Karl Brown 
Henry Hathaway 
Edward Cline 
B’nard Vorhaus 
Otto Brower 


Richard Wallace 


Michae] Curtiz 
: Lloyd Bacon ; 


Joe Levering 





Al Hall 99 
Jack Conway 
N. Taurog 
Al Herman 
Wesley Ruggles 88 817 


Mark Sandrich 
Roy Del Ruth 
A. Hitchcock 
Michael Curtiz 95 8/17 


Erle C. Kenton 
Sam Wood 
Wallace Fox 


wan 
VI we NO 


Ben Stoloff _ 
Mal St. Clair 
Wm. Keighley 


8/10 
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“ There’ sa fort 
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mitt, Mr. M: 





—while “The Crowd Roars. 
and “Love Finds Andy 
Hardy continue to blast the 
heat with happy hold-overs, 
look what's coming! 
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Resor Booms Commercial Films As DOWNT 
Bio Adv. Trend; Exhibs Won Over? 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


Boom days are ahead for com- 
mercial film production in Holly- 
wood, last week forecast Stanley 
Resor, president of J. Walter 


Thompson agency, one of the more 
important trail blazers in the new- 
est advertising trend, on his arrival 
here to draw contracts with Studios 
and producers on industrial fiick- 
ers. Accompanying Resor was Fred 
Fidler, recently installed as JWT’s 
headman on commercial films. 
Fidler backed up Resor’s en- 
thusiasm over the rosy outlook for 
sponsored celluloid with figures 
sketching its program. Of the 14,- 





000 theatres in this country wired 
for sound more than half are 
throwing commercials on their 


screens, Fidler said, adding that the | 
exhibitor antipathy toward  this| 
streamlined throwback to merchan-| 
dising slides is fast being dissipated. | 
Fidler approximated that $15,000,- | 
000 was spent for the sales ribbon | 
last year and the next compilation | 
will show a healthy spurt. When} 
Resor was asked the newest trend | 
in advertising, he said, ‘That’s it—| 
commercial films.’ 


Resor had a good word to say 
about radio, too. Of the firm’s biz} 
volume, he said, radio’s share has | 


increased up to 15% in the past five | 
years. The Coast will progressively 
enhance its importance as a radio 
production center, he believes, and 
the outlook is for more JWT shows 
originating here come fall. | 

After resting up on his ranch in| 
Wyoming, Resor returns to New | 
York. 








PRODUCT DEALS 


Republic, Gaumont Columbia’s New 
Selling 








Deals for Republic product for 
1938-39 have been closed with both | 
Great States and the Essaness cir- 
cuits in the Chicago area. J. R. 
Grainger went out personally to ne- 
gotiate the contracts. Great States 
takes the product for 72 theatres in 
Illinois and Indiana, while  Es- 
saness, operating only in Chicago, 
will play the pictures in 30 houses. 
Jules Rubens represented Great 
States, while Edward Silverman and 
Fmil Stern signed for Essaness. 

Republic has closed several im- 
portant foreign distributing deals, in- 
cluding with Capt. Harold Auten for 
handling of the Rep product by Brit- 
ish Empire Films, Ltd., the next 
three years in Australia and New 
Zealand, this deal assuring outlet for 
the film in 60 theatres of the Greater 
Union circuit in Australia and 160 
houses in New Zealand. 

Another deal of major import is 
with Minerva Films for exclusive 
distribution of Rep product in Bel- 
sium and colonies for this season and 
next (1939-40), while a third is with 
Monopol Films, A. G. for Switzer- 
land for two seasons, both deals cov- 
ering features, westerns and serials. 

Closing a domestic deal, setting 
the Rep pictures with the Affiliated 
circuit in Pennsylvania and Atlantic 


— James R. Grainger, sales head, 
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Northwest Exhibitors Proph- 
| esy Shift to the Neigh- 
borhood Theatres, in View 
of Parking Headaches— 
Only De Luxers with Own 


il 

















Own Foursome 


Holiywood, Aug. 16. 
Lionel Atwill, in show busi- 
ness 34 years, signed an ambi- 
tious contract with 20th-Fox 
It calls for we k as an actor, 
writer, director -nd producer. | 








Parking Lots Can Offset 





;to carry the proposition through to 


| set educational 
|/rooms for producers) and the Pro- 
| gressive Education Association con- 


| stitute three units now pushing pictures or big name stage attrac- 
visual education in the U. S. tess eens Geaaiaeen simnvetl 
Film Center’s chief spokesman, » & : Bg y 


” | Donald Slessinger, a member of the 
| association’s board, presently is di- 
| rector of education at New York 





Public Antipath 
Rockefellers Finance ublic Antipathy 


Stil Another Group 
In Visual Education 


| 
SEE SCALE CHANGES | 





Visual 
ditional 


education received an ad- 
boost this week when a 
non-profit educational organization, 
known as the American Film Cen- 
ter was formed with Rockefeller 
Foundation supplying original grant 


here are anticipating that it will 
be only a matter of time be- 
fore the big and small downtown 
houses, affiliated and otherwise, 
abandon first-runs and go to a dime, 
15 or 20c. top, with neighborhood 
situations taking the first-runs. 
This new angle may sound far- 
fetched, but unless present theatre 
business trends change soon there is 
sure to be a shakeup of the entire 
setup, independent circles believe. 
Except in the case of outstanding 


late next winter. This corporation 
or society, the recently formed 
School Film Libraries (designed to 
subjects in class- 


are below par, it’s pointed out. The 
opposition from the lower-scaled 
neighborhood and suburban houses 
is proving increasingly hurtful. These 
uptown situations are not suffering 
so severely from the present depres- 
sion as the loop houses, according to 
the trade. 

One big factor is the parking ad- 
vantages of the neighborhood houses. 


World’s Fair. He is a former Yale 
law professor and dean in Social 
Science at Chicago U. 

The Center is to promote use of, 
motion pictures as a medium of 
education, serving as connecting 
link between scientific, educational, 
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Oh, Mr. Townsend 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Extras over 35 are not wanted 

the studios. Check-up for 
past 90 days shows that prac- 
tically every call received by 
Central Casting specified that 
players must be under that age. 

Thousands of extras, includ- 
ing former name players, are 
middle-aged. 








Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
Some of the leading independents | 





Downtown the parking problem is 


documentary, industrial and other| ~~: ie saeol i al 
cgpeietiosn wh tn tm be ee ee 


most as much as the theatre ticket. | 
On the other hand, most of the de} 
luxe neighborhood houses have large 
parking lots adjacent where they | 


this capacity it will help frame pro- 
ductions, contact suitable producing 
and distributing units and offer its 
research facilities to producers of 





° . ° | 
film for entertainment. One of its | provide free parking SCE VICE. 
acknowledged purposes will be| Under a revised setup, de luxe loop | 
bridging of the gap between edu-| houses could play stage shows plus | 
cators and producers. second-run pictures, it’s pointed out. | 

Members of the American Film 
| Center board, with present head- 


quarters in Time building, Radio 
City, include Dr. Alice V. Keliher, 
chairman of human relations com- 
mission, Progressive Education As- 
sociation; Fanning Hearon, director 
of the Association of School Film 
Libraries, Inc.; Mr. Slesinger; Ken- 
neth D. Widdemar, N. Y. City health 
department's committee on neigh- 
borhood health development; Dr. 
Luther Gulick, director of Regents 


Inquiry into character and cost of| gistrict demanded and received an 
public education, New York state,| exnlanation from Fred Wehrenberg, 
and professor of municipal science! 5\ ner of a chain of nabes and presi- 
at Columbia U. | dent of the MPTOA of Eastern Mis- | 
: |souri and Southern Illinois, between | 


CUT-RATING IN 
ST. L. EXPLAINED 


—————« 


St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
Indie operators in the metropolitan 








JOSEPH FAST FOR U 'a letter sent them on June 30 urging 
|a discontinuance of price-cutting and 


lity director for 


eft Monday night (15) for Glovers- | 


Ville, N. Y., to complete details on a | 


Contract with the Schine circuit, one 
+ ge largest indie chains in the 
Pe Nat Lefton, Cleveland fran- 
‘se holder, and Jack Berkowitz, 
Buffalo franchise head, are with 
Grainger in Gloversville on this deal. 
Circuit deal having been signi- 
tured with Warner Bros. theatre 
Cnain, Gaumont-British presently is 
lining up individual setups in vari- 
po territories, Those for Cleveland 
: Cincinnati territories have been 
set by Arthur Greenblatt, Gaumont 


— manager, who also nego- 
ig the master deal. He left the 
st of the week for Albany and 


— swing through his district to fix 
€ other spots on the Warner Bros. 


'heup. 
Columbia has closed with the 
and Nery, chain in Pennsylvania 
V York state, setting 1938-39 
— into 78 houses of this chain 
headed 07;, Circuit sales executive. 
tiati, | the Col. battery in the nego- 

ions, 


R while John Noian and guiwi 
‘Oberts r r + } 
represented Comerford 


the recent action of the Savoy, a 
| Ferguson, Mo., house in’ which 
Wehrenberg is interested, which has 
one in for the same thing. 


H. 0. BIZ 3-4 WEEK 


John Joseph, advertising-publie- | © In his letter Wehrenberg pointed 
_ Universal, came’ out that during the summer biz | 
into New York first of this weeK| jump it was unwise for exhibitors 
for conferences with his staff in the |to cut prices as this procedure would | 
east and for meetings with home of- | benefit no one as competitors would | 
fice officials. He probably will r€-' follow suit and all would lose. The | 
main three or four weeks and si | letter also urged exhibitors to make 
in while Lou Pollock, eastern pub-| their houses more attractive to cus- 
licity head, takes his vacation. : {tomers instead of engaging in cut- 

Joseph said that he will continue | throat tactics. Some indie operators 


his office on the Coast with bulk of followed Wehrenberg’s suggestions. 
ad-publicity staff located there. | Bit when others kicked over the 
Davil Lipton continues as his right) traces the Savoy, in adjacent St. 
hand man in charge of publicity) 7 oi; County, began the distribution, 
generally through merchants, of coupons that 


are good for a 10c. reduction in the 
purchase price of an adult ducat to 
ithe house. The 


| with purchases in the various stores 


Going with the Wind 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
24 as the 


coupon are given 


Warners named Aug. in the county and even hamburget 
starting date for ‘Women in the joints are well stocked with them. 
Wind,’ final picture for Kay Francis Sustifvins the act ok Mieke 
under her seven-year contract. Wehrenberg id he otifl } i tow 

Miss Francis’ fiance, Erick Barne- pinion that price-slashit ae” 
kow. will be her technical advisor in oie thet blows nO #06 ue 
the een Sere his Ldvice ha peen r inde 

he has iust adopted ii-prese 
GOING LIKE SIXTY tion method He pointed out 
Hollywood. Aug. 16 the Normandy and University | 

Sixtv workmen are building sets theat! » St. Lou Co y a 
for ‘Made for Each Other,’ co-star- Dakota and Yale, South St L 
ring Carole Lombard and James  nabes. ive put into effect a 15c. top 
Stewart at Selznieneaaternational oa Shursd and Fri lays and 

John Cromwell will direct Fergu where the Savo: 





Par’s Big ‘Location’ 
Calls Around N. Y. C.; 
Almost a Shortage 


Paramount may do virtually all its 
New York film scenes on location in 
future, instead of doing them in- 
doors in the Coast studios as for- 
merly. Matter is undecided at the 
moment, but depends on the results 
of the recent filming of ‘Say It in 
French’ scenes in New York, as well 
as how the budgeting compares 





To make the background shots of | 


several New York hotels, street 
scenes and bits in Central Park, the 
new Henry Hudson Parkway and 
the Lincoln Tunnel, the company 
brought director Andrew L. Stone, 
assistant Arthur Jacobson and cam- 
era and technical crews from the 
Coast. About 500 extras, technical 
employees and grips were hired in 
New York. That took the place of 
building replicas of the buildings 
and locations in the studios. It was 


the largest scale feature filming job | 


Par has ever done in the east. 
Shooting took several weeks and 
Stone has returned to the Coast. 
Jacobson remained in New York to 
work on a similar location job with 
director Wesley Ruggles. An angle 
of the job was the fact that the com- 
pany had some difficulty finding 
enough of the types sought among 


the extra ranks in New York. Es- | 


timated more than 100 actors em- 
ployed were not Screen Actors 
Guild members and had to join that 
organization. Figured 


other studios do regular location 


work at this end the Guild member- | 
ship in the east will be greatly ex- | 


panded. 


U. S.-MADE PIX SET ON 





TRANSATLANTIC SHIP 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

Passengers on Atlantic luxury 
liners, unless they duck it, will be 
subjected to Federal pix propaganda, 
Federal Housing Administration an- 
nouncement indicated. New 
film, ‘Today We Build,’ to be shown 
on several ships (first is Normandie) 
under deal arranged by Modern 
Film Corp. of New York. 

Flick is first Government-produced 
celluloid dealing with large 
rental housing projects. 


FIFTH FOR KEIGHLEY 
Hollywood, Aug. 16 
With the completion of ‘Brother 
Rut,’ William Keighley turned in hi 


fourth directorial job for Warne 
this year 
Director studying three script 


and will decide on his fifth produ " 
tion this week. 





located, the town is placarded with 
posters telling of the reduced admis- 


sion prices at the Normandy 


Explaining the ituation at the 
Savoy. Wehrenberg said the price is 
till 25¢ for adults but that mer- 

are permitted to buv trade 
coupor by giving a $l merchandise 
for eve 20 coupon In th 
theatre gets 5c. from the 
and 15c. from custon 
coupon W ehre 
1id the coupons are good only 
when the I 

1 | I andy ( t 

on price 


T Using Newsreels as Trailers For 
f Film Stars, Etc., Dubiously Regarded 


Growing tendency of newsreels to 
ballyhoo their distributing company 
stars, executives and feature prod- 
uct is developing several of the reels 
into virtual house organs for the 
major companies. So certain news- 
reel editors aver, on the q.t., and 
blame home office domination for 


Such so-called dom- 
ination did not exist in past years 
when newsreels had more or less 
separate setups and were allowed to 
carry on operations without so 
much h.o. interference 


the condition. 





if Par and} 


FHA | 


scale | 


tecent check over a period of 
than a month revealed 
five newsreels went out of 
plug stars, either be- 
top executives indicated they 
wanted it or because home office or 
| newsreel officials felt highup execs 
could be salved by inserting clips 
in the reels boosting satellites or 
forthcoming releases. 


little more 
that the 
their way to 
cause 


Big catch in the present tendency 
is that the publicity blurbs are not 


clicking with exhibitors but are 
actually harming the prestige of 
newsreels. Some newsreels claim 


they are forced into the practice be- 
cause several other strong opposi- 
tion reels do it. Simply explain 
away the obvious plugs by saying 
others are doing the same thing. 

Entire thing reverts back to 
whether newsreels are to be re- 
served for news or for variegated 
publicity gags concocted by the 
Coast or home office (or by editors 
themselves) Veteran reel editors 
in some respects compare the policy 
to that practiced some years ago by 
a few chain newspapers who always 
glorified what the editor had to say 
or was doing in a prominent manner. 

To some in the trade, the presence 
|of publicity in newsreels about 
stars, officers and product indicates 
|a rather decided swing towards 
making newsreels subsidiary to the 
feature picture setup. They cite in- 
stances where commentators, and 
| even one newsreel cameraman, have 
| employed the reels as a stepping 
| stone to fame in shorts, features or 
| in the radio field. 








| 
} . 
| LORENTZ’S NEXT 
S. Film To Treat 
With Humans 
| Metean 

Next Pare Lorentz pic will deal 
with human beings, rather than with 
such intimate objects as “The Plough’ 
and ‘The River.’ Piece will not be a 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ type of thing, how- 


| Forthcoming U. 


| ever, but will be another docu- 
mentary. 
That’s as much as the producer 


knows about his next film. What its 
theme and subject matter will be 
depends on which Government 
agency next requires him to produce 
a picture. That, in turn, depends on 
which one receives the money for 
such an undertaking. 

Matter of the coordinating bureau 
for Government films, already pro- 
posed to be set up under Lorentz, 
awaits Congressional action, which 
| cannot come before the next session. 
| Meantime, Lorentz is shuttling back 

and forth between New York and 

Washington and keeping an eye on 


the distribution of ‘Plough’ and 
‘Rive! ‘ 
. 

Congo Pic Ready 
Armand Denis-Leila Roosevelt's 
selgian Congo feature, ‘Dark Rap- 
ture,’ was finished by Deni last 

week, 

Film record of  highlgiht yn 
42,000-mile trek through the Co ) 
is being sct for release by Universal 
in two 

LADY IN DEMAND 
Holl d. Aug. 1f 
the femme 
F B ( ) 


bs now await Miss Bradrs 
Other two are in 


French’ and ‘Air Raid,’ 
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306in Fresh Move to Oust Empire = ™. Rech Seales Analysis of Oklahoma's 400 Houses 
Shows Them to Be Virtually Indie 


Boothmen from N.Y.; Picket 8 in Beklyn »%"..°s. Ses st 


| Troy Operators’ Union for the past | 














‘ |21 years, and the present secretary- | 
| feasurer of State Association was —_* acai eae 
ong stymied in trying to oust Th ° |nominated American Labor candi- : . ; ae) eee 
cae operators from the few ° Climax |date for Congressman from the 29th The Millennium a Csieome yaind Aug - 
pooths they still control, Local 306, poe | district. ps | ee ee rik Rose 
: i r i re Philade i | He was a Third District Republi- ee Oe Peavaween aircon ‘e = 
Moving Picture Machine Operators iladelphia, Aug. 16, . ict Rey | Seattle, Aug. 16. Government's divorcement bill if 


Life of a busy man: 

Lewen Pizor, prez of United || 
Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers, next Friday night will open 
the Ace theatre, which he re- 
cently acquired and rebuilt. 

The following Friday night 
he’ll open the Tioga, also re- 
cently acquired and rebuilt. 

The third Friday night he’ll 
open his new Chelten theatre. 

And the following Friday 
night he’ll get married. 


of New York, enlisted the aid of 
musicians and stagehands in a fresh 
drive which started with intensive 
picketing Monday (15) against eight 
A. H. Schwartz (Century circuit) 
houses in Brooklyn. The goal of 
306 is 100% unionization of Greater 
New York to the total exclusion of 
Empire with which numerous efforts 
for a merger proved to no avail. 
Schwartz’s eight houses pounced 
on Monday (15) by the triple- 
barreled union offensive are the 
Oceania, Avalon, Kingsway, Mayfair, 
Midwood, Vogue, Bliss and Merrick, | | 
all in Brooklyn. They have for + 9 
years employed Empire operators at Dave Milgram S | 
allegedly lower scales than would 
be necessary if 306 were installed. | 


There are additional theatres, though e 
not many now, which still use the alll 0 lb In 
Emp boothmen. W 


Among these are nine more 
Schwartz theatres which are to be 


added to the picketing list this weet | Les Th n Yy ar 
in what is characterized as 306’s last | S a a é 
stand against the opposition Empire | 
union. Emp has confined itself most- | 
ly to Brooklyn in late years, with an 
understanding at one time resulting 7 Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
in 306 and Emp continuing their| Affiliated Theatre Circuit, Inc., 
operations without trouble. How-| headed by Dave Milgram, jumped ve 
ever, after Allied, a much stronger 16 houses last week with acquisition | 
ops union, was taken in by 306, the |°f the Frolic. Organized less then | 
latter went to work on Empire and|@ year ago, Affiliated is now the 
sought an absorption but without largest indie chain in the territory. 
success. Circuit will take over operation of 
In the latest attack, 306 has ob- the Frolic Sept. 1. It will reopen the 
tained the cooperation of Local 802} Walton, Germantown, Aug. 24, and 
(musicians) and Local No. 4, Brook- | ight up its new Adelphi on Sept. 16. 
lyn stagehands. Adelphi is being erected at a cost of 


EXHIBS QUIZ COPS ON Us'siaieton Petre thatte Own 
WHY PINBALLS ARE OK 


United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 


ers, who is putting up a house near 
Milgram’s Walton. 
Affiliated opened its Rialto last 
week after it was closed for exten- 
sive alterations. 
Exhibs, whose bingo and banko 
games have been nixed by the law 
as games of chance, are questioning 
city officials on their apparent ap- 
proval of pinball, slot-machine and 
other catch-penny games in drug 


























Joy, Houston, in Second 
Barrage; Dynamite Now 








stores, tap rooms and amusement 
parks throughout the city. Houston, Aug. 16. | 

Film men claim their games were Four sticks of dynamite with a| 
no more games of chance than these | partially burned fuse attached 
and that the ban is discriminatory. were found by firemen Thursday 





|night (11) on the roof of the Joy, 
small downtown picture house, sec- 
ond run. It was in the same theatre 
that a stench bomb was thrown, 


Safecrackers’ Missout 





burning several patrons, about six 
Mechanieville, N. Y., Aug. 16. | Weeks ago. 
Burglars visited the State, North | Percy Wade, manager, said he 


Main street house, Friday night (12) knew of no reason why the dynamite 
but departed empty handed because | “45 placed on the roof or why any- 
they were unable to crack the office |ON€ would wish to damage the thea- 
safe. There was only a small amount | tre. ke a 
of money in it. | Investigating police said it was im- 

Police stated that they believed | possible to take fingerprints from the 
the burglars to be beginners: they |@Ynamite or the tape which bound 
succeeded only in knocking off the |the sticks together. Police blame 
Safe’s combination \labor trouble. The theatre employs 
ee {CIO men while the other theatres 
Atlanta, Aug. 16. | deal with AFL union men. 











Cascade (nabe) theatre’s office | a ila eaters = 
safe is made of stern stuff. Strong- | . 
box last week resisted efforts of U Reshuffles Trio 
cracksmen for third time, when | Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
yeggs were balked after jamming} Another shuffle at Universal puts 
combination. Joy Hedges back in ‘Service De} 


First attempt to loot safe took} Luxe’; Dorothea Kent in ‘Adam’s 
Place in December, second three! Evening,’ and Nan Grey back in| 
months ago. There was about $150| “The Storm.’ | 
In box, C. H. Stokes, assistant man-| Reason for triple re-shift is that 


ager, stated. He said he believed| Miss Kent, who was to have gone) 
yeggmen hid in house after closing | into ‘Storm,’ will not be able to) 
hour, ~ | finish ‘Youth Takes a Fling’ in time. 


Miss Grey was to have replaced) 
Miss Hodges in ‘De Luxe.’ 


. 
Tricky ‘Topper’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Complicated trick shots for ‘Top-| 
per Takes a Trip,’ starting (24) at. Hollywood, Aug. 16 
te Hal Roach studio, will require Opening gun on Metro’s Ciark 
a separate eight-man crew of spe-|Gable-Norma Sheare: starrer, ‘Idiot's 
Cial technicians in addition to the) 
regular camera outfit. 

Sequel to the original ‘Topper’ 
will have twice as many ma- 
terializations. 


‘Idiot’ Still Off 


Delight,’ has been postponed anothe1 
month, making it 60 days late 

Gable is still working in ‘Too Hot 
to Handle,’ after which he wil 
two-week vacation provided in 
contract. 


‘PASSAGE’ WAITS = 


+ 


l take a 
| 
} 


ll 


Se 


’ Hollywood, Aug. 16. ; 
Date for the start of shooting on Leonard’s Starter 
letro’s ‘Northwest Passage’ was | Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


First chore by Robert Z. Leonard 

under his new producer-director pact 
with Metro is an untitled yarn of 

a busy with pickup shots for | stage folks, starting Saturday (20). 
weethearts.’ | Jeannette MacDonald is in the top 
Tinter will have Robert Taylor, | role. 

.._ Tracy and Wallace Beery in| Story is by 

OP roles, | Lederer. 


s poned to Aug. 23. Troupe was | 
. have left for Idaho locations last 
eek but director W. S. Van Dyke 


Leonard and Charles 


| capacity 


| year 


}colm 


can Assemblyman in 1926. 


Woods, Chi, Again 
First Run When It 
Becomes S&S Flagship 


Chicago, Aug. 16 
the takeover of the Woods, 
which has been a subsequent run 
spot under the Jones, Linick & 
Schaefer banner, Essaness is consid- 
ering returning the house to a first- 
run theatre as it was when operated 
by RKO. 

Essaness threesome, 
man 
have had their eye out for a loop 
flagship for some time. Their cir- 
cuit numbers 30 theatres. 

Only the relatively small seating 
(1,200 seats) militates 
against the Woods as an initial spot 
fer flickers, but Essaness believes 
that this deficiency can be made up 


With 


Eddie Silver- 


|in the prestige which would accrue 


to the circuit, and result in increased 
trade for all the theatres in the 
string. 


MONO SALES CLIMB: 


TO PRODUCE ABROAD 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Monogram’s sa’es thus far this 
are up 38% over the corre- 
sponding figures for 1937, in spite of 
a b.o. decline throughout the country, 
according to president W. Ray John- 
stone. 

With over 6,000 outlets in U. S. 


Monogram plans to enter the produc- | 


tion field in England. Cost of four 
productions in London will be shared 
by Pathe, the company’s British re- 
leasing outfit. Details will be an- 
nounced at the next board meeting, 
Sept. 29. 


Mooney’s Film Buying 


Emil Stern and Sidney Spiegel, | 


Owner of local sign shop, 
specializing in theatre lobbies, 





believes he’s witnessed the ap- 

proach of the millennium. 
Indie operator advised him 

that his program was changing 


the following day. Sign man 
stated that the shop was too 
busy to turn out a lobby, so 


theatre man postponed opening 
for a coupla days until signs 
could be remedied 











Skourases Gather 
Coast Chiefs For 


Operations Parley 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 

Second regional convention of cp- 
erating chiefs of far western sub- 
| Sidiaries of National Theatres, Inc., 
|}comprising the Fox West Coast, 
| Evergreen and Principal Theatres 
operations along the Pacific Coast, 
got under way here yesterday (15) 
to continue for three days. Spyros 
| Skouras, head of National Theatres, 
per Charles P. Skouras,’ prexy of 
' Fox West Coast Theatres, are presid- 
ing, with around 75 field and home 
office execs participating. 

Regional follows a similar confab 
held last week in Kansas City for 
the midwestern and Rocky Mountain 
operations of Skouras Bros., and 
takes the place of a proposed na- 
tional convention previously sched- 
uled for Del Monte. Meeting is to 
discuss film product bought for the 
| 1938-39 season and general theatre 
/operating problems. Circuits’ par- 
ticipation in the ‘Motion Pictures 


Are Your Best Entertainment’ cam- | 
paign will also be mapped out dur- 


| ing the three-day parley. 


Combine for Cleve. Indies | Here from New York with Spy- 
Ras . |ros Skouras are Harry Cox, treas- 

Cleveland, Aug. 16. a at Mndional Meuattes: atheros 

Milt A. Mooney, former branch | UTE? OF Nationa ee eee 


manager of Paramount has organized 
Co-operative Theatres of Ohio, with 
idea of getting small indies better 
terms on film product and other ac- 
cessories. 

Combine so far includes 13 
Cleveland houses, while 20 down- 
state theatres also have signed con- 
tracts permitting him to do their ’38- 
39 buying. Local nabes in new 
chain include the Avalon, Beach 
Cliff, Corlett, Ezella, Garfield, Jen- 
nings, LaSalle, Lorain-Fulton, Ly- 
ceum, Madison, New Victory, Parma 
and Regent. 


Song of the Sagebrush | 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
recently with Mal- 
Browne Productions, joined 
George H. Callaghan of Sovereign 
Pictures to produce six westerns, 
Series is called ‘The Singing 


Vance, 


Jack 


Buckaroos,’ featuring Ralph Wil- 
liams, Ray Thompson and Zeke 
Clements. 


WB Encoring Trio 

Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Combination of Jimmy Cagney, 
Pat O’Brien and Marie Wilson will 
be used again in Warners ‘Boy Meets 
Sally.’ a picture along th? lines of 
‘Boy Meets Girl.’ Mark Hellinger 

and Earl Baldwin wr the story. 
John Payne and Priscilla Lane will 


‘ote 


Omantic lead and 


Kids Go Floy-Floy 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


3en Judell picked ‘The Revolt of 
Youth’ as the next Progressive pro- 
duction following ‘I Want a Divorce.’ 
Picture tarts early in Octobe: 


CRATES FLY AGAIN 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. | 


euports and 


Two dozen 
Fokkers 
Wal sequences in 
Patrol.’ 

Picture moves to outdoor locatior 
this weck. 


ancient N 
reconditioned for 
Warners ‘Dawn 


are being 


| William Powers, J. J. Sullivan, chief 
| film buyer for Fox-West Coast, and 
John Haeley, sec to Spyros Skouras. 
Representing Evergreen Theatres 
| of the Picific Northwest are Frank 
Newman, John Hamrick, Al Finkle- 
| stein, Al Rosenberg, Frank Christie 
and A. M. Ahlskog, treasurer of the 
subsid. 
Northern California division of 
| F-WC is headed by Arch M. Bowles, 
and includes district managers Dick 
Spier, Harry Siepel and Nick Tur- 
ner: chief booker Charles Thall; Phil 
| Phillips, in charge of advertising- 


carried through in its present form. 
Only a few of the state’s 130 chain 


|; operated houses are connected with 
the production or distribution end, 
with the remaining 270 coming in as 
full-fledged independent 
Griffith Amu Co., with it ib- 
sidiaries. control the largest 
block in the tate and has no yn- 
nections, other than booking, with 
any of the exchanges or producing 





companies 

Standard Theatres, 
all of the Oklahoma City downtown 
| first-run houses except T. B. Nable, 
| Jr.’s, State, is a Cooper-Warner tie- 
up and presumably would be af- 
fected by the divorcement bill. Com- 
pany, however, was not named ir 
i the indictment. 


which controls 


Robb & Rowley, most of whose 
houses are in Texas with a few in 
southern and central Oklahoma, is 
understood to have a United Artists 
money tie and would probably be 
forced to sever th connection 
|} Southwestern (sley & Moran), 
| with approximately SO houses in 
Oklahoma City, Tulsa and smaller 
| towns, is another purely exhib chain 
with central headquarie in Tulsa, 
‘An additionai office is maintained 


‘by Southwestern in the Oklahoma 
| City film row. 

| Ralph Talbot has Tulsa’ 

| business fairly well under control 
|} with four downtown spots. In ade 
| dition Talbot has the Akdar Temple, 


| which is equipped for film showing 
| 


first-run 


'and for special product or road 
shows and has the largest seating 
capacity in Tulsa. Talbot has no 


|exchange or production coiinections. 
| State also has several independent 
| operators with from two to five 
| houses but none of them could be 
| considered in the chain clas 
| 
| 


MANAGER PINCHED ON 
BANKO, ‘FORD NIGHT’ 


Lynchburg ,Aug. 16. 
Elmore D. Heins, v. p. and gen- 
eral manager of National Theatre 


Corp., Roanoke, Va., has been book- 
ed on lottery charge to test his right 
to hold ‘bank night’ and ‘Ford night’ 
in American, Roanoke, Park and 
| Rialto theatres. Hearing set for Au- 
gust 25 by Police Judge Harris 
| Birchfield. R. Lee Carney, attorney, 
| presented a petition signed by citi- 
zens protesting against alleged lot- 
tery. 


Freak Ohio —_ 


| Wrecks Cinema, Circus 


publicity, and Elmer Hanks, North- | 


ern California realty and mainte- 
nance chief. 

Southern California is represented 
by all district managers, head book- 
er Larry Kent, all home office 
bookers, and one theatre managet 
from each district, in 


home office execs. 


addition to 


Time Not A’wastin’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Trem Carr is rushing production 


on his series of Bob Baker westerns 
for Universal. ‘Twins of the West’ 
was turned in last week, a second 
(untitled) is now under way and a 


third is ready for the gun. 
Filming is being done on locatio: 
at Chatsworth 


THE TOUR BEGINS 
Hollywood, Au 16 
‘Annabel Takes a Tour’ got | le) 
y esterday (Monday) RKO 
th Jack Oakie nd I cille Ball co 
tarred, Le Lander lirectin 
Othe i! the cast are f ince 
Vlerce Ruth Donnelly. Alice White 
Ed G and Lew Kell; 
ONE TO GO 
Hollywood, Aus. 16. 
‘The Last Outlaw,’ story by Robert 


Emmett, is the first of eight Jack 
westerns to be made by 
Monogram for the 1938-39 sked 

Shooting Aug. 29 with 
Robert Tansey producing 


> rial) 
hnanaaii 


tarts 


~ 


‘ 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 
Freak storm disrupted a circus 
and partly wrecked a nabe theatre 
last week. Lightning struck the 45- 
foot brick chimney of the C 
dore, East Side house, scattering 
bricks which went through ceiling of 
auditorium. Several hundred cus- 
tomers were panicked but nobody 

| hurt. 
Same 


mmo- 


wind blew down tent of 
| Newton's Savage Africa Circus in 
nearby Willoughby. Fact it hap- 
'pened an hour after last show pre- 
vented further damages, although 


Walter L. Main, former owner, and 


the only one in tent, suffered shock. 
Sues on Oral Pact 
Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 

George Klein Davidson i uing 

Falcon Production Inc., for $15,867, 

claimir ys ine I f outfit bro} n 
ral contract 

Davidson de hea } 2 

location t t i 

{ ter, but ] 
its comple ; 

ht C . nT 
MICKEY’S SIDELINER 
I A ! A j 16 

Ka Is r 
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charters cartoon characters 

f 1,000 art es. 
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‘DENVER MOVES 





ITHIN the four walls of the Roxy 

Theatre, N. Y....in Il days... 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” has packed 
300,000 people . . . equivalent to the 
population of Denver, Colo.! Saturday of 
the hold-over week drew 4,491 more 
people than the opening day of “’Cock 
Eyed Worla”... former world’s record 
holder! The second week will top by 
thousands of dollars the first-week gross 
of “Thin Ice’’... former record-holder 
under present price policy! That week 
included Labor Day and Jewish Holidays! 
AND THAT’S SUMMER BUSINESS! Same 
kind of news everywhere! Look: 








BOSTON ... Smash Easter Sunday gross of “In Old 


Chicago’ at Metropolitan topped by $140 on 
Sunday (4th day). 





LOS ANGELES...Records day-by-day at Chinese and 


Loew’s State following record-breaking opening! 


PHILADELPHIA ... Blowing lid off all highs at 


Stanley on heels of 5-year record opening! 





pa 


THE KEYSTONE OF YOUR FUTURE 


20" STARTS ITS GREATEST SEASON WITH THe 
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SEVENTH AVE! 


PITTSBURGH ... Set new all-time high for biggest | 
single day in Alvin’s history ... after all-time | 
record opening (previous record set on Labor Day)! 





St fin a Sa aT OY 





PORTLAND (Ore.)... More than twice as big as 


sensational “In Old Chicago’ at the Paramount! 


CHICAGO... Chicago Theatre’s 5-year opening-day 
record blasted! That beats Worid’s Fair business! 


ATLANTIC CITY... All records at Apollo bowled 


over by hundreds of dollars! 


HOUSTON .. .“in Old Chicago's" terrific first two | 
days at Majestic swamped by $1752! | 


CLEVELAND »« « $1017 bigger than “In Old 


Chicago’s’ Easter Sunday opening! 


DALLAS... Running away from sensational “In 
Old Chicago’ grosses at the Majestic! 


Suing Bolus 
ALEXANDER’S 
RAGTIME BAND 


HEIGREATEST HIT IN THIS INDUSTRY’S HISTORY i 
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Loew’s Will Hustle 
District managers, managers and 
assistant managers of all Loew’s the- 
atres in the New York metropolitan 


district, held a meeting Monday at | 


the Ziegfeld theatre, to discuss plans 
for Loew participation in the indus- 
try new season drive. 
witz, Marvin Schenck and Oscar 
Doob explained the details of the 
drive and urged every Loew theatre 
not only to put on a rousing cam- 
paign of its own but also to co- 
operate 100% with other theatres in 
each community so that the industry 
expects the drive will get full play 
in every neighborhood. 

‘It is our duty in this drive to see 
to it that we make a rousing pub- 
licity, exploitation and advertising 
campaign in every neighborhood of 
every borough,’ said Moskowitz. 
‘There are some four or five million 
moviegoers in this area; we must let 


everyone of them know about our 
new season pictures and the $250,000 
Movie Quiz contest. And in every 
community Loew managers should 
work closely and unselfishly with 
their fellow exhibitors so -hat the 


celebration will be 100% for all.’ 


Popular Contest 

James S 
las Reach Co., advertising agency, 
sends in the details of an ice cream 
eating contest staged by the Strand 
theatre, Springfield, Mass., on behalf 
of his clients Mono Service Co., who 
manufacture the Lucky Star ice 
cream paper cups. It was worked 
under the disadvantage of being held 
at the end of three days of rainy 
weather, but it pushed the receipts 
from the $15-$18 average to $63.35, 
and the manager, Carl Jamroga, fig- 
ured that had the weather been clear 


and hot he would have more than 
doubled the _ intake. Not even a 
youngster feels as much interest in 


ice cream on a cold and rainy day, 


but it pulled in 554 paid admissions, | 


only about 30 of whom 
20 years of age. 
The stunt was worked in co-opera- 


were over 


tion with the Leighton Coffee Shop, | 


which uses the cups and supplied the 
ice cream for the sake of the adver- 
tising. The Carlisle Hardware Co. 
also c-me in, contributing the prizes. 
The prizes were displayed in the 
store window, with the coffee shop 
also giving plenty of window space. 
Newspaper space was held down to a 
minimum. 


C. C. Mosko- | 


Little, of the Charles Dal- | 


;}a salmon treat for some 150 big execs 
| in the m.p. biz all over the country. 
| Paramount Pictures is sending iced 
|salmon in special pack to stand the 
shipment, to that number of 
prominents. 


the pix will be here in person. Re- 
mote control from Paramount thea- 
itre lobby will carry some blah on 
national hookup. 


Beating the Flag 


Rochester. 
Jay Golden, RKO Palace, launched 
the fall season’ with 40c reserved 


'seat preview of ‘Letter of Introduc- 
tion’ and Saturday morning show for 
children at 10c with members of the 
Democrat & Chronicle birthday club 
admitted for a nickel. 

Democrat & Chronicle took motion 
pictures of children outside the thea- 


tre before the show and finished 
them in time for screening at the 
performance, Newspaper also fur- 


nished free ice cream for all comers. 
Charlie McCarthy coloring contest 
conducted by the D. & C. with dolls 


and cutouts of the dummy for prizes. | 


| 
| 
| 


WHAM broadcast half-hour of sing- 
ing inside the theatre. 
Preem for ‘Sing’ 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 
Walter Reade’s Community had an 


advertised world premiere at mid- 
night, Saturday, of ‘Sing, You Sin- 


ners,’ 
MacMurray. 

Society columns of the local paper 
listed a group of the swank set, here 
|for the racing season, who were to 
attend the opener. 


Makes It Permanent 


Spartanburg, S. C. 

Strand’s early morning matinee for 
local stenogs, office workers, etc., has 
developed into one of hottest sure- 
fire stunts pulled here in several 
moons, 

Shows start at 7 a.m. and end at 
8:30, allowing patrons 30 minutes to 
reach their desks, filing cabinets, etc. 
Through advertising tie-ups with 
nabe restaurant and taxicab firm, 
free coffee and doughnuts and cab 
rides likewise were provided. 

Show for femmes only—so when 
boy friends come along they have to 
buy their own java and sinkers and 
freight their own cab bills. 


Kids were required to register in | 


advance and from this registry seven 
boys and five girls were picked to 


compete. At the sound of the start- 
er’s pisto! the contestants piled in, 
being allowed seven minutes in 


which to prove their capacity. In 
that time the winner got away with 
12% curs, and the runner up with 
11. In the girls’ division the winner 
had only 81% cuns downed, with her 
second two cups below that and a tie 
for third place at 514 cups. 

It was a great advertisement for 


the cup makers, a cleanup for the | 


theatre and broke exceptionally good 
stories in the dailies, in spite of the 
limited advertising. 


Still Effective 


Lynchburg. 
Ancient ‘having wonderful time. 
wish you were here’ gag came in 





handy for vacation splurge on ‘Crowd | 


Roars’ at the Raramount here. 

Engineered by Assistant Manager 
Harold Preas, stunt consisted of writ- 
ing out 2,000 postcards in longhand, 
addressing them to important Lynch- 
burgers and shipving them to Wash- 
ington to be mailed back under that 
citv’s postmark 


a ihe 


Cards read: ‘Having swell vacation. | 


Just saw Robert Taylor in ‘The 
Crowd Roars’ at Loew’s Palace. Uii- 
derstand it is opening in Lynchburg 
Sunday. Don’t miss it! Love. Mary.’ 
_Plenty of guessing going on—espe- 
Clally when wives found cards ad- 
dressed to husbands and couldn't 
figure out who Mary was. 


Gob Amateurs 


; Norfolk, Va. 
Promotion of Navy Amateur 
Nights for August 15-17 as attendance 
feeder for the film ‘Give Me a Sail- 
or is proving good work for the b.o. 
at the Norva theatre. More than 20 


enlisted men from ships and shore | 
stations in this area are slated to fea- | 


ture songs, dances and 


specialties 
during the three nivzhts. 


Manager Pierre Buologne pepped 


his pre-picture advertising with pa- 
per and air calls for Navy men. He 


headed his appeal, ‘Navy Men Want- | 


ed,’ and gave the theatre telephone 


numbers. With gobs at the Navv 
Yard, Naval Base and on ships in 
local waters there was a continual 
buzz, with eliminations leaving 20 


sailors raring to go. 

In navy-conscious community the 
stunt is reaching large numbers of 
civilians in city. 


Fish for Friends 


Seattle. 
‘Spawn of North’ 
natural for this locale, as Seattle 
gateways the Alaskan hinterland. So 
Hamrick-Evergreen have landed this 
one for ‘world’s premiere’ opening 
this week (16). 
And the press department is going 
to town, One unusual exploit gag is 


(Par) is a} 


More Snooping 


Most recent issue of Paramount’s 
pictorial quarterly, Snoop, is just 
out. Parody on the all-picture mags, 
but carrying rather more text than 
previous issues. Understood this is- 
| sue is to be offered for sale at Par- 
amount theatres, and it’s as well 
worth a dime as the similar mags. 
Back page is left blank, evidently 
for theatre imprint. 

Interesting to recall that the first 
fan mag, Motion Picture Story Maga- 
zine, got 
offices of the theatres playing the 
| General Film releases. Par may re- 
| peat history and find itself with a 
| national magazine on its hands. 





Another Old Timer 


Greenville, S. C. 

Manager Edwin Pettitt, Center, 
scored with promotional twist in ‘Fe- 
male Help Wanted’ columns of Sun- 
day papers. To bolster interest in 
return engagement of ‘Frankenstein’ 
he inserted following ad: ‘Wanted— 
Girl between 18-25 to see Franken- 
|stein alone. $5 reward. Call Center 
| Theatre.’ 





| STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Warners renewed Warren Duff's 
writer contract. 

Jane Hall inked new writer pact 
at Metro. 
| Reginald Le Borg signed director 
| 
| 


| contract at Universal. 
Metro renewed Cyril 
writer ticket. 
; RKO lifted its option on Edward 
Stevenson, fashion designer. 
Ben Markson inked writer deal at 
Columbia. 


Hume’s 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Metro purchased Brook Williams’ 
tale, ‘Earl of Chicago.’ 

Columbia bought ‘Old Mrs. Leon- 
ard and the Machine Gun,’ 
story by George Bradshaw and Price 
Day. 


FLOYD JOHNSTON’S JAM 
Atlanta, Aug. 16. 

Fulton county grand jury last 
week had before it a bill charging 
Floyd Johnston, 30, former sound 
jtechnician in a Hollywood studio, 
| with murder of his father, B. O. 
| chant. 

Younger Johnston, after pumping 
| five bullets into body of his father 
jas latter stood in doorway of his 
store, claimed self-defense. He was 
associated with his father in radio 
and sound-equipment departments 
of store. 


Announced several of the stars in 


starring Bing Crosby and Fred | 


its start through the box | 


mag | 


Johnston, 64, Atlanta furniture mer- | 





ne 


The Camera Eye 


—_— -———- 


St. John, N. B., Aug. 16. 
Mayfair, local 
has an ingenious method of 
clearing the moppets out of the 
house after a single show at 10 
or 15c admish so the seats can 
be sold at 25, 30 and 35c to 
adults for subsequent screen- 
ings. 

Mary Hogan, cashier, has in 
her many years in the box- 
office become acquainted with 
most of the town’s urchins. She 
remembers when each one en- 
ters the theatre, then slips into 
the auditorium when time is up 
and whispers to ’em that their 
parents want ’em. If the juves 
get tough an usher slips ‘em 
the bounceroo, Youngsters 
don’t seem to mind it and their 
parents grateful to have 





are 


their kids home at night. 
Incidentally, it jacks up the 
theatre’s gros considerably. 











Theatres-Exchanges 


Spokane. 
H. D. McBride, operator of Gra- 
|nada theatre, recovering after opera- 
‘tion for acute appendicitis. 


Providence. 
Kenneth Rockwell, formerly assist- 
}ant manager of the RKO Albee, will | 
itake over the managerial post with 
the spot’s scheduled reopening Aug. 
18. 


Lynchburg. 
Charlottesville has its fourth de| 
luxe theatre. Will be managed by 
|Dominion Theatres, Inc., also oper-| 
ating the other three houses. 
| Lebanon, Va., coal mining town, | 
| has its first film house, the Lebanon. | 


J. C. Horney is manager. 
| 


Los Angeles. 
| Martin Kaplin moved in as man-| 
ager of the Fox Belmont theatre, re- | 
placing Ed Smith, resigned. 

Danny Martin, -ormer distributor 








1,200-seater, For some time it was figured by 


Out in the Open 


\insiders that certain people of the 
Hearst sports staff in New York 
| were Gn’ on fights promoted by 
|Mike Jacobs. Latter admitted it to 
Harry Grayson, NEA news service 


Literati 


AE 





|sports editor, who wrote the yarn 
for the N. Y. World-Telegram Sat-| 
urday (13), carrying a banner line | 
about those involved having partici-| 


_pated in ‘boxing swag.’ Having | 
lsigned up with Madison Square 


Garden for five years to stage box- | 
ing shows there, as during the past | 
season, Jacobs is quoted saying he 
is through with the ‘Hearst Athletic 
Club.’ 

Damon Runyon, Bill Farnsworth 
and Eddie Frayne are stated to have 
been partners of Jacobs in his Twen-| 
tieth Century Sporting Club, which 


has staged the main boxing shows 
for the past two years. Grayson 
wrote that there was a quarrel 
when Jacobs kept the trio waiting 
for their cut on the Louis-Schmel- 
ing fight. The scribes became in-| 
terested in fight promotion when 


they started handling the split for 
Mrs. Hearst’s Free Milk Fund for| 
babies. Fund was out last year and} 
Jacobs nixed a suggestion that it} 
again participate in the fall, when 
another major fight may be staged. 

It is alleged that Jacobs paid 
Runyon $25,000 as ‘good will’ for his 
25% of the Twentieth. Farnsworth, 
former sports editor of the Amer- 
ican, left that sheet when it was 
merged with the Journal (except| 
the Sunday edition) and became} 
president of Twentieth. He is still 
interested, and so is Frayne, ac- 
cording to Grayson. Frayne is 
sports editor of the Journal and| 
Sunday American. Conceding that 
the Hearst writers helped him chase 
the Garden out of boxing, Jacobs! 
now feels that by favoring sports 
writers of one daily might get him} 
into hot water with others. 

Runyon is no longer’. writing! 
sports, contributing a general col-| 
umn daily to Hearst’s N. Y. Mirror. | 


| He joins the Metro film writing corps | 


|in Seattle, joined Monogram’s Los|in a month or so 
| Angeles exchange as salesman. | MAS 
President theatre, only straight | 


|newsreel house west of New York, 
opened last Wednesday (10), inaugu- 
| gating new policy of Downtown The- 
|atres, Inc. House grinds daily from 


| 10 a. m. to 11 p. m. at straight two- | 
bits admish. | of a 

Fox-West Coast Theatres obtained} 
new 20-year lease on Wigwam thea- 


| tre, 800-seater in 
| Mike Naify. 

| Chic Sturdivant took over the 
Carpenteria theatre, Carpenteria, 
Cal., from William Gunn, 


teno, operated by 


—___——_ 


| Byrd, West Philadelphia, sold by 
Albert M. Greenfield, representing 
Northern Trust Co., trustees for 
‘bondholders, to Byrd Theatre Co, 
The property was bought in by the| 
bondholders’ protective committee on} 
the former first mortgage bond of} 
$150,000 and then resold. In the | 
| present transaction the bondholders | 
jare taking a new first mortgage of | 
$100,000. House, which seats 1,800, | 
has been closed since April 30, and | 
will reopen after Labor Day, follow- | 
ing alterations. It is about 10 years | 
old. 


a } 

Kansas City. | 

E. C. Rhoden, district manager, an- | 
nounced last week that Fox-Midwest | 
will open its new Esquire theatre | 
Aug. 18. House is the old Downtown 
thoroughly renovated, and will oper- 
ate as an outlet for company’s ace | 
films. Opening attraction will be 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and set 





for extended run, three to five 
| weeks. Joe Redmond house man- 
ager, operating under direction of | 


' Stanley Chambers who also governs | 
| Tower and Uptown, 
| Another feature of house policy 
| will be the Esquire Hour patterned 
after similar house in Chi. Single! 
bills strictly the rule here. 

Clarence Ludlow, house manager 
at Newman, leaves his work here to 
enter dentistry in Boston. He’ll be 
followed by House Manager Sprague | 
| who held out at the Mainstreet until 
its recent closing. 

Paul Reinke now in the manager’s 
chair at the Fox Brookside theatre. 

Buffalo Universal exchange man- 
ager, Pete Dana, to district manager 
| of Kansas City, St. Louis, Des Moines 
and Omaha. Headquarters will be in 
Kansas City. He is succeeded in 
Buffalo by John J. Scully. 


Denver. 


Cocoanut Grove at Alamosa, Colo.. | 


dance spot, is being made back into 
ja theatre, and when ready will re- 
‘place the old Palm, to be closed. 
Everett Cole has bought the building. 
Will be one of the Gibraltar Enter- 
prises theatres. 


Norfolk, Va. 
Bob Etchberger is assistant man- 
ager at Loew’s State here. 


Philadelphia. | that 


| rill 
| 


| of $4,000. 


| Post's 


———————r 


the papers were operated 
in many departments. 

Indications in N. Y. are th 
Herald & Examiner will go 
during the fall. Chicago also 
afternoon tab, the Times. 

Reports that the N. Y. Journa. 
American would merge with the 
Mirror in New York are erroneous 
Hearst papers in N. Y. will remain 
as is, so far as known. 


jointly 


at the 
tabloid 
has an 





Osterman Goes Literati 
Jack Osterman’s ‘Cafe Souse- 
ciety’ piece is in Norman Anthony's 


October issue of ‘Mr.’ Next month 
he intends writing about the eo}. 
umnists, as the mag announces. and 
Osterman remarks that after that he 


expects to leave town 

Louisa Wilson on N. Y. Payroll 

Newest in the many public rela. 
tions positions in New York State 
service is that of a secretary to the 
Board of Parole, at an annual Salary 
The appointee 7 
who, as a cub 
years ago on the old 
World, worked under night city 
editor, Joseph Canavan, now chair- 
man of the State Board of Parole. 

Canavan, who came to Albany as 
secretary to the then Lieut. Gov. 
Herbert H. Lehman, later served as 
secretary to Governor Lehman and 
then received an appointment from 
him to the parole board at $12,000 
a year. 


is Louisa 
reporter ll 
New York 


Wilson, 


Creditors Take Covici, Friede 

Covici, Friede, Inc., publishers, has 
been taken over by its creditors, ac- 
cording to announcement from the 
Viking Press. Latter also stated that 
Pascal Covici has joined Viking in 
an editorial and executive capacity. 
He brings John Steinbeck, author, 
along with him. 

Covici, Friede was founded in 1928, 
Stern Slashes Phiily Siaff 
Wholesale staff firings at the New 
York Post recently were followed 
by a similar move last week on the 
sister-sheet, the Philadelphia 
Record. Twelve employees in the 





| editorial department were let out in 


Marian Squire’s Book 


Marian Squire, Variety alumna, 
who has been anthologying what 
she calls ‘the culinary preferences 


number of distinguished male 
citizens of the world,’ has finally 
assembled them into an attractive 
book, titled ‘The Stag At Ease’ (Cax- 
ton; $2), just published. Appro- 
;priately enough it tees off with F. 
D. Roosevelt’s favorite recipe, ‘Eggs 
President,’ and then alphabetically 
gives billing to a galaxy of notables'| 
start with George Abbott, 
Achmed Abdullah and George Ade, 
and end with Whiteman, Winchell, 
Yawitz and H. K. Zimmerman. In 
all, more than 100 names, chiefly 
literati, plus all the other arts, have 
been assembled by the astute Miss 
Squire for her masculine cook book. 

Where culinary bashfulness has 
overcome some of the contribs, Miss} 
Squire has wisely embellished the 
sketchy recipes or prescribed pref- 
erences with highly entertaining 


addenda. It's a book that makes for | 
as good reading as eating. Enel | 
dentally, its an exceptionally at-| 
tractive publication, from the pro- | 
duction viewpoint. | 
} 
eiltandien | 

Hearst's Chicago Shakeup 
Several changes in the Hearst 
line-up in Chicago have been or- 


dered by Joseph V. Connolly. Mer- 
(Babe) Meigs returns as pub-| 
lisher of the Evening American. and 
Harry Koehler comes in as pub- 
lisher of the morning Herald & Ex- 
aminer. Leaving Hearst in Chi-! 
cago is Emanuel Levi, who came 
up from Louisville and has been 
publisher of both papers. 

Meigs recently was v.p. of the 
Hearst magazines in Chicago. while 
Koehler has been Chi 
Hearst International ad 

Harry Reitlinger, who had been 
with Hearst in Chicago for more| 
than 20 years, resigned as city| 
editor of the American and was re-| 
placed by tay Knotts, 
writer. Reitlinger’s ouster had 
nothing to do with the general | 
Hearst shake-up in Chicago, and it! 
is understood that he will be in-| 
duced to remain with the Hearst | 
| newspaper set-up elsewhere. With| 
the return of Meigs to the Amer-| 
ican, Walter Parker comes back to | 
head the circulation department. 
Under the new set-up, the Amer- | 
ican and the Herald & Examiner! 
| return to their former status of 
| completely indie and unrelated pa- 
| pers, with separate staffs for news, | 
circulation, promotion. advertising. | 
jetc. Under Levi's sole publishing, | 


manager of 
service. 


editorial 


og 
&:! 


|ord’s Guild 


one swoop, with at least four more 
skedded to go. Dismissals were for 
economy. 


As in New York, the Philly Guild 
has named a committee to take up 


the firings with the management. 
The guillotine cracked down just 
one month after expiration of the 


90-day no-firing clause in the Rec- 
contract, which became 
April 8. Unit = several 
months ago took a= strike vote on 
whether to force the management 
into giving it a clause in the con- 
tract guaranteeing no dismissals for 
‘economy.’ Strike vote lost 87-82. 
Lait Free for Outside Writing 
For the first time in 18 years, 
Jack Lait, editor of the N. Y. Mir- 
ror, is free to write for other pub- 
lications and stories by him are due 
to appear shortly in the magazines. 
When he delivered a double truck 


effective 


| yarn weekly for the Sunday edition 


of the Chicago Tribune, and aft- 
erwards, when he joined the Hearst 
outfit, his contract called for ex- 
clusive services. 

Lait is no longer connected with 
Hearst’s King Features syndicate. 
His new contract, which runs for 
three years, is for the Mirror only, 


; Which does not syndicate fiction. 
Editor will no longer contribute 


Stories to the Sunday Mirror maga- 
zine nor the Saturday afternoon 
Journal-American section. 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
Frederick Boyd Stevenson, 79, 
lecturer, publicist, and Sunday editor 


; and staff member of the Brooklyn 


Daily Eagle for 27 
retirement in 1930, died Aug. 4 at 
his home in Brooklyn. While with 
the Eagle he also wrote a column, 
‘Top of the News.’ He is 


years until his 


survived 


| by his daughter, Mrs. Fay Stevenson 


Mandel, on the Eagle staff. 


CHATTER 


Dick Pollard replaced Allan 
Brown as head of the Hollywood 
office for Life. 


Ward Green, v.p. and gene! il 
manager of King Features, fell and 
injured his back. Is recuperating at 
home in N. Y. 

Jack Goodman and Alan Green 
collabing on a series of six arti- 
cles for Cosmopolitan, using the pe! 
name of Jack Allen. 

M. L. Annenberg, publisher of the 
Philly Inquirer and several racins 
forms, reported negotiating for ptt 
chase of a Cincinnati daily. 


Joe Cunningham, who created 


Rufus McGoofus for Philadelphia 
(Continued on page 62) 
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| More Indie Complaints 


Webber’s Address 
(Continued from page 7) 





producer or distributor 
eiv dditional 

uld receive from us an a 
ercentage of the gross. If he feels 
or a picture can be sold on a per- 
centage basis 
to ask this price 


air see that exorbitant film rent- 


als would be a complaint if we were 
operating under a single feature 
policy today. It is suicide for us to 
play two so-called A features be- 
cause first, it is likely that both are 
nigh allocations, thus causing the cost 
of our program to go up and either 
cutting down our net or resulting 
in a state of indecision as to whether 
we have lost $5 or made $9. It is 
also likely that one of the features 
py itself would have drawn a suf- 
ficient number of people itself to 
show a profit. al , 
that at some time this additional pic- 
ture would have helped bolster a 
week in which we had no particu- 
larly outstanding attraction. 


lieve that a 


large numbers of people from 
tending the theatre for sometime 
because their taste for entertainment 
has been satisfied in one night. In 
other words, we wear them out by 
a three-hour show and turn them 
away with the idea in mind not to 
come back for a week or ten days. 
However, the double feature may 
have created a habit in the public 
to see more shows. This 


to be seen. 
We are accusomed to think at the 


an average of $10, $12 or $20 as it 
may be, and this seems to be a 
reasonable figure.’ It may be from 
the producer’s standpoint and it may 
be from yours, yet the eternal how] 
of high film rental still rings in our 
ears. Could it be that with 
double feature policy our program 
costs have doubled in the past five 
years? Could 


of depression, and recession, tells us 


face an increase of 5% in operators’ 
salaries next month with a com- 
plete disinterest. Either this busi- 
ness is damn good or is so far gone 
no One cares about their invest- 
ments. What the devil is wrong? 
Low Admissions 

Before we examine this problem 
let us examine the motion picture 
business, what it does, how it op- 
erates, what it furnishes its patrons, 
the demand for its goods, its supply 
of merchandise, and what it asks for 
its product. 


ment alone—by exhibiting stories. 
Into it may creep education, social 
Principles, moral principles, politics, 
etc, but so far we have been able 
to amuse and interest large groups 
of people without emphasizing any 
One of these. 


breaker, another upon the life of a 


thrift. In other words, the actions 
and thoughts, reactions and emo- 
tions of individuals which we have 
experienced ourselves or wish we 
could experience. 

The demand for something to in- 
terest the eye, the ear and the mind 
without creating fatigue will always 
be great. How it is presented is the 
Most important factor in maintain- 


far Superior to those 
ago. 


hibito 

= Producer function in 

an the motion picture as 
€ American people. 

tn he supply of good merchandise 
Pictures is a question of debate. 

lon aia of producers try to 
Intain standards of entertainment 


But we cannot say the ex- 


present- 
such to 


Pr ted audience with the feeling 

a ead and appreciation. We, 
ibitors, do nc i 

the least t help them in 

creatj F 2 

cir : demand for two or three 

fram. We ¢ 


tired and Procerag the audience to be 





red by the strain of sit- 


Te tins... 
a8, listening and seeing and react- 


in . . 

falda every situation from G-men 

word to love scenes. In. other 
8, the demand can be con- 





he certainly has a right | 
but we do not have | 


Williams’ Peeves 
(Continued from page 7) 


What we need is a policy that will 
permit the exhibitor to make some 
money and at the same time be fair 


with the producers. There is a cer- 


tain major company which last year 
did not ask for more than 35% of 
the gross receipts from any picture 


| and I have reliable information that 


And it is also likely | 


There 
is another possibility, that we keep | 
; at- | 


remains | 


end of a buying season, ‘Well, I} 
pought this company’s product at} 


we operate profit- | 
ably today at our present film rental | screened for him at the Par studio. 
basis if we operated under the sin-| 


to cut program costs, cut service 
costs, operating costs, advertising | 
costs. Yet we still double two A| 
pictures, yet we still spend large! 
sums on delivery service, yet we 


This business is one of entertain- | 


. A picture may base | 
its story upon the life of a law-| 


scientist, another upon industry and | 


te the demand and I think we can| 
ay the modern motion picture is| 
of 10 years| 


r function has kept pace with | 


— will attract people, amuse, 
1 after it has been consumed | 
€ave the 


to make better pictures by | 


pictures on the same pro- | 


they were at the top from a financial 


standpoint at the close of their busi- | 


ness year. They did not require 
2h ¢ . . 
Joo ON very many pictures and sold 
quite a number without any per- 


centage 


permits 


whatever 


the 


When a producer 


exhibitor to make 


money 
he is in a good frame of mind and 
will work harder to produce more 
money for all concerned 


R. X. Williams, Jr 
OWNER-MANAGER, 
LYRIC THEATRE 
(Member of MPTO of Ark.. 
and Tenn.) 


N. Y. Theatre Op Broke 


Loudys Amus Corp., picture thea- 
tre operator at 2521 Broadway, N. Y.., 
through its president, Loi 
filed a voluntary petition in 
ruptcy Thursday (12), listing debts 
of $53,130. The petition listed as an 
asset the transfer of property liqui- 
dated at $12,239 to the Beacon Hotel 
Corp. 


u George, 


bank- 


Miss. 


| able 


Among creditors named was RKO- 
Radio Pictures Corp., for $1,312. 
| Other items included small amounts | 


to picture trade for 


services, 


corporations 


| DIAMOND’S SHORT QUEST 

| In quest for independent-produced 
'shorts material for release through 
| his company, Lou Diamond, shorts- 
over 


| Hollywood look 


Aug. 29 to 
available film in this line. 
He will have the indie-made shorts 





trolled by us and in that control lies 


gle feature policy? Could we or} 

could we not? 

Business judgment during times|the secret of successful showman- 
ship throughout the entire United 
States. 


The Public 
For this service to the public—and 
it is a service, for nowhere can we 
find such entertainment except in 
literature—we ask certain prices. I 
do not see where the commodity 
price is controlled by the demand 
of the public. It is evidently con- 
trolled by us and look what we 
have, 10c, 15c, bargain nights, give- 
aways, bank nights, etc., etc. The 
history of the theatre is a respect- 
able one. Millions of people attend 
the theatre each week. Why? To 
be presented a dish? If so, that the- 
atre is not performing the function 
|of the theatre. To engage in games 
of chance? This should belong only 

to the gambling room. 


The motion picture 
tured, distributed and_ exhibited. 
Hight-cost of production which 
should indicate quality of merchan- 
|dise is not absorbed by the public 
|by an increase in price but by us 
through an increase in film rental. 
| Jt is reasonable to say that a pic- 
ture which cost $1,000,000 deserves 
a high film rental. But we find our- 
selves today exhibiting pictures that 
cost this and we play them at a 
low film rental because the picture 
is not a box office attraction and be- 
cause the producer realizes this. 
Again we find ourselves playing 
many a picture which 
have cost over $300,000 to produce 
for a guarantee and _ percentage. 
Certainly this is paradoxical in an 
is for 
|lack of a base for price fixing 


is manufac- 








| business but this one. It 


we cannot establish a set figure. But 
certainly there is no need, except 
in certain areas and communities, 
|for us to play such ridiculously 
low admission prices. The inde- 
pendent exhibitor and the circuit 
operator should see that by keeping 
his program cost down, and hiking 
his admission price, he would be 
following a good business principle. 

Can we not see that our position 
would be improved if we decided 
to go to a single feature policy and 
raise our admissions? Yes, I be- 
lieve we can. What holds us back? 
Now that the new buying season Is 


the | music head of Paramount, leaves for | 





| 


should not} 


this | the 
that | pending the outcome of a trial. 


% Advertising 





Complaint comes from Holly- 
wood that exhibitors, partic- 
ular the chain operators, are 
deliberately soft-pedalling their 
advertising on first-run pix, 
where the producers’ percent- 


age is high, and_= spending 
money to exploit the subse- 


quents, where the exhibs get a 
fatter cut. 

Producers cite _ instances 
where the second-run ballyhoo 
IS spread thicker than on the 
first runs which, they claim, are 
often mere trailers for the 
subsequents 


$1,800 N. Y. DAILY 
AD NO BO. HELP 


One of the 


by one of the smalle1 











largest ads ever taken 
companies was 
a full-page spread in the N. Y. 
| World-Telegram, (13) 
|‘Army Girl,’ current at the Criterion, 


N. Y. Republic, 


Saturday on 


producer of the pic- 


ture, entirely paid for it. Same ad 
was not spotted anywhere else 
| Herbert Yates, president of Repub, 
is a close personal friend of M. H. 


Aylesworth, publisher of the W.-T. 
The full-page spread cost Repub 
around $1,800, yet it made no notice- 
impression at the b.o. of the 
House will do no more than 
on the week, mild. 
Thursday to $1,000, in 
of the and got 


Crit. 
$6,500 
opened 
vance big ad 


only 


about $1,200 on Saturday, $1,100 on | 
| Sunday, 
| around 


with drop on 
$800. Managers along 
Broadway, commenting on the 


splurge, again reminded that big ads 


on pictures that don’t deserve them | 


still don’t fool the public. 


UD’S 17TH HOUSE 


In Grosse Point Sector—Will Cost 
Around $300,000 


Detroit, Aug. 16. 

With reemployment in 
plants looking up nicely, 
tory to 1939 cars, United 
Theatres will soon initiate the 
major theatre building project here 
since 1937. Plans are being drawn 
for a new 2,000-seat house just in- 


local 
prepara- 


side suburban Grosse Pointe, to cost | 
which will | 


around $300,000. Spot, 
raise UD’s chain to 17 houses, will 
be a second-runner as companion 
house to Fisher and Riviera the- 
atres in other sections of town. 

New theatre will be built near 
proposed site for a Will Rogers 
Memorial theatre, a private enter- 
prise which failed to materialize 
year or so ago. 

Fate of UD’s 1,800-seat Cinderella, 
old house bought several months ago 
and located within a half mile of 
new spot, is unreported, but ex- 
pected house will be turned into a 
department store, possibly for Sears, 
Roebuck. 





WB’s Suit Over Stills 

Vitagraph, Inc., filed suit yester- 
day (Tuesday) in N. Y. federal court 
,against the Behrend Motion Picture 
Supply House, Inc., claiming the 
| plagiarism of 34 stills of various War- 
ner Bros. pictures. 
$250 and an injunction against each 


the Behrend concern. 


|an order of seizure of the pictures in 
possession of the defendant, 





OATING UP AUTRY 

| Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Ralph Staub directs Gene 

Autry picture rolling tomorrow 

(Wednesday) at Republic. 
Film is first of the Autrys 

duced by Harry Grey on his new as- 


the new 


signment. 


Wolf Heads Cieve. Variety 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 


ners here, wa elected prez of 


under way let us call for concerted Variety ( » Tent io € —r 
action. Let us not buy every com- on ig agg? rage he ts 
; icceealne av avidil Ol ni 
pany’s product, anticipating double ‘ye - es cag alr ccicachyyet 
and triple features the remainder of ~“" “"” - 
} 4 € 

the year. Let us right now discuss,“ 

t } y | 7 vil I r f 
what we can do to thro his evil Wolf | f 


out of the show busine 


Picture | 
ad- | 


Monday to} 


auto 


Detroit | 
first | 


laintiff wants | 
still alleged to have been issued by | 


| Judge Robert P. Patterson issued 





38-39 Selling Still Slow | 





(Continued from page 3) 


spite of the observation that UA 


product looks very good. 
In some cases theatres are } 


up new ’°38-39 pictures as they be- 


come available, subject tc negotia- 


tions on deals after they have been 


played. Neither cistributor nor the- 


atres like to commit themselve 
terms in such instances, howeve) 
an lot of operato: re 

ng up ‘Algie ; nt 

< it w f } ¢ é 

Both € ilé ifraiad ) ece 
ient t t e t 
Irougn any aennite er € ( 
n ent ere ¢ > j 

ict ake € 

la equ < € ae ¢ ¢ 
ul 

The istrios V } lé everyone 
pick up new pictu’.s before the; 


nave become part of a complete sea- 
this being es 
where 
a comparable character between the- 
atres exists. 
Various 


chains 


son’s deal, pecially true 


in situations competition of 


carryove! deals, arge 


having many of these, 


erabling 


more han the customa 
stalling since p! duct upply with 


one, two or more companies thus 


assured under such carvyovers, 
ing it necessary for 
taken now for assuran¢ 


mak- 
less steps to be 


of film. 


Midwest Ditto 


Chicago, Aug. 16 


Slowest getaway in years for the 
buying and selling season in this ter- 


ritory, with both exhibitors and dis 
tributors indicating absolutely no 
| hurry to get started on new season’: 
work-sheets. In Chicago the situa- 


tion is considerably aggravated by 
the impending suit of indie exhib- 
itors against Balaban & Katz and the 
major distribs. 

Allied attorneys, Rosenberg, Stein 
& Rosenberg, having 
completed their bill of 


practically 
complaint, 


eral courts here as soon as Joe 
Rosenberg returns from his vacation 
During his absence, Aaron Stein, of 
the law firm, is sitting on the case 
| and has held several meetings with 
leading indie exhibitors on the cur- 
rent B. & K. wrangle 

With this case hot the exhibs feel 
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steneeeenenen 


which will be presented to the fed- | 
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RACKET’ 
BUSTER 


Starring HUMPHREY BOGART ’, 
SCIEMTIFICALLY GEORGE BRENT 


SWAY & 47th ST 
pf. 
DOORS OPENS ISAM 25.""' 


See- AUG. 26th — Greater New Season Policy 
o SCREEN—*‘BOY MEETS GIRL” 
Starring JAMES CAGNEY & O'BRIEN 
' PERSOWN 8 


La] - MN BERNIE 
“The Old Maestre” AND ALL THE LADS 
















Thurs, 
BROAOWAY & 45th STREET Aug. 1K 
vaste ‘ALGIERS’ 
‘Shopworn Sanhin 


GEO. 


and 


Angel’ and 
N.T.G. Revue 


HALL 


Orchestra 











ST. JOHN UNLOADS 
Hollywood, Aug. 16 


‘loyd St. John week Id a 
lock of | Republic exchenge hold- 
ings to S. D. Weisbaum and Franc 
A. Bateman, managers c the Sar 
Francisco a I Angele ffice 

Gt if, ‘ t ‘ f ‘ 

f ' a ¢ 


‘HELD OVER! 2nd SMASH WEEK 





that they can afford to lay off 
negotiating with the exchanges, on 
the assumption that they 
to make better deals should there be 


any 


will be able 


any ‘ndication of victory in the com- 
ing suit, 

Exhibs are endeavoring to have 
the courts, in some way, straighten 
out the double features situation 


Should doubles be eliminated it 


























would naturally mean an entirely 
different setup in product purchass 
mn ne part ot the neatre fF - 
¢ ld é i j l 
E> eadk 
ree t 

ance { adouble nt bet é 
the contracts for new product are 

natured, 

For these reasons the selling sea- 
son is Indicated to reach its peak 
around mid-September this year, in- 
tead of mid-July, as is usually the 
case, 

In the Northwest 
Minneapoli Aug. 16. 

There apparently will be no def- 
inite buying policy set down by 
Northwest Allied for the territory’s 
independent exhibitors, outside of 
those of the Twin Cities. The or- 
ganizaiion, at its meeting here, failed 
to take up the question of ‘what ef- 
fect, if any, recent industry develop- 
ments, including the divorcement 
decision and anti-trust suit, should 
have on buying policies for the new 
season.’ 

As far as the Twin Cities’ indepen- 
dents are concerned, they are stand- 
ing pat, it’s claimed, in their de- 
termination to buy no pictures , 

| whatsoever on percentage and to in- 
sist on rental reductions. As far as 
|can be learned, no exhibitor has re- 
ported ‘unreasonable’ distributor de- 
mands to the Dept. of Justice, as has 
been threatened by some of the 
Northwest Allied leaders who have 
indicated that they expect to buy 
now pretty much on their own 
| terms, 
1) PARAMO TIMES 
1 N SQUARE 
BING CROSBY PHIL 
| FRED 
| MaeMURRAY SPITALNY | 
| 4 AND HIS | 
| “SING YOU ALL-GIKL | 
| SINNERS” ORCHESTRA 
| Paramount Picture ZASU PITTS 
th Av. & 50th Bt. HELD OVER 
sé ’ 
Alexander’s 
Ragtime 
” 
| Band 
ALL 25¢ To | —On the Stare— 
BEATS 1PM. ! New Stage Show 
Starts Thurs., Aug. 1% 
“Rich Man, Poor Girl” 
with ROBERT YOUNG 
KOBERT TAYLOK 
“The Crowd Roars” 
seoerwar 
4 + sTeee? 
RADIO ) i @ ‘ 
CITY MUSIC HALL 


“FOUR 
DAUGHTERS" 








Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Local Program Registry Set 
Up at ‘Variety for Admen 
Shows Few Orchestral Programs «: 


Preliminary culled from 
available for 
indi- 
participation, 


insight 
of programs 
sponsorship sent into VARIETY 
that 


both day and evening, 


listings 
cate audience 
is numerically 
But 
are amazingly few newcomers 
to this class. ‘Popular music’ 
healthiest in that respect 


the strongest local category. 


there 


looks 


Average age of all audience partici- 
pation stanzas received so far is: 96.5 
weeks daytime, and 122 weeks eve- 
ning. This makes a veteran of the 
‘audience - broadcasting - to-the-audi- 
ence’ biz, and may indicate that the 


' reducible 


current batch of programs is ready | 


for a fade. Category 
probably not falter, but the contents 
could easily change radically. Al- 
ready amateur hours and vox pop 
stuff—once the most prominent citi- 
zens of participation land—are defi- 


nitely dying or dead in favor of 
games and semi-whacky entertain- 
ment. Latter, however, are being 


waltzed to death, and may wilt for 
that reason. 


Although a complete picture can- 
not be focussed from the current 
size of the sample, it would appear 
from what data 
VaRIETY office 


in New York that 


itself will | 


| musical domain, 


'WFIL NURSING QUAKER WEB | 


is on hand at the| 


audience-participation shows are not | 


particularly cheaper than _ other 
stanzas. They draw lots of mail and 
contest gusto, it’s true. But by the 


same token, 
—especially 


it looks as if pop music 
transcribed swing—can 


equal anything both in price and in| 


tie-ins for listener reaction. A pre- 
liminary estimate would thus 
pop music on the upbeat. 


put | 
(This | 


contention is echoed in breakdowns | 


on network 


commercials in 
music 


dous increase in station hours per 
week.) 


the | 
Variety Rapio Directory where pop | WFIL; 
is accredited with a tremen- | 


l th virtua ~ sa 
Although virtually all of the ma | would be enough political broadcast- 


terial received so far comes from 
web stations in bigger burgs, it is 
surprising that the union pact with 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has not resulted in more 
house orchestra shows. 


Wide Open 
Impression gleaned is that the pro- 
duction field, both web and local, 
wide open 


1S 


| sorbing line costs and agency 


for new developments. | web, taking out commish for itself. 


| tions keyed by WFIL, will 


This is, of course, an impression not 


at the moment to statis- 


tics, but in the realm of judgment. 
However, the panorama now sizes 
up like this: 

Novelty shows of the past few 
years (audience participation, etc) 
have put a strong emphasis on 
radio’s natural forte: personal inti- | 
macy with the listener. And, sec- 
ond, they have uncovered a new 
field for merchandising, tie-ins, and 
ballyhoo While the intimacy un- 


veiled by novelty is pretty much in 
the ham class, it nonetheless is a step 
in a positive direction, and the step, 
divorced from its current maltreated 
set-up, might be highly useful. For 
instance, if carried over it the pop 
it could add plenty 
new life to that department. Or 
any other. It stands to reason that 
some adroitness 
just as anywhere else, and that pure | 
boilerplate alone won’t do the trick. 


More Political Biz in Sight So Will | 


Try Commercials, Too 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Quaker network, of 16 Pennsy sta- 
become 


an active operating unit on Sept. 1, 
when permanent phone lines are 
thrown into use. Web has hereto- 


fore been used exclusively for po- 
litical broadcasts, lines being 
only as needed. 

Decision to make a _ permanent 
hook-up out of the aggregation was 
reached at a confab Saturday be- 


tween Sam Rosenbaum, prez 
Don Withycomb, g.m., and 
Roger W. Clipp, biz manager and 


co-ordinator of the net. With the 
coming gubernatorial and senatorial 
elections, it was felt that there 


lines 
spot 


ing to make the permanent 
profitable aside from whatever 
commercial biz is picked up. 
WFIL will provide two to three 
hours daily as sustaining service on 
the net. It will be set up similar to 
Mutual with member stations 
com- 


mish. WFIL will provide biz for the 


is necessary here, | 


set up|} 


of | 


ab- | 


| LUCKIES’ AUDITION 


|Ken Dolan-Jimmy Saphier Offer 
| Hill Elaborate Band-Choir 





Ken Dolan and Jimmy Saphier 
|are still working on a program 
Rage once for Lucky Strike. 

gents have offered a 50-piece 
oiannate batoned by Raymond 
Paige and an elaborate mixed choir 
| and it's now a question of getting | 
lan outstanding Hollywood name to} 


head up the whole thing before 
|submitting an audition to George| 
Washington Hill. 





| 


| 
} 


THIRD RADIO 
SERIAL 


Albert D. Lasker, Jr., of Lord & | 


Kleenex | 
CBS five a week} 


‘Her Honor, Nancy James.’ 





| will sponsor over 


| starting Oct. 1. 
| Deal was consummated after agency 
and client considered upwards to 100 
submitted _ scripts. 
been off air over a year. 


rolled ‘Story of Mary Marlin.’ 


Accounts 


previously. 

Basil Loughrane formerly 
Lord & Thomas in Chicago will come 
| east to direct the serial 
| Associates. 
bert Little, Jr., are the authors. 

Deal puts Wolf out front as} 
specialists in daytime serials. They 
also produce ‘The O’Neills’ and 
‘Hilltop House’ both ranking serials. 





WMCA RAISES ITS RATES 


Also Asking $100 an Hour for Use of 
Its Main Studio 
WMCA, New York, has raised its 
|evening rates from $550 to $650 an 
hour, effective Oct. 1. Daytime hour 
will go from $275 to $325. 
Station is offering the use of 
main studio, seating 300 persons, 
a basis of $100 an hour. 











its 


New rate 


shouldn’t encourage a volume use of 
'this type of business. 














Type of Program. 
Other Pertinent Information. 


An Invitation to Radio Sponsors 
To Consult Variety Program File 


Aovertisers seeking programs are referred to the 


LOCAL PRODUCTION REGISTRY now established at 
the New York offices of ‘Variety.’ 


THis data is cross-indexed by Station, Market and 
It includes Full History, Cost, and 


Any responsible person may consult this file during 
business hours daily at 


ARIETY 


154 West 46th Street 








This Service Is Entirely 


of Radio Stations and Prospective Buyers 


Free—For the Convenience 

















| 
| 





| 


ED WOLF SELLS 


1 
| 


= 





counselors’ established, or 


York City. 


Stations need no intermediar 
would Variety need its 
mimeographed handouts. 

There is no magic 
welcome and judged solely on 


selors’ . 





Deal with ‘Variety’ Directly | 


For the record and in answer to inquiries, 
not recognize, and will not recognize, 
establishing 


This publication has its own network of local reporters, 
In towns where there are no VARIETY representatives, direct 
communication between the several offices of Variety and 
local radio stations is now, as always in the past, welcomed. 


present 


involved. 


y to deal with Vartery. Nor 
large staff if it accepted 
Deal directly All news js 

its news value. 
‘trade paper coun- 


News controlled by or clearing through 
whatever that’s supposed to mean 


VARIETY does 
so- called ‘trade paper 
themselves, in New 


—is not for \ ARIETY, 








Bob Jennings 





‘GOLD MEDAL TESTING 


| WITH CAROLINE ELLIS 


has | 
Last bank- | 
New | 
hook-up of 40 stations is larger than | 


with | 


for Wolf | 
David Victor and Her- | 


on | 


card eliminates the frequency dis- | 
count on spot announcements, on the | 
theory that the station feels that it | 





Des Moines, Aug. 16. 

‘Caroline’s Golden Store,’ original 
dramatic serial sponsored by Gen- 
|eral Mills for Gold Medal Kitchen- | 
| Tested flour, will air on WHO Mon- 
| days through Fridays starting Aug. 
115, with Mrs. Caroline Ellis coming | 
here from Kansas City for the show. | 

Includes following WHO | talent: 
Cliff Carl, Sarabeth Barger, Maxine | 
Gibson, Bill Kilmer, Twen Ander- | 
|}son, Shari Morning and Jack Smith. | 
|Fran Heyser will direct the shows. | 


Specific Samples 


Herewith are some specimens of | 
data in new VARIETY program- -serv- | 
ice file. 








WKBW, BUFFALO | 
Title—‘Amateur Sports.’ 
Age-—Six weeks. 
Past sponsor—Chocolate drink. 
Popularity record—Bottle cap vot- 
| ing drew 115,000 tops. 
Size of cast—One. 
Talent cost—$50 weekly 


Program time—5:45-6 p m., daily. 
Nature — Commentator covers 


| junior, amateur and school sports, 
| Samples—Script or record. 
WGAR, CLEVELAND 
Titke—‘Round and Round Society.’ 
Age—Three years. 
| Past sponsors — Participation at} 
various times. 
Popularity record—Two giveaway | 
announcements brought 2,800 letters. | 
Size of cast—One. 
Talent Cost—$90 five times weekly. | 
Program time—11-11:15 a.m. daily. | 
Nature — Swing music (recorded) 





| with announcer affecting Southern 





dialect in in-between 
ments; fan stuff. 

Samples—Script or record. 

KRNT-KSO, DES MOINES 

Title—‘Tall Corn Time.’ 

Age—Three years. 

Past sponsors—Chicago mail order 
house, Des Moines Incubator Co., 
Henry Field Seed Co., Nu-Lac Yeas- 
ton, and Sargent Field. 

Popularity record — Coupon en-| 


announce- 


| titling farmer to 25c. discount on 


bag of Sargent feed produced 2,112 
requests—free pencil giveaway for 
name of dealer drew 200 letters per 
day for six weeks. 

Size of cast—25. 

Talent cost—$125 per program. 


Program time — 10:15-10:45 a.m. 
Saturdays. 
Nature — Rural stuff produced 


against smalltown background—state 
hill-billy contest winners featured. 

Samples—Script or record. 

WKY, OKLAHOMA CITY 

Title — ‘Uncle Ben's Funny Paper 
Hour.’ 

Age—Nine years. 

Past sponsors—Long array of spon- 
sors, from food products to insurance 
companies, 

Popularity record 
brought in 3,000 box 
sponsor — station's 
mail puller, 

Size of cast—Maximum of six 

Talent cost—$25 per broadcast 

Program time—8 to 9 a.m., Sun- 
days. 

Nature — Comic 
paper re-enacted: 

Samples 
cripts not used. 


One mail 
for one 
contest 


tops 
biggest 


sections of 
variety fare 
Records available: 


local 


{along with him. 


| ply 


| bookings 
| radio. 


Leaves WLW 


Thomas signed Tuesday (16) with Will Establish in New York Advertising Agency 


Ed Wolf for a new daytime serial, | 


with meaner Account 


Bob Jennings has resigned as yp. 
in charge of sales and programs of 
WLW, Cincinnati, 
vertising 


to go into the ad- 


agency business. Jen- 


to Powel 
has had the move under 

for several months 
and he is breaking away from the 
station before he has actually con- 
summated the other tieup which 
will be a New York agency and in 
which he will have a portion of the 
stock. He was also v.p. of the Cros- 
ley Radio Corp. 

Jenning’s present call for 
leaving WLW - Sept. but the 
chances are he will leave as soon 


who is 
a? 


consideration 


nings, son-in-law 


Crosley, 


plans 
1 


a 


as the agency deal is closed. It is 
| believed that Jennings will take 
ithe Crosley advertising account 


This business last 
| year figured over $1,000,000. 
Jennings came into the WLW fold 


| five years ago and in time developed 
quite a reputation as a youngster 
|in the trade as a sales and pro- 


graming expert. 


PHIL SPITALNY 
RESUMES FOR 
GEN. ELEC. 


——— 


Phil Spitalny and his ‘Hour of 
Charm’ all-femme orchestra return 


| to the radio for General Electric on 


NBC-red hookup—same as before- 
only this time the G.E. under- 
writers will specifically exploit the 
lamp business. Heretofore, Spitalny’s 
femme jazzists did their kilocycle 
stuff on behalf of General Electric’s 
institutional ballyhoo. 


Behind the decision of G.E. to 
again resume on the air was a four- 
tussle for General Electric's 
business among Young & Rubicam, 
B. B. D. & O.,, Foster & Davies and 
the Maxon agency. Latter, hereto- 
fore handling G. E. institutional ad- 
vertising, will also control the 
Spitalny’s lamp-on-radio show. 

Spitalny again takes to the air in 
October with a half-hour shot. Band 
opens today (Wednesday) at the 
Broadway Paramount, and is slated 
for a series of other picture hous¢ 
before resuming on the 


HEILMANN ON ROAD 


in Various Michiga® 
Member Towns 


Vox Popping 
Network 


Detroit, Aug. 

° + 

Heilmann, sportcastel be 
WXYZ, is taking his ‘Fan on the 
Street’ daily program (Pfieffer 
Brewing) on a swing around Michi- 


16. 


Harry 


gan. Accompanied by John Slagle, 
spieler Personal appearances in 
major cities are being worked on 
days when Detroit Tigers are on 
road, since Heilmann handles the 
play-by-play accounts for Kellosé 
and White Star over WXYZ and 


Michigan web. With Tigers out of 


town, Heilmann reconstructs C nites 
WXYZ affiliate in particular 
town where he’s appearing. a! id stu” 
is shipped out to other stat! 


over 


ions 
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STICKY - ICK 
OUT ON NBC 
OPENING 


NBC’s ‘Radio City’ in Hollywood de- 
4¢ around Sept. 15 sans of all 
things—a formal ‘opening. NBC execs 
3 cided that the premiere festivities 
vwually result in a clambake and, in- 
stead, for the week preceding and 
during the actual ‘premiere, all the 
highlight talent vn the NBC kilo- 
cycles will ad lib something to the 
effect, ‘Well, we were supposed to 
participate in the gala opening, but 
since there isn’t going to be any, this 
will have to do.’ | 

Idea is that sort of inverse kidding 
will more skillfully and deftly call 
public attention to the event. 


puts 


Deep Purple’ Can’t Be 
Opposish to ‘Blue Velvet’ 
Pub Warns NBC on Tag 


If NBC wants to put a musical 
show opposite Mark Warnow’s ‘Blue 
Velvet Music’ on CBS Wednesday 
nights and include a color in the title 
it will have to use a hue other than 
purple. Robbins Music Corp. has 
advised NBC’s production depart- 
ment that it will have to refrain 
from adopting the tune, ‘Deep Pur- 
ple, for the proposed opposition 
stanza. 

‘Deep Purple,’ which is part of the 


Robbins catalog, has been Doris 
Rhodes’ themer on CBS for some 
time. Robbins explained to NBC 


that the singer had been given the 
exclusive air use of the song as a 
themer. 


WALKER’S AIR BID 


But Mennen’s Tale Powder Sponsor- 
ship Falls Through 

Mennen & Co. has practically de- 
cided on a night time show and is 
negotiating for network facilities 
through the M. H.  Kiesewetter 
agency before signaturing any 
talent contracts. 

Account had been considering 
James J. Walker as a news com- 
mentator and NBC’s ‘Information 
Please’ quiz with Clifton Fadiman, 
but both are now out. 


Campbell Cereal Goes 
To Kastor Agency, Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Campbell cereal, Minneapolis, ac- 
count g0es to H. W. Kastor agency 
Chicago, in switchover from Ruth- 
Tauff & Ryan, who dropped it when 





| billings. 
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CONVENTION 


OVERTURE TO 1938-1939 


This may seem a rather late date to redis- 


cover or reaffirm that radio is creating a new 


kind of show business. But as the outlines of 


the development become increasingly sharp 
with each passing season it’s worth inter- 
mittent attempts to get a long-range focus on 
the basic nature of broadcast advertising as 


regards its entertainment function 


It begins tO appear that the hief spiritual 
ditference between radio and the rest of the 
entertainment world is expressed most clearly 
in radio’s religiously-intense faith in research 
as a guide to, and substitute for, the personal 
judgment of showmen, which judgment is the 
bedrock of show biz proper. In radio, for vari- 
ous reasons and for better or worse, there is 


widespread disrespect for almost anybody's 


opimion, as such, 


This disrespect for opinion may arise partly 
from the obvious fact that too often in the 
early days of broadcasting personal opinion 
was the of authority 
and was responsible for innumerable fumbles 
and stumbles. Personal opinion still is the 
conclusive factor on occasion, but again, too 


worst possible source 


often, it is the personal opinion of some barri- 
caded autocrat high in the corporation 
hierarchy who lacks the open-mindedness or 
the flair which characterizes the judgment of 
showmen and who brings to an entertainment 
decision purely eccentric quirks of prejudice. 

Most of all the advertising agencies are the 
well-springs of the all-pervading production 
skepticism, fear and pussyfootism. They are 
the original authors of hemming and hawing 
on a magnificent scale. They feint, mark time, 
sidestep, stall for a cue from the sponsor. 
They cannot, in the main, either think or func- 
tion as because they are thinking 
and functioning primarily as the herdsmen of 
that 159%. All of which may prove in the end 
that the sponsor, if radio is to be a permanent 
part of his management policy, must step in 
and assume the ultimate production responst- 
bility. 


showmen 


Historically, the networks first shed the pro- 
duction responsibility. By doing a consistently 
Lad job and not much caring that they did. 
The agencies inherited the task of selection 
and production of entertainment, Partly to 
eet in on the fees, partly because network 
production bungling jeopardized radio time 
Agencies criticized the networks 
(and justly) for the sameness, the uninspired 


and sloppy attitude of their programs. Now, 


aT took over Quaker Oats. Un-| 
€cided whether Campbell will con- | 


tinue with ‘Jack Westaway Under 
the Sea’ series which it sponsored 
last season, 

W. R. Watson, account executive, 
Plans to go into huddle with Camp- 
bell outfit next week to map cam- 
Paign which will include radio, 
Newspapers and mags. 


O'Keefe the Piaywri 
ee sh 
e the Piaywright 
ee Ne tharos has a Broadway 
up his slee thic ‘s gu- 
thored, is sleeve which he's au 
— Comic has turned down 
Penge Propositions in order to see 
i, Play into production early this 


fall, if Possible 


Mabel Love Back on Air 
Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
ot Pe rie former woman's ed 
air next maly News, returns to the 
off ype after a three-year lay- 
show starts a 15-minute daily 
on WPEN, with participating 


s SOre 
held fe next week. Show will be 
tion’s A padiarateen each month in sta- 
Mre ig boy auditorium. 
* Love was a 


pioneer in 
Programs, having aired 
© from WJZ and WCAU. 


Women's 
ars ag 


‘showmanship of the traditional kind. 


with time, the sponsors criticize the agencies 
(and with much justice) for the sameness, the 
staleness reflected in their efforts. 


It is pretty clear that few agency production 
executives are trusted beyond incidental de- 
tails and very few advertising agencies enjoy 
carte blanche. Fact is most of ‘em can't be 
trusted. And they aren’t. Their whole sub- 
servient obsequious relationship to the client 
is utterly incompatible in most cases with 
; Ilence 
the development because of imperative need 
to get shows produced, to keep the mechanism 
working, of a new kind of showmanship the 
showmanship of committee decisions, of end- 
lhenments, 


less conferences, of delicate ali 


Under a svstem of endless checks and coun- 
ter-checks, the individual always deferring to 
the group, some of the hazards of faulty per- 
sonal judgment may be eliminated. It may be 
the only system practical in radio at the mo 
ment—a moment that appears to be transi 
tional until the day when the sponse vel 
run the show. With the production costs go 
ing up all the time, this appears to be a not too 
fanciful possibility. 


Present system 


manship. It 1s respons) 


carbon-copying that invariably marks every 
new season. There is incredible buck-passing 
up and down the line in radio production (om 
posite confusion and group do-nothingism can 
only be broken through, in the final analysis 
by a lion’s roar from the sponsor himself. H¢ 
and he alone must in the end call the tune an 
hire the pipers 


Meanwhile mention of the Townsend 


& Townsend affects advertising agencies like a 


nalii¢ 


razor scratching a piece of glass on the bias. 
This much-discussed, much-denounced two- 
brother firm has functioned in certain quarters 
for the past year or better as experts-in-charge 
of-the-experts of advertising. Taking the ad- 
vertising agencies as experts in the first in- 


stance. 


As yet the Townsend & Townsend influence 
has been little felt in radio. But the brothers 
are reported to declare that their mysterious 
‘27 points’ by which they decide the effective 
ness of printed copy can be extended to apply 
to radio Entertainment, however, is 
apparently not claimed to fall within the ken 
of their formula. 


CC py. 


Townsend & Townsend, in the final essence, 
appeal to clients and foster doubts of agencies. 
If agencies were courts martial that would be 
an offense for liquidation by a firing squad. 
But the real nerve twinge of the Townsend 
development reposes in the implications that 
they, the agencies, know their stuff so super- 
ficially or practice their craft so carelessly 
that an outsider can step up, run an eye and a 
finger over a given bit of advertising and say, 
‘Sonny, this violates points 5, &, 11, 14 and ra 


Fury of agencies toward the Townsend & 
Townsend threat, toward the whole phenome- 
non of an outside challenge to 
rogatives, agency claimed preeminence in 
technique and craftsmanship is of course not 
hard to understand. Any business, any group 
of business men, would be annoyed to the 
point of apoplexy by such scathing belittle- 
ment of their place and importance in the 
world. 


agency pre 


Passing any discussion of the merits or 
flaws, authentic or spurious values, of what 
Townsend & Townsend are peddling at least 
it’s evident they have been successful in con- 
vincing enough clients to have stirred an an- 
tipathy among agencies that speaks for itself, 
They have put their thumbs on sensitive areas 
of inflammation. 


Which comes back to the sponsor. If he 
cares how the dough is spent. In radio the 
openings for spending are like the holes in 
swiss cheese. Happily, for the agencies, radio’s 
ability to get into the parlors of the multitude 
is as yet more important as a first fact of 
broadcast advertising than the question of 
production finesse. Otherwise there would be 
more drastic penalties for program ineptitude. 
Agency self-complacency, so notable in three 


or four organizations that are intoxicated with 


some recent successes (conveniently forget 
ting flops, also*recent) may meantime be re 
garded as fatuous poseur stuff, if sincere, and 
old-fashioned blufiing, if not. 


l doubt has been the oreatest 


past decade in draw 


ing attention to advertising agencies. In those 
infinitely delicate setups, the caste svstem at 
the top here owmanship ought to be but 
isn't, acts to keep down the showmanship of 
those lesser personages ho frequently have 
real flair. (Getting an idea or carrving out a 
h nl roy a beset ith ) in) 
ender tare ind careerisms that the 
set the idea in the end that ‘brightne 


monopoly of the caste. 





a — +. 


| 


| germinate within NAB. 





IANA REVIVE 
BENIN SGREEN 


Affiliates Call to Arms In- 
Pacific Motiva- 
tions as 83 Broadcasters 











sists on 


Gather in Chicago 


WEBS WATCH 


ty HAL HALPERIN 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Called together by Mark Ethridge, 
of WHAS, Louisville, and Sam Rosene- 
Da Y ol WFIL, Ph lad Iphia a cone 
vention of work al- 
filiate is in ession here today 
(Tuesday) and tomorrow at the Hotel 
Stevens. It is being watched by the 
broadcast trade for some more 


indepencent net 


con- 
clusive indication of the nature of 
the movement and the attitude it 
take toward networks, 
the pending government investiga- 
tion of radio, negotiations with 
ASCAP, and other actual or possible 
issues. 


proposes to 


Meetings are behind closed doors 
and with some obvious effort on the 
part of all concerned to play down 
and cover up. Network execs have 
professed no anxiety, but this may 
be less than an exact rendition of 
their private thoughts. 

Although chain execs not allowed 
in meetings Bill Hedges and Keith 
Higgins of NBC are registered in 
hotel, as well as Herb Akerberg of 
CBS and Ted Sireibert and Fred 
Weber of Mutual. 


In the candor as to 
what the broadcasters want or are 
driving at the observer’s impression 
is of a bunch of poker players wait- 
ing for a chance to discard. That 
the affiliates hope to gain assurances 
of one sort or another from the net- 
works is the general guess. Ethridre 
who called the meeting of the affili- 
ates during the hottest week in Au- 
gust led the appeal for the IRNA to 
There wes 
a general hint that the networks had 
skillfully diverted the more aggres- 
sive broadcasters by private propa- 
ganda. However, the whole mvys- 
terious affair tended to excite curi- 
OSL\Y. 


absence of 


There is a registration of 83, con- 
sidered large for the season and cons 
sidering the ambiguous nature of a 
rebellion that insists it isn’t one, 
Delegates paid $5 to register. 

A first decision of the gathering 
Tuesday was that the IRNA shou'd 
be reorganized but as a branch cf 
the National Association of Brozcd- 
casters so as to present a _ united 
front to outsiders. Sam Rosenbaum 
is president, Ethridge, vice-president, 
and L. B. Wilson, treasurer of the 
new IRNA. Meanwhile a seven-men 
committee is at work to steer the 
movement. It numbers Bill Scripns, 
WWJ, Detroit; Ed Craney, KGIR, 
Sutte; Arihur Church, KMBC, Kane 
sas City; John Shepard, WNAC, Bos- 
ton; Ed Craig, WSM, Nashville: Ike 
Lounsberry, WGR, Buffalo; John 
Kennedy, West Virginia regional, 

Following is list of regisirations to 
daie at Stevens hotel: J. H. Brennen, 
WJAS; George L. Young, WDGY: H. 
K. Bre nnan, WJAS; i {obcrt 
Thompson, WCOL; Edgar H. Twam- 
ley, WBEN; Kenneth B. Johnston, 
WCOL: Geo. R. Hahn, KSOO: Clar- 
ence Leich, WEOA; Luther E. Hill 
KSO: Walier Haase, 


WDRC; C. M. 


Everson, WHKC; Walter Evens, 
WOWO; Martin L. Leich, WEOA: 
Joe P. Wilkin KFBB W Ww. 
Behrman, WBOW: Robert T. Con- 
vey, KWK; Dwight S. Reed, WSGN; 
S. E. Adcock, WROL: W. C. Swart- 
ley, WOWO } d il 

WPTF: Wali J. Damn WTMJ; 
Earl J. Glade, KSL; | W. Creig, 
WSM: J. Le d Re WIITOs 
Huch P. Powell, KGGI Arth B. 
Chur KMBC; Jar D. ® 
WLW: M I. G. Ms 1, WIRE; 
Gene } WIRE ] t- 
t A <c PA. L WhO; 
D iw WFII G. W. 
N on, WAVE; J. O. M d, WHO; 
( er ] I] WI 
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J. Walter Thoapsen Agency Calls 
Off Kellogg s Baseball Contest 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 
After two weeks of its scheduled 
nine-week All-American Baseball 
Poll, the Kellogg company suddenly 
called off the contest. Sent two- 
week cancellation notices through 


last week, which means that the con- 
test will fold after four weeks. 
Spotted through the local J. Wal- 
the contest 
around the 
i-week five-min- 


ter Thompson 
50 
five-< 


agency 
was on some 
col on a 
ute set-up 
Contest 
factorily 


stations 


intry 


wasn’t ring out satis- 
for the cereal firm, and in 
addition, was extremely cumbersome 
to handle General Mills also had 
many players under exclusives. 

No attempi 1 by the 
pany in putting through its cancel- 
lations, merely utilizing the regu- 
lation fortnight call-off clause in the 
contract. 

Nine-week schedule had been fig- 
ured on the basis of one week for 
each position on the mythical all- 
star baseball team. 


SET BANDMEN FOR | 
HOLLYWOOD PROGRAMS, 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

It was band setting time on fall 
radio shows last week. Ben Pollack 
again lined up with Joe Penner; Ted 
Fio Rito is reunited with Jack 
Haley on his Continental Baking 
program, and Lou Bring will do the 
batoning for Walnut Growers Ass’n 
show. 

Still unset is the music master on 
Bob Hope’s new Pepsodent airer. If 
Tom McAvity of Lord & Thomas, 
who produces, can wean Judy Gar- 
land away from Metro one night a 
week he'll toss the nod to Skinnay 
Ennis or an eastern band under con- 
sideration. If vocal spot goes to 
Connie Boswell then Ozzie Nelson 
Swings the stick. All depends on 
how much coin goes to the warbler. 

Glen Gray and the Casa Lomans, 
doing a dance stand here, inaugurate 


prov 





to chise com- | 














Quarantine 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Program department at 
WDAS is drawing up a petition 
to present to State Agricultural 
Department inspectors who ex- 
amine incoming cars for Japa- 
nese beetles. It asks that they 


also examine ‘for hill-billies 

Can be recognized by guitar 
on shoulder and mail-order 
cowboy suits | 








today (Tues.) a new music entry on| 
the Mutual network dubbed ‘Auto- 
graph Album.’ It has a_ contest | 
angle with cash prizes to speed up 
the build. 


Ed McConnell in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 16. 

Smiling Ed McConnell returns to 
Cincy next month, after an absence 
of four years, to originate four 
weekly 15-minute shows for two 
sponsors on WLW for NBC feeds. 
Beginning Sept. 17, the veteran radio 
philosopher-singer will do a_ series 
of programs for Ballard & Ballard, 
Louisville, Ky., blurbing Oven-Ready 
biscuits. Airings will be on Satur- 
days at 10 am. EST, with a repeat 
for NBC’s western stations. 

Starting Sept. 27, he will resume 








| years 





for the Acme White Lead & Color 
Works with Tuesday and Thursday 
airings at 10:30 a.m. EST. 

Both accounts are handled 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald, Inc., 
cago. 

McConnell was auditioned at WLW 
Friday (12) for the Ballard & Bal- 
lard stanza. Sitting in were Fred 
Borries, Thurston Morton and John- 
ny Witherspoon, execs, and 30 of the 
sponsor’s salesmen, who followed up 
with a two-hour hypo session in 
Crosley’s B_ studio. Also present 
were W. B. Henri and Frank W. 
Ferrin of the agency. 


Warnow-Paige Rained Out 


Concert scheduled for Lewisohn 
stadium last Wednesday night in 
which Mark Warnow and Raymond 
Paige were to guest conduct the N. Y. 
Philharmonic orchestra has been 
postponed until next season. 

Warnow was to have led the long 
hair in a trio of swingy pops includ- 
ing ‘Sing Something Simple,’ swing 
fugue scored by Raymond Scott, 
Warnow's brother. Concert was 
killed off by a heavy rainstorm. 


by 
Chi- 








Spieler Turns Cowboy 


Missoula, Mont., Aug. 16. 

Verne Sawyer, chief and special 
events announcer for KGVO here, 
has resigned and will retire to a re- 
cently acquired ranch in Flathead 
Valley. 

Al Davis will handle Sawyer’s spe- 
¢ial events details in the future. 











WMCA'S FORUM 


A LA HI-BROW 


} 
| 


Station WMCA, N. Y., joins the| 


RADIO 


W 








ida Fels- Naptha 


Young & Sehinnen is trying to ze 


‘ 
OO 


Fels Naptha to return this fall as 
network advertiser. 
Agency has recommended a day- | 


time quarter-hour show five times a 
week. 


Web Stations. 
Ballyhoo Own 


As Blurbs Out 


Aug. 16. 
With deletion of radio comments 

and columns from local dailies, De- 

troit stations developing a pro- 


Detroit, 


are 


gram-plugging system of their own, | 


especially the network outlets which 


were most adversely affected by 
sheets’ decish. 
Although WJBK and WMBC, in- 


dies, have always aired previews of 
|their programs several times daily 
|since they got little attention in 


local parade of stations striving for | 
' 
pro- | 


this 


greater percentage of serious 
especially heftier 
week. Starts with a semi-intellec- 
tual forum on Aug. 22, rest to follow 
shortly thereafter. } 


grams, music, 


Serious music angle has passed the | 
consideration stage and is now in the | 
hands of the program department. 
Likely that it will mean couple of 
hours daily in the afternoons. Want 
to start off modestly in getaway | 
from Broadway taint. 

Forum will be a la Town Hall’s | 
stunt on NBC but will include tele- | 
phoned questions, etc., from listen- | 
ers as well as studio audience. Mau- | 
rice Dreicer will conduct forum | 
starting Aug. 22 at 10:45 until 11:15) 
p.m. for regular Monday broadcast. 
Initial session will concern whether 
or not Civilian Conservation Corps | 
should be militarized. | 





Polly Rowles, Back From 
U, Into Pitt Air Serial 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16 


Polly Rowles, who graduated from 
|; Carnegie Tech drama school two} 
ago and was signed for pix 
by U, where she remained through 
two options, is home again for keeps 
and turning to the radio here. Gal 
has just been contracted by WCAE 
for lead in script series. called 
‘Pierre the Trapper,’ which has been | 
taken by Jerome Wolk and Brother 


Fur Co. for once-weekly shot in 
place of sponsors’ regular ‘Romance | 


Backstage’ program. | 

Miss Rowles went to New York'| 
last season when U failed to renew} 
her contract and for several months 
played Calpurnia in Mercury the- 
atre production of ‘Julius Caesar.’ 
Her engagement to a local boy was 
recently announced and she expects 
to settle down here after her mar- 
riage, abandoning all theatre am- 
bitions. 


‘Pierre the Trapper’ penned by 
Bob McKee, annowtncer at WCAE, 
who’s also in the cast along with 
Marx Hartman, Bob Donley and 
Marquis Patterson. | 


| 








|11 p.m. 
| Folks Column’ 


| talent and shows. 


newspapers anyway, town’s big four 
—WJR, WWJ, WXYZ and CKLW— 
have now gone one better. In addi- 
tion to spot buildups for programs, 
they’ve 
grams and ‘columns of the air.’ 
WXYZ is using 15-to-20 werd an- 
nouncements several times daily, and 
also brief preview shots at 7:30 and 
daily. WJR, in addition to 


instituted short preview pro-|} 





F 


edne sday, August Wi, 1938 
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“American Home Products Eschewing 
Pacific Until Stock Setup Reorganized 





WCAU’s Cute Stunt 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

With baseball spielers all over 
the country searching for new 
angles to perk up broadcasts, 
Bill Dyer, who airs Phillies 
games on WCAU, has hit on one 
that’s clicking. He selects a 
kid from the stands and lets 
him announce an inning or half 
an inning 

Some of them fizz, of course, 
but many turn out pretty fair. 
Listeners like it in small quan- 
tities because kids get ex- 
cited. 


so 











COAST PRESS 


ATTACKS AIR 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
Coast dailies are launching an- 
|other onslaught on radio in an at- 


spots, this week is starting a ‘Radio | 


daily with Neal Tomy 
giving dope on ether 
Similar stunts are 
being employed by CKLW 
WWJ, the latter continuing not only 
to plug its own shows but also fea- 
tures of its parent, the Detroit News. 


at the mike, 





WHEC GROUP HANDLES 
ALL STATION SHOWS 


Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 16. 

WHEC organizes a new planning 
division to handle programs, follow- 
ing departure of former 
Manager Morden Buck to seek an as- 
sistant director’s job in Hollywood. 
New setup has Ken Sparnon, music 
director, 
auditions and rehearsals; 


| 
| 


|as advertising 
and | 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Program | 


taking charge of schedules, | 
Harry Le- has issued 53 licenses to date to mak- 


Brun, chief announcer, directing 
public and_ special events, 

lotte Edwards, 

and women’s affairs; Ken French, | 


dramatic production. 
clear through General Manager 
Gunnar Wiig’s office at weekly plan- 


| ning meetings. 


Staff contest also launched 
program ideas. Any program used 
three times as a sustainer wins sug- 
gester $5, commercial feature $10, 


and stunt idea with commercial 
value wins $5. Wiig, Sparnon and | 
Lemoine C. Wheeler, commercial 


manager, form board of judges. 





Baruch Ticks Of 10th 


Andre Baruch, NBC announcer, 
will celebrate his 10th year in radio 
Aug. 20. 

Spieler has arranged for a party 
marking the occasion at Glen Island 
Casino, New Rochelle, | - - 


Texaco Program Set 





Buchanan Agency Closing Deal—Bill Bacher to Di- 


rect from 


Texaco figures on closing for its 
Hollywood all-name show by Fri- 
day (19). Proposed Max Reinhardt 
setup will have Bill Bacher atta 
ing and will be billed as Texaco’s 
Star theatre. Show will be spotted | 
on CBS Wednesday nights, 9:30 to 
10, with the first half opposite the | 


second half of the Fred Allen-| 
Bristol-Myers stanza. Gas distrib | 
has picked Oct. 5 as the starting | 


date. 

While the Texaco show will be 
handled through Buchanan & Co., 
it has not been decided who will 
be assigned from the agency staff to 
stay with the program on the west 
Coast. Louis A. Witten has been 
the agency’s rep on Texaco show | 
for the past seven years. 

Reported price of $20,000 for the 
new Texaco program is in line with 
the oil refiner’s voiced ambition to | 
get the biggest thing available for 
broadcasting or not go on the air 
at all. 





? 


| wrote the 


Hollywood 





|New York Pro Pigskin 
Tags Aircasts at $25,000 


New York Giants Football Team, 


professional, wants $25,000 for the 
broadcast rights to its. gridiron 
meets the coming fall. Penn To- 


for | issued to 


| spoken 


tempt to win back some of their ad- 
Western division of 
American Newspaper’ Publishers 
Ass’n last week hired H. C. Bern- 
sten, who formerly operated his 
own agency in Los Angeles, to 
counsellor for 
Coast sheets, to impress former big 
lineage spenders with the advan- 
age of the printed word over the 
etcetera and point 


vertisers. 


error 
chunks to radio. 

If campaign fails to bring the de- 
sired results it 
the sheets will either drop the log 
or slap a tariff on the agate listing. 


03 TRANSCRIPTION 
MAKERS LICENSED 


American Federation of Musicians 


of coin 











ers of electrical transcriptions. An- 


Char- | other half dozen such have applica- 
continuity director | tions pending. 


All applications are first referred 


All problems | to the local union to determine the 
| applicant's 
|No licenses, 


financial responsibility. 
it was stated at AFM 
headquarters Monday (15), will be 


any one not already in 


| business. 





| 


|to that point by 


bacco, a Ruthrauff & Ryan account, 


is reported interested. 

Dodge Metropolitan dealers under- 
series last season, with 
WOR the outlet. 





Grooming Ginny Sims 

Ginny Sims of Kay Kyser’s crew 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y., is 
to be groomed on her own, with an 
eye to a Broadway stage career, 


Her maestro-boss realizes. that 


|she’s hit her peak with the band and 


has interested William Morris, Jr., 


jin the professional advancement of 
| the songstress, although Kyser him- 
'self is 


an MCA band. 


| 








GUERNSEY SELLS WLBZ 


Meanwhile Must Choose Between 
Shepard and Columbia 








Bangor, Me., Aug. 16. 
If the Federal Communications 
Commission approves the sale of 


WLBZ, Bangor, Henry P. Rines, 
Portland hotel and station operator, 
will own the only two regional out- 


lets in Maine. Rines last week 
closed for the takeover of WLBZ 
from Thompson L, Guernsey at a 
price of $180,000. Rines’ Portland | 
station is WCSH. 

It is reported that by the time | 


Rines’ right to his purchase has been 
cleared by the FCC, WLBZ will have 
lost its affiliation with CBS unless it 
bows meanwhile .o Columbia’s ulti- 
matum that the station drop its con- 
nection with John Shepard’s Yankee 
and Colonial networks. CBS has 
given WLBZ until Sept. 15 to make 
a decision. 

Under the present arrangement 
CBS must clear its program to 
WLBZ through the wire maintained 
Shepard and the 
station. Columbia wants to run in its 
own line and avoid any use of Shep- 
ard’s facilities. 








Julian Bentley Injured 


Chicago, Aug, 16. 
Julian Bentley, news editor and 
press chief for WLS here, was seri- 
ously injured in an auto accident 
near Menominee, Mich., last week. 
He suffered multiple fractures of 
skull and jaw. 


Mrs. Bentley escaped serious in- 
jury. They were returning from 


vacash in North Woods when their 
car overturned. 





Dr. Didien Van Ackers, Paris rep 
for CBS, transcribing his experience | 
in Hollywood for airing abroad. 


act 
the | 


out the! 
of their ways in tossing such| 


is understood that | 


American Home Products wij] 
keep all but two of its script shows 
off NBC’s Pacific red and mountain 
links this fall. Reason given for the 
decision is that the holding corpora. 
tion wants to keep its merchandising 
expenses down in those areas until 
it has reorganized its stock setup, 





Programs staying on in the western 
regions are ‘Easy Aces’ (Anacin) ind 
‘Mr Keen’ (BiSoDol), whil; the 
threesome not slated to resume in 
the fall consists of ‘Just Plain Bily 
(Kolynos), ‘Mrs. Wiggs’ (Aero White 
& Flydead) and ‘John’s Other Wife’ 
(Louis Phillippe lipstick). Latter 


script trio had been committed to go 
back on the western trails with the 
| dropping of daylight savings. 

The two CBS shows, ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ and the ‘Romance of Helen 
Trent,’ which are supported by the 
same merchandising combine, will 
retain their westcoast and Rock 
heeeeuell hookups. 


BENCHLEY STARTS IN 
NOV. FOR OLD GOLD 


Aug, 


Hollywood, 

Robert Benchley comedy 
originally framed for 
Martin Gosch of CBS, 
taken by Old Gold for an early No- 
vember start over Columbia net- 
work. Mann Holiner, who closed 
the deal for Lennen & Mitchell, said 
the new ciggie entry didn’t neces- 
sarily mean that George McCall, 
now gossiping for OG, would be re- 
placed. McCall is optioned through 
| October. 

Program tees off in the east and 
goes to the Coast after 13 weeks. 
Understood that Gosch, who cooked 
up the audition, will produce. Mu- 
sical setup on half hour show marks 
time until budget is appropriated. 

P. Lorillard recently renewed its 
‘Don’t You Believe It’ program on 
Don Lee network for Sensation cigs. 


16. 
show, 
Texaco by 

has been 





New NBC Siete Talent 


San Francisco, Aug. 16. 
Modern southern choir, 26-voice 
;negro chorus, Rosie and her guitar, 
Conzue la Gonzales, Mexican soprano 
and philosopher Coleman Cox, are 
latest additions to NBC local artist 
staff. Choristers, directed by Elmer 
Keaton, debuted on NBC recently as 
guests on the Albero Bros. Milling 
company ‘Good Morning Tonite’ mu- 
sical and last week began appear- 
ance on network sustainers. 

Rosie was formerly sponsored on 
the local Blue outlet, KGO, by the 
Eopa Company (remedies). She gets 


two NBC-Red network  sustainers 
weekly beginning today. Miss Gon- 
zales, formerly at the Waldorf- 
Astoria in New York. 








CITY NEWS WILLING 


| Invites Radio to Buy Election Flashes 
This Autumn 








City News Associaton, which serv- 
ices the New York newspapers, has 
advised the networks and local sta- 
tions by circular letters that it will 
entertain any bids for primaries and 
elections coverage this fall. Nothing 
was said about price. Local primaries 
will be held Sept. 20 and the elec- 
tions Nov. 8. 

CBS was the lone taker 
service at the last election. 


Alderman a Maestro 


, Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

After several years as organ and 
piano accompanist for vocalists at 
National Broadcasting studio, Myrl 
Alderman has been rewarded with 
a baton. He'll conduct a full orches- 
tra on Jean Sablon’s period «nd the 
chain’s ‘America Dances.’ 


of the 








He shares the studio load with 
Frank Hodek, who conducts staff 
crew. 

Alexander Biddle, 19-year-old 
scion of wealthy Philly family, who 





started couple months ago at WFIL 
as an apprentice gabber for free, has 
been transferred to the press depart- 
' ment. 
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+ { Kids Bootleg Sports Program 





Royal » 
went fancl 
radio ie 
ast 0 
fhere’s the bell. 

ou the big fight blow-for-blow. 


Somet 


off now. Good evening, friends.’ 


1 Brougham, sports editor of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 
ful recently during the Steele-Hostak fight here. 
‘pootlegging’ of sports events as follows: ‘This is the only broad- 
he Steele-Hostak battle, friends. They're in the ring now and 
Wait until I get my glasses adjusted, and I'll give 
Okay, here we go—wait a minute. 
hing’s wrong. Somebody’s on the floor. 
They're raising somebody’s hand. Somebody ... Well, I’m signing 


(Hostak flattened Steele in two minutes of the first heat.) 


Seattle, Aug. 16. 


Kidded 


Something’s happened. 











Federation of 


American 
its announcer 


Artists has concluded 
agre 

contract covering all performers on 
sustaining programs has gone into 
effect. Both pacts became operative 
last Sunday (14). Announcers at| 
CBS are not included, being covered 
py their own outfit, the American 


) ments call for a 
shop. 


According to the new agreement 
with NBC, announcers may be em- 
ployed in the ratio of at least four 
seniors to one junior. Seniors 
defined as those with commercial ac- 
counts or those permitted com- 
mercials. Juniors become seniors 
when they get commercials, but may 
not be submitted for two years. 
However, they may take commercial 


shows if specifically asked for by 
sponsors. 
Basic sustaining pay for senior 


announcers is $250 a month. Juniors 
start at $110 and are raised on a 
sliding scale over two years to $175. 
However, they may be raised faster. 
It is specified that (except under 
existing contracts) no announcers 
may be offered to sponsors without 
extra pay. 

Agreément calls for a 40-hour, 
five-day week, with two weeks 
vacation after a year. Announcers 
working legal holidays may have an- 
other day off to compensate. Spe- 
cial provision is made for computing 
time taken on special events outside 
the studio. The pay and vacation 
stipulations are retroactive as of 
July 1. Deal also has an arbitration 
clause similar to that of the singer 
and actor contract. 

There are 26 senior and six junior 


—* at NBC affected by the 
eal, 





OPPOSES LUX 
MONDAYS 


Opposition to the Lux Radio Theatre 
on CBS Monday nights. 
the Eddie Duchin orchestra, for 
almolive, with the NBC-red 
(WEAF) the link and the time, 9:30 
to 10 Pm. Starting date for the 
Palmolive-Duchin alliance is Sept. 4. 


= contenders in the toilet soap 
eld. Benton & Bowles is 
agency on the Palmolive account. 


Vadsco’s 23 Outlets 


Vadsco Sales Corp. 
Stations, some of 
pe to be filled by off-the-line re- 
in - Broadcasts start Oct. 7 
c e Gumbinner agency. Using 

Curt of Human Relations’ as pro- 
gram. 


Plugs Quinlax Cold Tablets. 


——$_... 





Helen Leighton Retagged a 
Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Women’s Leighton, who reviews 
"Wine | activities _in her daily 
“ sedge the News’ show on WIP, 

renewed for another year 


Seenec: . 
idinets by Philadelphia Dairy 


Helen 





D aa siale as 

oe oan Novis landed the vocal 

— Fibber McGee and Molly. 
SWitches to Hollywood 


series in Chi- 


atter 


rst 
— Weeks of new 


' 
| 
| 
are | 
| 
j 


Guild of Radio Announcers and | 
Producers, but otherwise the agree- | 
complete AFRA | 


| 





PALMOLIVE 


Palmolive Soap has elected to go | 


It will be} 


Palmolive and Lux are the top| 


the | 


is set for 23) 
them Mutual and | 


Announcers’ Wage Scale Fixed: 
Seniors, $290; Juniors, $110 Monthly 


laine + 
| 
Radio | 





TIME SLOWS DEAL 


ement with NBC and the whole | Joe E. Brown Romp for Post Toasties | 


Needs Right Spot for Kids 


Because of the lack of good NBC- 


red or Columbia time General Foods | 


is hesitating about putting on Joe E. 
Brown for Post Toasties this fall. 
Latter product is on the Benton & 
Bowles list. 

Agency has been maneuvering 
around for a choice kid period on 
either network but the prospects so 


| far don’t look bright. 





38 Bid, 2 Survive 


In Race for Acct. 
Of Savings Banks 


It will be three or four weeks be- 
fore the special publicity committee 
of the Savings Banks Association of 
New York State will decide whether 
it wants to go on the air or what 
advertising agency is to handle the 
job. List of 38 agencies bidding for 
the business has been reduced to 
two. 

Preliminary details of the proposed 
co-operative campaign are being 
cleared through Lyon, Sturgis & Co., 
New York p.a. firm. 





Davega Copy Rapped 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

Davega City Radio, Inc., New 
| York, needs to sapolio advertising 
| copy, FTC charged in complaint al- 
leging unfair competition in sale of 
| sets. Davega copy causes belief re- 
|reseivers are being sold at big dis- 
counts without purchase of any 
other article, FTC squawks, but ac- 
tually suckers” must spend $3.95 to 
$5 for antenna to obtain sets at low 
prices. 

Copy displays cut prices of sets in 
big type, and catch in deal, required 
purchase of supplementary equip- 
ment, in much smaller type, often 
in part of ad far removed from price 
and description of sets, complaint 
charges. Davega has usual 20 days 
to answer squawk. 


KDKA Spieler to NBC 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 

Winner of a competitive audition 
staged recently at Radio City, Glenn 
Riggs, senior announcer at KDKA 
| here, shifts to New York this week 
to join NBC announcing staff. Riggs 
is one of the pioneers in radio here, 
having joined KDKA in 1929. 

As a result, Bill Sutherland moves 
into top spot among KDKA spielers 
and Dick Hogue comes on from NBC 
announcers’ school to fill vacancy 
made by Riggs’ departure. 


| 

| SMARTIES’ BUILDUP 
Henry Frankel has set the Smar- 

ties for a sustaining build-up on 

| WOR, New York. Heard Tuesday- 

Thursday at 6.45 p.m. 











Made up of Frimm Sisters and 
Frank Raye. Harold Cooke does the 
arrangements. 

John Conrad Joins WLW 
Cincinnati, Aug. 16 


John Conrad joined Crosley 
WLW and WSAI staff last week to 
work with Herb Flaig on specia 
events. 

Conrad was public relatior lirec- 
tor of KWK, St. Louis, for past five 
j years, 





ANNOUNCERS SHOULD BE OUTSIDE TALENT 


Labor Board Hearings Develop Philosophy of Mis-. 
souri City on Spielers—No ‘Intimidation’ by Merle 
Jones, Examiner Decides 








St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
| During the last session of the 
seven-day hearing before Trial Ex-’? 


aminer J. J. Fitzpatrick of NLRB 
during which AFRA sought to show 
that gabbers of four local radio sta- 
tions, KSD, KWK, WEW and KMOX, 
should be included with actors and 
warblers and free lance performers 
in a wage bargaining unit, the ques- 
tion of whether Merle S. Jones, gen- 
|}eral manager of KMOX had violated 
the Wagner Labor Act by talking to 
witnesses before and after they had 
| testified at the hearing proved to be 
a flash in the pan although it en- 
livened the proceedings. 

When questioned by Alan Perl, at- 
torney for NLRB, concerning this in- 
cident Jones said the best record 
|could be established by recalling 


each witness KMOX employed and 
asking them specifically if he had 
not definitely told them that any 


conversation he had with them must 
not influence their testimony and 
|further that he told them 
|whichever way they testified it 
|would have no bearing on their 
|status as employes. This statement 
| satisfied Perl that there had been no 
| violation of the Wagner Act and the 
| incident was closed. 

| Hearing ended shortly afterwards 
| 


'in the Federal Building Friday (12) 
when the stations submitted docu- 
|mentary evidence, consisting of the 
| number of all classes of radio work- 
|ers employed by the involved sta- 
jtions during the six months period 
|starting Feb. 1. This information 
| was requested by Perl. Approxi- 
| mately 25 witnesses were summoned 
by both sides and many of them 
were recalled to the stand several 
times for further examination. 
expects NLRD to hand down a de- 
| cision in about 60 days. 

Versatile Spielers 





| sole counsel 
| Cooley who testified he was a former 
| actor employed by KSD as a gabber 
|for six months. He cited instances 
|in which he said gabbers had been 
| called on to sing or take part in a 
dramatic sketch. Cooley further tes- 
tified he had been paid as an actor 
when he appeared in two KSD 


had agreed to bargain with AFRA 
if a separate unit was set up for 
gabbers. In the period between 


Cooley testified 23 KSD employes, 


ition is 
| grams. 


that | 


|to act 


staff employes and that they have a 
much greater interest in the station 
than entertainers. The’ gabbers, 
Jones said, have a greater continuity 
of employment and if two bargain- 
ing units were established there 
would be no conflicting interest be- 
tween gabbers and singers and ac- 
tors. He further asserted that if 
only one bargaining unit were 
created the gabbers will be con- 
trolled by the entertainers. Jones 
concluded with the statement that 
announcing was the most important 
broadcasting work at KMOX as only 
about 25% of the time at this sta- 
devoted to local ‘live’ pro- 
He said about 50% of the 
time is given to net pro- 
originating outside of St. 
Louis and the rest of the time, ex- 
cept for transcribed programs, is 
used in sports, news, drama, civic, 
religious and educational programs 
of which 212% is drama requiring 
local dramatic talent. 
Cantor No Actor? 


station’s 
grams 


Eddie Cantor’s status as an actor | Louis 


was in dispute when Mrs. Claire 
Marie Harrison, continuity super- 
visor at KWK, testified that come- 


d:ans who perform fo- themselves are 
not actors. 
your opinion Eddie Cantor (national 


ests of 


| trial 
| realizing 


UNION, ST. LOUIS STATIONS DECLARE 


+ 





gabbers differ greatly from 
those of singers and actors and free 
lance entertainers. There was no 
charge of unfair labor practices in- 
volved in the hearing. Through the 
Jeffe and defending counsel 
that the issue in con- 


troversy is one that may affect the 
entire broadcasting field devoted 
much time to details, etc 
Immediately afte: the hearing 
ended Jaffe boarded a rattler for 
New York asserting that the mid- 
west heat was tco much for him. 
Examiner Fitxpatrick departed for 


Washington to 
NLRB 


make h 


report to 


ST. LOUIS FOR 


| 


She was asked, ‘Then, in | 


president of AFRA) is not an actor?’ | 


Her ‘No’ wowed the crowded court- 
room. Mrs. Harrison supported the 
contention of the stations that an- 
nouncers are very seldom called on 
in dramatic skits. She said 
KWK had a rigid rule prohibiting 


|} announcers acting. 


Perl | 


Last witness called by Henry Jaffe, | 
for AFRA, was Frank | 


Larry Neville, KMOX continuity 
writer, testified control of the union 
should not be in the hands of those 
‘invading the field for pin money or 
for pleasure. Marvin E. Mueller, 
gabber at KMOX, testified that while 
the technique of gabbers and actors 
is closely related he personally pre- 
ferred a separate unit for the former. 
He said he didn’t think there was a 
possibility of free lance artists gain- 
ing control of the union through su- 
perior numbers. 

Stuart M. Chambers, assistant 
manager at KSD, testified there was 
no interchangeability in the func- 


| tions: of gabbers and singers and ac- 


March 1 and June 1 of this year | 


including five gabbers, were mem- | 


bers of the union while 18 others, in- | 


cluding two gabbers and five com- 

mentators were non-members. 
Examiner Fitzpatrick denied mo- 

| tions of counsels for the stations that 


| the AFRA petition be dismissed on | 
| the grounds that AFRA failed to 
show there was sufficient evidence to | 


|prove the union was an appropriate 
;one, that there was sufficient evi- 
dence to show the union was au- 
thorized to represent announcers, 
singers and actors and free lance 
performers and failed to show that 
| free lance workers were employes 
| of the stations. 

| Chester G. Renier, program direc- 
itor at KMOX, first witness in be- 
half of the stations which contend 


sketches. Cooley said he knew KSD | tors and, in his opinion, there exists 


a ‘very definite line of demarcation.’ 
KSD filed a motion when the hear- 
ing started in which it cited four 
NLRB cases in which it was found 
that salaried employes should not be 
included with hourly paid workers 
in the same bargaining unit. In the 
same motion the station also ques- 
tioned to what extent free lance ar- 
tists could be regarded as employes. 
The motion stated that 75 artists 
worked for an average of three and 
a half hours in a three-months’ pe- 
riod, 
Average Wages 


First mention of wages during the | 


re- 
the 


hearing arose when Jones was 
called to the stand. He said 


average pay of gabbers was consid- | 


erably higher than that of free lance 
and staff singers and actors, the 


| gabbers getting from $40 to $60 per 


announcers should be placed in a/ 


separate unit, testified that only 
rarely do gabbers at KMOX act 
there and it was their duty to sell 


the public and the duty of actors to | 


entertain over the air. Renier tes- 
tified a good gabber is not always a 
good actor. He said that five of the 
nine gabbers at KMOX had ex- 
pressed a desire for a union but 
were unanimous in their opinion 
that a separate unit should be estab- 
lished for them. Renier advanced 
the opinion that there should be six 
separate units of radio performe: 
because each group had problems of 
a different nature. 
Merle Jones, 
Harry ‘Pappy’ hillbilly 
m.c.; Arthur Casey, production man- 
wer. and France Laux, chief gabber 


general 


Cheshire, 


manager: 





ill of KMOX followed Renier. Jone 
serted that the tation had no ob- 
iection to collective bargaining with 
AFRA if there was a separa unit 
for gabbers and the unit represent 
( if pe e! He 
of ibbers and 1 act 
were entirely different. Jones 
testrfied that gabbers were regular 


week minimum while staff actors re- 
ceive from $10 to $25 and staff war- 
blers from $15 to $50. Free lance 
singers and actors, Jones said, were 
paid on a performance basis, the pay 
ranging from a minimum of $2.50 
to $25 per appearance, 

Ray Dady, studio 
KWK, testified that few free lance 


ACTORS UNION 
CONVENTION 


St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
Don Phillips, president of the St. 
Chapter of AFRA, has re- 
ceived word from Emily Holt, exec- 
utive secretary in New York that the 
first annual convention of AFRA will 
be held here starting Novy. 14. 
Phillips is not certain how long the 
confab will last but expects the 
sessions to run at least three days, 
He has asked Miss Holt if Eddie 


| Cantor, president, Lawrence Zibbett, 





| 
| 
| 





supervisor of | 


performers in St. Louis receive as! 


much as $50 per month and that one 
man whom he regarded as the most 
popular actor in the burg ‘averaged 
about $85 a month in good seasons.’ 
Al S. Foster, general manager of 
WEW, testified that the responsibili- 
ties of gabbers in smaller 
uch as WEW, were much 
those in the larger 
therefore, maintain a sena- 
unit. Foster pointed out that 
AFM permits its members to 
dramatic parts and there ha 
with AFM on that 


the second laugh 
when he a 


stations, 
preatler 
than ones and 
hould, 
rate 
the 
take 
trouble 
Foster got 
the hearings 
that WEW didn’t need 
as it had Jack Norder who 
takes 27 different parts in WEW 
he Bill Durbin, a staff gabb 


een no 
rf re 
t 
Oo! erted 
free lance 
ictor 


| 
| 


| Grace Moore, Lily Pons, Jack Benny 


and other celebs in the organization 
may be expected to attend. 

On the basis of a national mem- 
bership of approximately 6,000 and 
the by-laws fixing one delegate to 
each 25 members Phillips believes 
between 1,500 and 2,000 members 
will be on hand for the convertion. 
Phillips is awaiting word from na- 
tional headquarters as to whether 
national officers will assist the local 
execs in arranging details of the con- 
fab. 





SALESMEN’S ‘UNION’ 


LOOKS FORGOTTEN 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

Plan to take their case to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board has 
been dropped by the six salesmen 
at WPEN who were fired two weeks 
ago for organizing a union. Inas- 
much as several have already ob- 
tained other jobs and all accepted 
checks in full payment for what was 
due on recurring commissions, there 
is little inclination to push the sta- 
tion on violation of the Wagner act. 

Outlet continues to be operated 


without salesmen at all, although 
Arthur Simon, manager, indicated 
several might be added later on. 


Simon, in the meantime, is handling 
all renewal biz himself. Some of 
the ex-solicitors have declared them- 
selves agencies and are bringing the 
station contracts at the regular 
agency commish. 





But He Was Out for a Time as 
Chicago AFRA Prexy 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

After sending out announcement 
that Carlton Brickert resigned as 
president of local chapter American 
Federation of Radio Artists as of 
yesterday (15), AFRA offices then 
claimed that the announcement ‘was 
in error’ and Brickert would remain 
in office and complete his first one 


year term or until the board of di- 
rectors meet Sept. 28. 
Brickert gave as his reason for 


leaving, in letter addressed to 6060 
AFRA members localls tre of 
personal busine which included a 
crowded network hedule as actor 
|} and announcer 
i auecati ‘ heen rumored for 
some time tl ‘ ce Gisse 
tion d t ! 
change of f 1 
ota “ 
‘ 
Meredith Willson , * * 
fT ° a 
7 a, tO Vises 
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tations 


Warned Home-Made Disc 


Jobs May Involve Them As 


Infringers of Dwyer Patent 


+ 


Frank Dwyer, pioneer in record- 
ing research, has retained Joseph 
V. McKee, former New York mayor, 


to bring action against those re- 
cording equipment manufacturers, 
studios and stations which fail to 
obtain from him licenses for the 
lateral method of cutting § tran- 
scriptions Dwyer has through 
itigation established his patent 
rights to a stencilling which pro- 


more than 3% minutes 
time and 10 inches of 
exempts phonograph 
but applies to _ transcrip- 
tions. 
Licenses 





have already been ob- 
tained from Dwyer by ERPI, RCA 
and Decca and Dwyer’s counsel 
now directing his attention to the 
makers of station cutting equip- 
ment such as Presto and Fairchild. 
Stations with recording equipment 
have been advised that unless the 
required licenses are obtained they 
» treated as infringers and that 
in the jobs 
as defendants. 


is 


ilved dise 


sponsors iny 


will be c¢ 
ALL BANKS ON AIR 


All 


»-named 


Macon’s Four Repositories Use 
Radio Advertising 
Macon, Ga., Aug. 16 
dio station WMAZ has lined up 
banks 100%. Four banks 


variety of spots the 


Ra 
the local 
each use a 
ether. 

First National is 
nouncements for 
Luther Williams’ Son, a_ private 
bank, uses services for three to six 
months. City Bank & Trust started 
last month presenting a little-known 
fact about Macon on four spots each 
week. 

Now 
signed 
the end 


Radio Stations to Fight 
Increased Customs Duty 
On Imported Platters 


Regina, Sask., Aug. 16. 

Western Broadcasters Association 
has decided to submit a brief to the 
Ontario government opposing the 
duty increase on transcriptions which 
is scheduled to go into effect next 
month. Among those who voted in 
favor of making the protest, during 
the recent annual meeting of the 
WBA in Banff, Alta. was M. V. 


on 


an- 
year. 


using daily 


third 


its 


has 
day 


& Southern 


signals a 


Citizens 
for two-time 
of the month. 


Chestnut, manager of CKCK, Regina. | 


Belief was expressed at the con- | 
vention that the increased impost 
would particularly hit the small in- 
dependents. 


GERMAN PROGRAMS 


XEQ, MEXICO POLICY 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 


XEQ, a new 50,000-watter, will 
start operations late this month. 
Radio Americana is the outfit be- 


hind the project. 


Station will specialize in the re-| 
broadcasting of European programs, | 


mostly German. 





Wrong Cue 





London, Aug. 1. 
Meredith Willson, NBC maes- 


tro in Hollywood, on a visit 
here, couldn’t figure out the 
British Government’s cue- 


sheets, after getting a hinge at 
the changing of the guards at 
Buckingham Palace. 

As the King’s finest paraded 


off, they did so to the strains of 
(1) an American march by 
Sousa, and (2), it was titled, of 


all things, ‘Liberty Bell,’ which 
more or less symbolic of 
America’s rebellion against the 
British. 


1S 


Oboler Script on BBC 


London, Aug. 5. 
BBC has taken Arch Oboler’s 
Money, Money, Money,’ for perform- 
ance in early September, and will 
spot it around 10:45 pm. as first of 
series of 30-min. chillers under gen- 
eral title of ‘Lights Out.’ 





in line for the leads. 














| 
| 
| 


BLACKPOOL 
REMOTE RATES 
HIGH 


London, Aug. 5. 
How to get year’s best radio 
variety bill for nothing has been 
solved by BBC, which is taking lis- 
teners for a mike tour of Blackpool, 


famous northeast coast resort, where | 
all the toprank shows playing in an} 
be | 


Protran nut ot NEW RADIO BUILDING 


entertainment-mad town will 


visited in turn. 
Summer series 


of big-scale broad- 


casts from the seaside, and, although | 


not first mike tour of Blackpool, will 
be easily the most thorough 
attempted. 
Popular names to be heard 

Lacy, 
Stone, 
band, Tessie O’Shea, 
Frank Randle, Ber- 
tini and his band, Sandy Powell, 
Norman Evans, Douglas Wakefield, 
Nat Gonella, Philip Martell orches- 


loway, George 
Welch, Maxine 
Jack Hylton’s 

Robert Naylor, 


tra, Harry Korris, Benny Ross, Jan | 


Hurst orchestra, and Norman New- 
man band. 

To U. K. listeners, a bill of such 
magnitude represents a dozen regu- 


lar variety shows rolled into one, 


Jewell Sets Up at WWJ 


Detroit, Aug. 16. 

James Jewell’s first act since be- 
coming WWJ’s program and pro- 
duction chief is formation of chil- 
dren’s theatre of the air, a similar 
organization of which he _ started 
several years ago as groundwork for 
talent at WXYZ. New juve stock 
company, tagged Jeweil Play-House, 
will comprise kids from 5 to 15 years 
old, and will present weekly visual 
show in WW4J'’s radio theatre here. 

Will be chosen in private auditions 
and required to undergo three 
months of specialized training un- 
der Jewell to qualify. Group ex- 





| pects to include singers, dancers, in- 


strumentalists, actors, comedians, 
trios, dance line and junior chorus 
of 20 voices. 





Richard R. Haynes, chief engineer 


| off for 
lrials will 


ever | 


in- | 
clude Reginald Dixon, Stanley Hol- | 
Elisabeth | 
Anton Dolin, | 


| dentally, but a purely local Farrell, 
|who’s pretty familiar with BBC's 
| mikes. 

| Oboler is script 


an American 


writer, 


RICH DIET OF 


London, Aug. 5. 
} 
| 


Foretaste of BBC program sched- | 


suggests 


lule for the fall go deliberate 
move to fill out with drammer, and 


sorts for ether presentation. It’s to 
be feature shows as to half of them, 
with full-length § straight 
and short plays equally dividing the 
rest, latter lists taking in serials, of 
which three will be done in response 
to success of recent ‘Count of Monte 
Cristo’ on-and-on version. 


the 
pro- 


cade’ (about the third) is on 
schedule, others to highlight 
gram, including Flecker’s ‘Hassan’— 
they’ve done that before, too—‘The 
Wind and the Rain,’ and Barrie’s 
‘Mary Rose.’ Nova Pilbeam is ticked 
title role in last listed. Se- 
include Hugo’s ‘Les Mis- 
'erables’ and Tenence de Marney will 
star. 





PROJECTED BY BBC 


\ London, Aug. 5. 
In a matter of weeks, builders will 
start work which will more than 
double the size of British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. headquarters at Portland 
place. Schedule to have whole 
extensions ready in two years from 
now, giving greatly increased admin- 
istrative, studio and engineering de- 
| partments. 


is 


Extension is designed as 
| block above first floor level, with 
control suite on eighth and restau- 


|rant on ninth; with a light court oc- 


| . . 
cupying entire centre of the struc- | 


ture. Below ground level studio ac- 
|commodation will include general 
| purposes studio (80 ft. by 54 ft. by 
30 ft. high), three dramatic 
an effects studio and a group of re- 
hearsal rooms. 


tectural entity. 

First to be done is pulling down 
present buildings on site, which, to- 
gether with clearance work, will 
|}mean several months, and it is in- 
| tended complete structure shall be 
ready for occupation before close of 
1940. 





Gladys Greenburg Smith, who has 
been Des Moines merchandising pro- 





Norman | 
Shelley and Charles Farrell reported | 


It isn’t Gaynor’s ex-partner, inci- | 








————= 





Announcers 


Style Sheet 





WGAR, Cleveland, jacked up his 
letin with the following ‘Don’ts:’ 
Barking announcers should cut 


hurts product mentioned bu’ also 





BBC DRAMA 


Waits in Vain for Response from CBS, Goes Ahead 


on the tab are above 100 plays of all} 


numbers | 


Another shot at evergreen ‘Caval- | 


| was at one time the owner 
| erator 


| resenting 


office 


studios, | 


| week. 


As planned, extension will be 
slightly larger than the existing 
Broadcasting House, and architec- | 


tural treatment, which has had ap- | 
proval of Royal Fine Arts Commis- | 
|set for as little as $5. 


sion, will continue and amplify 
that of existing Portland place) 
facade, old and new portions of 


building forming a complete archi- | 
| tainment. 
‘built receiver 
in a couple of months, the Chinese | 


motion manager for KSO-KRNT, has | 


Peeved because of a couple of boners, John Patt, manager of 


softer and with better enunciation. 

Don’t handle a commercial like a baseball game or a prizefight; 
advertisers may resent sloppy handling. 

Make program plugs more persuasive; aggressive tone not only 


Voice with a smile or personality, although hokumish, sells more 
goods than a flat, matter-of-fact voice. 
Watch your grammar more closely. 
badly on the station’s and advertiser’s intelligence. 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 
announcing staff by issuing a bul. 


down on the vocal steam and talk 


burns up listeners. 


Grammatical boners reflect 








CKAC's Radio 


Program Week 


on Own Starting Sept. 11 





FRED S. HART RESIGNS 


Out of KGMB, Honolulu—Living In 
California 


San Francisco, Aug. 16. 
of Fred S. Hart 

general manager of the Honolulu 
Broadcasting Company, Ltd., which 
operates KGMB, 
KHBC, Hilo, becomes effective Sept. 
l. Hart, 


pany, 








as 


Resignation 


Honolulu, and 


former owner of the com- 
at Cal., 
to extensive real estate and 


is Salinas, devoting 
himself 
ranching interests which he shares 
with Mrs. Hart. No 
has been made of his plans for fu- 
Hart 
and op- 
of KQW, San Jose, Cal., 


which he sold to Julius Brunton & 


announcement 


ture radio or other activities. 


| Sons before going to Honolulu sev- 


eral years ago. 
New local offices of the Honolulu 
Broadcasting Co, are in charge of 


John Blair & Co. is rep- 
the island stations in 
Washington, Oregon and California. 


L. D. West. 


Japs’ Cheap Sets Open 
Way for Better Quality 


Receivers, Says Philco 


Philadelphia, Aug, 16. 


Japs, in their 


China, are creating new markets for | 


American radios, Walter D. Barker, 
Far for 
Philco, said here during a visit this 
Instead of driving American 
out through 


Eastern sales manager 


and European goods 


'sale of low-priced sets, as the Japs 


hoped, they are creating new sales. 

Japs are copying American radios, 
Barker said, and selling a five-tube 
These radios 
are bought by natives who never 
way get accustomed to radio enter- 
And, when the cheaply- 
becomes a total loss 


turn to the American product. 

Turns Boy Counsellor 
Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

John Burt Langley, formerly in 

circulation department of Philly 

Ledger, handling carrier boys, has 

started weekly series on WPEN titled 
‘Boy Counsellor of the Air.’ 





+ 


undeclared war on | 
| 


Montreal, Aug. 16. 


for Radio 
| Program Week are being completed 
| here by Phil Lalonde, director of 
| station CKAC, with a two-hour open 
'air show scheduled to inaugurate 
week of Sept. 11 in Lafontaine Park 
before a probable of 
250,000. 


Plans promotion of a 


audience 


to the 
System, 


Originally submitted Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting pro- 
posal was to link all major American 


|and Canadian networks and ssstat- 
tions in ae gigantic international 
radio ballyhoo with as many of the 
important commercial programs as 
could be lined up to begin during 
ithe week of Sept. 11. With no re- 
sponse from CBS to date, station 
CKAC has decided to go it alone 
locally. 

An enormous stage will be used 


for the open air show, with special 
lighting effects and a P.A. system. 
First broadcast opening Radio Week 


officially will be from CKAC Sun- 
day, Sept. 11, from 8 to 9 p.m. 
It is understood that a_ special 


edition, tabloid form, to be printed 
by La Presse carrying photographs 
of the and the performers 
will agencies and spon- 


sors the U.S.A. and 


crowds 
sent to 
throughout 
| Canada 

CKAC is lining up first 
line shows as possible for the week, 


be 


as many 


Ford, Lux, Lowney’s Chocolates, 
|Young & Rubicam accounts, and 
thers being scheduled for Radio 


| Week 


10 Can. Outlets 
Will Be Hit By 


Gov t's Stations 


Some 10 radio stations in Canada 
are due to be deprived of network 
service from the government line 
during the coming winter. In both 
| cases, east and west, establishment 
of new government 50,000-watters 
is expected to signal the end of the 
link for the indies. 

When the Canadian Broadcasting 
Co. has its 50 kw. plant in the 
Maritime provinces ready around 
December, these stations will lose 
what now amounts to about nine 
hours a week of network commer- 








Ray Lewis Heads Frisco | 


of KMAC, San Antonio, operated on} gone to Fort Collins, Colo., where Crime Prevention and Playground | 


cial: CHNS, Halifax; CHSJ, St. 








Office of Wax Company in Nix hospital, recuperating from) her husband has established a law | associations have given official nod John; CKCW, Moncton; CJCB, Syd- 

| eeeeen. practice. ‘to the show. ney; CFNB, Frederickton; CFCY, 

San Francisco, Aug. 16. | ss a —— = : oe oo - iia ait Charlottetown, Prince Edward Is- 
Recently organized National Tran- | land 


scription Recording Co. has opened 
offices here with Ray Lewis as gen- | 
eral manager. Lewis was formerly | 
account exec at KFRC for two years | 
and previously with other bay area | 
stations. Transcribed versions of 1 
Want a Divorce,’ drama sponsored | 
by S. & W. Fine Foods, Inc., over | 
the coast NBC-Red web, and other | 
commercials are being offered by the 
new firm. 

Radio time placement and produc- 
tion will be handled by an agency 
to be formed for that purpose, it i: 
planned. | 





Sam Haggerty of CJGX, Yorkton, 
Sask., has left to join CJRM, Re- 
gina, with the departure from the 
engineering staff of that station of 
Claude Lynch, press operator, who 
has joined Trans Canada Airlines as 
radio operator. 


Montreal, Aug. 16. 

With independent time selling vir- 
tually eliminated by the Canadian 
Association of Broadcasters, produc- 
tion of radio shows by well-known 
ing agencies and independent 
ad men is beginning to increase 
throughout Canada. Agencies are 
cening to the fact that something 
be done to fill in the gap left by 
the time salesmen who previously 

I production ideas. 

Advertising Agency has 
retained Lucien Pariseau, former 
newspaperman, to head a radio pro- 


advertis 


awet 
must 
submitte 


Canad 


lian 


will 


own 


duction department. Agency 
audition talent and oper:ute 
recording studios, for sample only. 
Vickers & Benson are planning to 
enlarge radio production department 
shortly, it is understood, while 
Emery Phaneuf, well-known French- 
Canadian attorney, has started Indus- 
trial Broadcasting, a rad 
agency. In Toronto reports 


advertising agencies and f 


its 


is 
duction 


are that 


» pl 


*smen are also rushing to radio 


a 
Salt 
production. 


Among the most prominent adver- 





tising men here to go into radio pro- 


yrmer time 





Can. Agencies, Brokers Eliminated. 
Must Go In For Air Production 


duction is Charles Holmes, 
known in French-Canadian 
paper advertising circles. 
Holmes was one of the first adver- 
men in Canada to advise 
clients against the literal translation 


well 
news- 


tising 


f English copy into French by 
Parisian purists in Ontario. Holmes 
battled successfully for copy to be 
written especially for French-Cana- 

in readers, without regard to Eng- 
lish text, and succeeded in con- 

ncing advertisers of the necessity 
u Writing special copy for French 


ige periodical: 


In Saskatchewan province, a 50- 
kw. transmitter due in November, or 
thereabouts, will unloop CKCK, Re- 
gina; CHAB, Moose Jaw; CKBL 
Prince Albert; CPQC, Saskatoon. 

This will cause the stations in- 
volved added overhead in tran- 
scriptions and talent to maintain 
present hours of operation. 





Temple Games for WIP 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16 
WIP has been inked by N W. Ayer 


Aca — 4 ‘ +} ! 
gency to carry all Temple foo yall 


ames during the coming reason [0! 
\tlant Refining Gabber hasn't 
been named yet, but Byrum Saam, 
who did the games last year and is 
now doing baseball on the outlet, 
probable choice. 
WIP will also carry three Vil- 


total of 12. 


*s, making a 
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GINGERING THE SABBATH 


” Felix Green Back from England ny Ay |S 





BAIT 
TINT ENLIVEN 


' 


Large Increase in Exchange Programs Between Two 
English- Speaking Countries 


¢ = ‘ 








Beis Broadcasting CrP. ”D, ‘Jean Clement, French, 
ir a ou 
Imported to Quebec 


the ne xt three months, about | 
n Beaman. | 
~ ble the customary number 
ou eae 
also be an increase in 
There will c 
Montreal, Aug. 16. 
Jean Clement, French singer. is 
scheduled to come back to Canada 


the number of English programs 
this fall, under contract to Grothe | THEATRE SLANT 


rd in the U. S., although not 
are as many as pumped the other 
n 

Tobacco for 26 weeks over a network staan 
of French-Canadian stations. 


taining 


Felix Green, North American | 
ae ee B. B. C., returned Monday 
13) on the Normandie after we 
months in England setting the deals. | 

Among the shows to be pumped 
from America to England will be a 
new series of Raymond Gram Swing} 


Clement will plug Grad cigarettes. 
Under option for 26 weeks, vocalist 


ams 
 eedwey by Alistair Cook, ome 
light instrumental shows by NBC oe oe an 
and a continuation of the U. S.j| WOrK oO ive stations. be 
dance band series. 
grams will be heard in America. 
Green’s London 
his regular business trips he makes 
a couple of times a year. He has 
no further plans to go again for) 
some time, but expects to go to the 
country late this week for a short avhee 


some | ‘Laurentian sscuntaineers’ over 
CHRC and a French-Canac 


( 


half-hour weekly. top material, but many 


a ae eee lignt and carefree material 


rest How theatres will react to 
he 1eEhanr Aico > 
aan i Quebec, Aug. 16. _| posal to 
J. A. Hardy, on CHRC sales staff, 
, ng corp. hasnt 
advertisers on behalf of F: sets -lan- 
16 guage radio production ideas 


] 


Washington, Aug 
One out of every five persons in 
Sweden now has a broadcast re- 
ceiver, the Commerce Department 
reports. Radio licenses now out- 
standing in nation number 1,156,781, 
or 184.1 per 1,000 inhabitants. 
Rest of country better market than 
city of Stockholm, report indicates, Bee sition here. 


tertainment on Sundays. 


iit 


as in capital ratio is 247.2 receivers Sets will be offered at $150, pay-} Day’s full schedule will inclu 
per 1,000 population. able at $1.50 per weekly installments. ' ligious services with star prea 


RADIO Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 41 
Tele phone Femple Bar 504t-5042 








Looks Like BBC Will Make 
Drastic Attempt to Make 
Seventh Day More Enter- 


London, Aug. 
Putting all its eggs in one basket | Aug. 20 date on current BBC Satur- 
will probably be held over. is gag to be worked by British a Series © relays fron 
- ee re it uae Re oho ied ceil oO American dance combinati 

Saturdays, six talks on Grother Tobacco Co. will sponso1 Broadcasting Corp. for a star- 
ded Sunday program which is likely 
lian net-, to start lively controversy before it 
nning in ever gets to tue m ke. Broad 
© —— e dav over 
Few e of the pro- October. for a period of 26 W reeks, ] to five W hol Gay over to 


~ , 14 . , _ a al 
visit was one of Exact date has not yet been ar-| Planned go well beyond normal 
ranged. bounds of Sunday presentation, 
etting 


include musical comedy 

. farce, with toy liners, played before 

e Oc f+ . hy nt y Ye: 7 f : . 

Swedish Sets Data | B&s "Gi for, Morante. Montreal. Wind- | q studio audience, is one problem] dren’s Hour; and our old pal 
’ ’ apparentiy consiaerea, Spelling Bee. 

for licensing laws sit heavily on legit All 

houses, preventing use of light en- 


Yet BBC, 


es it seems, can get away with it, < 
Visio at $1.50 Weekly means to go the whole hog w 


— plans for filing in other spot 

London. Aug. 16 same day with the theatre organ, a 

P oe ; ripe Ap ‘ Ne "9 snetyre 

Television will go on commercial | S¢Ties of free and easy orchestra 

xhibit for sale at the Olympia Radio | tems and a variety bill—except that 
latter will be carefully weeded 


International Exchange Of 
Radio Directors Considered 
Possibility df Present Inquiries 





In England 





Meredith Wilson, of NBC 
did guest-conduct BBC Veriety 


chestra. He was taken sick in Paris 


and had to call it off. 


5. Benny Goodman is penci 


ud- | 
Sammy Kaye gets Aug. 13 


aim 
tip- | resume ‘Mr. and Mrs. Neen 


items |Of broadcasts in September; did three 


shows for BBC, but will return 
with | Six more comedy iter; 


led in for 





Billy Caryll and Hilda Mundy 





a good showing in contrast to sober 


tems ‘orn «will etie the mixture | 22C Symph Orchestra concer 
Sells Patois Programs items. Corp. will stir the mixture Shakespeare or classic straight 


well and call it ‘Masterpiece Sunday.’ 


classic 
star opera wroadcast: organ fe 
pro- 


or 


European events: first Sunday 


ments are working on plans at 


time, and it will be el 
anc 


practicability of throwing all 
good stuff into a single day 

questioned by many, and BBC 
have to face criticism that, if 


le re-| can do it one day, they should d 
chers:'! always 


heavy and light stuff; topical talk 
a big public name and a survey 
Chil- 


3roadcasting House depart- 


se on Christ- 
mas before show hits the mike 
with .: , 
: Aside from controversy likely 
S ©D' start by inclusion of free mate 


M eal, A l¢ 
Radio production f all 
part f the | h F d 
eventually the f S € 
offered opportunitie to si y Cana- 
dian broadcasting methods hould 


plans go through for the extension 
of the current arrangement for post- 
‘raduate training of Canadian pro- 
ducers at the BBC studios, London 

Understanding is that talks are 
now under way for arranging ex- 
change of producers with other parts 
of the British En 


ipire, 'n addition to 


proached 

Exchange facilities are now in ef- 
fect only between Great Britain and 
Canada. Matter is being taken up 
with Australia. While no informa- 
tion is available concerning possible 
invitations to French, German and 
Italian broadcasting officials to come 
ver to Canada, it is believed that 
during his European sojourn Rooney 


Pelletier, CBC program director in 
Montreal, will follow six months ob- 
servation at BBC with two months 
in French, Italian and possibly Ger- 


man broadcasting circles. 

Reported here that, in exchange 
for CBC program director Pelletier, 
the BBC sending over Lance Sieve- 
king, BBC producer. 

M. H. Allen serving up to British 
listeners specimens of current 
American humor ii program titled 
‘The Hell with It,’ which will be his 
third such effort. 
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DIRECTORY-—from 





HOLLYWOOD 


VARIETY 
1708 N. Vine St. 


STORE 
1620 N. Vine St. 


BRENTANO’S BOOK STORES 


PHILADELPHIA 
1726 Chestnut St. 


NEW YORK CITY 
586 Fifth Ave. 
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VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


Please send.. 


Name 


Address 


LONDON 


VARIETY 
SATYR BOOK 8 St. Martins Pl. 
Trafalgar Square 


copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
($5 per copy, postage prepaid; $5.10 per copy in New York City; 


duty not prepaid in foreign countries). 


GY cccedcawstistses ese seseees 


Firm Name ela. dé wet ace A Ae 


CHICAGO 
VARIETY 
54 West Randolph St. 


RANDOLPH NEWS 
SHOP 


63 West Randolph St. 


WASHINGTON 
1322 F St., N.W. 
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If Various States Forced Trademark 
esistry, Would Cost Colgate 1446 





Albany N. 
compulsory state 
would 


come out of money set aside by cotn- 


Y., Aug. 16. 


Costa of trade- 


mark registration have to 


panies for advertising in newspapers, 


magazines and radio, according to 


statements made by several speak- 
ers at the hearing held in the Capi- 
tol before a special « nittee of 
the , il A i f 
> I 
‘ in 
I ) in. f ind 

i t r e 

( 

d t 

] ‘ > i 
J Stat t e r ed 
a aiscu on-stuad I 

George McMillen, secretary of the 
Association of National Advertisers, 
with a membership of 44,000, was 
one of the men bringing up the point 
about the effect of state registration 
on advertising moneys In a brief 
filed with the committee MecMiller 
I tio! media. Like the othe 
Op] f IcMille ed 1 
state registratior would add to the 
tax burden of business and ould 
give no further protection to trade- 
mark holders than that already fur- 
nished by federal and common la\ 
C. E. Johnston, speaking for Colgate 
Palmolive-Peet, estimated that t 
would cost that company at least 
$144,000 to register its 300 trade- 
marks in 48 states, on a $10 mini- 
mum filing fee. 

Fritz Van Breson, described as an 
international expert on trademarks 
and representative at the hearing of 
the Merchants Association of New 
York and the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, expressed the opinion 
that state invasion of the federal 
field on trademark registration would 
cause difficulties in radio and othe 
fields. 

Among the big radio advertisers 
represented at the hearing were: 


Sterling Products, 
Carborundum 
Falls, by G. E. 
Products, by 
Corporation, 


by David Rasch; 
Company of Niagara 
Soley; Corn Refining 
D. F. Hoffman; Agfa 
of Binghamton, by 
Philip Hopkins. Trade groups in- 
cluded: National Manufacturers As- 
sociation, U. S. Trade Mark Associa- 
tion, Retail Toilet Goods Association, 
Proprietary Association of New 
York, Association of Manufacturers 
of Soap and Glycerine Products. 
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| gencies-Sponsors 
Atlantic Refining broadcasts of 
Yhio State University home games 
will be carried by WBNS, Colum- 
bus, this season. Possibility of Ohio 
network of several stations No 
announcer named 
Tube City Brewing Co. of McKe 
| ws 
We il Frid 
1%, 
eda e , Oe 
y K € i Ba re, tat I city 
manage Italian ag incing will 
€ ione yy Anthony Ortale At 
t p! iced ect 
* o 
Quarter-hour participation yn 
Woman’s Magazine the Air ove 
NBC Coast Red ip ha 
t r } LJ Oil ye f 
Aq 
effe Se December 1 
ange Lord i § H 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ renewal 
effective Sept. 26, on 12 Mutual-D« 
Lee California outlet Blacketi 
Sa yle-Hummert (QO ine ) 


Paul Jones cigarets, a Philip Mor- 


ris Co. output, has taken to news- 
casts and sports reviews for its test 
campaign. Already on the cig’s pay- 
roll are KMOX, St Louis, KMBC 
Kansas City, KNX, Los Angeles, and 
the Don Lee stations in northern 


California. 


It’s all news on the westcoast, 
Knox Manning 
B 


sportscasters 


KMOX and Jack Starr, KMBC. 


ni 
‘Shadow’ 


on 
Fran 


are 


KNX 
Hughes over Don Lee, while the 


with 


and John 


ce Loux on 


General Baking has bought Lone 
Ranger 
feature over WOL, Washington, be- 
ginning 


bought WOL’s 


no 


progr: 


Sept. 


Monday 
(5:30-6) has been 


im, 


30-mi 


nute Mutual 


26 Wheatena has 
4:45 to 5 spot begin- 
C15), Mutual’s 


sold over 


WOL to Delaware-Lackawanna 


Ford) 


Vermont Maid Syrup 
will 


ru 


naminu 


(Penick & 


announce- 


+ 
te 


ment campaign, starting in October, 
among 


New 


England, 


southeastern 


| 


Yale, and Nov 





Radio City’s Chimes 





NBC is broadcasting its of- 
ficial chimes through Radio City 
on the hour. Sound emanates 
from a loudspeaker behind the 
clock on the 50th street side 
of the International building. 


This loudspeaker is hooked up 
to an automatic set of chimes 
in the network’s control room. 

Three sets of clocks control 
the time-ringing device. One 
clock turns on the loudspeaker, 
another sets off the chimes and 











a third turns off the operation 

la at night ar d n agal 

the yr] r D (1] 

irie T t 

i 

] 
| 
S 
| 1 | 
| ' 

Coast tatlor d. Walter 
Chompso the ¢ 

Gordon Baking buying news re- 
port Has kayed five quarter- 
hours a week (7:15 to 7:30 a ) 
WBBM, Chicago 

L. Grief & Bros. (( H 
ST ] QQ ] + ) , + A W 
WBT., ¢ I tte r ( é 
yn the payroll for 13 weeks, wit! 
ne he ile calling IO tnre 
quarter-hours a week, 

Schwimmer & Scott agency, Chi- 
cago, last week split with the Morr 
B. Sach clothing stores, with the 
account moving over to the Wade 
agency 

S. & S. office had the account for 
around three years and put over 
amateur program on WENR for the 


client, 
Southern Beer Co. 
WGH, Newport News 


party (one hour). 


sponsoring 
Friday night 


KDKA is first under line among 


Pitt stations with announcement of 
football games it will broadcast next 
fall under Atlantic Refining Co. 
sponsorship. Starts Oct. 1 with 
Maryland and Penn State from 
State College, Pa., and schedule for 
remainder of series follows: Oct 


Bu 
Cross at Tech in Pitts- 
burgh; Oct Tech at Notre Dame; 
Oct. 29, Syracuse at Penn State; Nov. 
5, Lafayette at Penn State; Nov. 12, 
Carnegie Tech and Duquesne in 
Pittsburgh; Nov. 19, Harvard at 
24, Cornell at Penn. 


Carnegie 
99 


ah, 








oun 


ed an 





8, | 
cknell at Penn State; Oct. 15, Holy | 





Ww 


ednesday, August 


17. 1938 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 





KGLO, Mason City, Ia., 
it 


of a door-to-door pol 


has published for trade distributi 
underwrote 


tne res} 
determine family buying — 


5 


tc 
sh habit 


in north Iowa. The quizzer got around to 1,691 families, and foung out 
Ub 


what they preferred in such brands 


toilet soap, washing powder, baking powder, dentifrices, shaving 
automobiles and automatic refrigerators. 


Among the coffees radio advertised 


tadio-plugged laundry soaps drew 1, 


as flour, coffee, cereal, laundry soap 
vclaiities My 


SOap, 


brands rated 1, 3, 6, 9 and 10th pl 


3 ace, 
2 and 6th place, while w; 


Shine 
ishing pow. 


ders and flakes figured 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9 and 10th, and toilet soaps got 1, 9 9 

. os ne ‘ :T¢ ‘ea r- y Pe iohtle Se. 
4 6.7 and 8th rating. In the latter instance Palmolive ran sligt ly ahead 
f Lux. The air-allied dentifrices had all but the 10th spot and it » 

© Was 

pretty much the same for the cold cereals 

I C in, dean of WNYC, N. Y., announcers 

+ New ¥ Citv P 
" ) Vv A} , ‘ 
rt \f t ( i 
; ‘ 
( 1 Lné i t 1 
~ I « 
-_ 

+ ’ ; ‘ 15 T 4 

First facsimile machine for the transmission of written communications 
] been installed by Western Union Telegraph in the New York offices 
f the Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. Apparatus takes 
tne pl ice »f the teletype permitti! g the sending al 1 recelvin Y exact 
copy of the original matter. 

Messages are put on cylinders with photoelectric cell canning on the 
ending end and reproducing on the receiving end. 

é KSFO st t P e Hotel, San I é 
ed F (12) v é ( 
presentation of ‘Hol Showcase’ from the Palacs Rose R 

over a trans tinental Columbia Broadcasting System networl and a 

pper dance to which several hundred guests were invited by gener 
manager Philip G. Lasky and sales manager Henry Jackson 

Various stores in New York are handling Fred Wari vention, a 
motor-driven daiquiri cocktail shaker Used experimentally in seve 
highlight spots around New York, the bandman’s gadget | meet- 
ing with exceptionally favorable results. Now it’s being marketed for 
home consumption. 

Larry Nixon, of WNEW, New York, dickering on the sale of radio tran. 
scription rights to his travel book, ‘Vagabond Voyaging Meanwhile the 
book hit number two in the Los Angeles best seller list last week which 


stirred motion picture interest a 
in the eastern best seller statistics 


Julian Street of NBC has just stepped into the 10-years 


work. Present assignment 
for editorial attention 
roving assignment at CBS. 


IS stirrin 


Ithougl 


from the mag 


1 book is outside the charmed circle 


bt 





club it the net- 
g up of interest in radio as a the 
azines. John Lageman has a similar 


Confidential Biz Telegram Flashed 





Richmond Squabble Goes 
On as WRTD Says WRNC 


Decision Was ‘Capricious’ 


Washington, Aug. 16, 
Dubbing FCC decision ‘arbitrary 
and capricious’ FCC in granting 
juice jump to WRNL, Richmond, Va., 
same town’s Times Dispatch Radio 


took appeal from commish decision 
to U. S. Court of Appeals for Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Court proceed- 
ing, brought by Eliot 
WRNL counsel, smoked out possible 
intention of WMBG, Richmond 500- 
watter, to seek FCC rehearing in 
case, George O. Sutton, WMBG 
counsel, says will appeal if commish 
denies rehearing plea. 


peal is that FCC action is invalid be- 
cause it resulted from affirmative 
vote of only three of seven members 
of commission. Lovett asserts four 


which action taken, but only three— 
a minority—voted affirmatively, 
Decision attacked in Times-Dis- 
patch squawk is that of July 19, let- 
ting WRNL boost power from 500 to 
1,000 watts and operate unlimited 
time instead of daytime only. Court 
petition asserts there is no need for 
increased service, particularly at 


the commission 








a is arbitrary and 
capricious,’ 
Background is that commish is 


leery of appeals to courts on plaints | 
of unfair treatment because of re-| 


current demands 
investigation. Several commission- 
ers have been leaning over back- 
wards in recent proceedings to pre- 
vent even ghost of chance for bias 
charges, 


of Congressional 


Aylen to Vancouver 


Ottawa, Aug. 16, 
Peter Aylen, CBL station manager, 
goes to Station CBR, Vancouver, re- 
placing J. R. Radford, who goes to 
Toronto. Changes effective Oct. 1. 


Corp., licensee of WRTD, today (16) | 


C. Lovett, | 


First ground of Lovett-WRTD ap- | 


were present at commish session at | 


night, and ‘the contrary finding of | 


Among KSF0's Congrats Marathon 


San Francisco, Aug. 16 

| Flashed across an_ illuminated 
| translux box before the eyes of sev- 
}eral hundred guests, including rival 
| Station execs, at dedicatory festivi- 
| ties at the opening of KSFO’s new 
|studios Friday night (12), a con- 
| fidential reply from Jack Joy, of 
| KHJ, Los Angeles, to manager Phil 
Lasky’s offer of the post of KSFO 
|musical director was made public 
| before Lasky even knew Joy’s an- 
|swer had been received. 

| Wire from Joy was buried among 
scores of congratulatory messages 
which were being run through the 
special device in the Palace Hotel's 
Rose Room, and was read just a few 


|minutes after announcement had 
| been made that Jack Meakin is 
leaving the KSFO staff for New 
York. Joy’s telegram to Lasky re- 


vealed that he will come to San Fran- 
cisco this week to discuss Lasky’s 
offer. Meakin has been signed for 
a new NBC show for Nestle’s prod- 
ucts. 


| Quick search was made through 
| remaining telegrams to make cer- 
tain no more messages of a con- 


| fidential nature were around. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
New setup in production depart- 
|ment at KHJ and the Don Lee net 
| was occasioned last week with the 
departure of Jack Joy, program di- 
rector, and Ted Bliss, production 
manager. 

Van Newkirk, special events head 
for the station, moves into Joys 
berth and Charles Penman comes 
here from WJR, Detroit, to be pro- 


duction head. 
Detroit, Aug. 16. 
| Charles Penman, director of the 


‘Mummers’ at WJR for past eight 


| years, who goes to Don Lee west 
coast web as production director, 
once was Mae West's leading man 


(legit). He’s secon:’ WJR official to 
join Don Lee in past year, L¢W 
Weiss resigning his post here to bee 
come general manager of west cas! 
chain, 





Burns and Allen will drop off fof 
a personal in Kansas City en route to 
' New York, 





ay 


_ 
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New York Daily News 


New York Journal 


“VERY SWELL INDEED” 


New York lVorld-Telegram 


“DOWNRIGHT TERRIFIC” | 


Hammond (Ind) Times 


“SUPERB” 


“ELECTRIC” 


New York Times 


“GRATIFYING” 


New York Post 


“STIMULATING” | 


VARIETY 








“TOPS” 


Akron (Ohio) Press 


“CONSUMMATE” 


“VIVID” 


“NEW HIGH” 


“PERFECT” 


“SUPER-TALENTED” 


Smngular burst Person 


At the invitation, and on the facilities. 

of CBS, Orson Welles and his Mercury 
Theater play for the nation. dud the 
reigning First Person of Broadway has 
scored an instantaneous hit! \In the new 
CBS program called “First Person 
Singular” America has found its newest 
radio favorite. Each week Orson Welles 
adapts, directs, and acts one of the great 
“first person” stories of literature. Old 


and new, from “The Tale of Two Cities” 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 


to “The Thirty-Nine Steps’, these 
classics are taken out, brushed off, and 
broadcast in all their original excitement 


and newness. It’s great radio! 


But the Mercury Theater of the Air is only one of eight Columbia 


Network dramatic programs heard each week. ‘The Columbia Playbill 
has the widest possible variety of dramatic fare, for, beside rirsT PERSON 
SINGULAR, on Mondays, from 9-10 p. m., it includes the experimental 
COLUMBIA WoRKsHOP (Saturdays, 7:30-8 p. m.), the FouR CORNERS 
THEATER (Tuesdays, 8-8:30 p. m.), MEN AGAINST DEATH, an epic of 
science (Thursdays, 8-8:30 p. m.), AMERICANS AT work (Thursdays, 
10:30-11 p. m.), the BUFFALO PLAYERS of ‘stock’? fame (Fridays, 
3-3:30 p.m.), and, more for the children, Let’s preTeND (Tuesdave 


and Thursdays, §:30-6 p. m.). Here is radio’s most active theater. 
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Showmanship Is Grabbing Opportunity 
Plus Thinking Em Up Now ‘n Then 


By BILL SCHUDT, Jr. 
(General Manager, CBS-WKRC, Cincinnati) 


Showmanship is such an elusive woul. pledge the amount needed. 
: ? a ‘ P . ae ~~ antnac mc 
quality that its definition varies with | Thus the proposed broadcast was 
— er ee canceled and in its stead summer 
the person defining it; it is so all- jo oe 7 

: opera Officials appeared with the 
embracing that some who syeak of tal ‘Thank you, Cincin 
. , same talent on < hank you, Cincin- 

it leave out certain phases and in- cae _ ' feng ‘ . 

’ nati’ program. 
clude terms that others would not |“ Pa 
™} ’ : KRC uct 
think of. Therefore. showmanship The action of WKRC _ brough 
essentially is a personality in prac- forth comments of praise. Local 
tice, in action. The most prominent | Papers called it > new } I cniv- 
showman, then, is the person ith | alry, and the le City Was aware 
the most varied personality, or one of our friendly nterest in Cincin- 
who is willing to allow others to ex- | Nati’s cultural progre even when 
hibit theirs advancing that progress meant 
' — ‘ OSstiIn ur rivals Here's what 
As general manager of WKRC, I} , * 


, , , Paul Kennedy, radio editor of the 
work on the theory that a showman 


; ’ Cincinnati Post, said about the pro- 
is also an opportunist In addition, ; eg eon tinted 
I include the idea that stunts, nov- | PO°S% 9F08cast. 
elty, service and neighborliness are| ‘Station WKRC does the chival- 
just as valuable ingredients as the | TOUS thing Saturday night at 8:30, 
usually accepted role of radio. Our | hen it broadcasts a half-hour bene- 


station is flavored with these notions | fit show for the Summer Opera 
just as a fruit cake is with wine,|Fund. Perhaps this doesn’t make 
and our reputation depends on the |™ch of an impression on the aver- 
flavoring to the same extent that a | %e observer, but ir radio when a 
cake maker's depends on his or her Columbia station bea‘- the drum for 
ability to mix the sht. an enterprise which will be br 
But the best cast over NBC that’s new in 
illustration, That is an 
are these: ship of the higher 
tion presented an 


’ 
ade 
spices Pl ac 


radio.’ 
explanation is by 
and my first examples instance of showman- 


kind. The 
opportunity for 


Situa- 


At the beginning of summer there 


the stat ? be bigge th: anv- 

1 . tl station to be yigger lan an 

Was great doubt as .v whether the "se ek ae he | ; WKRC 

. + oOaY exnectec l oOo pe, ant ‘\ 

Cincinnati Summer Opera Associa- ; t ] izh to let tl ~~ 
was no ax enougn to iet the oppor- 

tion would be able to function for PE 

4 ey , : A tunity pass. 

its seventeenth consecutive season | : 

because of a lack of funds. The| Cinderella Grabbed 


schedule had already been made out: | 
tickets had been sold; a national net- 
work had bought broadcasting rights, 


Recently, a woman living in a 
small Kentucky town, a hundred 


miles from Cincinnati, wrote to Mrs. 


and everything was set. But the But, Leone WKROC woman's hews 
. t 4 S, ) WO! S 1eW 
association needed $2,000 to com- t ‘ : :: Sernie: aaoe 

lete tl Ses es - |commentator. Her letter was writ- 

plete the fund necessary for a guar- |, a On etaticnery net Chaes and not 
ten on stationery ‘heap an ( 


antee that the season would not be a . 
expensive and her handwriting pro- 


financial flop. Opera enthusiasts . | } 
; ae oS claimed fingers chat had done the 
pleaded for weeks, and failed, and es A 
bee work of a middle-class housewife 
finally opera officials announced that ‘th f ; ‘ d her taneuame 
with few luxuries and her language 
> scone > nC] \dear. c 
the schedule v ould not be under wan vary sereaih 
t.ken. At that time, altho:gh the 4 


‘Mrs. Lyons,’ she said, ‘I’m writing 
you for help. I want to knov. some 
things that I think you. can tell me. 


series was to be broadcast by a rival 
network whica is represented in 
Cincinnati by three other stations, 


WKRC, a Columbia station, stepped | ‘All my life I've loved opera and 
forward with an offer to extend its | good music. I’ve seen pictures with 
facilities for programs to ask for|bits of several operas, and I've 


donations from the public. Not only | listened on the radio to every good 


dii WKRC “ffer its facilities; it | music program on the air. My 
offerec its talent, nd opera officials |neighbors fhink I’m crazy. They 
rescinded their decision to abandon|say opera is for rich people who 


the season, The gencrosity of WKRC | have plenty of time and money and 


stimulated a like generosity in ajnothing else to do but wear fine 
local store; and a few hours later |clothes. But I don’t agree with them 


the store’s officials announced they ' and I’ve decided to go see ‘Traviata’ 


| wife. 





ae... 





Nice Work, If— 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
around here who thinks 


30ake Car- 


Guy 


he is losing most by 


ter leaving the air on August 
26 is Charley Tindel, WCAU 
panelman, who handled the 


broadcasts from Carter’s home. 

Along with his job he took 
a swim every night in the Car- 
ter pool betweea regular and 
repeat airings. 








But I want to 





next Thursday night. 
know something.’ 


And her thought was the same 
that any woman, princess or pauper, 
would have had in the same circum- 
tances. 

‘What kind of clothes do the 


women wear? And how much do the 


tickets cost? If you'll tell me these 
things, and how people act at the 
ypera, I'm going to slip off and say 
that I’m going to visit my aunt in 


Cincinnati. But instead of visiting 
ry aunt, I'll go to the oper 

WKRC recognized another oppor- 
tunity immediately. The woman 
was called on the phone ane asked 
to be a guest of the station for the 
opera and dinner the night she had 
to attend. Sle accepted the 
invitation, and after much 
ion and many promises, she 
to let the WKRC 
ment release a story to the papers. | 
The result was a heart-warming 
story of the Cynthiana Cinderella 
whose drab life in a Kentucky town 
among the hills had been brightened 
by radio and a friendly station. She 


chosen 
persua- 
agreed 


publicity depart- 


was pictured with Mrs. Lyons as 
guests at the opera and during an 
interview on the woman’s program. 


Sprinkled With Stunts 

In our schedule of events, we al- 
ways try to include a few stunts at 
regular intervals, and the un- 
usual the stunts, the better we like 
them. During a series of broadcasts 
from Cincinnati’s most exclusive | 
country club some time ago, a group 
of graduates of a very select, but 
extinct, day school for boys was be- 
ing entertained by a knife-throwing, | 
whip-lashing Indian chief and his 
WKRC was on the grounds to 
broadcast, and Bill Ware, the 
tion’s sports announcer, was handling 
the microphone. A Texan with as 
much nerve as sense, it took but a 
suggestion for Bill to stand against 
the wall the Indian was using and 
let the old Chief knives at 
him ’til he was red in the face while 
Bill described it on the air, The 
Indian couldn’t believe it; he kept 
shaking his head and saying that he 
had been throwing knives for 25 


nore 


a+ 
Sta- 


throw 
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advertising campaign... And in Detroit and 
Michigan markets they know by experience 
that WXYZ and the Michigan Radio Net- 
work can and do bring customers who BUY 
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years and Bill was the first one be- 


side his wife he had ever thrown at 

The stunt was a hair-raising, spine- 
tickling broadcast and many people 
doubted what they had heard. But 
again the local papers referred to the 


broadeast as a ‘new high in some-| 


thing or other.’ 

On the same show, Ware let the 
Indian Chief cut cigarettes out of his 
mouth with a 20-foot lash. 

Those shows are illustrative of my 


conception of stunt and novel broad- 
casts. They have their place in radio 
just as the comic page has its place 
in newspapers. 


What 


dicate 


I have said so far might in- 

that I believe showmanship 
consists of the unusual Nothing 
could be further from the truth; the 
unusual merely the added touch, 
the icing on the cake, or, as I said 
last year ‘the pants on a lamb chop.’ 

With that logic in mind, WKRC 
strives to make its schedule so elas- 
tic that its appeal will reach the ma- 
jority of the people the majority of 
the time. For those who love good 
music, there is an ample portion for 
them in the network symphonies and 
transcribed intervals; the news 
gry have their appetite satisfied with 
five daily headline periods, and so 
with sports fans. Women who want 
the latest tested recipes have an out- 
standing authority, Director of the 


hun- 


Cincinnati Domestic Arts Guild, 

bring them the newest in culinery 
achievements; news and comments 
about women have their spots set 


aside, during which an experienced 
commentator tells what is happening 
to women all over the world. 

Play Up Groups 

To the limit of its ability, WKRC 
makes an effort to serve the public 
within the bounds of well-defined 
usefulness. In winning its loyal f>l- 
lowing, the station has made use of 
the human weakress for flattery. 
When the Catholics have a flag-rais- 
ing ceremony at a local hospital, 
WKRC is there to broadcast the 
ceremonies to other Catholics; when 
265 Jewish children put on pro- 
gram of excellent singing for their 
PTA, WKRC asks that the 
program be repeated and broadcast, 
so that the Jewish community as a 
whole may enjoy what some cf its 
members are doing. when the Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles, or the Va- 
riety Clubs of America, or the Amer- 
ican Legion, holds its convention, 
WKRC is glad to broadcast its activi- 
ties, realizing the pride a man feels 
in the particular organization to 
which he belongs. Over the course 
o- time, with many organizations 
seeing the effc-ts the station is mak- 
ing to help them, WKRC is bound to 
win friends and thereby influence 
people. 

Not only in major things, but in 
the minor details, does WKRC at- 
tempt to serve. Thus when some 
group is‘having a picnic for a charit- 
able purpose, publicity is given the 
picnic through station 
ments and on regularly established 
programs. This attitude is 
exemplified by a station employee 
assisting on the public address sys- 
tem at a recent gathering of a. proxi- 
mately thirty tl.ousand people. The 
persons in charge were very busy 
and when the offer of a trained an- 
nouncer’s assistance was made, they 
accepted it with deepest appreciation. 
The frequent and hearty mention of 
the station’s call letters made by the 
officials of the function, which hap- 
pened to be the recent Soap Box 
Derby, was ample payment for th2 
thoughtfulness of the offer. 

In defining showmanship, then, the 
most likely place to put one’s finger 
would be upon personality. 
tion’s reputation depends in 


exact 


announce- | 


Fisherman Programs 


¥ Duluth 

KDAL, Duluth-Superior indie’; 
making a strong play for the fisher. 
man-tourist, now that the early ca._ 


son bad weather has given way te 
typical northwoods temperatures anq 
is pulling in the outsiders, , 
One stint, labeled ‘North Shore 
Travelogue,’ has a mythical couple 
in their family buggy, with moto, 
sound effects and car radio music 
serving as _ background to chatter 
which retails the beauties of the 
Duluth vacation area. Resort owners 
ilong the North Shor ire bank. 
rolling this stanza, and it’s slated t, 
ride the airwaves until the crispy 


temperatures set in 

Another current 
conceived by 
‘How're They Bitin’,’ a quarter-hoy 
thrice-weekly chat by Roy Teller 
veteran Minnesota angler and guide 
It hits the ether at 8:45 p.m., Mon. 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, and 
with Teller also doing a= daily 
column for one of the local rags, jt's 
got beaucoup pull with the fishing 
bugs. Levitan got the newspaper to 
carry a daily KDAL credit line atop 
Teller’s column, in return for which 


KDAL program 
sam Lev 


KDAL announcers spot plugs fo 
Teller’s newspaper yarn 
Local Grocer Angle 
St. Louis. 
Five baskets filled with groceries 


are awarded weekly by WEW for 
the best slogans on ‘Why I Patronize 
My Independent Groce! and the 


‘something for nothing’ bait is flood. 
ing the station’s executive offices 
with mail from the metropolitan area 
and distant points. It’s a new stunt 
on the station’s ‘Grocery Basket on 
the Air’ program, which hits the 
ether every Saturday a. m. just be- 


fore housewives begin marketing for 
Sunday fodder. 


Ss prices of 


Program quote eroceries 
and vegetables, plugs brands han- 
dled by independents and _ where 


they may be purchased. As a build- 
uv for independents the prizes are 
distributed by the grocer nearest the 
winners. The independent grocers 
in St. Louis area are giving the pro- 
gram, currently a sustainer, the 0.0. 


with an idea of bankrolling it over 
a long. period. Thev held their 
August meeting in the 1,200-seat 


auditorium at WEW as guesis of the 
station. 


KYW’s Trick Folder 
Philadelphia 

Trick promotional piece on its new 
studios was sent out by KYW last 
week to 2,000 advertisers throughout 
the country, exclusive of Philly agen- 
cies. Piece is in the form of a train 
ticket, about four inches wide and a 
yard long. Listed down it, between 
perforations, are the various studios 
and rooms of the new building, which 
is pictured in a cut-away view at the 
top. 

Idea is that there’s ticket to the 
studio and by reading down the 
clever folder one gets full knowledge 
of all advantages of the KYW build- 
ing. 

Baseball Quiz Pitching 
Little Rock, Ark. 

New Tuesday evening KARK pro- 
gram ‘Memory Baseball,’ sponsored 
by Loreco Dealers, presents two 





| teams of five or more players taken 


further | 
| alternately 


go to ‘bat’ 


who i 
‘pitched 


are 


local clubs, 
and 


from 


‘questions. Each question has a valua- 


ition of one or more . 


A sta-| 


measure upon the willingness of its | 


management to serve the community 
whose goodwill it courts. To make 
the public feel that the station is a 
vital force and a ready help in case 
help is needed is the prime requisite 
for goodwill; to make the operation 


¢ 


of the station coincide with the pub- 
1; ‘a © ~ ~ 3] 

lic’s taste is the first ingrediznt for 
building an audience: and holding 


the audience is showmanshin 

As elusive as personality, and as 
desirable; as necessary as breath and 
iust as intangible; that is showman- 
ship 





EXPAND ‘NAVY’ SERIAL 


Chicago, Aug. 16 
‘Don Winslow of the Navy’ goes 
on secondary network this week in 
addition to special five station hook- 
up on NBC sponsored by Kellogg’s. 
Broadcast due for further expan- 
sion in September when five more 
stations will be added. 





ases and entire 
scoring is done just as in baseball, 
with exception that unanswered 
questions are tallied as instead 
of strikes. 

Winning team is awarded $15. 


outs 





Monthly Program Jury 
Missoula, Montana 
On first Monday evening of eac 
month, KGVO_ program director 
Jimmy Barber meets a group of 19 


localites who act as a ‘program Jury. 


| At a round-table discussion, visitors 


tell what and why they dislike oF 
like shows on the station. Sué- 
gestions and criticisms are weighed 
and acted upon by the station staff 
Different group of Missoulans are 
brought together for each conference. 
Henry Patrick, former warbler 
with Gene Kardos band, doing night- 
ly trick on WIP, Philly (7). Accom 
panied by Eric Wilkison, accordion- 
ist, in show 
Troubador.’ 


tagged ‘Romanut 
agg 


ee 





In Baltimore, 
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WOR, WGN Status as ‘Affiliates’ 





Steering committee of the Inde 


which ope 
did an elev 
nad at 
tute an in 
polder of the 


, Chicago. - ' ; 
Win for the committee's cha 


not made clear. It is known tha 


enth hour switch about 


to the IRNA’s meetings ar 


stear clear of —— : 
the Federal Communications Com: 


question of network monopoly 


at the Chicago scene. 


ned a two-day meeting in Chicago yesterday (Tuesday), 


first held that WOR wasn’t eligible because it didn’t consti- 
dependent affiliate but rather a key station for and stock- 
Mutual Network. Same attitude had been taken toward 


hat they regarded as WOR’s peculiar status to the committee. They 
wouldn't understand why a competitor of theirs, Mutual, should have 


ed (NBC and CBS) were barred. 

another mystery connected with the IRNA get-together was NBC’s 

then decision last week to send a delegation of station relations 

handshakers out to Chicago. It had been understood that NBC and 

Columbia would stay away from the powwow so that they would 
embarrassing queries anent the Chicago meet when 


As a 
bia saw that its own station relations department w: 
oc 


pendent Radio Network Affiliates, 


inviting WOR, Newark. Committee 





nge of classification for WOR was 
t NBC and Columbia had pointed 


1d deliberations when they them- 


nission launches its hearings on the 
result of NBC’s Colum- 


action 


represented 











Mutual Turned Down So Now 
Refuses to Carry Miller Talk 


Mutual Network won't broadcast 


the speech that Neville Miller, paid | 


prez of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, is slated to deliver at 


Peabody College for Teachers, Nash- | 


ville, this Friday (19), because it 
would be duplicating a _ broadcast 
that had first been offered to NBC. 
Latter web is taking the talk over 
its blue (WJZ) link. 

Event will mark Miller’s air debut 
since becoming the NAB pilot. He's 
to talk on ‘Radio in National Life.’ 


At the time Miller was introduced | 


to network execs Mutual suggested 
that‘Miller go on the air with a 
speech about his new job and that 
all the webs carry it. Proposal was 
turned down. Request that it 
up the Peabody spiel was made di- 
rect to Mutual. 





L. K. Sidney back in Hollywood to 


pick | 





COUGHLIN MAY POSTPONE 


Can’t Get Desired Clearance Due to 
Sunday Professional Football 


Detroit, Aug. 16. 
Detroit Lions 
to WJR, op- 


| 
| Switch of this fall’s 
pro grid game airings 
Dick Richards 
has wrought a lot of 
trouble for Father Charles E 
Coughlin’s proposed 
day afternoon broadcasts, skedded to 
start in October over 70-station indie 
hookup with WJR as originating 
point. 

Since grid airings, under Chrysler 
|Corp.’s banner, will hit the 3-to-5 
p.m. bracket Sundays, October 
through November, it’s been neces- 
| sary to find another time for priest’s 
usual 4:30-to-5 p.m. series. At first 


erated by who also 


owns Lions 


planned to spot Coughlin’s talks at| to about 25 weeks, since it’s unlikely | 








WMCA’s Alphabets 


Four Alphabets, co’--ed, now on 
VWMCA, New York. Up from WTAR 


n Virginia 


weere they were known 
as th: Norfolk Jazz Quartet. 

At WMCA they join fellow-Vir- 
Blinkin’, Winkin’ and Nod. 


£inians, 


Dispute on Coverage 


| 


Of Hockey, All-Vital In 
| Canada, Is Settled 


Regina, Sask., Aug. 16 


Experience of fans re last winte1 
hockey broadcasts by Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. was the thing 
whict uused Western Rugby Foot- 
ball Union to turn dewn $1,300 offe1 
for football broadcasting rights by 
CBC this fall and take network lined 
up by James Richardson & Sons, it 
has been revealed here 


CBC, during hockey series, broad- 
cast only last period of games in 
most cases and, in at least one case, 
did not even give home crowd fans 
chance to hear their 


a game from 

own Station. This selling point en- 
abled CJRC, Winnipeg; CJRM, Re- 
gina; CFCN, Calgary, and CFRN, 
Edmonton, to grab off sole broadcast 


rights for football 
opens Sept. 2 
Only burn reported so far is from 


series, 


Regina Roughriders football club, 
whose representative voted for CBC 
to get it Argument still hot be- 
tween reps of local stations in mat- 
ter, CKCK, the CBC basic outlet, 
claiming a 9 to 12 station network 
was offered with $1,300, while the 


accepted net only has four stations. 





30-week Sun- | 


time, and second problem was 


games might run longer than antici- 


pated and thereby gum up priest's 
| talks, 
| Now being considered is proposal 


to postpone opening of Coughlin se- 
ries until early December, when 
| prid contests will be out of the way. 
This idea probably would entail 


| pruning of scheduled 30-week series 


which | 


| town 


that | 
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n Dixie, Where Spielers ‘Love 
The Products They Advertise, 


Arnoux Gestures to Honesty 





Not Soothing 
Philadelphia, Aug. 16 
Swing music before noon w: 


" 
| 
| 


nixed this week by Harold 
Davis program director at 
WDAS Davis said an investi- | 
gation has shown that women 
listening to swing while doing 
their housework during sum- 
mer mornings were made 
warme! This frays their 
nerves, he declared, and makes 
them irritable As a result, 


there is a bad reaction to the 
station’s programs, which hurts 
advertisers. 

All morning shows in 
future will feature smooth 
sic and semi-classical stuff. 


the 
mu- 











MOSTEST OF BESTEST 
IS WEBR AMBISH 


4 


Ealtimore, Aug. 16 
New Radio Center, now under 
construction here, will house a 1,000- 
seat film theatre in addition to ex- 
ecutive offices and studios of WFBR 
Theatre will be operated as a subse- 


quent run house by Morris A. Me- 

chanic, promoter of entire project, 

who owns and operates the down- 
New 


WFBR will occupy the entire sec- 
ond floor of the new building, utiliz- 
ing 18,000 square feet for studios and 
offices. Layout and_ specifications 


| have been planned by W. A. Clarke, 


NBC manager of technical 
and will be constructed under the 
supervision of O. B. Hanson, chief 
engineer and v.p. of NBC. Estimated 
cost of studio construction, $100,000. 

Five studios, four with individual 


service, 


control booths, and a master control | 


Campbell Arnoux, general 
ager of WTAR, Norfolk, Va 
effect a 


man- 
, has put 


into rather be than seem’ 


policy on the blurb copy announcers 


at the statlon who are called upon 
P ‘ 
L¢ i 1 « é be ma ‘ 
1 ‘ pe ¢ 
liken t W A} nite < 
| an agree! } , a ‘ ( 
ne ¢ i are n called 
up tne n f é 
i so y ¢ 
they are \ I t Yew | f 
- i . 
Arnoux is not to force ar nnounce 
| to put his personality behind an ¢ 
dorsement save by his own volition. 
Beer and bread blurbs, which 


widely use the type of personalized 
plugging by the pluggers in the 
South, brought about the new ruling. 
Arnoux’s that the 
surall 

will do some hypocrisy; 
believes unfair to 


1 
who, say, 


theory is policy 
away with 


that it is 
announce 


have an 
dislikes a 
beer, to have to five 


Arnoux was in New York last 
week on a brief biz trip, during 
which he pried loose some national 


pot placements for his broadcaster. 





“ommodate audience of 200. Rest of 
set-up calls for artists’ lounge, of- 
fices for executives, sales depart- 


ment, program manager, musical di- 
rector, production men, writers, en- 
Zineers and announcers. Entrance 
will be via street floor level where a 
show window and corridors will pro- 
vide display space for advertisers’ 
products and promotion. 

Hope Baroll, WFBR executive vice 
president, supervising new layout, 
rated most ambitious studio set-up 
south of New York. WFBR is mem- 
ber of NBC Red network. 








John Nicholson east for discussions 








get Metro’s Good Newser in shape|5 p.m., but understood several out- |priest would extend talks beyond! room will make up the broadcasting | with General Foods execs, for whom 

for the resumption. lets of proposed web couldn’t find; Easter of next year. j; layout. Main studio planned to ac-| he is radio rep in Hollywood. 
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Elliott Roosevelt Readying Texas Web; 
Stays with 


a + 


New KGFW Staff Set 


Lincoln, Aug. 16. 
KGFW, Kearney, had about 2,000 
persons making an inspection tour 


. « 
| of its studios before the 
ears rganiza 10n opened for business (8). 
| Personnel includes William Baker, 


| mgr.;: Emma Baker, program direc- 
tor; Ray Harrison, B. Bone, and J. 








E. M. Storer, comptroller of | As Commentator 





Hearst Radio, Inc., who returned: engineer. 

hy wu’ peak rorm a re r < ¢ , 

moe “1 pos col Bag Chasades | In additioa to wanting to ally sna cnniiih eee 
that it had been agreed that Roose-| himself with Mutval as a re- 

velt was to continue as president} gional network operator, Elliott k: t k 

of this corporation. Storer said; Roosevelt would like to get a ee S 0 orce 
that the matter of turning WACO! national advertiser to under- 


and KNOW over 


to Roosevelt for} write him as a news com- 
< . ' 
operation as part of Texas Network} mentato1 
was still in process of negotiation. | He has made nimself avail- 9 
I | ; | 


Un le! 











Roosevelt's contract with able for a bid in that field 
Hearst the former gets $25,000 a| through the Mutua’ sales staff. e 
year and has to devote but 50%} 
of his time to the management of | ; 5 cohabit 
eg eee ee a a 
the Hearst radio properties t ed in with Mutual with Key station: 
T Net k waites tate WRR, Dallas, and KGKO or KTAT 
exas -twork as c pilec by . , o 
R ara hg nies a - x 7 oh , Fort Worth. Other stations unde! 
ooseveit, Woul star ypperations as 7 i | s 
: : sch -hatibyn tity sa a “ter - | present plans would be at Weslaco, Seattle. Aug. 16 
a region: nti c Mutual af-| 4 : : ; . AUS 
ee, eee rage . Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Austin . . ‘ 
filiate Sept. 15 It consists of the . pa Howard J tyan, agency head, 
, cares, wean | eeOuUston, Galveston, Beaumont, 
following 23 outlets WACO, KNOW,!; . F . recently bt; d $12,500 
rywe ft . Temple, Waco, Amarillo, Corsicana,| Who recently obtaine S Fae 
KXYZ, Houston; KTAT and KFJZ, : a ‘ , me —_ nae 
: * . > Tyler, Longview, Paris, Sherman,|}judgment against KVL, nec., Op- 
Fort Worth; WRR, Dallas; KRBC,| 4.) ae pe agg soem fy Sones 
bilene: KGNC, Amarillo; KRIC,| 4Dilene, San Angelo, Big Spring, | erator of KEEN, has asked the Su- 
Abilene; xNC, Amarillo; ; : é Wichit: 
Beaumont; KBST, Big Springs; Midland and Lubbock, with Wichita | nerior court to appoint a receiver 
é : ST, g gs; I 


KRIS, Corpus Christi; KAND, Cor- Falls coming in later. for the station. 


sicana: KLUF, Galveston: KFRO., KGKL, San Angelo, and KRLH, | tition comes up Friday (19). Ryan 
Longview: KFYO, Lubbock: KPLT,| Midland, are at present in the West|sued for breach of contract, alleg- 


Paris) KGEL. San Angelo: KABC.| Texas Broadcasting System under|ing that the present owners of 
San Antonio: KRRV. Sherman:! management of J. Bert Mitchell, Jr.| KEEN refused to go through with 
KTEM, Temple; KCMC, Texarkana; KNEL, Brady, is also listed among ja deal to turn over the outlet to him, 


KGKB. Tyler, and KRGB. Weslaco.| the West Texas group but is not in-|after he had paid several install- 
esata has already discussed cluded in the Roosevelt chain. ;ments on the purchase price. 
with Columbia the possibility of re- Unincorporated Texas Quality Net- Agency man also seeks to have = 
leasing WACO and KNOW from| work includes WFAA, Dallas, KBAP, | OWneTs restrained from disposing 
their current affiliation agreement| Fort Worth (time sharers), and | of the station to any one else. 
with CBS and the indications are} WOAI, San Antonio. Under the} Arthur C. Dailey, president and 
that no objections will be made to| working agreement of this group manager of KVL, Inc., claims that 
such release. Roosevelt went over| each station acts as sales agent for | the proposition was dropped when 
the plans of his proposed regional| the others. Only other state net- | the Federal Communications Com- 
network in a talk at Fort Worth sev-| works in the Southwest are the | M/ssion advised that a consumma- 
eral weeks ago with Fred Weber,| Oklahoma Network and Arizona/| on would not be in accord with 
Mutual gen. mgr. Roosevelt’s feel-| Network. Oklahoma Network, which the commission's rules - such a 
er to CBS was made at about the} includes key station KTOK in Okla- | of sontempsesee ——— a. 0 
game time. ‘'homa City, WBBZ, Ponca City,| filing an appeal from the $12,500 
Hearst Texas stations have been| KCRC, Enid, KBIX, Muskogee, judgment. 
put on the market for a sale en bloc! KGFF, Shawnee, KADA, Ada, and — nes 
with the rest of the Hearst radio| KVSO, Ardmore, is serviced by MBS | Ben Fisk - in Seattle 


with KTOK also airing NBC Blue} 
programs. Oklahoma Network has | 
been in operation since April 1, 1937. | 


holdings and the only thing stand- 
ing in the way of Roosevelt’s .car- 
rying out his :ntended network is 
the willingness of the Hearst prop- ~ 


Seattle, Aug. 16. 


Washington, D. C., spending several 





| days here. 





Kahn, announcers, and Walter Ely, | 


Hearing of the pe-| 


Ben S. Fisher, radio lawyer of 


—=—=—=—-——, 


Radio Reviews 


station rete E. LEWIS 


| omedy 
|8 Mins. 
STANDARD BRANDS 
| Thurs., 8 p.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


| Standard in vaude and niteries for 
| years, Joe Lewis missed by a mile 


in this radio one-shotter on Rudy | 
| Vallee’s variety program. It was an- 
other instance of a performer not 


taking into consideration that there’s 
a vast difference between material 
for a face-to-face performance and 
lone in which the audience is in- 
| visible. And in Lewis’ case, his gags 


also missed fire with the studio mob 


stuck to 
the nitery 


material he 
floors—intimate, 
that are okay for the 

but strictly nix for 
who never see the 
Radio demands 


Lewis the 
uses on 
topical 
wisenheimers, 
the vast majority 
inside of a cabaret 


gags 


broader comedy, especially from a 
{personality unknown to air audi- 
ences Lewis failed to supply this. 


Closest he came was with a special, 


screwy lyric anent Douglas Corri- 
gan’s wrong-way flight. He prob- 


ably would have fared better had he | 
dispensed more of his special songs; | 


on the surface, his ‘Sam, You Made 
de Pents Too Long’ would seem 
closer for radio comedy. 

This is not the first instance that 


a surefire live-audience performer 
has flopned on his first important air 


shot, and it serves as another warn- 

ing to the Lewises, et al., to insure 

themselves on the material side. 
Scho. 





Foliow-Up Comment 


RCA’s ‘Magic Key’ broadcast last 
Sunday (14) was an ear-satisfier be- 
cause it leaned heavily towards Vic- 
tor Herbert music and_ included 
tasteful tunes by Sammy Kaye's 
band. Kaye’s organization, which 
lent the modern touch with its pecu- 
|liar tempo, contr’»uted ‘When Twi- 
light Comes,’ easy-goinz rhythm, and 
‘Don’t Cross Your Fingers,’ typical 
swingster tune done in modified 
| style. 

Selections from ‘Sweethearts,’ Vic- 
tor Herbert operetta, for which 
| Harry B. Smith wrote the lvrics, sent 
| the rolling smoothly as 








erties’ administrations to dispose of | He’s attorney for the two NBC! npc roonaen” tee ch deftly manipu- 
WACO and KNOW separately. More Drama for WPEN ‘aon KOMO and KJR. | lated. Again as the windup for the 
ee . orchestra, ‘Autumn Frolics’ from 

Fort Worth, Aug. 16. | wprn ¢ egypt apie — “~ : sis ‘Woodland Fancy’ suite found the 

- =N, formerly almost exclusive-| Erva Giles, of WFIL chirp depart-| Herbert music foregrounded. And 

Elliott Roosevelt has been granted | ly lingual, now going in heavy for | ment, returned this week from/Susanne Fisher, Met soprano, and 
a charter by the State of Texas for| drama. It’s the only station in town! vacash at her home in Ellsworth,| Clifford Menz, kept pace with the 
the Texas State Network, Inc., Fort| with two dramatic groups giving|Me. While there attended a barn| Herbert influeice with their duet, 
Worth Broadcasting Co., incorporated.| regular weekly shows. WPEN Play-| dance given by Phillips Lord. Was|‘Do You Know?’ from his ‘Madcap 
Partners listed are Harry A. Hutchin- ; | Duchess.’ Pair made an excellent 


ers, headed by Ann Russo, on three} surprised to find fiddler had given 
times a week, in addition to appear- | way to swing band and ‘Turkey in 
ances at local little theatres. the Straw’ to ‘Flat Foot Floogee.’ 


A NEW HIGH IN 


son and Raymond E. Buck, 
Firm will operate 23 Texas stations 





| 


























WITH THE MAKINGS FOR RADIO’S SENSATION 
PROGRAM-SUCCESS OF THE 1938-39 SEASON! 


Just back from a four-year cruise | Whipped in the tail-end of a 
around the world in their 45-foot | 


typhoon—fighting fog off the rocky 
boat, “The Hurricane,” Ray Kauft- | 


| East African coast—wrecked on a 
‘ (lerr I for fs . . 2 ° e 
man and Gerry Mefferd face the| reef in shark-infested Coral Sea— 
microphone in their initial broad- | , , : 
I I road playing tag with a family of whales 


cast-interview at 12.45 p.m. EDST, | 


20. 


—these are only a 
hundreds of 


periences far from the beaten paths 


typical few 


Saturday, The broadcast 
originates at KSO, Des Moines, and 
will be carried coast-to-coast by 


Mutual. | of 


Aug. 


|} among fascinating ex- 


WOR-WGN 
Don Lee-MBS 


Saturday, 


civilization 


In the weird Listen-in yourself. Get 


travels of these two your own 
Iowa boys, Truth again outstrang- | first-hand conviction that around 


ers Fiction. Theirs is the 1938 Me- 


Coy in adventure—adventure in the 


|} these boys and their journeys ean 


|} be built a radio adventure program 


Au ust 20 Marquesas, Tahiti, Sydney, New| with audience-building and prod- 
Guinea, Thursday Islands, Bali, | uct-merchandising angles in major- 

Singapore, Ceylon, Zanzibar, Tan-| league volume. Tear out this ad 

12:45 to 1 P.M. EDST ganyika, Durban, Capetown, St. | now, as a memo of the day, the 


Helena, 


bas ‘ ‘ 
time, the stations. 


For appointments in New York, Chicago or Hollywood, wire 
PAUL BLAKEMORE, Personal Representative, DES MOINES, IOWA 








ADVENTURE 


| vocal combo with tis and also sing- 
|}ing of scene from ‘Bartered Bride.’ 


| Sara Allgood and Whitford Kane, | 


back by request, clicked solidly with 
|comedy characterizations in a ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Whelan’ skit. Commercials 
were bright. 


Lennie Hayton’s arrangements of 
some of the old-Irving Berlin tunes, 
as part of last week’s radio trailer 
for ‘Carefree’ (RKO) were tiptop. 
‘Piccolino’ and all the ‘Ton Hat’ 
t. nes were notably good: also the 
arrangements for Kay Thompson, 
the choir and Buddv Clark. Hayton’s 
association with Berliniana dates 
back some time, including one of the 
first Fred Astaire radio programs. 


Charlie McCarthy-Edgar Bergen 


& Sanborn Sunday hour (as caught 
Aug. 14). Probably will stay just 
that way while C.A.B. rating holds. 
It’s the same idea as the manager of 
a winning ball club. He hesitates to 
juggle his batting lineup as long as 
his team finishes first, even if Don 
Flatbrow is razzed by the bleacher- 
ites. Just as long as Don and the 
nine men, as lined up, beat the other 


possibly applies to this broadcast. 
There’s always the jubilant host 
(Edward Arnold m.c.’ing for Don 
Amechee while latter is vacationing 
in Europe). There’s always C. Mc- 
Carthy and his problems. There's 
always three to six ballads (Nelson 
Eddy had four and Ella Logan, two). 
Then there is that groove where one 
or more guest stars appear in a skit. 
frequently from hunger, in 
the emcee always has a leading role 
(this time it was ‘You and I. with 
{Richard Cromwell and Kathleen 
Lockhart, with, of course, Arnold). 
| There’s the late spotting and the 
Sing-songy spoofing of 
Twins. And sometimes 
| tra is permitted to play a 
unhindered (Robert Armbruster’s 
fine band got a break with one solid 
appearance) 
| Ella Logan was. slightly 
| with her two swingy ballads. Also 
a hit with her comedy by-play with 
Charley. ‘ 





the orches- 


| 


‘Men Against Death, WPA Fed. 
Radio Theatre series on CBS. dealt 
with attempts to ferret out and over- 
;come diphtheria germs. 
| into 30 mins. via part dramatization 
|}and part narration, evisode (Thurs- 
day 8 p.m.) w:: well written and 
acted. Leo Fontaine handled script- 
ing, while George Zachary was re- 
sponsible for ci-ection. 





continues to hold together that Chase | 


fellows, there will be no shift. Same | 


which | 


the Stroud | 


number | 


terrific | 


Condensed | 


| JESSE CRAWFORD 

| Organ 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tues.-Fri., 10:45 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

| Jesse Crawford’s organ Solos on 

|NBC red thrice weekly (Tuesday 

and Friday 10:45 p.m. and Thursday 

6 p.m.) are a relief from me . 

l diary . rc . « : 

jive crews usually filling in at thoc 

times. ‘Poet of the Organ’ resume 

returned from a nationwide tour ot 

one night stands to take over th 

console of an NBC instrument on 

long term pact. * 
Stints 


diocre 


are smooth and part cularly 


agreeable, made so not only hy 
Crawford’s excellent key work but 
by the absence of between tune 
chatter. Announcements, made in a 
well modulated voice and to the 


point, erhance the attitude produced 
by organ maestro’s work 


‘ALL HANDS O. DECK’ 

With Maury Cliffer, Harry Cool, Lor- 
raine Grimm, Don Phillips, Shu- 
mate Quartet, darvin Mueller and 
Ben Feld’s orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| Wednesday, 1 p.m. 

KMOX, St. Louis 


A sustainer for CBS web 


origi- 
nating in KMOX siudios contains 
food music, swell Varbi y nd suf- 
ficient humor to carry it. Maury 


Cliffer serves as Skipper of the good 
siip Clambake on a mythical journey 


to Africa, w ere the jibes of his 
crew compel him tc make good his 
boast that he’ll join the Foreign 
Legion This leads to humorous 


complications. Paul Phillips scripts 
the show with clean humor and fair 


share of opportunities. 
Lorraine Gtinum seems to have 
stepped up a notch as a songbird 


and her rendition of ‘Darling Aime 
Vous Begucoup’ clicked. Harry Cool 
and the Shumate Quartet also scored 
with their welling stints, and Pen 
Feld’s toot-:rs left nothing undone 
when they played ‘At the Jazz Band 
Ball’ ‘Caravan’ and ‘Mimi’ with the 
warblers joining in for one chorus. 
Presentation of show before a live 


audience where laughs other than 
|from members of the cast, could be 
| copped would help. Weakness ap- 


parent in program caught was sound 
effects, bullet shots called for in 
script being unconvincing and door 
opening and closing off key. Sahu. 


FRED HARTLEY and Orchestra 
Dance Music 

| 30 Mins . 

Sustaining 

Sat., 9 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 

Fred Hartley and his sextet come 
from London on one of those ex- 
change hookups with NBC, hitting 
New York 8 o’clock Saturday night, 
Hartley has a supporting sextet com- 
prising three violins, clarinet, bass, 
cello and himself at the black-and- 
whites, which sounds almost like a 
chamber music combo, and _ plays 
that way when giving out with the 
jazzique. 

It made for a pretty thin unit 
when heard on this particular night, 
surrounded by a gang of swingolo- 
gists. Just a summer vagary. Abel. 


| JULIAN FUHS 
‘International Rhythm’ 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 10 p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
Julian Fuhs, European conductor 
and composer, guest conducted a 
pleasing half hour of melodies rang- 
ing from American folk songs to 
|semi-classical, and current pops, for 
his American debut. He batoned an 
outfit of studio musicians augmented 
| by additions from outside. 
Quartet composed of Carol Deis, 
| soprano; Fred Huffsmith, tenor; Celia 
| Branz, contralto, and Alden Edkins, 
' bass, added their voices singly and in 
ia group to add lustre to a half-hour 
| that never became monotonous. 
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Commish last 


f seven members ducking capital 
a * 


mos ba 
Sas major ; 
peat Bony although hired help examiners 
portance, viling spade work for later 
detai‘ing 
ports, 


commish. 


week continued August heigho policy, with 


decision and no other action of great im- 


a 
mary service of y 
WHP’s rates ai 


torridity Result: 5 


completed ten re- an hour nights, and 
consideration by 


counsel for 


MAJOR DECISIONS Eh Ca 






arrisburg Ber 


National blurbs cost $45 


ire 330, $55 and $100, 
Horace L. Lohnes, BE. W 
applicant, 


F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


+4 EEFEHEEFEPEFFFFEFFF FFF Oe Hees + DODD DODDADAAARAAAER RRC T ee 


Washington, Aug. 16 t 


rry found power jolt would extend pr 
over wide area not well served now 
to be unchanged under the juice jump 
quarter-hour, $75 half-hour and $125 
$25, $40 ana $65 days Local rates nights 
espectively, and $18, $30 and $50 days. 
Juhnson and Fred W Albertson 
P. W. Spencer, Rock Hill recommended | 
in H. Dalberg for commish approval of 





ne QP aytime nly smallie to operate with 100 watts power 
: és on 00 kilo cle str e ni ic } 
ifornia: Anna Atkinson, executrix of estaie of F. W., iverti yele stripe. Applicant is banker who figures loca] 
— (deceased April 3, 1937), original licensee of KHUB, whos ah sages Will support outlet, and examiner agreed, finding 
$ a4 } or, ' ed 0 lo« n ray eee . 
Atkins ville, daytime only 250-watter on 1510 kilocycles, 2 El -~ W . Program service in are 
Watson cc blessing for voluntary assignment of license to e ath \ Pratt appeared for applicant 
g - * Scripps, Santa Ana newspaper publisher, who admits eis 1 Dakota: Despite squawks, Examiner Dalberg holds 
. . > ities ? | > . a J . * . 
ait oh of $1,623,000 Value of station put at § I B. Gu ent \ ‘ , ; 
aa of newspapers, Watsonville Register and Ever : : ution 
and tied in with radio deal, at $100,000 k « : 
I i ’ . 
saining examiner’s report com! i K HI AX 4 
vege ae rated il lependently of ne en ¢ ‘ 
be ope > 
w / 1 rates an hour nator i ! $ ' . 
merciai it’ f , 
awertising to be continued sub je t i ' | ' ~ 
local aave . eae ; , 
tinued contract basis a 
con ES i! i ' 
varence C. Dill, James W. Gum appears : , 
Clarence l 
Washington: K\ f KEE ¢ 
a: KGXW Karl Hansen station } ‘ ; : 
leche: ES authorit ' G1¢ nas Ex R. H. Hyde urges co h to ‘ 
n spec ial temporary authority to IS€ ) ‘ \ J os DI 
given Spé€ . . already in 1 roposals s in p ‘ nter al izh ch wtabitaa’ 
tn addition to 1606 ke. band already in use tpn eal ic sithonen 
3, ; I -] S , \ ' } m . ' i i i | 
KAYT, Woodley Airways, Anchorage Alaska, given nree would result KEEN no operates n 70 kc stripe th 
ense ol Aut st & . ; : ‘ } . . 4 : 
months’ extension of license from Augu watts power. shar - Rigg a + it ge 
Maine: WAGM, owned by Aroostook Broadcasting Cory New assignment da s 1420 kile cle unlimite¢ 
presque Isle, allowed temporary authority to operate eve time vith 10 gn and Shi watte dave 
nings, August 10, 12, 19 and 23 and September % and 1 Basie blurb rates of for s) $6 f ate Saka wid $10 
te broadcast political speeches in Maine campaign which juarter-hour, $1 lf our d hour probably will be 
ends with September, instead of November, ele mn mped at least 20° if com: h pprove report 
or « t ‘ 1) r] 1 ’ 1 . 
Michigan: Night juice jump from one R , V\ G 1 appe f 
. : nir Ne s ASSO it n D i 
owed WWJ, eve \s ‘ew ; . W; — ’ ; " 
- iy" i é Ke ka ‘ 
! Vashington t H . : 
between Aug. 27 and Sept. « nh ordet 
pe ihe &¢ Li in 
ference nd E » I eae a ny 
i 7 ale rY ho | | T z 
New Mexico: Another election author t KGI niner J n ] Bramhall, who recommended denial of ap 
Roswell, given temporary authority to oper } EOI pli lai Hie Seu aie Rhee ae aa Gaus a 
with KICA, another smallie at Clovis, N M to broadcast 1310 ke band with 100 watts power Applicant failed to 
y 99 ‘ . . 
election returns night of Aug. 23 how eed for additional service in area. couldn't prove eco 
New York: Man bites dog as New Dr . s slaps I ec Suppo! r talent for program material if he got sta 
down plea of W2XGBH, Press Wireless, In i s fi tion nd 1 technical and financial qualifications to con- 
temporary authority to rebroadcast dedi« n ri¢ thou s ruct and operate plant, examiner held. Applicant has $7,500 
sand Island International Bridge t 1 L.¢ ( ‘ ‘ ish in iK, has no broadcast experience, but expected to 
which President Roosevelt is scheduled speal f I manager of } ‘Y i sta = 
to 3 p.m., EST, Aug. 18. G Robert Huston 1d Fray Stollenwerek ppeared ft 
WBEN, Buffalo, given extension of its spe expe =e 1 applicant 
license from Sept, 1 to March 1 for operation of facsimile 
siation with 1000 watts between 1 and 4 ' SET FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 
North Dakota: KOVC, Valley ‘ lie, given license 
renewal to Jan, 1 
TSP ; { } tv ft (Oct. 13 
South Carolina: WSPA, Spartanburs en i v ) ; ) 
operate night of Aug, 80 to broad t Democratic primary Indiana: Plea of WSBT. South Bend Tribune fo 
returns and night of Sept. 13 to broadcast run-off election jump from 500 watts to 1000. unlimited time ‘ey 
from 1360 ke. stripe, where now sharing time with 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS Wrendle’ Broadensting. Corp, 


Arizona: Chief Examiner Davis G. Arr 


smallie on 1010 ke, 
Michigan: Applic 


mends letting KTAR Broadcasting Co., operators of 1000-watt transmit programs 
station at Phoenix, acquire all outstanding siock and control New York: App 
of KVOA, Tucson 1000-watter, from Arizona Broadcasting modification of lice 
Co., of which all outstanding stock is owned by Albert Sten- days, sharing time 
feld & Co., operators of department grocery and liquor Pa., as at presen 
siores, iron works, machine shop and a tile company in nights, 2% kilowat 
Tucson, Sale price to be $35,000 Move would make an North Carolina: 
other newspaper controlled radio outlet, as majoriiv of 


KTAR stock is owned by Arizona Publist 
of morning and afternoon papers in Phoen 
Paul M. Segal and Harry PP Warner 
Plicants. 
Colorado: Examiner George H. H 
ping down of Mountain Top Trans Radk 
new Denver smallie on 1310 kilocycles 


} 


Top was Meyer Neusteter, Denver merchant, showing assets 


of $1,931,635. Applicant stressed need ft 
and program outlet, but sample progran 
use 60 to 75% of time for transcriptions 

Hill urges denial of application because 
Prove affirmatively Neusteter is U. 8S. «¢ 
stantial public need for new service wa 


five other Denver stations now provide whole or part time 


Primary service, 


Sidelight of case is Hill's citation of te 


of KVOD, intervening Denver 500-watter, 
is ‘worse than in 1937’ and that KVOD 


the rate of approximately $1,500 a month. 


Watson, King and Brode, with Jaime 
sented applicant, 


New Jersey: Press-Union Publishing Co 


ommended by Examiner George H. Hill for construction per- 


mit to erect new smallie, using 100 wat 
day power on 1200 ke. band. Applica 
$21,800 setting up outlet. 
tions giving strong signal in Atlantic Ci! 
located there, and held new station wou 
tionable interference. Applicant shown 
$415,294, and earned surplus of $258,358 

Bea S. Fisher, Charles V. Wayland and 
Counsel for applicant 

North Carolina: Eastern Carolina Pros: 
boro, to get permit for new 100-watiet 
kilocycles if commish adopts recommen 
John P. Bramhall, who found need for a 
Wayne County, of which Goldsboro is seat 


f o 
of license would not jam other stations obje 


hookup is Talbot Patrick, vice-president 
poration, owner of 30 shares of stock ai 
$5,000 more. Patrick is publisher of dai 
in Goldsboro. 

Arthur W. Scharfeld, Philip G. Loucks 
Were attorneys for applicant. 


Pennsylvania: WHP, Harrisburg, approved by Examiner 


Examiner found only three sta- 


Nathan Frank, Ne 
iing Co publishers 






band, Tied in with application of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., fer new 
stripe, which also will be argued this date 
ation of First Baptist Church, Pontiac, to 
to CKLW, Windsor, Ontario. 


lication of WNEW New York City, for 








nse, Seeks 1000 watts nights, 5000 watts 
on 1250 ke. stripe with WHBI, Scranton, 
t WNEW'’'s present power, 1 kilowatt 
ts days. 

Two new applications for 1500 k stripe 
w Bern, wants band for 100-watt smallie 


unlimited time, a s @ White, doing biz as Greenville 
7 P Broadcasting Co., Greenville, wants it for 250-watter daytime 
Ap pre ared Lor ap on! 

Wisconsin: Another applicant for smallie on 1500 ke rib- 
recommended slap- bon, WRSP, Inc wants it for 100 watter nights, 250 watter 
» Corp n plea for days, unlimited time. 

Angeling, Mountain 
7 eee pgs aggre NEW APPLICATIONS 
1 reveaied plans to 
Arkansas: KFPW, Southwester Hotel Co., Fort Smith, 


nr! ; ] 7 
app ant failed to Wants power jump 
tizen, that no sub ‘ 


s« shown and that 
California: 


area, was new low 


2090, 2190, 2830 ke. 


stimonv by witness 
that biz there now 
Is ‘losing money at seeks new station 


s W. Gum, repre- 


District ef Columbia: 


from 100 to 250 watts, authoriitv to make 


eyguipment changes and install new antenna system, 


McClatchy Broadcasting Co in Sacramento 


frequency relay broadcast station on 1646, 
band, 100 watts power. 

Lawrence J. Heller. Washington, 
on 1310 ke, stripe, 1090 watts night and 


; 250 watts day power, unlimited time (This is band now 
used by WOL in Federal City, WOL having been given au- 


thority to change frequency.) 


Atlantic City, rec- 
ts night 0 watts sharing arrangeme 
nt plans to spend 
v other than WPG, Massachusetts: 
ld not cause objec 


to have assets 





aration, 


John Kendall were 
ment and antenna 


Maryland: WBAL, Baltimere, wants juice jolt from 10,000 
waits to super-pow 


er 50,000 watts. Also asks dropping time- 
nt with WTIC, Hartford, Conn., in favor 


unlimited time, and authority to install new equipment and 
piove transmitter from Pikesville to near Reistertown, Md. 


WHDH Matheson Radio Co.,, Boston 


wants authority for juice jump from 1 to 5 hilowatts, install 
of new equipment, and unlimited instead of daytime only 


Michigan: WIBM, Jackson, wants approval of new equip- 


fvstem and moving of studios 


Yeastine Ce.. Golds- New Jersey: WPG, Atlantic City municipal outlet, seeks 

operating on 1370 voluntary assignment of license from City to Greater New 
fation of Examiner York Broadcasting Corp. , 

dditional service in New York: WPG, Greater New York Broadcasting Corp 

ind that granting “ <s unlimited, nstead of specified hour operatior re 

etal Press al of studio from Atlantic City Convention hall to 132 

of applicant cot West 43rd street, and transmitter from Airport Atlantic City 


to Kearny, N. J. 

fone now used by 
quest is for faciliti 
Broadcasting Corp 


ids rends to put up 


y and weekly sheet 


and Joseph F. Zias 


Seeks authority to install new transmitter 
WRBIL, N. Y. €., and new antenna) (Re 
es of both WBIL and WOV, International 
nc Sy See ‘ 


WOKO, Inc., Albany, wants authority to change equipment 


and boost power from 1 to 15 watts on WIEB, Mobile 


Tyler Berry for juice jump from 500 wat night 1000 watts North Carolina: WGTM, Wilson, wants power jump from 
4 =] ’ ‘oO vo ATS Mipiees, | e *) an} e 

days to 1000 watts nights and 5000 watts nights Outlet 109 to 500 watts, ribbon change from 1310 to 1240 kilocycles, 

must use directional antenna nights WHP is on 1430 ke, an l ‘ bap < 4 on i Ea a ae 

band. Report is another bow to press-controlled transmitters seane: “= ies oa cat ty e " t fron himse f . 0 s! UF 

48 906 of 1,218 shares of WHP stock outstanding are owned signment ol — a perm ; — = 

he shé s s x ; 3 a Sroadcasting Co., ne, 

by The Telegraph Press, Inc., publisher of daily he wspape! Broadca } 








———— 








CKCK 


; Regina, 
Saskatchewan 
1,000 watts, full 
time, basic CBC 
Saskatchewan's 
Leading Station 


COMPANY 





+ 
GOODWIN JOINS AGENCY 


Houston, Aug. 16. 


>) 


John Paul Goodwin, producer-at 
nouncer for KPRC for the past three 
} been appointed account 


vears, Nas 
executive and member of the radio 


production staff of Ritchie-¢ olby- 
Thompson & Co., advertising agenc} 
Before coming to Houston ne was 
commercial manager of radio sta- 
: , 4 — ‘ and pro- 
tion KWKH in Shreveport and p! 


gram director for KTBS Before 
that he was radio director for the 
Booth-Pelham Advertising Agency 
in Louisiana 

Howard Dorsey. former a: inc 
for WMBD, Peoria, Ill., ha ine 


: . j *ood- 
he staff of KPRC to replace Gooa 
win. 

Al Jolson and Edward G. Robi 
son will have thie ur tu pro 
grammed as ‘Leve Brothe H 


this seaso! 


BILL SCHUDT REVISES 
SPIELERS AT WKRC 


Back at | lesk last week, aiter a 
month’s vacation 1 the East. Wil- 
liam : S idt. Ji feneral mana- 
ger of WKRC sat in or me of the 
auditions of 90 applicants as 
announcers Trials were <¢ ted 
by Ruth Lyor pi . director 
and Lee Bla i l Lu er 

Mike f ( ire J J d 
ev I ¢ ( Wee. I; 
R S Mul of 
WHKC,. Col O Stout 
f ‘ rly 3 j ‘ nd 

) } ‘ e WPA 


r 


300 Ge:s, | 





| 









—— — - _—_——-2 


Washington Lawyers Stalling On 
Briefs Until Caldwell Files His 


Washington, Aug. 16 locals less bitterly opposing super 

FCC put kibosh on ‘you first, dear | POwer and having own fingers in pie 

Alphonse’ act of waltzing Washing- | by wanting night power jumped from 
ton radio counsel Saturday (13) by | 100 to 250 watts nights. 

extending to Sept. 1 time for filing | Social and monopolistic issues 

all briefs on rules hearings, pre-!| raised their heads in hearings — 

viously ordered submitted by Mon-, Whether nation is better off with 


| day (15). Commish previously had Many less powerful stations or a few 


allowed Louis Caldwell, counsel] for Slant with arguments raging on 
WGN and clear channel group, rep- | 00Otl ides as to effect on advert 
resenting one battling faction in i: ng revenue whatever happet 
volved proceedings, time extensio1 Chicago’s Side 
to file his brief, because of illne 
, Fisher f f 
> : 1 1 ‘ i | i ime 
Rest of boys shadow-boxed then , . 108 
. : ) alion il eterer é ' OO 
selves into no briefs until they got DT \ “4 , 
; K¢ ribbon tf WMBI-WCBD. C} 
gander at Caldwell’s, expected to be an; 
; s ; ( ( Wit t a t eakins 
a learned treatise on broadcasting , . : : . 
GQown Cile€ in! fk ‘ Lie 
for angle ; 
f 1080 ke tripe } ide I-B cha 
Situation got so bad by weekend) nel. his two o itlet hould be ‘ 


that commish issued order extending | full time preference, and also that 
time for filing by all, throttling | 770 ke ribbon should be made I-B 
ready made charges in some quarters: channel. o ‘cupied simultaneously by 
of favoritism for big boys. WBBM, Chi., and KFAB. Lincoln, 

Only counsel pulling a Gridley and Neb., now occupying this frequency. 
firing when ready without waiting Not equitable, Fisher claims, to 
for other radio-legal impresarios; give WBBM, Chicago, full rights to 
was Ben §S. Fisher. He wrote, and; 770 ke. stripe, which would give Chi 
filed, briefs for WCAU, WMBI-| five full time, clear channel outlets 
WCBD, KFEQ and WPTF, stressing | and restricting WCBD WMBI to 
points raised by him for these out joint daytime only eration. Pref- 


} 


lets in month-long hearings in June. erence needed by KFAB, Lincoln, 


Fight is over questions of allow- | 1 order to give primary service to 
ing clear channel stations juice jump large territory not covered by other 
from 50 to 500 kilowatts, favored by outlet. 
the air giants and opposed by the s . - 
regionals, who want their back Karl Wyler, KTSM, El! Paso, man- 
scratched to extent of power boost ager, on annual pilgrimage to east- 
from 1,000 to 5,000 watts nights, with’! ern markets. 















































AMERICA HEARS US 
but Nobody Makes ét- fi 
- obody Makes ét 
UCH is said about the value of voluntary circulation 
to an advertiser. Yet everyone seems to overlook 
the fact that every radio audience is voluntary. No one 
tunes to a given station except of his own free will, nor 


stays tuned unless what he hears pleases him, 


The map above is undisputable proof that many thou- 
sands, outside of WSM’'s primary sphere of influence, 
not only listen but are enough impressed by what they 


hear to write a letter. Why should this be? 


Simply because WSM offers a service or an entertainment 
which these people want, and cannot find elsewhere. 
They tune to WSM because of a definite broadcasting 
character which experience has taught them to be trust- 
worthy. They represent a tremendous voluntary circula- 
tion built by the simple expedient of thinking in terms 


of what they want and need 


May we show you how much the purchasing power of 


this circulation can stimulate the sale of vour product? 





Metione! Representative: Edearnd Petry & Co 


Ont ce eis sine Yee Pratt of Cur ffudicnce Comes Fost 
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Sts har- | program has been found 
; , — .|Seibert Dalton, no longer are har- | prog n found for 
- *2 *¢ €2254 £44202 82 83 8 2 Oe SE Se eR Se US | City, shave the ceremony was per mec players for WKY, Oklahoma Barrett, 13-year-old songbirget? 
GW. Myers, of KOIN, Portland, | City. cently discovered by Talent Director 
on | Ore. chesty about growing number| Eddie Gallaher, KTUL, | Tulsa, | Bert Igou, KWK, St. Louis. : 
“9 St) : , y 
- ac ro un UZZ |of programs originating for CBS. | sportscaster will leave for WCCO, New faces at WEW, St. Louis 
| Airings of Thomas Conrad Sawyer | Minneapolis. Lee George, of Spring- |Herb_ McCready, formerly with 
m “| on KNX-Columbia Pacific network | field, Mo., will take over the assign- —, nepeaces Alex Buchan ag 
‘ ae Sigg von le par ont. chief sports gabber and } ‘ 
‘ ; F . . a te traffic ms 5 ins orch and the Payne Sisters, has | Columbia, Mo., as special w ue 
|family into the limousine and made| Josephine Avis, traffic manager at | leins orch and ti a Ci - : , at women’s 
WEST |for the Canadian Rockies. | KYA, as hes ei Rig ge a Oklahoma City, vocal be ore ge “a 
—__— | Stanley Resor, prexy of J. boc a ascsenprs/ Gaels edianabanent last week. | WPTF, Raleigh, N. C., origingied a] Wacker Waa yp ER tea: a bv 
Vicki Vola, actress on the NBC Fone, Senveres some Robert LeMond, KYA, San Fran- | broadcast to a state network hookup | joined KMOX, St. Louis, - has 


San Francisco staff, leaves this week | 
(16) for a fling at New York legit | 
and radio, stopping en route in Chi- 
cago, and to visit her family in 


Denver. 
Edna Fischer, staff pianist with 
NBC in San Francisco, debuted last 





























wood by Danny Danker, coast radio 
topper. 
Mann Holiner digging 


in for the 


new season after-a long stay back | 


east. 

William Watters forgetting his 
radio worries on the beach at Wai- 
kiki. 





week as an organist in a Red web : : 
sustainer, tabbed ‘Rhythmic Recol- Bill Bacher back from New York, 
lections.’ i but declining to disclose his fall 
Phil Lasky, manager of KSFO, Co- plan 
lumbia’s San Francisco outlet, left William Powell draws the name 
- Saturday (13 for a vacash in the, spot on the Silver theatre opener 
Feather River country, Cal Oct. 2 
Gurdon Mooser, chief accountant Lou Bolton and Jimmy Freedman 
at KYA, San Francisco, recovering looking after radio for the Crawford- 
from a recent appendectomy. Winslow-Curtis agency 
a Carlos “ Huntington “4 =e tat Alice Brady shipped east on wax 
irector of public relations in charge], ' eaten aad Dnade 
of special event broadcasts at KYA, | °Y 04am ana Moane, 
San Francisco. Also conducting the Ruth Bernard directing traffic 
‘House Not for Sale’ programs on the | again for Don Lee web after five 
Hearst station. months on sidelines from auto in- 
J. Clarence Myers of KYA. San | Juries. 
Francisco, trained Saturday (13) for Willet Brown moving into his 
Seattle, thence to Alaska by boat.|} Santa Anita rancho. 
Engineer F. J. Christian vacashing| Brewster Morgan headed his sta- 
on a northern California ranch, while | tion wagon north for a 10-day rest 
Paul Williams, also of the technical! before taking up the reins on Holly- 
staff, picked the southern part of the | wood Hotel. 
state. Jack Runyon back from Denve1 
Van Fleming, producer of the S&W | and off to New York. 
*I Want a Divorce’ dramas over the Tom McAvity trying to peddle his 
Coast NBC-Red web from San Fran-| golf clubs after shooting a ‘miserable’ 
cisco and other network shows, flew | 74. 
to Mexico last week-end for a three KRSC, Seattle, is airing Joe Her- 
weeks’ vacash. nandez, Hearst’s Pacific Coast turf 
Don Lee network (L. A.) made| expert, in nightly broadcasts during 
Jaime del Valle television program | the current racing season at Long- 
director, upping him from wax de-| acres. 
partment. KGW-KEX, Portland, Ore., has 
Lewis Allen Weiss bundled his| perfected its portable short wave | 
| transmitter, which can be moved 
| without connecting lines to any point 
of program origin. Short wave is 
picked up by the station and re- 
broadcast. It was first used aboard 
a steamship which made the original 
passage through the locks at Bonne- | 
ville Dam. 
Jim Murphy, manager KIT, Yak- 
ima, has carried license No. 1 for 
his auto for several years but he 
gave it, up in 1938 to the postmaster 
at Yakima who said he wanted it for 
his machine while traveling in the 
east as especially identifying his 
home town. 

Jim Peterson, KVI, Seattle-Ta- 
coma, announcer, spent a_ three 
months’ leave cruising to east coast 
via Panama canal, driving back over- 

Mgt LOU CLAYTON if; land in a new car and a brand new 
—__________ - ———{' wife, former Vera Harris of Kansas 
7 ne 
LD iat p Yel Vif od iy @" 
foal Yj pad 
A/a) je _j_—_/p_4 
By JANE WEST 
NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS. YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER EARS sno [{EART-THROBS 
Presented by Ivory, Soap : 99 ‘*/100°/o pure 
per st pes 
. LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
‘7 ; NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST | 
| IN CBS - WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST jm 
Aa ee COAST TO COAST 
y Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
A MGT... ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





cisco, producing manager, back at 
work following a honeymoon trip 
throughout California. His bride is 
the former Helen Taylor. 

| Harry Doyle, formerly with KGU, 
Honolulu, now doing sports and 
studio spieling at KGGC, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Nick Sklaroff, now with KGGC, 
San Francisco, to produce programs 
of Russian and other foreign music. 

Two-year-old y-telling pro- 
gram called “Night Watchman” 


sponsored by banking house has been 


stor 


last week of a devotional service re- | 


moted from the state penitentiary. 
Oyer 80 prison camps throughout the 
| Carolinas tuned in. 


Ernie Smith has left WBIG, 
|Greensboro, N.'C., and taken over 
|post of program director at WCSC, 
| Charleston, S. C 


Edgar T. Bell, WKY, Oklahoma | 


City, general manager, back at old 


-tand after three weeks on the Coast. 


Hal Scher, former WKY publicity | 


department head, with NBC dramatic 
department on the Coast 


moved from evenings on KEX to _ Bob Eastman, formerly n a 
Sunday noon on KGW. Portland. | KVOO, Tulsa, has joined the sta 
This program, modest in character, | of WKY, Oklahoma City, as a news- 
has | ia} teadilv increased biz t caster 

nas brougnt steadily increased D1Z to : ‘i oe ? 
its Savings and Loan sponsor after Neal Barrett, KOMA, Oklahoma 
being launched as an experiment | City, general manager and Hearst 


two years ago. 
feature 


Changing the weekly 
to a new hour was planned 


as a move to penetrate a new audi- | 


ence field. Program is a product of 
MacWilkins & Cole Agency 

Dick Ellers, KPO-KGO chief an- 
nouncer, followed the San Francisco 
Seals through 15 ball games in three 
cities for his vacash. 

Don Gould of Ross Federal Re- 


search, survey organization, has been | 


| illness in Fort Worth hospital. 


continuity 
staff. Succeeds Richard Schej 
resigned. 

Lorraine Grimm, songbird 4} 
KMOX, St. Louis, and Ray Sweeney 
continuity writer for same station’ 
have wed. j 


dker, 


New additions to announcing staf 


|of WCPO, Cincinnati, local Scripps. 


| 
Ken Wright, WKY, Oklahoma City, 


organist, back from New York and 
Philadelphia. 
| Three members of the staff of} 


Howard Station, are Bill Verner, for. 
merly with WRC, Washington ang 


WAP, Birmingham; Bob Geis, lately 
with WKRC here, and Kar! Neilssen, 
formerly with WSAZ, Portsmouth, 


| chain v. p., back on job after week’s | Ohio. 


Ray Wilson acting as WLW, Cin. 
cinnati, program. director while 
Owen Vinson is vacationing 

William A. Schudt, Jr. general 
manager WKRC, Cincinnati, re. 


WBT, Charlotte, N. C., are aviators: | turned from month’s vacation in east 


| Reginald Allen, 
Murray, salesman, 
man, controlman. 


announcer; 


and Dick Whit- 


Gil| with wife. 


| 


| hopped to Canada for for 


Wm. J. Williamson sales 
who sat in for Schudt 


tnight holi- 


manager 


day. 


New weekly sustainer on 


WKRC 


| titled ‘It Did Happen Here’ dramatizes 


shifted to Minneapolis as branch MIDWEST 

manager. 

| H. A. Stebbins has succeeded che aes 
late Louis Honig as chief Erwin- | Gernert Case ‘Old Kentucky | 
Wasey agency office, San Francisco. | wountaineer, at WJBK. Detroit, 


Fred S. Crawshaw 
Fletcher Udall agency. 


new 


with | back on air despite a broken arm, 


.. | but with an assistant playing his 

D. D. Durr, Los Angeles advertis- | pyitar while he warbles. 
ing chief of Associated Oil, has sub- Luther L. Hill, general manager 
mitted resignation. of KSO-KRNT, vacationed at White 
Malcolm Dewees handling adver-| Fish lake, Minnesota. Craig Law- 
tising for new Monterey Peninsula | rence, commercial manager, is still 
Association which has set $25,000 to | at Escanaba. Mich. | 
move state capital from Sacramento| J, 0, Maland, manager o: WHO, 
to Monterey and to attract tourists. has just returned from a vacation 
. ae | at Port Arthur and Minneapolis. 
| Hale Bondurant, commercial man-| 
SOUTH ager, is back from the Rockies and 


Herbie Koch, WHAS, 
his synagogue. 


Lew Kent, of WMAZ, Macon, staff 


in 


will honeymoon in Washington after | at 


his marriage to Ruth Conradi 
Manchester, Ga., on Sept. 3. 


William S. Hedges, New York and 


|Niles Trammell, Chicago, 
presidents of NBC passed 
studios of WKY last Wednesday (10 


with Hedge later 


out for Dallas. 


Ken Wright, WKY, 


trip 
John Straitron, KOMA, Oklahoma 
City, back from Texas trip. 
Blossom, KOMA announcer, visiting 
| in Ardmore. 
| California airplane vacation trips 
| for Ruth Byers, secretary to Neal 
| Barrett, KOMA, Oklahoma City, 


tionist. 

Merchandising director Paul Buen- 
ning, and sports announcer Ted An- 
drews, of KTOK, Oklahoma City, 
working with Hal James of Procter 
& Gamble in arranging Ivory Soap 
exploitation during current baseball 
series. P & G cosponsoring city ball 
games with Wheaties. 

Wayman Ramsey, KOMA, Okla- 
homa City, program director, vaca- 
| tioning in Arkansas. Ramsey for- 
| merly was a mike-man in the razor- 
| back state. 
| KVSO, Ardmore, Okla., new sing- 
| ing cowboy, W. M. Tutt, is the real 
| thing. Traims horses for a local 
| fancier in his spare time; rides to 
station on one of his boss’ mounts. 

Goon’ Brothers, Cleibert and 





Louisville, 
staff organist, is back playing organ | ‘Dutch 


through | plumbing facilities. 


leaving by plane} 
for New York and Trammell pulling 


Oklahoma 
City, organist, making recordings in 
New York while on Eastern vacation 


Charles 


manager, and Sybil Horton, recep- | 


| Dick Anderson, producer and dra-| 


| matic director, vacationed in Cali- 


| fornia and visited his old friend, 
Reagan, former WHO an- 

nouncer, now in pictures. 
.| Several improvements completed 


WHKC, Columbus, 


)| by engineering staff. 


When KDAL, Duluth, first-year 
baseball broadcaster for General 
Mills and B. F. Goodrich, received 


letters from managers of Duluth and 
Superior ball clubs attributing 


of games, station sent out litho mail 
pieces and photostats of letters 
house promotion. Clicked 


as 


Work was done 


transmitter. | 


of|Include construction of concrete | 
|floor, concrete well, grading and | 
landscaping and installation of | 

vice- | motor-driven water pump and 


broken attendance records to airings | 


so favor- | 


|ably that Knox Reeves Advertising, | 


|agency handling baseball for Gen- 
ieral Mills, sent copies to all ball- 
|casters, patting KDAL on the back 
|for ambish and accomplishment. 
|lin* Harkins as program director at 
| KWK, St. Louis. Harkins 
Chicago. 

Josephine Halpin, commentator of 
‘One Woman’s Opinion,’ a daily 
KMOX, St. Louis, program spon- 
sored by the St. Louis Dairy Co., is 
visiting headquarters of National 
Dairy Assn. in New York along with 
Jim Daugherty, an agency head. 

Mark T. Martin, Jr., has been ap- 





St. Louis, by Al S. Foster, general 
|manager. Martin formerly was a leg 
| man on the Star-Times, an afternoon 
jrag here. 

| Bob Sampson, forn.erly 
| KMOX, now sales 
; ager at KWK, St. Louis. 

Another | tri-weekly 


with 


commercial 


John Tiinea has succeeded Ster- | 


goes to} 


pointed publicity director of WEW, | 


promotion man- | 


historical events in celebration of 
Northwest Territory sesquicentennial 
anniversary. Script by Jan. Pfandt 
director of Federal Radio Theatre in 
Cincy. 
Jeanne 
Martin as 


Baxter succeeds 
vocalist with 
staff band at WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
Miss Martin moving to Chicago to 
join NBC artists’ staff there 


Nancy 
Airliners, 
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Radi» Originator 


ONE MAN SHOW 

TWO VOICE SAM AND HENRY 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: 

KAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTEST 
VARIETY HOUR 
COMMUNITY SING 


Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago 
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CHARLIE 


Completing 2nd Year of Starring in 


TUMS ‘‘Voecal Varieties’’ 


WLW and NBC Coast-to-Coast 


Also Starred in the New 


“Musical Steeplechase’? Show on 


WLW AND MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
Wednesdays 8:00 P.M. DST 


THE SMOOTHIES 


BABS 


WLW AND THE H. W. KASTOR & SONS ADVG. CO. 


LITTLE 


Tues. and Thurs., 
7:15 P.M. DST 
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ORCHESTRA OUTLOOK GOOD 





lronies of the Music Biz 





Berlin, Inc., the past couple of ye 


White,’ selling over 800,000 copies, 
the ‘Top Hat’ songs—100% 
a little over 400,000 copies off 


only : 
‘Gold 


A glorified hillbilly song, 
400.000 copies, 
as hit songsmiths. 
performance interest in 
plenty of old music. 


the 


Revival value lent the 26 songs in Irving Berlin’s smash filmusical, 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ points up the business done by Irving 


firm bearing his name emphasizes that the 
That Astaire- 
this being the tune that set 


And the current 
Berlin 


ars. The songwriter-prez of the 
Walt Disney ‘Snow 
outsold his No. ] score 


move 


score, 
picture 
Rogers musical could 
the shelves 

Mine in the Sky,’ has 
off Nick 
‘Alex’ 


oldies, but is actually 


gone over 
and Charles Kenny 
score Is reviving not only 


] , 
selling 











Buy Leaders’ Self-Composed Themers 


For the ASCAP 


Some of the publishers are paying 
substantial advances to band leaders 
and singers on the networks for the | 


publication and other rights to the | 
self-composed theme songs which | 
these performers are using. Pubs | 


are primarily interested in the per- | 
formance credits that will accrue to 
them from these tunes in the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. They have little) 
hope of the songs meaning any thing 
in the way of sheet sellers. 

If the batonist is the writer of the 
melody, there’s every assurance it 
will be used twice on every pro- 
gram. Average advance paid these 
performers for the themers is $250. 


Consolidated Declares 
Bestor Ducks Trial, 
Stalls CRA Bookings 





Answering orders to Justice Tim- 
othy J. Leary’s decision of July 30 
in Don Bestor vs. Consolidated 
Radio Artists suit were filed Aug. 12 
by both parties. Supreme Court re- 
fused injunction sought by Bestor 
and recommended immediate trial 
of ‘disputed facts’ as presented by 
both sides. In reply order CRA re- 
quests immediate trial as originally 
requested in its briefs, while plain- 
tiff in action is still seeking injunc- 
tion or postponement of trial until 
October when regular court sessions 
Start instead of battle before a ref- 
eree against time. 

Court held.in its decision on mer- 
its that matter should be taken up 
immediately. However, it was 
added, that if the defendants would 
not agree to such trial he (Bestor) 
should post sufficient surety bond 
to cover any possible losses by the | 
defendant on possible bookings. 

In that case he could have gotten | 
his injunction against future book- 
ings. Bestor sought relief from CRA 
Management-booking connection. 

CRA claims that Bestor is now 
dodging trial which they have wel- 
comed and are ready and willing to 
See through. In answer to Bestor’s 
first claim that he was out of town | 
and unable to attend, Harry Berman, 
CRA attorney, states that Bestor is 
not working at present and hence 
Should be available for suit he 
Started himself. Also that he (Bes- | 
tor) should sustain burden, having 
brought charges. CRA also claims 
that they are already losing dates 
on Bestor because of red tape he is 
Slinging around in forw: arding all 


Wires and communications to his at- 
torneys first 





and causing unneces- 
Sary delay and eventual losses. They 
will hold him responsible for same 


When matte 


be- 
fore Courts, 


is finally brought 


Larry Clinton to Make 
Changes in His Band 
Larry Clinton. 


ged Island Casino, 


Is making 
changes in the 


When he 


currently at the 
New Rochelle, 
arrangements fo1 
personnel of his crew 


exits the Cisano next 
—. Shifts will be made before | 
© band starts an eight-week date | 


at the Lincoln Hotel, N. Y. 
Replacements involve four or five 
instruments. with Clinton holding 
agreements with cats in other name 
frews to hop over to his baton. 


j rive at a 


Plug Credits Alone 


Unionism in Coin 
Machine Industry 





Aug. 16. 

phonograph field is agi- 
to the efforts 
Brotherhood of 
to obtain 
servicing 


Chicago, 

Automatic 
tated 

of the 


Electrical 


hereabouts due 
International 
Workers 


the 


union 


jurisdiction over men 
the machines for the Automatic 
Music Operators of Illinois. IBEW 
has had pickets on nearly all of the 
stops on the AMOI list, which has 
been causing considerable unrest 
among the stop-owners being pick- 
eted. 

AMOI members claim that there 
is an attempt to force them to dis- 
band their own organization and join 
the rival organization known as the 
Amusement Instrument Owners’ As- 
which has come into this 
from the east. 


sociation, 
territory 

AMOI 
ries of negotiations 
and has several times come to the 
verge of an agreement, but each time 
new difficulties have cropped up to 
p vent the final settlement of the 
rumpu 


has been conducting a se- 


MOVE TO GET 


WEEK'S PAY 
FOR 6 DAYS 


American Federation of Musicians 
will add to its growing list of new 
regulations by altering contracts with 
class A locations to allow for seven 


days pay for six days work for its 
musician members. Letter was sent | 
out to bookers and members alike 


this week. 

Heretofore, musicians worked on 
seven day basis in many spots. There 
are some who get a regular day off 
also. but Federation is trying to work 
out a sub system to make its plan 
workable, Discussions are going on 


+ (seems 


MMER FIGL 
AVE DEEN 


Joe Weber, AFM President, 
Reveals That Restoration 
of Music 


Is on Increase 


Ata bn 


’ 


ein, 











in Theatre 


OPTIMISM 


Joseph N. Weber, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
declared Monday (15) that employ- 
ment among dance musicians 
been unusually good this summer. 
Weber based his statement on what 
he regards as a fairly accurate 
stick, the amount of money 
by the AFM on its national tax from 
traveling units. In July the revenue 
from this source was the largest ob- 
taining for any month since the tax 





with the IBEW | 


went into effect two years ago. 

Weber also stated that the employ- 
ment of bands in theatres has been 
| decidedly on the rise in recent 
months and that he expected many 
more spots throughout the country 
to adopt this policy in the fall. His 
reference was not only to nationally 
known name aggregations but to 
units with regional reputations, 

Band booking organizations agree 
that the turnover in traveling or- 
chestras was big this summer but 
point out that the guarantees and 
splits paid name units are consid r- 
ably below what they had been last 
year. For the general run of dance 
promoters, say these bookers, it has 
been a tough season. Business con- 
ditions have not only compelled them 
to play more .ower priced bands but 
they have had to slice their admis- 
sion scales substantially. 





MPPA CUTS UP 406 


Mechanical shite. bureau of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion will distribute this month about 
$40,000 in royalties collected from 
transcription sources. With this sum 
included the income of the bureau 
from radio figures slightly over $200,- 
000 for the first eight months of 1938. 

Accumulated amount is 25% better 
than it had been for the same period 
last year. 





Five Bands in Pix 





Hollywood, Aug. 16 
Paramount signed five bands for 
| Studio’s short subjects under super- 
| vision of Lou Diamond. 
| Orin Tucker’s Edgewater Beach | 
hotel band will make an outdoor 


reel in Chicago. Four other leaders 
|are Henry Busse, Hal Kemp, Richard 
| Himber and Larry Clinton. 


now with many spots in effort to ar- | 


solution. 

National, coming from Na- 

would 
niteries, etc, 


Move is 
tional body. It 
tres, hotels, large! 


GARBER TO BLACKHAWS 


(* can Aug. 16 


Ja G ( ( ated for 

eB khaw! ere, ci a4 1 on 
N ] Will f Bob Crosby) 
( < ( ( fe es- 
ce ( 

A in ft ) fi « j | ri oY 
will be the Guy L« rdo orchestra 
co ig into tne E | e Re » of the 
P: er Hous¢ 


Chi Return 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 


Rogers 


ers orchestr 


Buddy Ros 
| the College Inn of the 
Hotel on Sep. 15, at 
ent dating 

Follows 
tra, current, 


Sherr 


Frankie Masters orche 


affect thea- | 


a returns to 


‘cording to pres- 


Walter Douglas Locks 


Sudden floodi of the Ne Yor) 

retail n ¢ h <¢ -rate phono- 
ph core hi een unde . 
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Pits | 


| the Warner 


| combine, 


|man & Co., 
has | 


yard- | 
collected | 


REAPED FROM E. a S| shag either obscure or 





British Copyright Owners Seek 
To Retard Lambeth Walk, Which 


Meanwhile Is Potential Yank Fad 


Edwin H. (Buddy 
Bros. 


sails 


Morris, head of 
music publishing 
Italy Aug. 23, 
arriving in New York Aug. 29. Mor- 
ris has already closed with B. Feld- 
of London, for the Brit- 
the Witmark and 
and with Chappell & 


from 


ish rights to 
Remick catalog 


Co. for the rights to the Harms, Inc., 
catalog for the British Empire and 
the Continent, excepting Italy. 

It was to dispose of these latter 


Harms rights, which had previously 
been held by Chappell, 
made his trip to Italy. Morris will 
have been abroad six weeks, 


NO BAR IN 
SONG TAG 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. is not 
changing the title of the Hawaiian 
tune that Harry Owens placed with 
it. Owens tagged the song ‘O-Ko-Le- 
| Ma-Lu-Na’ and after considerable 
| debate within the publishing firm it 
| was decided to have it stay that way 
on the theory that the public is ac- 





to buying songs ving 
have md 
meaning for the average parlor | 


crooner. 

Cited during the discussion as hit 
which comes under such classifica- 
tions were ‘Ti-Pi-Tin,’ ‘Vieni Vieni,’ 


‘Kalua,’ ‘Yaki-Hula-Hika-Dula’ and 
‘Keela-Kalee.’ Owens’ song will 
carry the subtitle, ‘The Drinking 


Song of Hawaii.’ 


— 


Gilbert Visits N. Y. 


L. Wolfe Gilbert arrived from the 





business stay. He will enlarge the 
staff of his publishing office, with 
| Benny Edwards continuing in charge. 
| For about a year the business here 
|} was spotted in Gilbert’s brother’s 
offices but he is opening separate 
quarters. 

Main office continues in 
wood. Writer-publishe1 
| Saturday (20). 





Holly- 
planes back 


ut-Rate Discs Flood New York 


Into Situation—Reported 


1,090,000 Pancakes Acquired for 3c Each 


price of 3c. apiece. Fu in 
disclosed that while moct of these 
carried the Decca label there 
goodiy sprinkling of the Blue Bird 
(Victor) and Vocalion (Americ ) 
Record) bra: 

Dougla discussed the tuatior 
with Decca execu ri nd found 

it they e not cor ed OU 
it. Decca view wi that even if the 


company felt that the 


plurge might 


cut-rate 
affect the sale of its 
current releases 


there was no action 


it could take against the retailer: 
le 

Douglas had suggested that Decca 

take up the matter with the Better 


Business B 


hand 


ureau since 
records are 
but 


eemed disinc 


many second 
being sold as new 
products, the disc manufacturer 
lined to regard thi 


angle as a serious problem. 


that Morris | 


CRAZINESS 


Coast early this week for a brief | 


a eee —-} 
MORRIS II IN ITALY Jack Mills, head of Mills Music, 
Inc., finds himself in embarrassing 
Due Back Aug. . 29-—-Set Deal with | Straits over the decision of the Lon- 
B. Feldman & Co. don producers of ‘Me and My Girl,’ 


musical comedy, to hold t 
American exploitation of the tune, 
‘Lambeth Walk.’ Stanley Lupino 
|Lane & Jack Edgar Productions 
wants the kept off the American 
market until they have disposed of 


the 


song 


its production rights on this side. 
Meanwhile Mills is being pressed for 
release of the English hit by band 
leaders and phonograph - record 
manufacture! Latter have advised 
him that they will put out the num- 
ber without his consent 

| Mills got word from Cinephonic 
| Music, Ltd., London publisher of the 
tune, several months ago to go ahead 


| with the plugging. Because of the 
season, Mills held off. Returning 
| vacationists from London have been 
raving in recent weeks over the rage 
that ‘Lambeth Walk’ had become as 
both a song and a dance step, with 
the result that the swankier night 
spots have been giving it major at- 
tention. As the demand started in 
this country, Mills was informed by 
Cinephonic that the musical’s pro- 
ducers had just referred it to a 
clause in the publishing contract 


which barred the release of the 
number in America until it was 
okay with them. 

Movietone newsreel last week 


made a clip of Prince Serge Obolin- 
sky and his dance partner doing the 
‘Lambeth Walk’ at the St. Regis roof, 
N. Y., and the question now arises as 
| to whether the British producers will 
| object to the granting of synchroni- 
zation rights to the film company. 
Mills is huddling with his lawyer, 
|S. J. Buzzell, on the problem. 





Record Sales Up 
On Coast, Sheet 
Music Holds 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 

Pop sheet music trade has been 
about holding its own on the Coast 
'during the current summer, with 
'sales off slightly, but no more so 
| than they have been during past five 
or six seasons. Wholesalers are well 
satisfied with returns during the hot 
spell, and are ly stocking heav- 





already 
| ily for improved fall biz. 

Record sales 
been up in recent 
attributed being 
portables on 
ling trips, 
| away 


in the territory have 
months, reason 
increased use of 
vacation or other out- 
and desire of many to get 
from radio plugs by playing 


| tunes of their own choice. 
| California sheet music wholesalers 
jare losing a heavy consumer Sept. 1 
when S. H. Kress & Co. eliminates 
heet music counters from all store 
Reason ascribed by Kre moguls is 
their intention not to handle any 
product retailing in exce of 25c. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sell | Network Plugs, § AM. to 1 AM. 
(Week ending Aug. 13, 1938) Following is a totalization of the combined plugs oJ current tunes on WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WOR computed 
for the week from Monday through Sunday (Aug. 8-14). Total represents accumulated performances 
— on the two NBC links, CBS and Mutual from 8 a. m. tola.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 
Music, a ae Pee eae ee Berlin tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 
EE Michi ikncicannsivied scninciexensnens Robbins ° 
0 rr eer rere Tree rere Famous Title. Publisher. Source. “Total 
CataMienh fis Me Die coon vs on occ ccnnccctcets Berlin A-Tisket A-Tasket.......cceeecescececeees Robbins ...:crcee- ree. MreRererrrc Tiler et er eee . 
When They Played the Polka...............eseeeeee pahinine Now it ee | ree ee ee »+Berlin ...cccecccecreeveees *Alenander’s Ragtime Band. 64 
I Let a Song Go Out of My Heart......... Mills You Go to My Head.........-.eceerercees Remick ....+-e+e eee essere ,, Meee Torre eee 59 
‘Now It Can Be Told ’ ieee | ; eee Lock My ic aR, ade Sesceveess POD ccsccsccccccccccescesecs 56 
: Co a Ser eer eer rie ee orlir adn't Anyone Till You ......... rey... * Pop } 
*] p Mssececegetseseeseseetnaey = =«-«» «se er eee eee anys | 
he ei Se OE MPGOI sy xi cis dnceees .. Santly There’s Honey on the Moon Tonight. PATER Ss s hc daca ces oases PS 30) + 
Little L og hwo Till You.... .ABC I've Got a Pocketfull of Dreams.... . Santly-Joy .. "Sing You Simners........... 40 
‘i t e ady Make Believe .......... _Olman When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby. . Santly-Joy Greer eee eee ° 
I’m Gonna Lock My ee eee eee : Shapiro | 1 Leta Song Go Out of My Heart Mills P< op . ha betnd aba eee ee E68 e x 7 
+] Married an Angel : as ; Robbins Music, Maestro, Please Berlin Pop Teel eeee a8 
There’s Honey on the Moon Tonight Miller © { Married an Angel Robbins +] Marrie’ An Angel....... 34 
You Go to My Head temick Where _ the World : ii Feist *SOGEME «+ +--+ ’ 4 
*Lovelight in the Starlight “er ; What Goes on Here in My Heart ....- Paramount *Give Me a Sailor.... > 
g Paramount ang ey s Ragtime Band ABC *Alexander’s Ragtime Band 2% 
* Indicates filmusical song Indicates stc lat Foot Floogee ---» Green Bros . : 3 
] $t¢ ‘ g. es stage produc 3 5 Pop , 
The others are pops stage production song Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush BVC Pop site ‘eee 34) 
? é we Says My Heart Famous Cocoanut Grove 3 
- Tu-Li Tulip Time Chappell Pon iii (AS 4 
e ° Lullaby in Rhythm tobbins non . 
My Fon Bintence G6. che ety . : ; ; = 
ISC Reviews ~ Mg cen st ." re 'Y . Alexander’s Ragtime Band 99 
Jon’t Cross Your Fingers Ager-Yellen Pop 18 
| So Help Me. cf Remick Pp 5 
I've Been Saving Myself for You Harms 7 ~ 
. g My: -. S1aerT +Grand Terrace Revue. -. 8 
By Abel Green | = * _“ en a ae Heart oo ; .*Love Finds Andy H: sited » 
2side a Moonlit Stream.. » WOUMOUS. 6.6 sce * Booloo iwi ares oat 26 
| When They Played the Polka Robbins i : 
| « a. ° Ss Pop 9 
— | Naturally Lincol 33 
Mr. Gallag = ¥ ‘ ° : rj " ac —on . 4incoin i ee er re ee Pe y 
| . Gallagher and Mr. Shean,’ as with some yesteryear excerpt. He | I've Got a Date with a Dream. __. Feist omy Sa ‘Ky Star. me 
sung by Mr. Crosby and Mr. Mercer, — it with Garden of the! Will You Remember Tonight, Tomorrow? BVC j Pop o ss 
is the highlight waxing of the week, a ano —— Russ Carlyle | Little Lady Make Believe......... Olman ‘i ate - 
aru ae . i ;aoes rocals, | , Species ( 9 
Decca, 1960, as Bing Crosby and lak an uae ix needa Wiis at, | i Trumpet. Bion . Rebecca of Sunnybrook ‘Farn 23 
Johnny Mercer vocalize the latter’s | van’s version of ‘Spring Is Here,’ | You toa M ae nt ingen "Cowboy trom Brooklyn 23 
special lyrics discoursing on swing geen 4 done in vocadance style, | Spring Ts Here re ‘rele ot tee ce ] 2 
’ ti actus r al . naa - aie, af I r ee LODDINS : Married 4 ge on 
It’s coupled with ‘Small Fry,’ Hoagy Satan Ne wiee comes _— — | Isn't It Wonderful. Isn’t It Swell .. Miller Md oo eee eee eee = 
Carmichael’s sequel to his mem- |fox, in keeping with _ Med Rew the Bumpy Road to Love. * Feist Pop ne PRI ea 91 
orable ‘Lazy Bou.es’ and part of |tude of the tune, it's toe latharete ces of the Moon. PS me OEE «Garden of the Moon. 9] 
Crosby's forthcoming ‘Sing You Sin- |on Victor 25894. Revival of an old | hes gel” eae” gh Sy : ..Spler ..... . Pop o 21 
ners’ (Par) filmusical score. Vietor |Crosby tune, ‘Old Oxroad’ out of pegs : Faraway Look in Your ‘Eyes. 5 Tenney Pop 91 
Young’s Small Fryers, as the band is \‘College Humor,’ isn’t brisker. Claude ee +} aol Whisper. . .. Chappell POP .ccceccccsccoess 20 
quaintly billed, does the accomp to |Thornhill’s orchestra accomps, and Small Fr POE. cee eereeeceees oo ePOP .ucecccesesseccees 20 
both and -nanifests anew the |he, being her mentor, arranger and | 7, jones I W eae .-ramous . Sing You ‘Sinners. 20 
Crosby-Decea showmanship on wax |manager, undoubtedly also did the | es seers You Find It. 2 hice libata Harms ... .*Garden of the Moon..... 19 
which has made both best-sellers. |Orchestrations. In sprightlier mood | na Little Dutch Kindergarten ee ee ere Fox Say ties cK epee 19 
John Scott Trotter accomps Crosby | are Miss Sullivan’s ‘St. Louis Blues’ | Havin’ Myself a Time..........+.se-se0es Paramount .*Tropic Night........... 19 
on Decca 1934 in ‘Don’t Let That|and ‘L’Amour, Toujours’ on Vic} Don’t Be That Way.......seceseeesesseees Robbins Pop 17 
Moon Get Away’ and ‘Laugh and | 25895. . | Silver on the Sage teseeeees . Paramount .. “*The Texans........06-. 16 
Call It Love,’ ar.other couplet out of | Dick Todd vocadances ‘So Help | There’s Rain in My Eyes........-..++++++ Ager-Yellen .. Pop Das 16 
‘Sinners’; and still another excerpt Me’ and ‘Far Away Look in Your | My Best Wishes .BVC ob Pop 16 
is ‘Pocketful .f Dreams’ (Decca Eye’ in more than adequate manner | Daydreaming ........sssceeeeereeeeereeee Remick ....... -*G Diidinanes in Paris 15 
1933), also with Trotter, although the /on Victor 26004, baritonirg with full | If I Loved You EN ER EIEE TERE Words-Music ... Pop ey ee : 15 
companion piece, ‘A Blues Serenade,’ |Orchestra accomp. Todd is ‘ith | Gandy Dancer.............seeceseeeeeeees ABC . tees ere Pon RES ADEN ey ee 
has Matty Maineck doing the baton- | Larry Clinton’s corps of entertainers | Girl in the Bonnet of Blue... Crawford ...... -P ek oaeeeea 15 
ing. at Glen Island Casino. N. Y., and his | My Margarita........ .. Feist . ews ck ai ino spa npecicnbaa Aaiiny 5 
Vocalion has fortified Tony Martin | two part version of ‘Thanks for the | There’s a Brand New Picture. .. Witmark . qo 14 
with a good dance combo in Mannie |Memory’ still remains one of the| Don't Let That Moon Get Away .. Santly-Joy .. Sl ° You Sinners..... 14 
Klein’s Swing-a-Hu as, as he gives | best waxings of that unusual ballad, | When Twilight Comes.. _, Shapiro ... Pi ~ qe diaiee mners.....+-. , 
out ‘Song of Old Hawaii’ and ‘My |_ Back to ‘Married an Angel again, | BO LOVEE... 00... cccccsscccssans _, Crawford i eb ; 
Sweetheart,’ both in the grass-skirt jthis time under aevis of the three | Hi Yo Silver.... '“Chapvell ..... — NT a 
vein, on No. 4254. However. for | Andrews Sisters, with their unusual | When the Circus Cc ame ‘to Town. _. Shapiro ota 
straight foxtrot alladeering, Jerry | scat intricacies. Counling is ‘Land | Why’ya Make Me Fall in Love Feist . 5 Gna “ 
Joyce accomps on. Voc. 4255 with | of Sky Blue Waters’ (Cadman), like- | Rosie the Redskin...... "" Stasny Sagi tee i Pop is Bente 2) is 
_ My Lucky Star selections (Gor- | wise in the ultra 52d street idiom. | This time it’s Real................ ee on oe We a dal cs 3 
Weil and “This May Be My Nicht’ mecca Sake. } Tovtou, pee gua - Sitmark °C wboy fl om Bro \klyn 13 
¢ ; s Mz I cht. ee See eee, oytow Ji “Ee e St desde aaa : ; 
Another film-radio warbler, Buddy | | One Mines ieaen.. Che “e - Pop 1s 
canaigg pn a stuff vocaliy well on | ur | Moon Looks Down and Laughs 0 Ruby i ert 12 
oc. 91, culling two Rodgers and | Tur vik Bi G d | Ride, Tender Be sosteatabdiel ieee —? .. FOp sbi mw ws were 12 
Hart tunes out of ‘I Married an hpi e 09 | Figaro sae neta a ae ..*Cowboy from Brooklyn 12 
pyle title song—and ‘Spring sgeagi oe | | Lovelight in the Starli light. Bical ea '” Paramount ob ‘Sungie Love.... 2 
a bands oe eee Lincoln, Aug. 16. | Little Kiss at Twilight....... see "Paramount _ ee eee Bees - 
style? Ther erty ad eee ae | | ‘Fletcher Henderson, at the Turn-} You Couldn’t Be Cuter........... -Chanpell Mat ri ca ~ i 
s necessary to command attention, | pike Casino, grossed $750. There was | rit sing W eke + ate .. Pop rghit . 
ind the theory te correct. Destinos. | no advance sale on this band, a | HA Rai ns, Who Cs ares?. eeeee Morris . Pop ee essere eeeeneece ‘1 
nore, most often it works out well. | straight $1.50 per couple at the door. | Cx ned a + da aed ee hia Crawford ...... HEROD Kiestaes POR 11 
Music of Yesterday and _ Today | Noble Sissle, another colored outfit, Let’s B Ps Ghd és nese eeaned naka tae Gilbert i RENN rege ae eiRe SD 11 
Styled in the Blue Barron Way’ is | followed right in (13). | oes ig iy eee EEO NDI ry Weeees Seabees + 
‘mvosing enough on Bluebird 7709, Next whit i i ‘ ogg cle Meant ER I Se Sa dese le Si ia ted a een Ee Td haath lal pales talento 10 
ne er it’s the weight of the | (17). "henaene id H Tecdie tare! I Haven’t Changed a Thing............... BEAD 2.000 Pen nis saa en: 6 10 
et gy gM de ° ‘ om abt CUE RT PE 
sda tantly — —- S| loff for the rest of the month start- : oe ee 
Hotel Edison (N. Y.), ing in September for the fall and) Clarence Fuhrman Orch, staff) ° 
Y.), and while he’s | J S i 
yerhaps handic. pved by the ‘singing he oy season. | band at WIP, Philly, playing for the | an avitt’ S InX Linceln Bailroom Dees 
— Rag te oe Neg has a bright | os through the summer has been | — at Admiral hotel, Cape May, ian ees e e 
endit ¢ modern terps | goo N. N | W h N N 
a a | Philadelphia, Aug. 15. ice y it on- ames 
_Jan Savitt’s crew, house band at ——— 

q@ KYW here, ran into a tough luck | Lincoln, Aug. 16. 
engagement at the St: y, Pitts. | eee : : 
burgh, this week. “vt rs Po a2 “9 . King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, is hav- 
atre date outside of Phi — irst the-| ing a banner summer this year, de- 

Troubles ie ‘4 c “é \spite the fact ‘name’ bands few at 
gino anaes ' " e 7 si the way up) spot. Nat Towles, Johnnie Cox, 
ahihe : ) : 1€ a got in an ac-!|} Dave Haun and George Shuey have 
soe cs oe the manager, in- | been the best bets. 

Jured nis leg and was unable to con- . 
az Meantime, King ; also making 
ANNOUNCES THE COMPLETION OF HIS ~~ a — wane? money on his ol os Norfolk, 
der bandages are both working un-| which opened this year completely 

Baety ages. | remod > Ws grossed 

Rnieeie. Hindi. Menta ae ; = re modeled. Doc Lawson grosse¢ 

fa ND ' be a h break came a few! over $500 earlier this month at Nor- 
- B — »efore the band was to open! folk 
ast Friday. Batoneer Savitt was mn 
° < Ney: as ‘ecincieitaciaeicaitiadtianinitmmnaaciaanals 
' stricken with a stre cie j 
u . ene . ith a streptococcie infec- 
Something Excitingly New in Sound" tion of the throat and was forced | CORKY O'KEEFE EAST 
ni ‘ ) . ° 5 
O i ody ittsburgh hospital. George Hollywood, Aug. 16 
vatson, arranger, Ss -ading > . ‘Keefe ads east Fridaay 
ne Hundred Instruments band. ee te 2 ee ok 
9) after passing two weeks het 
. , . ——— a setting band dates for Rockwell- 
Dedicated to America's Youth Art Kassell orch moves this week | > “Cle CHents. _ 
from the Kennywood, Pittsburgh. to ined 
roe . the Lake We ’ ae | ' 
(Initially Announced in VARIETY—June 2, 1937) fe seg i " <-asine, Ft. Worth. Fletcher Henderson sect for Pa! 
: New York ive weeks, then back to| orama club, Schenectady, N. ¥ 
: es Sept. 21. 
Augmented by . = 
S - _— 
] 
THE CHORUS OF THE STATES Remic, publishes these two big hits 
et ' 
REMICK . ‘ORP ‘ , 
K MUSIC CORP., R.C.A. Bidg., N.Y. ©. Charlie Warren, Prof. Ms? 
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MUSIC-DANSAPATIO 





——— 


' Profit by Tobani Example 


Walter Douglas, chairman of the Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation, has urged the members to take immediately all necessary 
Jegal precautions in reinforcing the renewal rights to works which 
were written for hire. It is his suggestion that the pubs follow out 
the lines of procedure indicated in the recent Tobani case decision 
and have the composers of such works or their heirs’ signature as- 
signment of these rights to the publisher and thereby avoid any 
opening for litigation. 

Douglas’ proposal is that the publishers go through their old cata- 
logs and pick out such employee-for-hire numbers that they want 
to preserve under the copyright law and through payment of a con- 
sideration make doubly sure that there will be no legal dispute 
when the renewal periods become due. In the Tobani case a U. S 
circuit court held that the composer’s heirs were not entitled to the 
copyright renewal of works created while under hire to Carl Fischer 
but refused to order that the renewals obtained | 
signed to the publisher. This latter action puts ft 
tion in the public domain. 








\ a al ; 
tne heirs be as- 


yy 
he works in ques- 
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Inside Stuff—Music 





Synchronization fees collected on ‘American Patrol’ are being held up 


» the Music Publishers Protective Association pending the settlement of | 
by I lement of 


a dispute over the money between the Joe Morris Music Co. and Car] 
Fischer, Inc. 
tures involved used the Fischer band arrangement of ‘Patrol.’ while Mor- 
ris contends that he owns the composition’s copyright completely and that 
the only right ever conveyed Fischer concerned the printing and selling 
of orchestra and band copies. 

Morris granted Fischer the band and orchestra right 20 years aso If 
Fischer had taken out any copyrights on the number, he has done so with- 
out proper authority, states Morris. Julian T. Abeles has been retained by 
Morris to collect the $1,000 now held by the MPPA and to recover anv | 
amounts paid in the past to Fischer on the same score, 


A stunt which Mike Nidorf of Rockwell-O’Keefe originated for Larry 
Clinton’s orchestra at Glen Island Casino, N. Y., looks to pay dividends 
for the Victor recording band when it hits the one-nighters. It's a plan 
of ‘saluting’ the iesser towns, such as Johnstown, Pa.; Akron. O.. and 
kindred lesser burgs, which are good dance centers, none the less 

Result is that after adhering to the requests of this or that locale. the 
youngsters are charged up, and when the band next plays that stand it’s 
assured of extraordinary interest. 

It’s a sort of radio trailer, in short, for the one-nighters. 


Full hour anniversary broadcast of Bix Beiderbecke recordings last Mon- 
day night (8) by Martin Block, director of WNEW’s Make Believe Ball- 
room airings, brought such a deluge of requests for more of the ace | 
trumpeter’s waxings that they were repeated Saturday morning (13). 


| adniish prices at the start of Benny | 
| Goodman’s stay there last week, but | Greyhound club, Louisville, opening | 

lack of interest in Goodman swing | Aug. 19. 
| at $1.10 forced tariff’s return to nor- | ings 


| more Thursday nights for the mass 


WHAS, L’VILLE, SINGS | 22's, 
PROMOTE AMPHI NEEDS «22 cetnc"eusi, cs, <¢ 


with local vocal and instrumental 
soloists. Admish 15-25c., and pro- 
ceeds Over expenses are to go to 
; ; ‘ musicians. In addition to the vocal 
Times station, is promoting musical | ang instrumental concerts, WHAS is 
events to utilize the Iroquois Am-! promoting a radio jubilee for Auy 
phitheatre, erected early this year,! 27, using station talent and Bobby 
and which recently housed a four-| ytsell’s orchestra. 

week season of summer operettas, | 
presented by Fortune Gallo in asso- 
ciation with the Shuberts. First 
event was a folk-song and hymn- 
singing festival, under the direction 
of Homer Rodeheaver, former Billy| Because of excellent attendance at 
Sunday song leader. Some 500 voices the Oklahoma federal symphony’s 
from local choirs participated, and summer programs, 26 programs for 
proceeds were to go toward buying | the coming winter will be scheduled, | 
necessary equipment for the amphi- | A new attendance record of 6,000 | 
theatre, First two scheduled sings | was set for a one-night concert last 
were rained out, which leaves two’ week. 


ely ° 


1] 


Louisville, Aug. 16 


WHAS, the Courier-Journal and 


26 Okla. City Concerts 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 16. 


























IRVING BERLIN’S LATEST 


RKO’s sensational musical production “CAREFREE,” 
starring FRED ASTAIRE and GINGER ROGERS. 
With four hits: 


| USED TO BE COLOR BLIND 


THE NIGHT IS FILLED WITH MUSIC 


CHANGE PARTNERS 
THE YAM 


(The new dance novelty created by 
Fred Astaire and Irving Berlin) 


NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 
MY WALKING STICK 


Two Irving Berlin hits from New York’s record-breaking 
picture, “ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND” 


A Darryl Zanuck 20th Century-Fox Production 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


























Latter publishing firm bases its claim on the fact that pic- | 


from Holland, 


| rangement of Oscar Strauss 


DON MARIO EXONERATED | 





Was Charged With Contract Disre- 
gard—Union Accepts Him 


Breach of contract charges filed 


| with the National Executive Board 


of the American Fed. of Musicians 
against Don Mario, orchestra leader 
and singer, have been dismissed and 
Mario returned to good _ standing. 
Charges were preferred by Dolph 


Duerr, another orchestra pilot who 


sought $942.66 damages. Duerr 
originally included Paul Wimbish, 


| 


now with the Paul Whiteman office | 


| but at that time booking bands on 
| his own, and Ed Burt in the accusa- 


tion 

Difficulties grew out of a date 
booked for Mario by Wimbish at the 
Showboat Pitt Durgn last year 


Mario claimed he wanted to get 
away from leading to devote all his 
perfec ng invention Ol in 


nent for coin record ma- 


lines and had left his wn outf 
at the Embassy Club, Atlanta at the 
start of a 14-week date. Said that 


a crew Wimbish went 
booked him for four weeks 
tions at the Showboat. 

Duerr was playing in 
at the time and his 
brought- into Pittsburgh for 
Following a 
Mario refused to lead the outfit and 
explained the situation to the Show- 
boat manager. 
summer four days later. 
filed his charges and 
damages. 

Mario is currently gathering a new 
outfit and will book through CRA, 


Cleveland 
crew was 


to baton. rehearsal 


demand for 


| although aware that he was without 
ahead and 
with op- | 


Mario 


Club folded for the | 
Duerr then 


- On the 
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Upbeat 








Howard Woods to Tybee Beach, 
Savannah, Ga., July 13, until Sept. 
5, when season Follows 
George Hall, 


closes, 


Blue Barron and Jan 
make transcriptions series fo: 
Paul Kapp set. 

Gray Gordon opens Waco Pavilion. 
Syracuse, Ind., Aug. 22. 


Savitt to 
NBC 


One nite 


from Enna Jettick Park, Auburn 
N. Y., where he closed this week 
Fletcher Henderson pla‘ G 
tone ballroom Detroit, Se pt + 
29 for CRA 
The Cosmopolitan, strolle 
the Cavalier Inn, La Crosse, W 
Aug. 10 
Jan Savitt starts playing Cl 
Shribman’ New England «¢ 


Aug. 30 
Billy Yates into El 
Dalias, Tex., Aug. 10. 


v 7 
Tivoli club 


Bob Clayman’s band, with Ruby 
Rubinoff (Mrs. Clayman), daughte: 
of Dave Rubinotr, as vocalist, into 
Joe Becker’s Lincoln Terrace, Pitts- 
burgh, for indef stay. Succeeds Royal 
Worth and will have a KDKA-NBC 


wire, 


Hod Williams at the New Ocean 


Casino, Virginia Beach, during 


| August 


RAISED TARIFF 


SLOWS SWING B.0 


Wallace Reid, Jr., and his new 
orchestra opened a 10-week 
at Murphy’s in Phoenix, Ariz. 


stand 


Frank Trambauer orchestra set 
for one-night stand tour of Pacific 
-oast when they check out of L. A 
Biltmore hotel Sept. 14. 

Al Jarvis’ orchestra replaced Joe 
Venuti’s crew at the Villa in Venice, 


| Cal. 


Manhattan Beach, N. Y., summer | 


stand for name crews, upped _ its 


mal 55c. 
Goodman opened Aug. 7. 
supply dansapation for evening hops 


as well as afternoon jive. First night | 
with admish boosted crew drew 150 | 


payees. Rest of week, at 55c., was 
near sellout. 


Honeymoon on a Roof 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Shirra, other- 


wise Judy Starr, are honeymooning | 


‘atop the Hotel Astor roof, New York, | 


with Hal Kemp’s orchestra during 


their current engagement. Miss 
Starr is featured singer with the 


band and Shirra plays string bass. 
Couple were quietly married last 


week at City Hall, and are planning | 
| their honeymoon when layoffs per- 


mit. 


Music Notes 





Dr. Richard Hageman, composer, 
completed score for 
Paramount's ‘If I Were King,’ first 
music he has written for the films. 

Einar Nilson, conductor, signed by 
Max Reinhardt for ‘Faust’ at Pil- 
grimage theatre, L. A. 


Paul Marquard wrote a special ar- 
for added scenes in Metro’s 
Great Waltz.’ 

Max Steiner writing an 
score for Warners ‘Angels with Dirty 
Faces.’ 


music | 
‘The | 
| 


original | 


Jack Scholl and Moe Jerome wrote 


‘Song of the Mounted Police’ for 
Warners ‘Heart of the North.’ 

W. Frank E. Harling and Gerard 
Crprbonaro tiined in title song an‘l 
core for ‘Men with Wings’ at Para- 
mount, 

Martin Conroy, L. A. songwriter, 
cleffed a new aviation ditty, ‘It's a 
Corrigan.’ 


Dr. Arthur Guttmann finished con- 


ducting ‘The Great Waltz’ at Metro 


1 working out the musical de- 


Gene Johnson is opening 
isie publishing outfit in Hollywood 
Se 


pt. 1. 


Set to} 


Lawrence Welk fades from current 
stand at Chippewa, Lake Park, Chip- 
pewa Lake, O., to an indef stay at 


from the Greyhound via 


Band will have nightly air- | 


WHAS. Outfit makes its third visit 
this year to the Hotel William Penn, 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 3, where orch will 
have a Mutual wire. 

Tommy Dorsey released from 
quarantine in Hollywood after being 
bedded for 10 days with diphtheria 
throat, 

Frenchy Graffolier has terminated 
booking arrangement with Frederick 
Bros. office, Cleveland. Biz will bs« 


handled by J. D. Teege now from 
nent address in Galesburg, Ill 
Ina Ray Hutton, vai yy t 
t : I N. Y ret r 
( ( Septe 
CRA, 
Carl Deacon Moore ‘ | 4 
, = 
ru 
if 
Strollers, Charlotte Mille: Lamp 
Light Inn, Evansville, Il., Aug. 18 


Versatilians, St. Nicholas hote l, Dec- 
atur, Ill.. 27 and Mark Talent. Ever- 
green club, Chicago, 20 


Erskine Hawkins to one-niter bell 
for CRA, 


Starting Sept. 15. Exits 
Savoy ballroom, N. Y. 
Red Norvo and Mildred Bailey 


into Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., Aug. 
22. Kay Kyser returns on Oct. 4 to 
reopen the Pennsy’s grillroom. 


Ben Bernie theatres it at Earle, 
Washington, Sept. 16; Earle, Philly, 
°3 and Stanley, Pittsburgh, 30 for 
MCA. 

Lang Thompson to Bon Air club, 
Chicago, Sept. 16, after closing at 
New Terrace club, Virginia Beach, 
Va 

Lee Shelly is rehearsing a new 
band to reopen the Hollywood 
Casino (formerly Hollywood Res- 
taurant), N. Y., Sept. 15. He re- 
cently turned his old outfit over to 
Frank Dailey at the Meadowbrook 


| C. C., Turnpike, N. J. 


Leon Mojica renewed at El Patio 
ballroom, San Francisco, for CRA. 
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From the 20th Cc 
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itil 


n and Revel’s Latest and 


A DATE WITH A DREAM 
THIS MAY BE THE NIGHT 


VE 
COULD YOU PASS IN LO 
WISHING WELL 


entury-Fox Picture, 


“My Luc 


Gordon and Revel's 


MEET THE BEAT OF MY 
M-G-M Picture, 
“Love Finds Andy Hardy” 


Revel’s Te 


WHERE IN THE WORLD 


ict 
entury-Fox Picture, 


’ A, ec} a 
A Fresh Idea in Musical 


ON THE BUMPY ROAD TO LOVE 


By Al Hoffman, Al Le 


Introducing 
New Universal Picture, 






Greatest Score! 
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Song Sensation! 


HEART 


rrific Success! 





“Josette” 


Novelties 


wis and Murray Mencher 


Two New Hits! 


“Youth Takes a Fling” 


FOR THE FIRST TIME 
HEIGH-HO, 


By Jimmy McHugh and Har 





THE MERRY-0 
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Pitt Sees Better Sept. Biz After Brutal Miss Boats’ $10,000 Race | 


Summer in Niteries; Penn Shutters Grill 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 
Downtown night-club belt sees 
skies ahead next month after most, 
depressing summer season here in| 
years. Boys are already counting 
on the Pittsburgh Pirates making 


+ 


the World Series, with town plenty | 


baseball of 
in ll 


laying 


mad at prospect 

National League pennant 
years, and cafe Owners are 
elaborate plans to cash in. Even if 
the Pirates fail to come through, 
however, coming Sesqui-Centennial 


celebration of Allegheny County’s 
founding, which will extend through 
September, is expected to bring 


town big influx of out-of-towners. 

Nitery owners have been weep- 
ing each other’s shoulders an 
need plenty biz September, they 
say, to pull them out of the red 
experienced during the warm 
weather. Roadhouses have been do- 
ing fair, 
years, but trade in the downtown 
sector has been brutal. 

Floor 
bone, in 
nated entirely, and every 
without exception has cut 
department. 


on 


spot 
in every 
Working hours of mu- 
(Continued on page 62) 








FLANNAGAN AND ALLEN 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 








MOUNT ROYAL-LONDON 


MARBLE ARCH, W.I. 
APARTMENT HOTEL TERMS 
With PRIVATE BATH, BREAKFAST 
One Person 12/6 per night 
Two Persons...... 21/- per night 
Phone MAYFAIR—8640 
Miller Gordon—Controller 

















Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 











| attended 


first | 


although not up to recent} 


shows have been cut to the! 
some cases being elimi-| 





Lewis Back to Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Joe Lewis, who has been on both 
coasts since leaving Chicago, due 
back in town for a date in the near 
northside Hi-Hat. 
Opens Tuesday 
week minimum §s& 


Russo, After m | 
Yrs. in Chi Pits, 
Quitti 


1s 


23) for a four- 


{ 
ay 





Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Danny Russo conducts his own 


swan song from the pit of the pel 


ace theatre Aug. 25. Shy only a few 
months which would round out a/| 
full two-score years since he first 


wielded a baton at the old Palace, 


{and for 10 years previously at other | 


local Orpheum houses, 
played for nearly every act that has 


ever trod the vaude boards for| 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum. 
Entire theatre staff and current 


stage performers, headed by Al Tra- 


| han, gave him a testimonial banquet | 
last night (Mon.). City officials, 


newspapermen and other 


the feed, which was held 


'in basement of the Palace. 


| Russo will go to his ranch 

in North Hollywood, Cal.,_ for, 
temporary retirement. Charles Stein 
will preside over Palace pit crew} 


| orch, 


temporarily. 


Charlie Wilson P. A.’ing 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Charlie Wilson, ether comic regu- 


ing Aug. 25 


| Sacramento, C 


St. Louis, Aug. 16. 


Pic and radio companies 


} 


are | 


watching negotiations between Com- 


owner of 
and the 
of Com- 


Edwin C. Koenig, 
St. Louis, 
al., Chamber 


modore 


the Steamboat 


merce for a steamboat race on the 
Mississippi from St. Louis to New 
Orleans for a side bet of $10,000. 


Several years ago Koenig bought the 
Erastus Wells, the City of St. Louis 
harbor boat that originally cost $75,- 
000, for $4,500, built a new steel hull 
and converted it into a passenger 
and freight packet plying between 
here and the Louisiana metropolis. 


The news of the speed made by the 


St. Louis and Koenig’s prominence 
in inland marine circles brought 
forth a challenge from the Sacra- 


mento C. of C. that the Delta King 
or Delta Queen, both operating near 
the California burg, would beat the 
local boat in a river race. A con- 
test of this sort would revive the 
famous race between the Robert E. 
Lee and Natchez many years ago 


and furnish pic and radio companies | 


| with ome of material. 





Midnight-Dawn 


celebrities | 


| son. 
home| the Wednesday night (10) sail 


| 


| 
Russo has} 


N. Y. Showboat 


Bobby Sanford’s midnight-to-dawn 
showboat, which debuted Aug. 5, 





© 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Vaurety and Clipper) 





S. S. Leviathan 
Palace and jamming ‘em in. 
Downey tenored with the outfit. 


Emma Carus and J. Walter Leo- 





orch back at the} 
Berton | 


| and Art Frank, 


| 
| 
| 


pold hogged it at the Brooklyn Ge- | 
pheum. Both were home town folk. 

Two years after the murder of 
William Desmond Taylor, Mary Miles 
Minter announced she had been en- 
gaged to him. Apparently intended | 
to offset adverse publicity. but it did | 


not help her to a comeback. 

Aaualen. to go 
after renovation. 
had the 
to grind. 


Kinema, Los 
shows a day 
other houses 
All went back 


same 


Picture studios 


ban on all visitors. 


'N. Y. STRAND’S FIRST 
BANDSHOW ALL Ser 


Opening vaude show at the re. 
policied Warner Bros. Strand. on 
| Broadway, will feature Ben Bernie’, 
| band, with Lila Deane, singer: Nor. 
man Harris and Sylvia Shore, com. 
edy dancers; Betty Bruce. tapster, 

impersonator, 

House closes next Wednesday and 
Thursday (24-25) for redecorating 
and rehearsals of initial show. ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ (WB) will adorn screen 


In addition to having signed Ben 
| Bernie, Jan Garber and Ozzie Nels son, 


| New York Strand has a deal on with 


lwo 
Two 
policy. 


in Los slammed a 
Will Hays blamed 


by the Chamber of Commerce, which 


visioned 
spots 


tourists 


Lionel Atwill in 


| Fool’ was heading at the Palace, Chi. 
| Audience liked the turn in spite of | 


its class. 


Denver managers cut salaries 25%, 


but unions had not yet accepted. 


Tabulation showed that 135 
ture pictures were lined up for 


inew season to cost $75,000,000. There 


Folds Suddenly 


folded suddenly last week after cast- | 
ing off on only six sails un the Hud- | 


Curtain was drawn following 
Tub 


was equipped for gambling of a sort 


were seven in 
There were 25 costing between that 
and $500,000 and 100 costing slightly 
less. Some 800 releases were sched- 





uled in all. Declared to be far too 
many for the market to absorb. 
Keith office did not officially bar 


mammy songs for coming season, but 


detouring to other | 


‘The White Faced | 


fea- 
the 


the $1,000,000 class. | 


intimated that it would not help the | 


bookings any to follow 


the old line. 


| Getting too much alike. 


|as a sideline to admish tariff. On| 
lan enclosed top deck, a _ billiard 
|table provided a spot for galloping 


| dominoes. Boat got in only one dice 
| get-together, however, before it 


folded. . 


Backed by Meyer Davis, orchestra 
leader, boat had a heavy nut. Be- 


larly on WGN, is out on some vaude | side operation costs, floor show car- 


dates around the midwest. 
Working with Jimmy 
which is on tour 


Grier’s 


tory. 

Andre Setare scoring ‘“Touch- 
down, Army’ at Paramount, with | 
Irvin Talbot conducting. 


is 





BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46' ST. NEW YORK 
Biyant 9-7800 





J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 























HARRIETTE 





The ORIGINAL “DANCE CAVALCADE"”’ 


Originated and Executed by Caperton and Columbus 
Is Fully Protected by Copyright 


CAPERTON a COLUMBUS 


NOW AT LOEW’S 
(Week August 11th) 


CHARLES 


STATE, N. Y. 








in this terri- 


;paid. -Bad weather, trouble 
boats, etc., plus lack of interest, 


with 
were 


|}reasons given for the tub’s exit 








Schedule called for two sailings 
nightly, first showing off at 12:30 


|a.m, and second at 3:30 a.m, 





CLUB BOOKERS 
ORG. IN CHI 


Chicago, 

Booking offices, 
handling club dates, have organized 
locally under the tag of Entertain- 
ment Managers Assn. of Chicago, Of- 
ficers selected for the initial term 
are David O'Malley, president; 
George Konchar, v.p., and Lyman 
Goss as secretary-treasurer. George 
Hillman 


Aug. 16. 


and James Thompson are 

in as trustees on the governing 
board. 

Organization marks an effort to 


straighten out many of the situations 


| Breitbart 


| 


Keith circuit planned to use German 
100-mark notes as throwaways for 


strong man. He had used 
the same stunt in Berlin. 


| 
} 


Interstate Circuit paid Mme. Petro- 


va top salary, 
single and 


but she did two acts, a 


a sketch. Four-week 


| booking. 
| ried two orchestras and 26 principals | 
j}and chorus girls, All performers were | 


Edison lamp works, 


on the Jersey 
meadows, 


used a regular vaudeville 
act to entertain its employees during 
the lunch hour. Each act booked for 
four days and to do 15-18 minutes. 





Keith 


office giving first call to 
| comedy acts. Felt that big names 
and small performance were detri- 
ments. Comedians could pull them 
in, 


Looked like a good season for legit 
musicals, About a dozen 


being 
readied. 


Philly Nitery Biz S 


particularly those | 


and tactics which have been causing | 


plenty of headaches for both agents 
and acts in the club business, 


Bad, New Taxi Strike 





Can’t Hurt Very Much 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Taxi strike, which began here yes- 
terday (Mon.), has put no notice- 
able crimp in nitery biz as yet. As 
one hotchery operator put it, biz is 
so bad already, there's 

could make it any worse. 
Lack of transportation, however 


nothing 


: ae 
it continues until next weekend, is 
figured to depress theatre takes. as 


| it has done in the past. 


Club field has been the particular | 
target for chiselers the past few sea- | 


sons, 
about the coffee-and-cake payofls in 
spots known to be paying pretty 
good coin to the bookers. In addi- 
tion, there has been a wave of cut- 


with acts complaining bitterly | 


| throating among the bookers them- |! 


| selves, 
ding each other 


with the bookers underbid- 
on dates and then 
making up for the low bids by forc- 
ing reduced salaries on the acts. 


Vaude Unit Troupe 
In Canada Rail Wreck 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Members of the Ernie Young ‘In- 
ternationale Follies’ troupe, 
playing fair dates, were shaken 
and some of them were injured 
a train tangle near Winnipeg 
week, 

Young suffered a head cut. Among 
others who were bruised and slight- 
ly injured were Tony Nuzzo, Billie 
Garland, Sam Steffen and Tommy 
Gleason. 


now 
up 
in 
last 








JOHN STEEL BANKRUPT, 


LISTS $40,070 DEBTS 


John Steel is broke. Tenor. who 
earned as much as $3,500 weekly in 
Ziegfeld shows, has filed a petition in 
bankruptcy in New York, listing lia- 
bilities at $40,070 and assets of $350. 
Steel recently played four weeks 
at Billy Rose’s Casa Manana on 
Broadway. Among the debts he 
listed was one for $6,000 back in- 
come taxes and a claim for $30,000 
filed against him by Bradford Mills. 
of the Barbizon Plaza hotel, N. Y.. 
charging breach of contract. 


Horace Heidt’s orchestra 


and has set 
Harriett Hilliard 


as a specialty act 

to come in with Nelson 
Although Heidt was also talking 
to the Paramount people for a date 
on Broadway, understood he has 
made a verbal commitment to War- 


ners to go into the Strand 


King’s Jesters into the Commodore 
| club, Detroit, Sept. 17. Joseph Sudy 
| follows them at the Sir Francis 
Drake hotel, San Francisco, Sept. 15, 











)/GLORIA 
GRAFTON 


ARROWHEAD INN 
SARATOGA 


aw 
“Gloria Grafton’s version 


of ‘This Time It’s Real’ at 
Versailles is grand.” 


—Walter Winchel. 

s 
“Miss Grafton sells a song 
well, looks ditto, works 
with a mike but doesn’t 


hug it, and is effective on a 
cafe floor.” 
—Abel, 
s 
“Gloria (Glorious) Graf- 
ton’s version of ‘Week End 
Of a Private Secretary’ is 
as good as a trip to Havana 
. if the radio scouts don’t 
grab this gal they ought to 
have their heads exam- 
ined.” 


V ARIETY. 


—Danton Walker, 

N. Y. Daily News. 
2 
“Gloria Grafton is clos- 
ing at the Mounds Sunday. 
If vou haven’t seen her 
you’d better hurry because 
she’s the most. exciting 
thing that’s happened to 
Cleveland this year.” 

—Winsor French, 

Cleveland Press. 


ae 
Generally Held Over 
as at 
Versailles, New York 
and 


Mounds, Cleveland 
be 


CONTACT 
JACK BERTELL 


GLORIA 
GRAFTON 











a 





Just Returned From a 


Now 


Personal Mer., 
American Rep.: JACK BERCELL 





HILDEGARDE 


Triumphant 
Appearing at the 


MOUNDS CLUB, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


ANNA SOSENKO 


Tour of Europe and 


European Rep.: HENRY SHER? K 
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Fort Worth, Aug. 16. 

Entire Casa Manana was sold out, 
4.000 seats, for the Edgar Bergen- 
‘Charley McCarthy’ personal Aug. 
13, same day the sale opened. Sec- 
ond performance same night also 
sold out and more than $10,000 in 
pank for the two nights. 

This year's edition has been so 
who 


business men 


successful that 
ked the show are optimistic about 


ack all they subscribed for 


bac 
getting b 
the enterprise, $50,000. 

J. C. Stein, president of MCA, pro- 


ducer of the varieties, is accompany- 
ing Bergen here to inspect the out- 
door theatre-restaurant. MCA is us- 
ing the Casa as a gauge to expansion | 
in the outdoor field. W. H. Stein, | 
v.p. of MCA, returned to New York | 
after checking results. 

Second edition of this year’s show 
opened Friday (12) with Jan Garber | 
and Morton Downey, held over, fea- | 
tured. Dances, acts and costumes top | 
first edition, which ran two weeks. 
Show pleases customers better than 
Casa of 1937, even though not quite 
so spectacular. It makes up in talent 
what it lacks in that respect. 

Other acts are Hal Silver, wire 
act, recently with Cole Bros.; Dare 
and Yates, comedians; Ames and 
Arno, comedy dancers; Sunny O’Day, 
tap dancer; Patricia Norman, singer; 
Jack Gregory and Co., hoop rollers, 
and the Olympics, skating act. Silver 
was tops. 

Business second week was $20,000 
gross, minus tax, 20% above first 
week, Lew Wasserman, executive di- | 
rector for MCA, announced. Show | 
will run through Labor Day. Man- 
agement dickering with W. C. Fields, 
Judy Garland and Frances Langford | 
for personals. 





Forth Worth, Aug. 16. 

The widely-heralded rivalry of 
Forth Worth and Dallas is in the 
spotlight again. It received national ! 
attention during the Centennial year 
and again last year. Now Dallas 
newspaper writers are casting an ap- 
praising eve at Forth Worth’s amuse- 
ments this summer and wondering 
why Dallas has not continued to offer 
such attractions. 


Fort Worth’s Casa Manana is at- | 
tracting many Dallas folk nightly and | 
this city has two other dine and | 
dance spots, the Casino and the, 
Showboat, both on Lake Worth, | 
Which are magnet: to hundreds of 
visitors from down the Trinity River. 

Fort Worth nighthawks point to 
the fact that recently Wayne King, 
Ted Weems and Isham Jones were | 
playing the same week at spots here. 


Hollywood Rest., When 
It Reopens, Will Have 
Runway for Bar Lure 





Hollywood Restaurant, N. Y.. cur- 
tently undergoing a refurbishing in 
Preparation for World Fair biz, will 
occupy two floors and have two en- 
trances on Broadway and Seventh 
a Street level will be oc- 
upied by a large circular bar for | 
= elbow bending, but a run- 
Ha around the bar and in the 
— of it will be a parade ground 
or lookers from the show upstairs, 
as a lure, 
ad Posed plan is similar to layout 
— by Billy Rose for his 
+ ave Palace, which he is plan- 
- for Times Square this fall. 
as main dining room 
je be laid out on the style of the 
ty International Casino. Tables 
“pean on tiers graduating away 
“S Upward from the dance floor. 


PETERS SISTERS SAIL 


Sisters 

ei (3) for European date via an 
g 4 

d Agement with Harry Lowe, Lon- 

On agent. 

"agp harmony trio sailed Fri- 

tevy 12) for London to go into the 
nents Away,’ opening Aug. 

Palladiu will also double into the 
‘um, opening same @4j. 


Philly Niteries On 


| advisement. No 
| given for 


‘for filing of applications and pay- 


|ropean talent scouting and booking 
! ° 
trip. 


|Michon Bros., Chilton and Thomas, 


rossman has set the Peters | 





——— = _____VAUDE-NITE CLUBS _ 
(lick of Casa, with Edgar Bergen, 
Inspires Ft. Worth Investors to Hope 


| 
| 


Their Investments 


Francis Renault Taken 
For a Ride; $228 Loss 


Atlantic City, Aug. 16. | 
Francis Renault, entertainer at the | 
Frolics Cafe, was taken for a ride 
early Sunday morning (14) by two 
men and a woman, who pulled a | 


gun On him and relieved him of $228 | 





| and also demanded his costume jew- | 


elry, which they insisted was real. | 
Trio were patrons of the nitery who | 
had offered to take him home when | 
the cafe closed at 6 am. 

The men were later apprehended | 
by Atlantic City police, who are| 
holding them on warrants issued by 
Magistrate C. B. Driscoll. In addi- 
tion to the holdup charge the men 
are also accused of theft of an au- 


| tomobile. 





Spot with Likker 
Bid; Arcadia Rap 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

Hearing by the State Liquor Con- 
trol Board of the Arcadia-Interna- 
tional, ace Phillp nitery, for selling 
booze after hours, was turned into 
a circus yesterday when Proprietor 
Art Padula brought counter charges 
of agents stealing his menus. 





Arcadia hearing was on evidence 
obtained last January just produced | 
now. Harry G. Tarrington, examiner | 
for the board, took the case under | 
decision will be| 

about 10 days. Usual 
punishment is a small fine, although 
the Arcadia’s license could be re-| 
voked. 

Arcadia is only one of hundreds 
of spots here which are suddenly be- 
ing called to task for offenses six 
months old. The Embassy will have 
a hearing today on similar charges 
and 50 other cafes are already on the 
sked. Many others will face a 
sefious test on Sept. 2, the deadline 


ment of $650 fees for 1939 licenses. 


NAT KALCHEIM BACK 
FROM SCOUT ABROAD 








| broadcast session, but 


Rained-Out Vaude Show 


On Again Tonight Wed.) Saratoga Given 36 Hours Respite 


Two-hour variety show at Ran- 
dall’s Island stadium, N. Y.. sched- 


uled for last Wednesday (10) night, | 


but cancelled because of rain, goes 
on tonight (Wed.). 

Ferde Grofe’s orch, Connie Bos- 
well, Eddie Garr, Bob Howard & the 
Six Continentals and other acts are 
set for the outdoor stage. Grofe will 
direct his crew in an all-Gershwin 
concert, 


TED LEWIS ORCH 
TO HEAD N. Y. 
CASA SHOW 
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And the Beys Pronto Started Taking 





Reopening Pelham Heath 
After Being Dark 5 Years 


| Old Pelham Heath Inn on Pelham) jas 


Advantage; Lid’s Tighter'n Ever 


By JACK PULASKI 


Saratoga, Aug. 16. 
The lid on gambling was removed 
t Thursday (11) but after 36 


} 


Road, Bronx, N. Y., will reopen Oct. | hours of unlimited plunging it was 
. vie > . + + ) +) in ver 
1 after being shuttered for about five | ' ed down t cl na ever. 
€ nt 1 other 

years. Operators are undecided on ti : , 
’ . i \ | ] ( TY > 
whether there will be a floor show easure Au arvest that 
policy. Cost about $15,000 to re- i ulwa a ed e race 
7 meet at teri place 

build once famous spot , aC 

therebd é 
Frank Galassi’s band, with vocal- p 
it 5 ¢ ) € | - 
ct arrie 7 =) ’ » sta- 

ist Harriett Brent, will open. Sta- | .,u,asin; ation here, with youns 
tion WOR, N. Y., will pick up music| district attorney Alfred Simons in 
three times weekly for broadcast. the saddle. He is said to have given 


Casa Manana will cont:nue with its | 


present vaude-band policy until 
stunt wears thin and will not change 
back to the former girley revue 
shows, states Charlie Freeman, head 


|of Billy Rose’s new booking depart- | 


ment. Operating officially for first 
time Monday (15), Freeman set Ted 
Lewis’ band and Robert J. Wildhack, 


sneezing comedian, as initial attrac- | 


tions for new show opening Aug. 28 

Yance band as relief to Lewis’ 
crew and other names to bolster the 
next bill are being sought. 


announced holdover. 

Freeman was dickering for NBC’s 
‘Information Please, quiz program, 
featuring Clifton Fadiman, Franklin 
P. Adams «nd John Kiernan, news- 
papermen, but any deal was nixed 
by John Royal of NBC, who wants 
to save them for a possible commer- 
cial. Would not have included the 
would be a 
regular act with Casa Manana cus- 
tomers shooting questions at the 
brain boys, a la the radio show. 

Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Bob Hope turned down a bid to 
head Billy Rose’s Casa Manana 
show in New York for four weeks 
starting Aug. 28. 

Refusal due to filin and 
commitments. 


‘Pealin’-the-Peach’ 
With Bare Tootsies 
Comin’ Up from Dixie 





radio 








Broadway will see a new ‘pealin’- 
the-peach’ dance, which was born 
at Pawley’s Island Inn, S. C., ac- 
credited cradle of the big apple, 
little peach, etc. Bob Christenberry, 
Astor hotel v.p. and g.m., on a quick 
Dixie swing with George D. Lott- 
man, his special press relations, saw 


|! the new dance being done by young 


Nat Kalcheim, of William Morris | 
office, arrived back in New York | 
Monday (15) from seven-week Eu- | 
Dick Henry, of same office, 
sails today (Wed.) to peddle Yank 
acts on Morris roster over there and 
work on negotiations Kalcheim 
started. 

During stay in London and Paris, 
Kalcheim viewed variety shows, 
cafes, etc., and has about two dozen 
acts lined up for immediate work 
here. While there he peddled the 


Marion Bellet and English Bros. for 
dates abroad, and sent Rolf Hol- 
bein to U. S. from London, He also 
has deals for Lou Holtz and Al Nor- 
man on the fire over there. 





Ed Sullivan in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Ed Sullivan is coming into the 
Chicago, here, Sept. 19. 

Hollywood columnist for the N. Y. 
News is playing this house for the 
first time, although he has played 
RKO Palace here 


Ed Sullivan comes east to m.c. the 
Harvest Moon balls conducted by the 
News in N. Y. While east, John 
Chapman, of the staff, will cover 
Hollywood for the News. 


PARSONS DELAYS SHOW 

Kay Parsons deferred the debut of 
the third edition of her Showboat 
revue from its originally scheduled 
opening last night (Tues.) until Fri- 
day (19). 

Lillius Cairns. Ruby Barth and 
Norman and heMay wll helcover. 


folks in evening dress and bare feet, 
and is bringing them up to N. Y. for 
a Broadway debut this Friday (19) 
atop the Astor Roof with Hal Kemp’s 
orchestra. 

A dozen of the S. C. boys and girls 


are being brought north, plus two 


chaperones, for the fortnight’s en- 
gagement at the hostelry. 


Rogers’ Injunction Exits 
Herbert from the Int'l 


Injunction by Harry Rogers, man- 


|ager and producer of ice shows, to 


restrain Frenchy Herbert, skating 
comedian, from appearing in the 


current International Casino, N. Y., 
show, was granted in New York Fri- 
day (12). Herbert bowed out of the 
show the following day. 

Rogers claimed he had 
tied up for six months, commencing 
July 20, 1938, to appear in his St. 
Moritz ice carnival. Stated also that 
six weeks of bookings, opening with 
Asbury Park Monday (13), would 
have to be cancelled if Herbert did 
not appear. Attorney David Wolpe: 
represented Rogers 


L. A. Seeks Federal Aid 
For $35,000,000 Center 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 


City Co mcil na app! ed the 
propo ed $6,500,000 Cultu ] Art 
Center, to be erected as part of the 
$35.000.000 Civie Center plan 

Councilman John W. Baumgartner 


d City Engineer Lloyd Aldrich are 
in Washington to promote $16,000,000 
o Federai tunas. 


Current | 
show still has two weeks to go on| 


Herbert | 


EFA Deal Cold, 
AFA Will Org 
Pitt on Own 


Minimizing the threat of a stiff 
front from the Entertainers’ Federa- 
tion of America, Pittsburgh vaude 
and cafe artists’ union, the American 
Federation of Actors has launched its 
own organizing drive in that area. 
AFA sought at first to absorb the 
EFA, but demands for separate au- 
tonomy stymied. 

Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- | 
tary of the AFA, claims that at no 
time did he demand the treasury of 
the EFA before taking them into the | 
|AFA. This was stated as one of | 
|the complaints of EFA against | 
aligning. However, he does not want 
to give them separate autonomy and | 
demands that all monies collected in | 
|name of the AFA be turned over to | 
the national office. Money collected | 
'on EFA name could have been re- | 
funded on pro rata basis to EFA | 
members, however, for use as dues 
|/and initiation into the AFA. White- 
head claims the cooperation of the 
Central Labor Council of Pitt, AFL 
affiliate. 

AFA will also hold a closed meet- | 
ing Aug. 23 in the Actors’ Church, | 
New York, for vote on proposed new 
,vaude and club acts’ wage scales. 
| Howard Wheeler, prez of the Enter- 
tainment Managers Assn., will speak. 
EMA has applied as a body for AFA | 
| licensing, 


COLONIAL, DAYTON, SET 
FOR VAUDFILM POLICY 





Cincinnati, Aug. 16. 

A. M. Frudenfeld, assistant direc- 
tor of RKO houses in southern Ohio, | 
with headquarters here, has set the 
RKO Colonial, Dayton, to open with | 
vaudfilms Sept. 2 at 40c. top. First! 
week’s show of six acts is to be 
| headlined by Oswald. Nick Lucas | 
will be the second week’s headliner. 
Bookings by Warren Jones of Chi- 
cago. 
| Ciney’s RKO Shubert, which re- 
lights Friday (19) with straight pics 
for a starter, will probably add stage 
shows when cool weather sets in, as 
was the case last season. 


Tobin to Call Badminton 
e 

Plays in London Vaude 

Joe Tobin, former announcer on 
stations WOR and WMCA, sailed for 
London last week to open at the 
Palladium, Sept. 24. Also due for 
British Broadcasting guest announc- 
ing stints. 

Tobin has been set for two month 
at the house, calling points, ete., in 
badminton matches between Ken 
Davidson and Hugh Fogie. Davidson 
was formerly here working with 
Thelma Kingsley, woman champ, 


BALLANTINE SWITCHES 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Ballantine (and Pierce), 
turned agent, has left 
the Central Booking office t 
Consolidated Radio Artists. 

Will head new cafe department 
out of Chicago office. 


Lucille 
who recently 


go witn 


| cific 


the nod that staried the wheels 
sp:rning, but there were other spe- 
which were disre- 
garded, and which resulted in John 


orders, 


|Law becoming peev2d and stepping 


in again. 


Gaming resorts which formerly 


were wide open in the town itself 
were told to close down at 7 p.m.,, 
with all uch activities liting to 
Lake Saratose which meant the 
area of dinner and night. clubs, 
which all have casinos for those 
who like to take a chance. Instead, 


however, a couvle of clubs ran full 
blast Thursday night and that spilled 
the apple cart, so the regulars ex- 
plain. Over the weekend there were 
roving dice games in sunnosed hide- 
aways and players could enter after 
a quick double-o by lookouts. Most 
of the sporty visitors, however, ap- 


peared to duck such spots, leery of 


a pinch or figuring on _ being 
crossed, 

Herbert Bayard Swope, head of 
New York’s Racing Commission, 


stated that the Saratoga meeting is 
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K. C. JUBILESTA 
SHOW ALL SET 


(Continued on 


Kansas City, Aug. 16. 

Lineup. for town’: Sept. Jubilesta 
to be held in new city auditorium 
is completed with signing of Jimmy 
Grier’s orch, Connie Boswell, Joe 
Cook and Nick Lucas for the open- 
ing two-day show. 

Bill will also see Rudy Vallee and 
his unit, Tommy Dorsey’s_ band, 
Uncle Ezra, Hoosier Hot Shots, Billy 
House and the Laff Liners, Burns and 


| Allen, besides the water ballet and 
| Tiny Town shows. 


With expectations of visiting fire- 
men and extra emphasis on enter- 
tainment during run of Jubilesta, 
Sept. 17-25, theatre men are concen- 


| trating on some heavy film and stage 
attractions for their own protection, 


Fox Tower has booked Benny Good- 
man for its stage attraction week of 
Jubilesta. 

Week will give 
line-up of film and 
in years, 


K.C. its biggest 
stage attractions 


A. C. NITERIES EXPECT 
HYPO WITH CURFEW NIX 


Atlantic City, Aug. 16. 
Resort night life is going into the 
home stretch for a bangup finish Lae 
bor Day weekend, when most of the 
places will be gcing 24 hours steady 
in a final cleanup, and they need it 
City commission this week, follow- 
ing conferences between political 
bigwigs and Atlantic City Licensed 
Beverage Assn., decided that the 
Sunday morning closing law was too 
drastic and decided to cance! it. 
However, it still must have the Siate 

Alcoholic Commissioner's approvel 


Winstead’s Minstre's 
Finds Woe in Dixie 


’ ' ' 4 A 1é 
Winsteac Mir el Show hit tourh 
n ni p | on Dixie tour, 
On ove is night, several rows of 
eats collapsed, hurling 400 patrons 
rou! and resulting in several 
! Local v firm next morne- 
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Product Threatens Success 





| 
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Of N. Y. State's Ist Drive-In Theatre 


By DICK GILBERT 

Valley Stream, N. Y., Aug. 14. 

New York State’s first open-air 
automobile drive-in theatre opened 
near here Wednesday (10). Headed | 
for an initial week gross of about 
$3,100, first night take was around 
$700 for the 700 carloads of cus- 
tomers, who passed the turnstiles in 
spite of heavy rain. More than 200 
motorbuggies were turned away for | 





the second show. Capacity is 900, 
cars. 
Buiiit on a 12-acre plot, formerly 


site of Curtis airport. Sunrise Drive- | 
In Theatre consists of a giant screcn, 
60 feet wide by 48 ieet high, a pro- 
jection booth 250 feet way, and be- 
tween the two a series of semi-circu- 
lar ramps, whica elevate the front | 
ard depress the rear of each car as it 
swings out of one of the 30-foot aisles 
to face the screen. Customers re- 
main in their cars. Smoking is per- 
mitted. 

The ramp arrangement makes it 
possible for all -uto patrons to have 
unobstructed views of the screen, 
which is elevated about 30 feet above 
ground level. 

Incoming 


end outgoing patrons 
don’t block the view of those who 
are parked. All cars enter from the 
left of the screen and depart toward 
the right, guided by a ccrps of 20 


ushers, some on bicycles, who use , 
flashlights to signal th~ course. 
Policy is two shows nightly, the 


first one at dusk, rain or shine, with 


three changes weekly. Single fea- 
tures and shorts comprise the bill, 


and herein is the grea‘est thrent to 
success of Sunrise Drive-In. Prod- 
uct is weak and fourth or fifth run, 
which will pall on the family trade 
unless overcome. Howeve the dark 
irtimacy and privacy make for a pet- 





ter’s paradise at 35c a person (no | 
charge for cars). | 
Program for first week is ‘Start | 


Cheering’ (Col) with Jimmy Durante | 
and Walter Connolly, Silly Sym- 
phony in technicolor, Andy Clyde 
comedy and sports short for Wed.- 
Thurs. (10-11); ‘The Saint in New 
York’ (RKO), with Louis Hayward; 
Edgar Kennedy comedv. sports short 
and newsreel for Fri.-Sat. (12-13); 
‘She Married an Artist.’ with John 
Boles and Luli Leste; Mickey Mouse 
cartoon, Charlie Chase comedy and | 
news for Sun.-Tues. (14-16). 

Two operators handle projection, | 
which is up instead of down, and | 
requires special pedestals for the | 
machines and 200 amperes of current 
compared with abovt 15 amperes in 
average house, due to the long out- | 
door throw cf ligh. Incidentally, 
Durante’s schnozzle is about six feet 
long on the gi:nt screen, which will 
five an idea of the size of the figures; 
however, the effect is okay. 

Sound is handled by six custom- 
built directional speakers located 
atop screen housing, a steel-framed 
Structure 80 feet high by 110 feet 
wide, which 'so houses the offices 
and electrical switchboards for light- 
ing the grounds. When it rains, 
sound is directed through the tops 
of cars. 

Sunrise Drive-In is owned and 
managed by Michael M. Rothstein, of 
Boston, who vot the idea after visit- 
ing the four drive-in theatres located 
in Boston, Providence, Lowell and 
Lynn, Mass. There are five other 
outdoor motor theatres in the coun- 





+ 


| tiny thrush 





try, in Burbank and Westwood, Cal.: 
Detroit, Cleveland and Union. N. J. 
There was one at Camden, N. J.. for 
a while, but it folded when it couldn't 
get satisfactory films. 

This is Rothstein’s first venture in 
show biz. He leased the land from 
the Chanins, who built the equip- 
ment. The layout cost $60.000. He's 
counting on a season from April 15 
to Dec. 1. 

The drive-in outdoor theatre idea 
is patented by R. M. Hoilingshead, 
vice-president of a firm that makes 
an auto cleaner, and W. W. Smith, 
operator of paring lots. Patent is 
based on the angle of vision. They 
all cut in on a rovalty basis. 

First-timers will do well to take 
along coats and mosquito salve for 
protection. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 14. 
zzie Nelson orch, Harriet Hil- 


liard, Frank Paris’ Marionettes, Fritz) 


& Jean Hubert, Everly Poe, Lou! 
Schrader house orch; ‘Spaed to Burn’ 
(20th). 


a 


aided, as it frequently does, by toss- | 





After powerful bills last two ses- 
sions, Earle show limps somewhat! 
this week. Considering house's high 
nut for a name band and chirper,| 
stage presentation is short on enter-| 
tainment. It’s also 10 minutes shorter | 
than the usual hour. Ozzie Nelson | 
crew is strong and Harriet Hilliard 
ls a swell warbler, but it requires 
stronger acts to build up the show. 
Dr else Nelson will have to add lots 
more powerful novelties than he 
now offers. 

Aside from Miss Hilliard, each of 
the three acts Nelson carries with 
him is only so-so. Earle might have 








| 
ing in a marquee name on its own. | 

Band opens show with ‘Alexand- | 
der’s Ragtime Band,’ Nelson tossing | 
in a plug for the picture of the same} 
name. Then goes into ‘Old Gray 
Bonnet.’ Jumps into swing on this, | 
with plenty of neat variations and| 
ends with a hot vocal by Nelson. | 
Chirping by maestro okay despite | 
his rasal tang. At show caught, | 
however, he lapsed into a sour puss) 
every so often 

Nelson first brings on Evelyn Poe, | 
and quite a looker. Lets 
out with fair pipes and lots of what| 


it takes. Mugging plenty, she sings| 
‘Rhythm Man,’ ‘Moon Is Here Again | 
and ‘Love Bug.’ Arrangement on} 
later n.s.h 

Frank Paris’ m nettes follow. 


He first brings on Zorina, the baller- 
ina, then Dopey of the Seven Dwarfs, | 
Sonia Henie and finally a clown that 
trucks. Marionettes are stiff and un- 
sraceful and not’ very lifelike. 
Doney and the clown, however, are 
eood for laughs. ; 
3and comes in next with an orig- 
inal number, a good novelty, with 
Nelson vocaling the trials and tribu- 
lations in a band leader’s life. Pre- 
sents, too, some good comedy by 
members of the band. 
Fritz and Jean Hubert, drunks, go} 





' through much slapsttick pantomime, | 
| but 


a? 


li 
funny. 


all too slow ard not too! 
Pair both work in tails and| 
there’s some surprise at the finish| 
when one is revealed as a femme. | 
Fritz’s unprofessional clowning with) 
Nelson in the encore detracts. 
Miss Hilliard really is the strong | 
point. She has a pleasing voice, | 
good personality and is plenty at-| 
tractive. Ovens in a duo with leader- 
hubby on ‘Remember Me,’ then goes 
into ‘Says My Heart.’ which she in- 
troed: ‘Kid in the Three-Cornered 
Pants,’ which is given a nice touch 
by her announcement that it was 
written for hers and Nelson’s baby 
son, end ‘Music, Maestro, Please.’ 
Orch finales with ‘Martha.’ the opera, 
played in swing, and geod. Herb. 


S 





STATE, N. Y. 


Nils T. Granlund, Eileen Wenzel, 
Geraldine Ross, Caperton & Colum- 
bus, Violeta & Rosita, Bee Hee Ru- 
byatte Troupe (7), Three Speeds, 





i Slate Bros. (3), Big Apple Dancers| 


(6), Fay Carroll, Betty Lorraine, Na- 
omi Johnson, Sylvia McKay, Collette 
Francis, house orch; ‘Shopworn| 
Angel’ (M-G). | 





This bill is another of Nils 
Granlund’s attempts to stretch a lit-| 
tle talent over a lot of running time. 
It doesn’t succeed but N.T.G. has 
done as well as could be expected 
with the ingredients. There are} 
amusing moments in the show but 
they’re widely spaced among long 
dead spots. Compressed into half the 
time it would be satisfactory but, as 
caught at the last showing Thursday 
(11), it’s anemic. 

Besides N.T.G. himself, acting only 
as m.c., stooge and occasional wise- 
cracker, the lineup offers only one 
or two good acts, several mediocre 
ones and the rest a succession of 
stage waits. Caperton and Colum- 
bus are attractive terpers, but they 
offer only a single turn, their fa- 
miliar ‘Dance Cavalcade.’ Even that 
doesn’t show at its best in the cur-| 
rent surroundings. Geraldine Ross 
is a passable acrobatic dancer with 
a comedy style that might be funny 
if shrewdly presented. 

The Slate Bros. (3) 
along the general lines of the Ritz 
freres, but they ignite few laughs. 
Most of their material is hackneyed 
and hasn't a trace of spontaneity. 

Violeta and Rosita offer a single 
Spanish song number in attractively 
animated fashion, but don’t stick 
around long enough to build a real 
impression. Fay Carroll is a blonde 
whose torching capability is such that 
Granlund and the Slate Bros. use it 
as a background for ludicrous uv- 
roar. Eileen Wenzel, Granlund’s 
sister-in-law, is merely a decorative 





| 


| contribution 


| a 





assistant m.c. The Bee Hee Ruby- 
atte Troupe. Arabs, offers a few 
standard acrobatic tricks, with the 
Slate Bros. horning in for comedy 
attempts. The Three Sneeds do a 
couple of familiar roller skating 
turns, then offer the gag of taking 
for a ride the fat woman plant from 
the audience. Big Applers (6) are 
lively enough, but their stuff is 
passe. 

There are a few eve-catchers in 
the lineup of showgirls near the 
finale, but that portion of the show 
is shabbily staged. The rest are 
lengthy and weary ad lib session be- 
tween Granlund and the Slates, with 


a sprinkling of planted practical 
jokes. Show is offered on a nitery 
set, with the acts seated at tables 


across the stage. 
wanders on and 
times into the 
moment of the 
when Granlund 
touching speech 
Frohman, who 


Granlund, as usual, 
offstage and some- 
audience. Biggest 
show caught was 
made a genuinely 
to introduce Dan 





was sitting down 


front. Hobe. 


_VARIETY HOUSE REVIEW 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





M. H. Symph with Erno Rapee, Bavnccen 
Mischa Violin conducting; Hilda) while possessing ey" — Ra 
Eckler, Carlos Peterson, Leon Fo-!| work, is pretty much a dud, Cepent 
kine, Ballet, Robert Weede, Glee Ins mostly on n.s.g. lyrics that are 
Club Cardini Rockettes, Biltmor- blasted through several spotted | 
ettes. (3), ‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB), mikes. Line also sings in this num- 

ier AES — or ber. ° 
TELCOS TH: SHENIRE SEENS. Paul Robinson’s_ harmonica 

es the Bile champs take up the variety to good 

s i ° 


Hail the current 


stage event runs to extreme sim- 


plicity. The setting designer's chore | 


is limited to playing cards strung up 
against a dark cyclorama, while the 
producer applies the house formula 
in knitting together a bit of ballet, 
the usual eye and ear tickling pre- 
cision tapping by the Rockettes, a 
brace of harmonic interludes by the 
Glee Club and Cardini’s slick card 
and cigaret legerdemain. ‘Aces High’ 
is the show’s title. 

Opening number delivers the Bal- 
let and a trio of graceful pirouetting 
specialists, Hilda Eckler, Carlos Pe- 
terson and Leon Fokine. Trio 1s 
costumed as the Queen, King and 
Jack of Spades, while the troupe’s 
is effectively accom- 
panied by the slithering of huge 
playing card boxes across the varli- 
ous revolving stages. 

Robert Weede, bass baritone, and 
the Glee Club get the next inning 
for a melodic play on a couple sets 
of special lyrics. The first recalls 


that ‘Diamond Jim Brady Was a 
Diamond in the Rough’ and the 
ether tries hard to make ‘Nellie’s 


Hat’ a cause for mirth. 


Cardini brings the show back to| 
the 
; t 


cards 


week's theme, playing . 
anly 


with his finished and showm 
performance of conjuring them up 
by the fistfull. Even though the 
Music Hall is a periodic stand for 
him, Cardini can still hoid the at- 
tention tight through both the card 
and lighted cigaret manipulations. 
Closing item ties in the Biltmor- 


| ettes, three femme acrobats, with the 


military tapaway by the house line. 
With a skivping rove as the team’s 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 14. 
Valerie DeLys, Kemper & Nichols, 
Grace Drysdale, Everett Sanderson, 
Tom Lane, Samuel Bros., with Edith 
Fleming & Katherine Harris, House 
Line; ‘Delinquent Parents’ (Indie). 


— 





Having always acted on the as- 
sumption that this house is a family 
spot, the management comes through 
with a surprising upset currently 
with a pinkie restricting the audi- 


!ence to adults only due to the film, 
| ‘Delinquent 


made _ inde- 
However, indications 
strong trade. The only 
what about next week? 


Parents,’ 
pendently. 
point to 

worry is: 


T. | Will the family trade, which is being 


turned awav from the house this 
week be back at the box office at 
that time? .- 

In line with the adults-only ses- 
sion, the stage is presenting ‘She’s 
From Paris,’ which is topped off by 
a nudie, Valerie DeLys, who doesn’t 
do much, merely waltzing around 
while highlighting herself with a 
couple of flashers in her hands. 

Chorus, augmented currently, tosses 
off a couple of fine routines, espe- 
cially a Frenchy opener. Everett 
Sanderson starts the variety turns 
spinning with his strong musical 
novelty act, winding up his routine 
by playing three saxophones simul- 
taneously. 

Charley Kemper and Ken Nichols 
hold up the comedy, working in two 
spots. They have excellent material 
nd pace themselves well. 

Pleasant puppet turn is the Grace 
Drysdale act. 
around here for 
stage. For the finish gives the audi- 
ence a peek backstage, showing how 
she manipulates the marionettes. 


Toni Lane torches with plenty of| 


verve and vivacity. Dance act, Sam- 
uel Bros., with Edith Fleming and 
Katherine Harris, does too much 


stalling and unfunny clowning. Pre-| 


cision taps best. Gold. 


APOLLO, N. Y, 


Swan & Lee, Paul Robinson & Co., 
Carlos & Carmencita, Connie Joyce, 
Arthur Simpkiis, Norman Astwood,| 


Miller Bros. 


Has played niteries| with 
some time and| 
work hard| proves equally effective on a variety 


S- 








| cause she’s surrounded by 16 ponies | 


‘and rest of production number. Las 


works hard and is shapely in her) 
blue tunie and tights. Number itself, | 


results in second rung. They're 
dressed in summer slacks and shirts. 
Leader first solos and clicks on dif- 
ferent size mouth organs and then 
collabs with the crew in several 
numbers. Lacks showmanship and 
little touches that would put it over. 

Second prod number, ‘Sinbad the 
Sailor,’ is Harlemese. Mediocre spe- 
cialty songs by Astwood and dancing 
are about all it has. 


Carlos and Carmencita, Ace Har-| 


ris’ band, with Abner Gibson, Miller 
Bros. and Ford, all reviewed under 
New Acts, complement the tidy, if 
somewhat lighter-than-usual bill. 
Arthur Simpkins, Negro tenor, ap- 
pears in one prod number without 
getting over but vindicates himself 
later in a series before the staged 
band. Voice is fine but he drops 
register too frequently. Can hit ’em 
high and low with equal effect. Hurl. 


| ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 14. 


Ted Lewis orch with Loretta Lane, 
Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, Bee 
| Williams, Theo Troy & Ray Royce, 
| Varsity Co-eds (6); ‘I’m from 
| City’ (RKO). 
| _ 
| Ted Lewis’ orchestra is the cur- 
|rent headliner and dishes up a click- 
ling fast show, pared by its show- 
|manly leader, who also m.c.’s. 

Lewis opens show with medicine 
iman routine and is followed by 
Loretta Lane’s novelty tap as Varsity 





| prop, be Biltmoreftes saa? in a | Co-eds (6) sing and Lewis plays sax. 
whirlwin assortment 0 nipups, ‘ ; Pas 
Siar : ea Charles ‘Snowball’ Whittier, col- 
cartwheels, butterflies and WO | cred lad, with an infectious smile 


and fast feet, dances solo and also 
with Bee Williams, colored miss, in 
ja novelty swing tap. Lewis, as usual, 
draws applause with ‘When My Baby 
Smiles at Me.’ Whittier has loud 
costume—pink trousers with pint 
hat replica of one Lewis wears, and 
yellow jacket. Negro hoofer directs 
lorchestra as it plays ‘Tiger Rag.’ 
|Theo Troy does controlled kicks with 
| ease, 
Lewis is strong singing ‘I’m the 
; Leader of the Band’ as it imitates 
;small-town brass outfit. Ray Royce 
| affects a drunk as he tumbles, head- 
;spins, etc. Doesn’t look the part, 
| though. 
| Lewis and Whittier put on the ‘My 
|Shadow’ act, with the latter the 
shadow, dressed lik. the maestro, 
}and imitating him. Band goes into 
|@ Jam session, then on a musical trip 
jto Spain in ‘Peanut Vendor’ as Lewis 
throws peanuts, in the shells, to audi- 
jence, with youngsters swarming 
|front rows to grab them. Through 
| asking girls and boys to spell simple 
|words, Lewis ~'s two of each sex on 
stage. Gives them miniature spelling 
bee—a word each—then allows audi- 
ence to decide winner of $1 bill. 
Business good at second show Sat- 
urday (13). Rose, 


TOWER, K. C. 








Kansas City, Aug. 14. 
Mildred Bailey with Red Norvo 
orch, The Nonchalants (3), Phillips 


‘Army Girl’ (Rep). 





In contrast to its policy of the past 
few weeks, the Tower offers a bill 

names currently. Mildred 
Bailey headlines with hubby Red 
Norvo’s orchestra. Norvo is only 
slightly known in these parts, with 
most of the drawing power derived 
from Miss Bailey’s rep. 

Supporting bill is above the ordi- 
| nary and well balanced. Show runs 
| longer than the usual card here, but 
| still holds under 50 minutes and 

wisely so. It has pace and zip. 

Opening is full, the baton waver 
and crew blasting out with a spe- 
cialty from Norvo on his xylophone. 
Terry Allen, the band’s vocalist, also 
gets his inning here. In its later ef- 
forts the band reveals its best work 
in fast renditions of ‘Flat Foot Floo- 
gee’ and ‘After You're Gone,’ lean- 
ing toward the brass. The town has 








& Ford, Ace_ Harris! seen better bands but this one is far 


orch with Abner Gibson; ‘Lady in| from run-of-the-mill. 


the Morgue’ (U). 





Usually a house of laughs, Apollo 
is shy this week. Tries hard, though, 
but succeeds in only one spot thanks 
to standard material of Swan and 
Lee (New Acts). Although running 
85 mins, which is too long, show lacks 
much of the zoom and some of the 
production effort usual here, 

Takeoff on current airplane rage 
is basis of the first production num- 
ber, featuring Swan and Lee. In- 
cludes song parodies, with custom- 
ary blue tint, and ditties on each 
stop-off while in ‘flight,’ plus chorus 
dancing in tune to varied national- 
istic music. Dialog is corny, with 
m.c. Norman Astwood doing the wel- 
coming mayor. Connie Joyce, ca- 
pable acrobatic dancer, is in for a 
brief session and gets off a techni- 
cally good routine that’s wasted be- 


| _ Phillips and Kohl, who present a 
| Joe and Josie College razmataz, are 
| plenty fast and well-timed in the 
| latest jitter steps. 

| The house line, called the Ador- 
j ables, then do a swingy number. 
| They're off then till closing when 
| they work out an illustration of a 
song with the headliner. 

_ Acrobatics by the Nonchalants trio 
| include an unusual comedy dialog. 
| Most of the comedy is shown in 
their closing stunt and toward which 
the patter builds throughout the act. 
It's clever acrobatics mixed with 
good showmanship. 

Miss Bailey then comes on for a 
quartet of vocals, including a nov- 
elty introduction, a pop, ‘A Secre- 
tary’s Week-End’ and an encore. Her 
vocaling is catchy and her registry 
good with the opening night crowd. 

Biz good. Quin. 
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& Kohl, Terry Allen, House Line; | 


PARAMOUNT, N. y. 


Chick Webb Orch, Ella Fit- 
| Chuck & Chuckles, The Char 
(4), Lindy Hoppers (4), Don Baker 
Wayne Sisters; ‘Give Me a Sailor 
(Par), reviewed in Variety July 29 


gerald, 
Loleers 


This is certainly the golden era for 
bands and dansapation. Under ex. 
| isting vogue, every band of any im. 
}portance has it- own style, every 
'maestro is a personality, and, what’s 
| unusual about it all, every band’s in. 
' dividuals enjoy a vogue that is akin 
|to the sycophantic worship of a 
| Hollywood star. For the youngsters 
|the solid senders, the killer-dillers 
and the = out-of-this-world impro. 
visers have a following for which no 
disciple of the Dixieland or Bix s‘ 
had ever dreamed. 

There have been few Negro bands 


yle 


on Broadway in this No. 1 band 
}show auditorium. The current in- 
|cumbent, Chick Webb. makes the 


|fourth, coming after Calloway, Arm. 
strong and Ellington. Billed as the 
|‘king of swing,’ with an appropriate 
crown and sceptre, latter a pair of 
drumsticks, adorning the rostrum 
setting, Webb well earns his bigtime 
distinction via audience acclaim in 
the hinterland and on this stage. The 
latter circumstance first came about 
during the al fresco jam sessions 
Tommy Dorsey staged recently at the 
Par during his three weeks at the 
| house. On one evening Webb's 
|}drumstick prowess well-nigh tore 
the screen down, This week—on 
|Saturday—Webb staged a jam ses- 
}sion stunt all his own, at the extra 
| midnight show. 

Webb’s current week’s presentation 
—it’s a single week engagement—is 
100% Harlem, and all of it clicky. 
It’s all so consistently effective that 
|it almost verges on being embar- 
|rassed with riches, causing the show 
| to run overboard. 

Ella Fitzgerald, whose ‘A-Tisket 
| A-Tasket’ Gacca waxing teed off that 
|nursery difty into swingo immortal- 
|ity, comes on in the next-to-shut, 
jafter the others milk the ofays’ palms 
dry, and tallies a neat score on her 
}own. Chuck and Chuckles, with 
| their peckin’, crosstalk, hokum and 
|general comedy, wham ’em. The 
|Charioteers, novelty auartet, with 
| special pianist, would have had to 
| start paving rent on the hall if they 
{hadn't finally begged off at show 
icaught. Radio quartet, which spe- 
|cializes in Negro spirituals on the 
| kilocycles, wisely eschews that and 
gives out with such earthy fol-de-rol 





as ‘Ride, Red, Ride,’ ‘Flat Foot 
Floogee,’ ‘Swing for Sale.’ ‘Swing Is 
‘in My Soul’ and ‘Old Man Mose.’ 


|The somewhat taller boy, he of the 
|} prop falsetto, is a comedy highlight 
'on his own. The boys just essay a 
snatch of the Eddy Duchin arrange- 
ment in ‘Old Man Mose Kicked the 
| Bucket,’ but the jitterbugs revel in 
their recognition of the now widely 
discussed Brunswick version. 

The Lindy Hoppers, dance hall 
prize combination of two teams, 
round out the specialties. The four- 
some now ‘routines’ and everything 
is done in accepted professional man- 
ner. 


Basically, the show is Webb's. The 
kingpin drummer remains seated at 
his traps and gives out with the 
rhythms in his best Savoy ballroom 
manner, while another boy does the 
prov batoneering. Band is a solid 
Jackson combination of 14, including 
six brasses, four reeds. piano, bass, 
guitar and drums. Webb is the 
maestro whom all the other ofay 
|maestros used to watch and emulate 
after hours, on their excursions into 
Harlem’s Savoy ballroom. Webb has 
a drum-solo style all his own, and 
he merchandizes it solidly, show- 
manly, and well. 


| 





| A dandy sub-feature, a much bet- 
|ter trailer for next week than the 
|theatre’s present stunt of vocal- 
heralding what’s coming, is Phil 


Spitalny’s Par short. It’s properly 
spotted to highlight the maestro’s all- 
girl band next week, in person, plus 
ZaSu Pitts and ‘Sing You Sinners 
(Par), a switch away from ‘Spawn 
of the North’ (Par), which has been 
set back. Current feature, ‘Give Me 
a Sailor’ (Par). 


The audible trailer is an in-person 
announcement about the Par’s big 

ows to come, and the fact that this 
nouse is the ‘originator’ on Broadway 
of the two-for-one shows. This has 
reference, of course, to the forth- 
|coming band shows at the N. Y- 
|Strand. There’s talk anew, 109, 
anent the N. Y. Capitol likewise 
;@ssaying presentations again 
| Organolog by Don Baker is cap- 
|tioned August Hit Parade, with the 
usual slides, and a departure in the 
Wayne Sisters (3) doing interlude 
vocals. Latter not particularly im- 
pressive. Biz good opening night 
and the usual jitterbug hoopla in 
the aisles at the mat sessions. Abel. 








2 Acts Set Abroad 


Juanita and Her Champions, roller 
skaters, and Al Gordon’s Dogs are 
scheduled for fall dates in London 
and on the Continent, Juanita act 
will play six months in England and 
Germany, opening at the Palladium, 
Sept. 12. Gordon’s Dogs open for 
Clifford C. Fischer Sept. 24. 

Charles Yates agented. 
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Moss Asks Equity to Concede Pay 


Exemption for Free Sunday Legit 
rings in Offer to Exploit Shows 


————_——— + 


The Sunday legit question, in some 


s at least is expected to crop 
et) 


phase 
use for 


up in connection with the 
play presentation of New York’s 
municipally owned WNYC through 
License Commissioner Paul Moss, 
with the okay of Mayor LaGuardia. 
WNYC has offered to exploit Broad- 
way shows each Sunday afternoon, 
without cost to producers. The form 
of such programs is yet to be de- 
termined but the question of Equity’s 
assent must be settled before show 
business goes on the air. 

Under Equity’s Sunday rules actors 


may work on such days if paid | 


double. Association also demands an 





| 


McClintic-Cornell 


extra eighth of one week’s pay for | 


any radio appearance if the program 
is part of the show, whether it be 
broadcast from a studio or goes di- 
rectly from the stage. 


If the WNYC broadcasts are to be 
made, actors would not be paid. 
However, it’s up to Equity to make 
the concession. Moss and the man- 
‘ager of the municipal station ap- 


peared before the Council yesterday 
(16) to explain the idea and request 
that an exception on radio and Sun- 
day pay be made. 

It was not indicated whether 
Equity was hot for the plan. Equity 
feels there may be objections from 
members on the grounds that they 
might be denied the right to accept 
paid radio jobs on Sunday afternoons 
for the gratis programs. 

Further stated that the 
would have to assent to such 


authors 
radio 


they would miss extra coin from 
commercial stations for excerpts of 
their plays. The author, apparently, 
was not considered by Moss, but it 
appears that assent of the Dramatists 
Guild would be a requisite before 
the WNYC programs could start, due 
approximately early in November. 


Managers Faver Idea 


Managers are favorable to the 
Moss idea but are figuring on ar- 
Tiving at a program setup different 
from that suggested. Moss and the 
station are for a one-hour broadcast, 
which showmen say is too long. Plan 
was to broadeast scenes of current 
Plays but few managers would per- 
mit so extended an airing of their 
shows. Reconsideration resulted in 
Proposing the broadcast of one scene, 
program to be filled out with other 
material anent Broadway. Inter- 
views and stunts, which would call 
for a few people of each cast, might 
fill the bill, with the time not exceed- 
ing 30 minutes, 


Generally conceded, however, that 
the idea is a fortunate break for the 
stage and unless Equity kicks over 
the applecart by insisting on the 
sanctity of its membership, so far 
as legit is concerned, the WNYC plan 
cannot but help develop interest 
among listeners, Equity members 
may work in radio, or any other 
activity on Sundays, except legit, 
sae the double pay 
ar as New York is concerned. 


raped explained why New York is not 
ier eae town for legit, though 
Gud other type of amusement, in- 

ing legit, are okayed by the laws 
of the State. 


a 





Stebbins Considers 


impost so} 





i the 


| with Jesse James. 





Indexed Rogues 


Only producing office in New 
York with a ‘rogue’s gallery’ of 
players is Eddie Dowling’s. It’s 
the idea of Julia Dorn, the pro- 
ducer’s secretary. She keeps a 
card index of all players, with 
a picture and complete record 
of their work. 

In the belief that the interest 
indicates they’re being consid- 


ered for jobs, legiters have 
been swarming into the Dow- 


ling office daily. 











To Do Five Plays 
In 38-39 Season 


Guthrie McClintic-Katharine Cor- 
nell office will do at least five plays 
this season, with a possibility of a 
sixth. Miss Cornell will play in 
three, with McClintic staging all. 

First production, to go into re- 
hearsal tomorrow (Thurs.), is ‘Leg- 
end,’ by Elizabeth B. Ginty. For- 
merly titled ‘American Saga,’ it deals 


have the leading part and others in 
cast Lillian Gish, Mildred 
Natwick Ferrer. Settings 


are 


and Jose 


ae | will be designed by John Koenig. 
activity, lest playwrights figure that | 





‘Susanna’ for Bway 


No one connected with Equity has | ° 








| redraft of 
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Weakened Condition Among 
Problems Facing Group 
Pending Changes in Con- 
stitution and Officer Se- 
lections—Bond Would As- 
sure Support from Affil- 
iate Unions 


NO FEELERS YET 


Theatrical Agents 
Treasurers union, while awaiting the 
the 


Managers, and 


its constitution and 


| selection of officers and its board in 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| the 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


the fall, is facing other problems. 
In particular, TMAT is in need of 
affiliate support. That was thought 
to have been clinched last year when 


International Alliance of The- 


| atrical Stage Employees was expect- 


inl 


| 
| 


ed to take in TMAT. But something | 


went awry and the deal was 


consummated. 


never | 


TMAT is believed to be consider- 
| ing the possibility of tieing up with | 


the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, a white collar organization, 


| there 


as are its affiliates. No feelers ap- 
pear to have been thrown out as 
yet and the question whether the! 


| Four A’s charter is elastic enough to 


Dean Jagger will | 


Second McClintic production will | 
be ‘Mamba’s Daughter,’ Negro drama, | 
with music, by Dorothy and DuBose | 


Waters 
heavy 


will be 
dramatic 


Ethel 
first 


Heyward. 


starred, her 


role. It goes into production in No- 
vember. Both ‘Legend’ and ‘Daugh- | 
ter’ sales were negotiated by the| 
Liebling-Wood agency. 

First on Miss Cornell's list is} 
Clemence Dane’s ‘Herod and Mari- 


anne,’ which begins rehearsals Sept. 
19. Florence Reed and Fritz Kort- 
ner will be in the cast and Harry 
Korner will design the sets. Play 
will have a limited Broadway run 
following an _ out-of-town tuneup. 
Then will come the George Davis 
adaptation, ‘Frenesie.’ Miss Cornell’s 
third play hasn’t definitely been de- 
cided on. The possible sixth play 
on the list is just that—‘possible,’ 
nothing more. 

Angle of the McClintic-Cornell 
plans is that Horner and Koenig are 
the only scene designers contracted 
so far. For the last several seasons 
McClintic and Cornell 
have been designed by Jo Mielziner. 
Another point about the list is that 
not a single play is the work of a 


| 





productions | 


| 


take in such a group as TMAT is yet 
to be ruled on. 
Four A’s could apply to the Amer- 
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Equity Decides on Pay Concessions 


For Outdoor Shows Exited hy Bad 


Weather After Pondering '38 Toll 





Lobbying? 


Two well known Broadway 
press agents, who are not so 
hot about the ‘share the work’ 
principle of TMAT, heard that 
the union was in the red for 
$3,000. They agreed that if it 
could be done they'd buy the 
outfit. Asked what they would 
then do with the union, one 
cracked: 

‘Sell it at auction 
way hotel lobby y 


Life’ Air Dates 
For Vallee Held 
No Boost to B.0. 


Although 


in a Broad- 














the legit play ‘What a 
Life’ has received three buildups 
via Ezra Stone-Betty Field guest 
dates on the Rudy Vallee program, 
has been no noticeable re- 


sponse at the boxoffice. Clifford 


‘Goldsmith comedy has been playing 


ican Federation of Labor for an ex- | 


pansion of its jurisdiction, 
IATSE sought and received the okay 
to organize ticket-sellers, takers and 
ushers in picture houses. Alliance of 
TMAT and the Four A’s would have 
the support o the groups already in. 
Equity, instance, has the 
cated support of the Sereen Actors 
Guild, American Federation of Radio 
Artists, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, American Federation of 
Actors and others. 
Would Clear AFA Row 


If TMAT does join the Four A’s, 
one vf its other contests would be 
quickly cleared up. AFA claims 
jurisdiction over circus ticket-sellers. 
Vaude union claims all departments 
under the big top, it’s understood, in- 

(Continued on page 58) 


+ . mai 
1OL 111Gi- 


just as} 


lable to 


plugs. After last Thursday night’s 
(11) broadcast, for instance, the re- 
ceipts at ‘Life’ were up slightly Fri- 
day night (12) over the preceding 
Friday (5), but so were grosses at 
other Broadway houses, supposedly | 
on the strength of the cooler 
weather. Similarly there was no ap- | 





| 


at the Biltmore, N.Y., since last 
spring and has maintained a pace be- 
tween about $6,000 and $7,500, de- 
pending on the weather and other 
general conditions. 

George Abbott office has not been 
observe even a slight boost 
in grosses as a result of the three air 


parent effect from another Vallee 
date several weeks previous. 


Some Reasons 


Several angles are seen in the fail- 
boost the 


ure of the air dates to 
play’s b.o. One is that only the 
initial guest appearance was an ac- 
(Continued on page 58) 


Musician Union-Manager Dispute 


On Theatre Jobs Nears Settlemen 


Broadway managers, after several | compromise. 
and | Starts, therefore, the rule will likely 


huddles with the stagehands 


musicians unions, are reported hav- 


| 


Before the season 
be changed and the 16-man mini- 


mum will apply to theatres of a 


current name dramatist. It had been | ing made some progress with the lat- | capacity closer to 1,200 mark, 


thought likely that with Maxwell |, 


er. However, deckhands union lead- 


Anderson now associated with the| ¢r¢ are still attempting to void sea- 


Playwrights Producing Co., 


Mc- | 


sonal employment. 


Clintic might have trouble yond Le involved in either instance and 
enough scripts to keep his staff oc-| .- fay as the musicians are concerned 


cupied. Present production schedule | 
|is the heaviest the office has had in 


years. 


Jacques Deval Play 


‘Lorelei,’ reported slated for pro- 
duction by the Shuberts, Eddie Dowl- 
ing and Brock Pemberton at dif- 
ferent times, will go into production 
immediately under aegis of Richard 
Aldrich. Sir Cedric Hardwicke, who 


owns the rights, will direct. Play 
| was written by Jacques Deval, au- 
thor of ‘Tovarich.’ 


nowland Stebbins jis considering a 
and gal Production of ‘Susanna | 
e Ide ro? I " | 
“Gers, Lawrence Langner 

ad Armina . 


Marshall play recently 
test . play recently 
rg tay Westport, Conn. Producer 
in a tryout and has a deal pend- 
8 With the authors, 
Understood 


Writing, which re- 


deal depends on 
authors are doing. 


Aldrich and Dennis King, latte! 


‘ 
| now appearing in ‘I Married An 
Angel,’ are putting up the coin f 
controversial drama with a 


' 
star, 


Rose Stradner, Vienness¢ 
who just returned from tne 
Coast, will have the femme lead 
Producers are seeking male lead. 


theme. 


the difference is virtually theoretical. 
During the past season, local 802, 


| which had no term contract with the 
| League of New York Theatres, de- 


clared that every theatre with a 
capacity of 1,000 must have 16 men 


in the orchestra pit for musicals. 
While houses of such size are not 
frequently tenanted by musicals, the 
managers feel anyway that the regu- 


lation was too severe, particularly 


if an intimate musical was obtai 
able 
It was figured that a dozen the- 
tres, a | percentage of the avail- 
ble houses, would come nder the 
16-1 ‘ Manage: Ou t to 
he limit to 1.200  _eat ar 
ere Dee a counte i 
f tne ae ie ] j é 
the 161 I ( r 
t apy it a € li ef 
etween union ff anc 
League's co! tee, it v 
licated that the musicians v 


Wage scales are | 


Incidental to Play 

Another issue, concerning mechan- 
ical music, generally emanating 
backstage with discs, was cleared up. 
Rule was that when any music was 
so supplied for a straight play, the 
theatre was required to put on four 
musicians, whether they be used in 
the pit or not, regulation pay to be 
required regardless. It was agreed 
that mechanical music was okay if 
incidental to the play, and no mu- 
Siclans will be required for houses 
which do not regulariy have orches- 
tras for intermission music 

An example of the re- 
quirement upping the operating nut 
as that of ‘Many Mansions’ 
son. A 
was played by a 
union in 
the payroll, 
back of the 


perforn 


four-man 
WwW last sea- 
the pit 
but the 
men being on 


tet sat in the 


mechanical organ in 
speciali t 
four 
The quar 


1 
orcnestra 


isted on 


during every 
i lance and the cost to the pro- 
icer was , That 


ae = 

It is virtually certain that Equity 
will establish new pay regulations 
f< outdoor show revivals, such as 
tnose taged at Jones Beach, Ran.- 
dalls Island, N. Y., St. Louis an¢ 
other spots. Latter is the only 
project still operating, others having 


for one reason 01} 
Probable real reasons foi 
curtailment in the metropolitan ares 
were weather handicaps. 

After consideration of the rain thi 
summer, Equity’s Council appears te 
be in full agreement that conces: 


been withdrawn 


another 





on; 
jibe made when performance aré 
forced off by rain. Probably there 
will be similar provision ir the even 
of cold weather. When the Gallo. 


Shubert operettas went off the play: 


ers affected petitioned the Council 
for concessions. 
At the time an assn. committee 


that in 
on 


was ready to 


event of postponement. 


the 
account 


propose 


f rain, one-third salaries were to 
be paid. The stipulation was that 
the shows resume and play at least 


three weeks thereafter. Concession, 
however, was not actua'ly made, as 


tre managers had called the season 
|off prior to complaining, J. J. Shu- 
bert writing a tirade against Equity 
ard later blaming the season’s col- 
lapse on the other stage unions as 
well. Latter have had a wariable 


pay scale in 
weather. 


he event of inclement 


Among the replacement attractions 
at the Beach and Island are Alfredo 
Salmaggi’s operas during 
Out of the first six performances 
scheduled only two were played, the 
others being rained out. In the im- 
presario’s ads last week was a top 
line reading: ‘It ain’t gonna’ rain no 
more. Past weekend was clear and 


weekencs. 


unny. 

Salmaggi, formerly on the Met 
board, has been conducting pop 
Opere at the Hippodrome, N. Y., 
weekends during the season. He's 


no 
the 


known to have had conflicts with 
unions, 





LEGIT BOOM-TO-BE 
DRAWS FILM GANDER 


Film companies in the east are 
_ clearing their decks in anticipation 
of the booming 


legit season on 
| ‘ , 
| Broadway this year and next. The 


World’s Fair makes 1938-39 and the 
| 39-40 seasons loom exceptionally 
| bullish for the play impresarios. 
Hollywood realizes that much good 
| should come out of it, either in the 
|form of plays or players, and the 
| Broadway scene will get a very in- 
| tensive ogle accordingly. 


| 
. . . 

Sinclair Lewis-‘Here’ 
Repeat Big Mass. Biz 


Cohasset, Mass., Aug. 16. 


Over-capacity biz for Sinclair 
Lewis’ personal appearance in ‘It 
Can't Happen Here’ necessitated 
running an extra matinee last week 
by the South Shore Players, under 
Alexander Dean. This was the 
second week of the _ production, 
which also sold out every perform- 

nee dul! g it in ] za eek 
of July 25. 

Robert Sh: Y ed D | 
Cor ‘ I 
( ( ( - = f n 
P e’ ¢ O t 

Le . , 

( e 
n 
t y 1 be “Te 
f M ( n, Starring 
( nd Sheila Barrett 
|! week of Auy. 22. 
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Manans Again Grumble on Lease 


Of Bway Theatre to WPA; Project 


To Open Season with Five Houses 


+ 


WPA theatre project in New York 
will start the season with five legit 
one directly the 
zone, three on the fringes and one 
While that is about the 


houses, in show 
in Harlem. 


same setup as last season, announce- 


ment that the relief outfit had taken 
the Ritz, 
brought 
gers 
WPA 


same 


in the Broadway area, 


rumbles from those mana- 


who strenuously objected to 
using the St. James, also in the 


for a 
brief period last season, due to what 


district, which it rented 





Impresario 





Southampton, Pa., Aug. 16. 

Two Fillies Farm Players, 
strawhatters here, are in ex- 
istence because a local summer 


resident couldn’t afford to fix 
his barn. When he bought the 
farm early this spring, C. Law- 
rence Cushmore, Philadelphia 
attorney, couldn’t spare any 
more coin to repair the barn. 
His notice in the local paper, 
however, offering the place free 
to summer thespers, was soon 





they claim is unfair competition. 
The other theatres are the Adelphi, 


Elliott, Daly’s and Lafayette. Deal 
for latter spot, to be used for col- 
ored-cast shows, is in negotiation. 
The Ritz was used before by the 
WPA for its ‘living newspaper,’ and 
it's contended there should be no 
criticism of that rental for the new 
season, since there was no mana- 


gerial complaint when the house wa: 
used then. 

The Ritz, Elliott and Daly’s have 
been operated by the Shuberts, who 
opposed a petition sent WPA on the 
St. James matter. While the Shu- 
berts originally regarded WPA| 
shows as possible Broadway opposi- | 
tion, they have been more active in 
renting theatres to the relief people, 
doubtless because they have more | 
houses than other showmen. 

Some spots, however, are being | 
operated under arrangements with} 
the mortgagors. One is the 49th 
Street, which was first mentioned as | 
being leased again by WPA. 


answered. Two weeks later the 
barn was cleaned up and re- 
paired. 

Cushmore isn’t a member of 
the outfit, but he wanders in 
and out and takes a keen in- 
terest in what’s going on. He 
has a standing Annie Oakley 
at the wicket. 


LA GUARDIA EXEMPTS 
LABOR STAGE LICENSING 


After several weeks’ delay, Mayor 
La Guardia signed an ordinance ex- 
empting Labor Stage, Inc., spotted 
in the former Princess theatre, New 
York, from being required to take 
out a_ license. Mayor’s attitude 
previously did not indicate he would 
okay the measure favoring the In- 














nion, which sponsors the ven- 


} a ste : ‘ 
Ritz but it’s reported that the Shu-| ture and its click show, ‘Pins and 


berts had turned the former back to 
the bank. ‘t’s a limited capacity the- 
atre, less advantageous than the Ritz, 
which is directly opposite the Long- 
acre, also on the Shubert string. 
Currently, WPA has two shows 
Operating, ‘One Third of a Nation’ 
(Adelphi) and ‘Haiti’ (Daly’s), ‘Pro- 
logue to Glory,’ which was at the 
Elliott, is laying off and will prob- 


ably relight at the Ritz. Elliott is 
due to get a new play, ‘The Big 


Blow,’ tentatively dated for Sept. 9. 





Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

Federal Theatre Project having 
difficulty obtaining a midtown house 
for the coming season. It’s now cast- 
ing ‘One-Third of a Nation’ for pre- 
sentation when the house is ob- 
tained. 

Likely spot for which the FTP 
has been angling is the Shubert, 
which has had Max Wilner’s burley 
for the past several seasons. 


| Seek 4A’s Aid 


(Continued from page 57) 











cluding the razorbacks, over whom 
there was the quarrel with the 
Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus, 
resulting in the tour being abruptly 
abandoned some weeks ago. It’s not 
believed that any other group in the 
Four A’s is supporting AFA in its 
circus aspirations, and officers in at 
least some vf those unions are known 


to be distinctly opposed to common | 


labor being in an actor union (AFA). 

Early last season it looked like 
there would be a tieup with IATSE 
by TMAT. However, the deal 
cooled. Getting the support of the 
teamsters union, TMAT steamed up 
the managers with implied threats 
that the teamsters would not haul 
productions and baggage. That was 
accompanied by picketing of certain 
houses. A _ basic agreement was 
finally signatured but that did not 


mean that all the troubles of the | th 


fast-developing TMAT were over. 
Dispute on Pic Mgrs. 


| Needles,’ which is acted by 
amateurs from the Union. Fact that 
it’s a non-profit unit probably 


figured in the mayor’s decision. 
Accompanying the __ signaturing, 


| however, the mayor warned Labor 
| Stage that it would have to comply 


with the fire laws since a number 
of violations had been reported 
against the group’s building. Ruling 
declares group will not have to pay 
$500 annually for the license but is 
not exempt from any other regula- 
tions. 





Reilly Invites Delegates 
To 2d Legit Convention 





Invitations to the second conven- 
tion of the legitimate theatre have 
been sent out by James F. Reilly, 
executive of the League of New 
York Theatres, who is acting head of 
| the administrative committee of the 

American Theatre Council. There 
| will be three sessions of delegates 
during the two-day meet Sept. 13- 
14 at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


Luncheons on both days will start 
the sessions, a supper to mark the 
|end of the convention. Cost to 
| delegates will be $7.50, with addi- 
| tional supper reservations $5 each. 


| 


| ‘Life’ Broadcasts 














(Continued from page 57) 





;tual excerpt from ‘What a Life.’ 
| Following two merely utilized the 
| character of Henry Aldrich, the cen- 
| tral figure of the legit show. How- 
; ever, in both the latter broadcasts 
| it was pointedly announced over the 
|air that the youngster is the cause 
_celebre of ‘Life.’ 

| More important phase, though, is 
at the Vallee broadcasts, while 
they have had no immediate effect, 
are figured likely to exert a steady 


There's, too, the other jurisdic-| pull over a period of months, since 


tional dispute with IATSE over pic- 
ture house managers and assistants. 


presumably most of the listeners are 





TMAT claims a clear right to the | will only be able to see the show 


front of the house, taking in man-| 


agers, treasurers and press agents 
connected with all places of en- 
tertainment. TMAT has formed a 
picture house managers group, or 
chapter within the union, although 
the AFL instructed its organizers to 
cease activity in that field until the 
argument with IATSE is cleared up. 


when and if they visit New York. 

| Nevertheless, radio has always 
been credited with having an imme- 
diate listener response and such a 
major program as the Vallee series 
is supposed to have a huge follow- 
ing. But in the case of ‘What a Life’ 
the effect has been absolutely in- 
visible, 


_ LEGITIMATE _ 


| Strawhat Bookings 
| 





|low Stevens, ‘Caridida,’ 
| Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

Eadie Wood, Duke Levering, ‘Love 
i|Is No Heaven,’ Auditorium, Peapack, 
N. J. 

Mabel Taliaferro, Leila Frost, Alan 
Hewitt, Robert Perry, Jeanne 
|selle, Ethel Morrison, Edgar Kent, 
Emmett Rogers, Valentine Vernon, 
'fayden Rorke, James Hannen, Bar- 
bara Dirks, Elizabeth Leon, Jus Ad- 
diss, ‘Grandpa,’ Newport Casino the- 
atre, Newport, R. I 

Peggy Converse, 
Lolyd Bridges, Sophia Stavchuk, 
Bernice Sulliva:., ‘October Comedy,’ 
Weston Playhouse, Weston, Vt. 


Basil Burwell, 


Teddy Jones, Isobel hose, Will 
Henry, Phyllis voyce, Harley Aldin 
Russell Conway, Christopher Wil- 
son, ‘Spooks,’ Starlight theatre, 


Pawling, N. Y. 
Fred Stone, James Kirkwood, Cur- 


tis Cooksey, William Post, Jr., Fair- 
fax Burgher, John Griggs, Lyster 
Chambers, Mary Hutchinson Fred- 


erica Going, Ann Mason, Donna Earl, 


‘Lightnin’, Mohawk Drama Festival, 
Schenectady, N. Y. 
Sally Rand, Richard Hale, Theo- 


dore Newton, Mildrel Dunnock, Dor- 
othy Francis, Emma Wilcox, William 
David, John Clarke, S. Thomas 
Gomez, Dan Duryea, William Snow, 
‘Rain,’ Westchester Playhouse, Mt. 
Kisco, N. Y. 

Nadine Nash, Kay Wilt, Jeanne 
Thomas, Ruth Morrison, Betty Miller, 
Robert Whitehead, Robert Dryden, 
|David Evans, ‘Stage Door,’ 
theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Roland Hogue, Miriam Battista, 
| Donald Towers, Walter Coy, George 
Bolton, Lizbeth Webster, Maralee 


Smith, Virginia Block, James Foster, | 
Stuart 


| Aldrich Bowler, Jean Guild, 
| Frazier, Don Glenn, Albert Kindt, 
| Lewis Perrinw, Ruth Flanders, ‘The 
Housemaster,’ Farragut Playhouse, 
Rye Beach, N. H. 

| Harry Ellerbe, Betty Furness, 
| ‘Her Cardboard Lover,’ Washington 
Irving theatre, No. Tarrytown, N. Y. 
Eddie Philips, Vera Allen, Nedda 
|Harrigan, Helen Flint, Haila Stod- 


| ternational Ladies Garment Work-/dard, ‘A Woman’s a Fool—To Be 
‘ ; Deal | ers U 
mentioned either that house or the} 


ne Chapel theatre, Great Neck, 
Oe & 

Katherine Emery, Virginia Keller, 
|Erford Gage, Frank Downing, Anne 
|Revere, Lester Damon, Wesley Addy, 
Helen Wynn, Jabez Gray, ‘The 
Distaff Side,’ Surry Players, Surry, 
Me. 


Marie Kenny, Ruth Altman, James 
Truex, Lucille Lane, Maynard 
Holmes, George Fine, ‘Pocahontas 





Preferred,’ Rockridge theatre, Car- 
mel, N. Y 


Florence McGee, Staats Cotsworth, | 


| Grace Coppin, Rhys Williams, Edwin 
| Landreth, Lucienne Hakim, 
i\Two Mrs. Carrolls,’ Southampton 
Playhouse, Southampton, L. I. 
Henry Hull, Jr., Frank Lovejoy, 


Lynn Phillips, Elsie McKie, Edgar 
Mason, Walter Vaughn, Alexander 


Campbell, ‘Anybody’s Game,’ Hamp- 
ton theatre, Bridgehampton, N. Y. 

Sidney Fox, Nydia Westman, 
Ainsworth Arnold, Phil Truex, 
Lawrence Grattan, Jacqueline Salter, 
Samuel H. Evans, Charles Maxwell, 
William Leslie 2d, ‘Coquette,’ Chapel 
theatre, Great Neck, N. Y. 

Henry Hull, Jr., Lynn Phillips, 
Alexander Campbell, Fraye Gilbert, 
Charles Philhour, Walter Vaughn, 
| Elsie MacKie, Frank Lovejoy, Edgar 
‘Mason, ‘Anybody’s Game,’ Hampton 
| Playhouse, Bridgehampton, N. Y. 

Philip Ober, Hugh Cameron, John 
|Maroney, Margaret Curtis, Harold 
Grau, Richard Clark, Florenz Ames, 
| Robert Lindsey, Sidney Lumet, Ann 
Brody, Jean Casto, David Orrick, 

Baruch Lumet, Frank Harvey, 
| Jeremy Bowman, ‘Listen, My Chil- 
idren,” Red Barn theatre, Locust 
| Valley, N. Y. 

Maralyn Fink, William Fenton 
Cope, Robert Gottschall, Eleanor 
Naylor Caughron, Arthur Davison, 
Orville Sherman, Jackson Wooley, 
Jean MacLachlan, Warwick Gilmore, 
Joe A. Callaway, William Robertson, 
Margaret Peters, Marquette theatre, 
Marquette, Mich. (Resident). 

Dorothy Mathews, Muriel 
land. Staats Cotsworth, ‘Springtime 
for Henry.’ Southampton Playhouse, 
Southampton. L. I. 

Karen Morley, Otto Hulett. June 








| Walker, Mary Brian, Philip Huston, | 


| Muriel Williams, Ann Baxter, Robert 


| Wallsten, Louis Veda Quince, ‘Susan | 


jand God,’ 
| Mass. 
Ethel 


Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 


Barrymore, Roy 





| Constant Wife,’ Spa theat 


| Springs. 
Dorothv 


}atre. Provincetown, Mass. 
| Elizabeth Love, Alan 
| Rorke, 
Rogers, 
D 


Matthew Smith, 
Auguste Aramini, 


Emmett 
Barbara 


Westchester | 


| 


Cas- |} 


Barter 


| Margaret Barker, Dorothy Mathews, | 


‘The | 


Kirk- | 


re, Saratoga | casting agent’s crack at the preem 
ow a Rennie, | $07 “ the director, Worthington Miner, and moppet lead of the show, 
Rhyme Without Reason,’ Wharf the-|4'€W praise for his performance in the first two acts. 


Hewitt, | pause as the youngster fought to recall his 
scattered through the country and|Joanna Roos, Cornel Wilde, Hayden | heard to remark to her companion: 


| 


irks. ‘French Without Tears,’ New- | 


| port Casino theatre, Newport, R. I. 

| Jean Muir, Hunter Gardner, Muriel 
Star, Oscar Stirling, Ellen Mahar, 
| ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ Chapel theatre, 
| Great Neck, N. Y. 

|\Kenneth Treseder Cecile 
‘Springtime for Henry.’ 
theatre, Locust Valley, N. Y. 


Wulff. 


| 
| 


| Jeanette Chinley, Derek Fairman, | 


Red Barn. Shortly were quickened last week by | ager 


| 
| 
| 


Laurette Taylor, Day Tuttle, Ons- | 


/ 
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~ Inside Stuft—Legit 


Equity contends that the ticket code, designed to curb gypping on tickets 
on Broadway shows, should prolong the length of engagements and there. 
fore would be of material benefit to its actor-members. 


—=2 





Therefore, Equity 
ieaders hailed the signaturing of the ‘code of fair practices’ drawn up by 
the League of New York Theatres, a step that is dependent on a basie 
agreement between the League and Equity. 

Ticket brokers argue that the lengthening of engagements by such means 
is entirely problematical because the ‘play’s the thing.’ They say that 
trend of the government’s spending program is to increase employment 
and declare that the ticket code will take away the 
clerks, 


jobs of 200 ticket 


Already, ticket brokers have started to retrench. Some have already 
arranged to move off the Main Stem into office buildings, where the rent 

much le Stated that the cost of maintaining stores on Broadway 
is too high, because the amount of trade from transients has been dropping 
seasonally. 

Most costly rental is that of McBride’s in the Paramount building, 
Agency has occupied street-view offices on three levels since the theatre 
and building was completed. Also has quarters in another part 


structure Understood that originally McBride’s paid $75,000 annually 
but that the rent now is $39,000. Reported that McBride’s would vacate 
if a way to cancel the lease is found. 

Those known to be moving from street level quarters to office buildings 
are Newman’s and the Arrow agency. Another reason for going into office 
buildings is that ticket men can operate under less scrutiny. It’s not secret 
that a goodly percentage of agency sales are made by telephone. 

As yet, copies of the ticket code have not been sent the brokers and 
| until then they will not huddle on what course to pursue. That’s 
probable reason why the independent agencies, who organized the A 
ciated Theatre Ticket Agencies, have made no move since the n 
and Equity signd up on the Code. 

Leblang’s and Postal have moved into the next-door Longacre build 
|}on Broadway. The Fitzgerald building, which had housed Leblang’s 
be razed and a picture theatre may evenuate. 
store, will open upon the site. 


the 


lanagers 


Ing, 
, will 
Said, too, that Kress, a dime 


Alterations to the interior of the Vanderbilt theatre, N. Y., are designed 
to open up a much wider sphere for bookings than formerly. Principal 
change will be to increase the depth of the stage from 19 to more than 30 
feet. That will be accomplished by moving the proscenium arch forward 
|and eliminating two rows from the orchestra. Boxes will be eliminated, 
conforming to most legiters. 

Decrease of about 50 seats will be more than made up for by attracting 
types of productions which require more stage space. When alterations 
| are completed the Vanderbilt will seat 750, 450 on the first floor. Settings 
have been especially designed. House has been dark for weeks during the 
past several seasons because of its scant stage. 

While straight plays were spotted there mostly, the theatre was formerly 
|} one of the most popular theatres for intimate musicals, such as the long- 
running ‘Irene.’ At that time, the house was operated by Lyle D. An- 
drews. 

Vanderbilt was bought from the Dry Dock Savings Bank, N. Y., which, 
too, was taken over by foreclosure, by Martin Jones and his associate, O. 
M. Olmstead. They remain the owners and financial arrangements with 
the bank are said to have been completed last week. Deal called for raising 
| $25,000, of which $17,000 will be expended in the alternations. 


| _——_—____— 
| 


| John Golden’s revival of ‘Lightnin’ will start readying for Broadway 
around Aug. 22, almost 20 years to a day after the Broadway preem of the 
original production. It will open Sept. 15 at the Cort. N. Y. None of the 
original cast will be in the revival, only person set being Fred Stone in 
the star part created by the late Frank Bacon. 

Written by Bacon and Winchell Smith, ‘Lightnin’ was produced by 
Smith and Golden and tried out at the National, Washington, the week 
| of Jan, 28, 1918. It was then taken off until the following Aug. 26, when 
it opened at the Gaiety, N. Y. Subsequently ran for 1,291 performances 
and then went on the road. Bacon died during the.tour. 

Golden had planned to open the revival Aug. 26, the exact anniver- 
sary of the original debut, but forgot and booked the show for several 
weeks of strawhat dates. When he realized the summer bookings would 
prevent the Broadway opening Aug. 26, he sought to cancel the week 
at the Mohawk Drama Festival, Schenectady, N. Y., but Charles Coburn, 
director of the Festival, couldn’t line up a satisfactory substitute, so 
wouldn’t agree. At the time it closed, ‘Lightnin’ held the record for length 
of Broadway run, but has since been passed by ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (2,532 
performances) and ‘Tobacco Road’ (played 2,000th time last week). 





Separation proceedings filed last week by Frieda Mierse against Ed 
Wynn surprised the star completely, but those close to him were aware 
that the couple were incompatible despite their long association prior to 
marriage. Miss Mierse was one of the Ziegfeld beauts. She and Wynn 
first met when he starred in ‘Simple Simon,’ at the Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y. 
| and she was a showgirl. She also appeared in Wynn’s musical, ‘The Laugh 
| Parade.’ 

Government’s claim against Wynn on income tax is pending before the 
board of tax appeals. Federal auditors and the comedian’s accountants 
are working on his financial records and it’s understood a settlement will 
| be sought, which would obviate hearing before the board. 








| Bill Fields has switched from the Gilbert Miller office, where he was 
| general press agent, and joined up with the Playwrights’ Producing Co. 
Understood that Fields, who was in advance of ‘Victoria Regina’ last seas 
| son for Miller, was given a contract for 40 weeks. Stated that he was re- 
leased from an ‘agreement’ by the manager but it’s denied there ever was 
| such a contract. 
i Lucy Mitchell, who was connected with the Miller outfit for some years, 
|also withdrew and is now with the Playwrights. William Schneider, who 
| agented “Tovarich,’ produced by Miller, is assistant to Fields in the new 


Davis, | berth. 
| Madeline Clive, Alice John, Donald | 


Beddoe. Patricia Calvert, Harold Mc- | 
Gee. Mary Robbins Richardson, ‘The | 





Legiters at the Westport, Conn., theatre are still chuckling at a femme 
of ‘Dame Nature.’ Young Peter Miner, 


; ; However, he 
suddenly dried up for a moment in the third act, and during the agonizing 


lines, the femme percenter was 
‘Ah, what timing that boy has.’ 











> 





| Given a big buildup on a risque 
| note, ‘Lights’ was off to a good start. 

Critics, though, panned the produc- 
| tion pretty badly. 


Instead of the closing notice which 


S’cuse’s Strand Fold 
Threatened by Skid 


Syracuse, Aug. 16. 
Rumors that the roadshow policy 
at the Strand would 





| 


terminate | had been expected, however, man- 


} ; Harold Crouch brought 
| the bad skid of ‘Behind Red Lights.’ | ‘Mulatto’ for this week. 


in 
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Lawrence- susan’ Debu 
Advance in Frisco Opener; ‘Pins’ 126 »: 





San Francisco, AU¢. 16. 1 
it season got o 0 a goo 
+ gh last week, when ‘Susan 
er od,’ ‘Pins and Needles’ and the 
WPA'S ‘Milky Way’ all opened on the 
same night, Monday (8), at the Cur- 
n, Geary and Alcazar theatres, re- 
- ctively, to capacity houses. 
*PGertrude Lawrence, ‘Susan star, 
who co-operated with the flacks, is 
aking her first appearance in San 
Francisco. ‘Pins’ is set for a healthy 
run in this strong union town. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘ and Needles,’ Geary (1,500; 
$2 30) (Ist week). First night a com- 
ete with subsequent per- 


te sellout. 
piemances playing to almost capacity. 


— + 





Rev. Goes Pug 


Prizefight manager in the re- 
vival of ‘The Milky Way’ at the 
Ridgefield, Conn., strawhat this 
week is being played by the 
pastor of the local Congrega- 
tional church, the Rev. Hugh 
Shields. It is his professional 
stage debut. 

While at divinity 
Shields was active 
dramatics and 
vaudeville offer. 





school, 
in amateur 
was given a 














-~ biz from the carriage and white 
To” rade. rallery and balcony 
eold out every night to the labor ele- 
ment, First week, $12,000. _ 

‘Susan and God,’ Curran CL¢tl: 
$2.75) (Ist week). Gertrude Law- | 
rence is starting her road tour of | 
‘Sysan and God’ from San Francisco, | 
4 tour which will finally take the 
company to London. In the cast is | 
Nancy Coleman, formerly on the 
staff of NBC here. Miss Coleman hes 
the part of the daughter, which | 
Nancy Kelly, now with 20th Century, 
played in New York. Advance sale 
of $30,000 for first two weks is un- 
usually big. First week's take of 
$22,000 right up near the top. Play | 
scaled lower than ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
which accounts for ‘Regina’ topping 
‘Susan’ at the Curran. 

WPA 

‘Milky Way,’ Alcazar (1,269; $1.10) 
(ist week). Federal Theatre Project 
going in for revivals of late with con- 
siderable success. ‘Milky Way’ sched- 
uled for two weeks, then to the WPA 
theatre, Oakland. 


FAY WRAY WILL REMAIN 
ATSPA FOR HIGLEY PLAY 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 16. 
Fay Wray, film player, who had 
the lead in the Spa Players’ ‘Night 








of Jan. 16,’ will remain to appear 
in Philo Higley’s new piece, ‘To- 
morrow’s Sunday,’ with which the 
local strawhatter is scheduled to 
close its first season the week of 
Aug. 23. This will give her five) 


weeks’ work on the summer circuit, | 


Miss Wray previously having done 
‘George and Margaret’ at Cohasset, 
Mass., ‘Night of January 16’ at Great 
Neck, N. Y., and ‘Petrified Forest’ at 
Cohasset. 

Ethey Barrymore, in a revival of 
‘The Constant Wife,’ is this week's 
attraction at the Spa. 


Krimsky-Downes’ 2,500 
Theatre at N. Y. Fair 


John Krimsky and Olin Downes 
will be in charge of a 2,500 seat-the- 
atre venture at the New York 
World's Fair when it opens next 





G.0.P. Blasts FIP 
As a Vehicle For 
Red Patronage 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
Newest GOP attack on the New 
Deal is that the Federal Theatre Pro- 
ject is a ‘patronage vehicie for Com- 
munists,’ and threat is made of Con- 
gressional probe by Dies commit- 
tee, now sitting here investigating 
un-American and subversive activi- 
ties. Lawmakers will be tied up at 
least all this week, however, listen- 
ing to charges of red influence in 

labor groups rather than theatres. 
J. Parnell Thomas, New Jersey Re- 
publican member of investigating 
group, in statement sent out by GOP 
national headquarters, charged pro- 
ject has become ‘communist unit 
which is producing plays designed to 


poison minds of others against 
American system of government.’ 


Mentioned no names, but said he will | 


demand resignation of directors on 
the project. Asserts 
actors of ability are unable to get 
jobs on project unless they first join 


is a hidden patronage agency. 
Thomas further charges subject 

matter of virtually all plays pre- 

sented thus far is ‘sheer propaganda, 





either for communism or the New 
Deal. Horrible example cited by | 
Thomas—again no name—is of ch2am- 


bermaid in New York hotel, said to | 


be member of Communist Party, who 
was given a leading role in a Fed- 


stage experience whatever. 





| George Kondolf, director of the 
| WPA Theatre Project in New York, 
| denied charges that plays presented 
| either encouraged subversiveness Or 
| favored radicals and communists. He 
| pointed out that his contentions are 
| supported by reviewers, whom, he 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES» 


t to $30,000 


unemployed | 


Workers’ Alliance, which, he claims, | 


eral play without having had any | 


‘Parnell’ Average $5,200 
At Elitch; ‘Enough’ Finals 


Denver, Aug. 16. 

‘Parnell’ did averages, with one sell- 
Wedres‘iay matinee, at the 
Elitch theatre last week. ‘Once Is 
Enough’ currert. Season closes Sat- 


urday night (19). 


Estimate for ast Week 
| ‘Parnell,’ Elitcl. (1,573; 
| Average $5,200. 


WPA 


$1.10). | 





‘Milky Way,’ “Saker Federal (463; 


| 40c Second and final week. Re- | 
opens Aug. 24 with ‘Criminal at 
Large.’ 





‘TIME’ TUCKS AWAY 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
‘On Borrowed Time,’ Coast pro- 
duction starring Victor Moore, winds 
up two profitable weeks at the Bilt- 
more Saturda’ 
cessful enzagement at 


the Geary. San 
Francisco, and takes 


to the 


120), following a suc- | 


Cooling Systems Aid Bway Shows 


VARIETY 59 
— . —_— — 


To Escape Record Heat; New Fall 
Plays May Postpone Until Letup 





B’way Legit Totals 


Estimated total grosses 
last week ce cee 942,900 

(Based on 9 shows) 

Total grosses same week 
last year $91,600 

(Based on 9 shows) 











BOAT CRUISES 


| 
| 
| 
| 


road, | 


Coming in Monday (22) is Gertrude | 


Lawrence in her 
Susan and God.’ 


Estimate for Last Week 


New York hit, 


‘On Borrowed Time,’ Biltmore (C- | 


1.656; $2.20) (1st week). 


the summer trade, this comedy 
clicked for profitable $6,000. Should 
hold firm on closing week. 
WPA . 
‘Judgment Day,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. Now in final performances. 
‘Professor Mamlock,’ social drama 


dealing with Jewish oppression in 
Nazi Germany, debuts Tuesday (23) 
for five days only. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Mayan 


Gets under way Friday 19). 
‘The Alarm Clock,’ Mason. Opens 
customary two weeks’ run_ today 


(Tues.), replacing ‘Milky Way.’ 


atre. Produced by southwest unit of 
Federal Theatre. Opens tomorrow 
(Wed.). 


Doug Gilmore Ails, Quits 
‘Susan’ Tour; Seymour In 


Douglas Gilmore has left the cast 
of ‘Susan and God’ in San Francisco 
and is confined to a hospital there. 
Recurrence of an old illness. 

John Seymour, understudy, has 
taken over the part and will play 
it indefinitely. 





Future Plays 


| “Thirty Days Hath September,’ a 
farce by Irving Gaumont and Jack 
Sobell, is to debut next month, 


sponsored by Kirby Grant, Inc. Title 
| Was copyrighted more than a year 
ago, and although it conflicts with 
another offering no change is con- 
templated. 

‘Bright Shingles,’ by Richard Mai- 
|baum, has been acquired by Harry 
|Oshrin for production sometime in 
|December. Anthony Brown will 
bag Ruth Morris negotiated the 

eal. 

‘Ladies Day,’ a comedy about base- 
| ball, by Bob Considine and Bertram 
|Robinson, will be done by Harry 
|Kaufman in the fall. Considine is 
|sports columnist on the New York 


year. Outstanding class productions | claimed, did not mention such al-| Daily Mirror, 


are planned. 
Enterprise probably will occupy 
all of Krimsky’s time during fair. 


Presently is director of entertain- | 


ment for the exposition. 





Engagements 


Helen Claire, Carmel White, Ed- 
win Nicander, Sheldon Leonard, 
tank Wilson, Ollie Burgoyne, ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye.’ 

Beth Merrill, Ruth March, Law- 
Tence Fletcher, Jerome Zerbe, An- 
tony Stafford, Gibbs Penrose, Mar- 
Jorie Tas, John Norton, ‘Susan and 

“y) Nantucket Playhouse, Siascon- 
Set Casino, Nantucket, Mass. 
slfarcy Westcott, Muriel Angelus, 

ys from Syracuse.’ 
Ja die Bracken, Connie Nickerson. 
une Gilbert, Irving Morrow, Wil- 
— Mendrek, Laura Rogers, Nor- 
en Tokar, Lalive Brownell. Miriam 
Be aught, Henrv Lascoe Marshall 
Jrattord, Ralph Bell, 
~~ Lane, Sybil Keating, Butter- 
Wilken, ea Mitzi Miller. Stasia 

, a ‘e’ -0 4 
Toad company}, ” a 


L. A. Opens with Talu 


Tallulah Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
oar. ah Bankhead, in ‘I Am Dif- 
of 1932 a ns the local legit season 

-39 at the Biltmore next Mon- 





day sep 
— for a limited engagement. 
‘ ruc Lawrence follows with 


ony Naaee God,’ now at the Curran, 
iego rn “19 Play preems in San 
« &. 19 for two days. 
the ewe Time,’ currently at 
«Te. winds up the summer 


S€ason Saty rday (20). 


Hope Landin, | 


| legations in their notices. 

As for individuals not being pro- 
| fessionals and therefore without the 
right to be on the relief theatre rolls, 
Kondolf said that no names had been 


mentioned and he could not check | 
/up without such specific informa- | 


Max Gordon Revue to Open Season 


tion. That particularly referred to a 
thrust that a chambermaid in a N. 
Y. hotel, said to be a Communist, 
who was given a leading role in a 
play without having had any stage 
experience. 


Summer Theatres 


| (NEW PLAYS) 
| ‘Bright Rebel,’ Chapel Playhouse, 
| Guilford, Conn, (15). 
| ‘The Millionairess,’ Country thea- 
atre, Westport, Conn. (15). 
‘Sixth Avenue,’ Litchfield theatre, 
Litchfield, Conn. (16). 
‘All Through the Night,’ Theatre- 
in-the-Dale. Marble Dale, Conn. (17). 
‘Cowboys and Indians,” Monomoy 
| theatre, Chatham, Mass. (17). 
| «It’s a Small World,’ Franconia, N 
(18). 
‘Love Is No Heaven,’ Auditorium. 
Peapack, N. J. (17). 


| 








HK. 


‘Pocahontas Preferred,’ Rockridge 


theatre. Carmel, N. Y. (15). 

‘The Ivory Tower,’ Tamarack Play- 
house, Lake Pleasant, N. Y. (19). 

‘Grandpa,’ Newport Casino, Ne 
port, R. i. (16). 

‘Utopia, Ltd.’, Theatre-by-t 
Matunuck, R. I. (16). 

‘October Comedy,’ We: 
Weston. Vt. (19) 

‘Double Feature,’ Wharf theatre, 
' Provincetown, Mas: 15). 


we 
vv 


+ +} ¢ 
Lon neatre 


he-Sea. 


‘Generals Need Beds,’ comedy about 
|Colonial America, by S. L. Meltzer, 
|is being readied for fall production 
‘by Cheryl] Crawford. Harry Horner 
|may do the sets. Producer is also 
| working on another play by the same 
author. 


Geared for | 


TO BIG $4,109 AT 
ST. L. OPENING 


St. Louis, Aug 

Ziegfeld’s ‘Show Box 
204,305 to 28 performances in munici- 
pal theatre’s al fresco playhouse in 
1930 and 1934, returned for its third 
last 


House grossed approximate- 


16. 
it,” which drew 


two-week engagement 


(Mon. ) 


ily $4.100, the patrons filling all seats 


| vance sale 


‘Sun Rises in the West,” Greek the- | 


mond. Vicki Cummings, Jack Shee- | 
han, Earl MacVeigh, Joseph Macau-,; 
ley, Minto Cato and Kenneth Spen- 
cer Forty-four sepia singers and! 
dancers brought augmented cast to 
| 165 

Zeke Colvan. who staged the suc- 





despite threats of rain. A 
threatens previous ma 

Two members of 
cast ‘Norma Terris. : 
Margaret Carlisle a 


1 


rxs. 
original 
; Magnolia, and 
Julie, returned 


for more triumphs. Others in sunport- ! 


ing roles. who clicked, are Ronald 


Graham. George Rasely, Helen Ray- | 


cess for Ziegfeld, and George Hirst, 
wh” was musical director of the orig- 


inal company on its American tour, | 


again are in charge of the piece. 
‘The Gingerbread Man’ closed a 
seven-performance run Sunday (14) 
with approximately $40,000 for nice 
biz. ‘Gingerbread’ did not cop as 


;much dough from the youngsters as 
| ‘Babes 


in Toyland’ harvested last 
season. 


Current Road Shows 








Week of Aug. 15 


‘Behind Red Lights,’ Brighton, 
Brighton Beach, N. Y. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Alden, Jamaica, 
i a - 


‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head), Savoy, San Diego, Cal. (18- 
20). 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ 
Francisco. 

‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Curran, San Francisco. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Garden Pier, Atlantic City. 


Geary, San 


In Philly Aug. 29; Bookings on Rise 


| Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
| Strong legit lineup has been laid 
son, starting unusually early, Aug. 
29, with ‘Sing Out the News’ at the 
Forrest. Revue, produced by Max 
Gordon in association with George 
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, will 
play two weeks before preeming in 
New York. 

Unless plans fold, 
year, which at the beginning 


as they did last 
like- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
' 


wise promised to be lush for Philly | 
theatre-goers, there'll be a flock of 
shows here. Last season was one 
of the sparsest here in years. 
Definitely lined up for the For- 
rest is ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ which 
IVE in Oct. 3, after George M. 
Cohan returns from Europe Ma- 
of the t will be ori | 
N Yor} 
() é rac n f ] 
Forrest, Che Locust 
] e the T atre { hie 
t 38 A ed L t and 
I n Fi e, to be alternate 


| Women.’ 


with their production of Chekhov’s 
‘The Sea Gull’; Eva La Gallienne in 


out for Philadelphia this coming sea- | Eddie Dowling’s production, ‘Madame 


Capet.’ 

Ethel Barrymore will be here in 
‘White Oaks,’ the Group Theatre will 
present ‘Golden Boy’ and there will 
be ‘Mice and Men,” ‘Our Town’ and 
a return engagement of 


Broadway is again simmering with 
record temperatures, but theré were 
no closing last Saturday. Nor are 
any scheduled for this week. Rated 
one of the fiercest summers in years, 





Broadway wonders how the survive 
ing shows manaze to stick. 

Answer appears to be the cooling 
ystems, which most f the lighted 
theatre talled during the spring. 
Business last week was about the 
same as the previous one, but unless 
there is a break in the weather 
rosses will d btless e affected 

There are still ni attractions on 
the list. same numbe1 l August 
at this time, one dropping out before 
the end of that month. Schedule of 
openings for next month is forming, 


but there is the possibility of delays, 
for even the weather man declares 
the only sure surcease from the heat 
that he can figure is winter. 


Activity in the sticks continues on 
high, with stock revivals attracting 


more atttention than tryouts. Scouts 





nicht. | 


‘Boat’ | 


‘The 
| 


report the new play crop to be quan- 


| titative, but definitely not qualita- 
tive. with possibilities for Broadway 
being skimpy. Yet new plays appear 
to crep up everywhere in the sum- 
mer theatre belt, 13 such presenta- 
tions being carded for the current 
week, 

In addition to the regular list, 


WPA has two shows operating, but 

one is laying off temporarily. 
Estimaies for Last Week 

| ‘Bachelor Born,’ 


week) (C-957: 


(30th 
attempt 


Lyceum 


£3.50). Will 


to stick through September: business 
about same with even break bettered; 
+ 900. 
| *¥ Married an Angel,’ Shubert (15th 
| week) (M-1,387; $4.40). High tem- 
{| peratures may hurt but summer hit 
should stick for long engagement; 
juoted at $27,400. 
‘On [Eerrowed Time,’ Tongacre 
(28th week) (D-1,019: $2.30). Still 


figured to extend well ints next sea- 
on; went to better than $6,000, which 
should be profitable, 

; ‘Our Town,’ Morosco 


(29th week) 
(D-961; $3.30). Slated to move across 


street to the Booth next month; 
$8,000; best money among straight 
plays. 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ Golden 


(28th week) (D-789; $3.30). Resumed 


last week after two-week layoff: 
business fairly good considering 
period; over $6,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (245th 


week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Got publicity 
on passing 2,000th performance; at- 
tendance light: $4,000. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (19th week) 
(C-991:; $3.30). Going along to mod- 
erate attendance but claims profit- 
able operation right along: $6,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (88th week) (C-708: $2.75). 
Ending long run soon and due for 
tour of one nighters: has been off 
but on summer basis getting by; 
$6,000. 

Added 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(37th week) (R-500; $2.75). Unionists 
satisfied with, attendance but slated 
to move to another theatre; $5,500. 

WPA 

‘One-Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi 
(31st week). 

‘Prologue to Glory,’ Elliott. Laying 
off after playing 22 weeks: probably 
reopening at the Ritz; ‘The Big Blow’ 
slated in here. 

‘Haiti,’ Lafayette, Daly’s (25th 
week). 


Minnelli to Do Revue 
Without the Shuberts 


Vincente Minnelli is readying a 
major revue for fall production. He 
will do the show on his own, entirely 


independent of the Shuberts, with 
whom he has been associated in the 
past. 


untitled and Minnelli is 
|dickering for composers to do the 
|score. He will direct and design the 
|} production himself. Minnelli pro- 
duced ‘The Show Is On’ for the 
Shuberts and designed the produc- 
tion of ‘At Home Abroad’ for them. 


Piece is 





Others possible for Philly, but not Canton Vetoes New Aud 


definitely committed, are Katharine 
Cornell in ‘Herod and Miriamne; 
Tallulah Bankhead and John Emery 
in ‘I Am Different, a new comedy 


Canton, Aug. 16. 
| Defeat of a bond i e at the re- 
cent primary electio: ttered Can- 


by Lili Hatvany and Zoe Akins, to! 
be presented by Lee Shubert; Helen 
fayes in ‘Merchant of Venice’;! 
Guthrie McClintic presentation of 
E. B. Gint ‘Legend’; Maurice 
Evans in ‘H let's ew play b;3 
Paul Vince Carrol] ‘Cle All 
Wires, new Vinton Freedle I 

J Golde I 
I h Fre f ! 
( H ! 

e by Ih Be 


ton’s drive for a new PWA $500,000 

municipal au Federal aid 

had been ; turned 

down the bond ould 

have taken care ( hare 
ol tien ont 

if 1. 

a 

‘ 9, 

{ P- 

in 

.oTr 

nd sscrts 
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Walter Hampden-Trilby Road Tour == svance Notice 


Mulled After Big Biz at Mohawk Fete 


Schenectady, Aug. 16. and music are by Thomas Grant 
Walter Hampden, in ‘Trilby,’ at-! Springer and Samuel Medoff Book 
tracted the best business of the sea-! was written by Evans and Springer. 


_aenms 





Actress recently stepped into 
a strawhat role on quick notice. 
After the performance producer 
was asked what he thought of 
her. 

‘Well, I'm not sure, she 
doesn’t know the part yet; but 
after she knows the lines I 
think she'll be def.nitely lousy.’ 








son last week to the Mohawk Drama | —_——— 





Festival on Union College campus.; Western Pennsylvania's only straw- 
The gross was the nearest to the’ hat, Paint Shop theatre, Somerset, | 
Festival’s 1937 record breaker, ‘The! Pa., ends six-week season next week 
Farmer Takes a Wife.’ On six per-' with Benn W. Levy's ‘Devil Passes. 
formances—one of them forced in- | Leading role will be played by John 
doors by inclement weather—and| McQuade, former star of Pittsburgh 
with a seating capacity of 1,300, at; Playhouse, who had a role this year 
$1 and $1.50, the gate was around | jn ‘I'd Rather Be Right.’ He'll go 
$4.750. Presence of Producer Mur-! on tour with the George M. Cohan 
ray Phillips and a _ representative Current production at Paint 
from the William Morris agency led 
to the report that a road tour of; Broadway play. 
‘Trilby,” with Hampden starred, was Paint Shop has abandoned tryouts 
under consideration It was the first for tried successes. Only new script 
time in his long career that Hamp- | tested here this year was Grenville 
den had played Svengali and he, Vernon's ‘All Fools 
drew good notices. policy having been launched when 
Star will do a scene from the) Bruce Hewitt and E. Reeves Cochran, 
Du Maurier opus on Rudy Vallee’s’ founders of theatre, pulled out and 
air show this week. While in Sche- 


show 


Shop is ‘Love in a Mist,’ 


Night.’ new} for quick oblivion. é 
actors are just plain bad and there’s 
no meat in the script. Author Robert 
Buckner tried to make something of 
a lush playboy, who hid out among 
sroup of Somerset citizens took over.| the Arizona cacti to give the slip to 


Out-Of-Town 


PORTRAIT OF A LADY 


Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
ly drama n ¢t : icts by Robert 
kn Stazed by Harry Hayder At 
Hayden t itre, Los Ar - Aug 
11 38 
( Harry Hayd Le Bliss Fdna 


former | May Jones, Virginia Dyer, Kenneth Nolan 


Bob Edwards Eleanor Gates, Wintor 
Reynolds Lucy von Lederman, Yolanda 


Donlan, George Hamlir 


Just a bad paint job that is fated 
Subject is trite, 


nectady, his election as trustee of incsaipatie {demon rum, and is regenerated by a 


the Mohawk Drama Festival was an- | 
nounced. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, star of tested the first week in September 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ and head at the Barter. theatre, 
of the Malvern Festival in England, | Va. Authored by Arnold 
made three appearances here Sunday! gaard, whose play about 
(14) in connection with the Fes- | ‘Spirochet,’ was done last winter by 
tival. He broadcast over WGY'the Federal Theatre in Chicago. | 
with Union’s prez, Dixon Ryan Fox, 
Hampden and general lirector | Dr. O. C. Wenger on a book about 
Charles Coburn in the early after-| syphilis. Harpers will publish. His 
noon; took part in the regular con- | ‘What’ll I say to Her Now’ has just 


Sund- 
syphilis, | « 


cert in Memorial Chapel at 5 p.m.,| been brought out by Story Mag. 
and lectured at night with James’ Audrey Wood, of the Liebling- 


Reid Parker, of The New Yorker. 
St. Louis, Aug. 16. ‘Flight, by W. Ray Cozine, will 
Mary Chamberlain will play the be tried out next week at the Rock- | 
lead in Noel Coward’s farce. ‘Pri- | Tidge theatre, Carmel, N. Y. Katha-| 
“ale Lives’ at the Civic Theatre,| tine Warren, James Truex, Sara 
local strawhat organization The Floyd and William Balfour will be) 
c Suliay al —¢ ae ° C E | 
piece, last of the Civic Theatre’s in- | '™ the cast. | 
itial season, will be presented four Cozine is managing director of | 
nichts seviias inanivew (Cied.) Kendor Productions, Inc., film out-| 
os ela. Lillis, LULL ee . 
Miss Chamberlain, a native of Le- lit. 
banon, Ill., near here, was visiting rae 
ee ‘HATTE 
her parents when she volunteered New L Png ew inuihin aie 
her services to Gordon Carter, presi- | a ig — eileen A g 
dent of the Civic Theatre, who also | P™esenting Night Must Fall,’ Aug. 
: | the : ‘ay: , Is a 
will direct. Those in support are 18 20. . 
Frances Buss. Lomax Study and Cape theatre, N. J., shutters Sat- 
Lucky Lockett ; | urday (20) after poor season. ‘Yes, 
The Civic Theatre, a co-operative | My Darling Daughter, current, 
body of Little Theatre players, is| Showed only profit. ee 
planning to operate on a larger scale | Ethel Barrymore, starring in ‘The 
next year as Constant Wife’ this week at Saratoga 
: ' | Springs, is a guest there of her son, | 
Ivoryton, Conn. Aus. 16. | Samuel Blythe Colt. 
Irving Stiefel pulled a novelty Whitner Bissell, who’s been at| 
doubling stunt in connection with Stockbridge and Dennis, Mass., and | 
recent playing of ‘Warrior's Hus- Stony Creek, Conn., has rejoined the 
band’ here. y | Berkshire Playhouse. 
As business manager of the outfit, | Frank McCoy and O. O. Wee will 
Stiefel handled the box office prior | present The Late Christopher Bean, ’| 
° © | 7 x C- 
to curtain time. Then he ducked ne oe bei as by? yay tl 
backstage, shifted from his Palm = eee Seager rey ave Oey 
Beach suit to a leopard skin and one week beginning Monday, Aug. 
. 22. 
walked on as Hercules. 


Wood agency, handles Sundgaard. 
} 





‘Rhyme Without Reason,’ by Ed- |, 
mund North ana James Gow, and), 
One af the ton sroenee of the mam- 'starring Dorothy Mackaill and James | 

: ON iy: ye | Rennie, is slated for tryout at Wharf | 
~— = the sticks - credited to Cor-| theatre, Provincetown, Mass., week 
nelia Otis Skinner, who played the | oe Aug. 22 
Playhouse Ogunquit. Me Her bit|, The Theatre-in-the-Dale, Marble- | 

pe ii: : ; will present a new} 


| head, Conn. 
Q h noancear n Ac pan etn 6 oO | , . ; j 
for the engagement was reported to comedy, ‘All Through the ight, 


be $1,000, something of a record for by Conway Washburne, Aug. 17-20. 
country show shops. “ie , 
a ; <4 _,| Elisa Wilber 
She will again shcw in ‘Romance’| - 
at Maplewood, N. J., week of Sept are te leads. , ; 
gage ie nd xg Mary Wickes, with the Berkshire 
19, with Donald Cook playing op- Plavt ie ee ace a 
selte. whieh he id in Maine | Playhouse for four years, has left to 
P 4 : | appear in the Mercury Theatre’s re- 
. roy | vival of ‘Too Much Johnson’ in Stony 
Tryouts of straight plays in coun- 


try theatres during the summer are | pe a seageane Bs to a Broadway 
frequent but look-see performances | i 

of musicals are exceptional, only Fi 
outfit making such presentations be- Colin Preps Play 

ing the St. Louis Municipal Opera Dr. Saul C. Colin, head of Conti- | 
Co., which puts on one or two new/|nental Productions, is due back) 
musicals each season. However, a|from the Coast next week. He's! 
tryout of a musical, ‘Sunset Trail,’| been there lining up talent for a| 
will be made by Greek Evans at his| fall production, ‘Easy Lies the | 
Theatre-In-The-Woods, near Nor-| Head,’ by Aubrey Wisberg and Rob-| 
walk, Conn., Aug. 26. ert Carlysle, with score by Seiler | 

‘Trail’ is an operetta, described as; and Marcus. 

a musical melodrama, dealing with | Also is readying a show with the) 
a trail drive of cowhands. Lyrics| American Negro Ballet. 





One of Top Strawhats 


and Cledge Roberts | 














DON DIXON 


FEATURED COMEDIAN 


AT THE 


MEMPHIS OPEN AIR THEATRE 


Harry Martin, of Memphis Commercial Appeal, said:—Don Dixon, 
featured comedian, carried comedy honors for his work in 


“DESERT SONG” — “SALLY” — “MY MARYLAND” 
“KATINKA” and “FIRE FLY” 


—<—_ 9—_————_ 


ADDRESS — LAMBS CLUB, NEW YORK 

















All the old 


‘Evervwhere I Roam, folk play | bure daughter of the old west. When | 
: } ; eee east ,|he brings her east to meet the folks 
1e rican farmer, will be; “€ 5 : 
about the Ame oy of the hossy set before making her 


Abinedo |his’n, the old routine is dragged in. 
ingdon, | Fact 


iust don’t care to meet West. 
stage cliches are bled for 
drama and laughs but it’s no go. 
Edna May Jones, as a pert husband 
tracker-downer, is the only tyro who 


Sundgaard is also collabbing with | Shows polish and some promise, The 


others, aside from the vets, Harry 
Hayden and Lela Bliss, must be 
nursing a grudge against Thespis 
A play of identical title opened 
last February in London. 
The author is not to be confused 


| with the Warner Bros. writer of the 


same name. although they are dis- 
tantly related. Helm. 


Abroad 
OSCAR WILDE 


(IN ENGLISH) 
Paris, Aug. 6. 
Drama in three acts (7 scenes) by Les 
ie and Sewell Stokes presented by Ed- 
vard Stirling and the English Players. At 
he Theatre de |'Oeuvre, Paris, France 


Lord Alfred Douglas .James Milner 
T 
{ 


OUis DIION....ccces , Ib Melchoir 
scar Wilde.....cccecece Edward Stirling 
Eustace osccececeocosss conn Stovart | 
Frank Harris.....coccecse.--Arthur Burne 
Charlie Parker...ceee ecorccces Hugh Grant 
PUNEEOS: “PE eB 6 ok oc 600600000008 ..E. Stud 
Sir Kdward Clarke...c.eec.. G Burtnel 
H. Carson coccescoess. hom Sutterby 
Solicitor General...........Arthur Tenniel 
6 LA PERU TCCTT Te .. Jean toul 
Waiter , ‘ew ° .. Georges 
fe Barer eer rT ee oe Alan Wade 


Banned in England, ‘Oscar Wilde,’ 
as presented here, makes no attempt 
at condemning or condoning the 
reason for which the English play- 
wright was imprisoned. But it does 
show in a virile, satisfactory man- 
ner four episodes from the author’s 
life to make this play good arty en- 
tertainment. 

Tragic though it was, whether one 
thinks Wilde was right or not, the 
presentation of his life, from the 
time he became famous as an author 
and notorious for homosexuality, un- 
til his drunken demise in Paris after 
his two years in prison, is drama- 
tized forcefully. It presents well the 
downfall of a brilliant mind because 
of its beliefs concerning physical 
pleasures. 

In the episodes presented, Wilde 
moves from the ease of his position 
and in defiance of society, through 
his associations with Lord Alfred 
Douglas and the suit he first brought 
against Douglas’s father, Queens- 
bury, until in turn turn, he is tried 
himself and imprisoned. 

Outstanding through it all is the 
forceful demonstration of the love 
and adoration one man can have 
for another. Wilde is forcefully 
shown with his brilliant mind, his 
love of young men, which the law 
considered distasteful, and his final 
degeneration into the drunk who 
was still able to drool magnificent 
outpourings of his concepts. but 
lacked the power to correlate them. 

Dialog throughout is consistently 


good and convincing, with sufficient | 


comedy touches to relieve the trag- 
edv. James Milner. as Douglas, 
falls short; Ib Melchoir, as a French 


j}admirer of Wilde. shows inexperi- 
|}ence, but John Stobart perfectly por- 


trays a figure in Wilde’s world with 
all of the nuances necessary. Ar- 
thur Burne takes care of the Frank 
Harris role, a friend and an admirer 
of Wilde’s literary works. only with 
sufficiency, while Hugh Grant. as a 
stable lad, and one of Wilde's 
‘friends,’ does well. Court 
are convincing enough but 
lighting would help more. 


better 
Hugo. 


ENDOWED TO THE ARTS 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 16. 
Dr. Irving Wills, head of the Lo- 
bero Theatre Foundation, turned 
over the Lobero theatre and its site 
tc Santa Barbara county, to be per- 
petuated as a home of drama, music 
and dance. 





scenes | 


We 


dnesday, August 17, 193 


Strawhat 


F 





THE MILLIONAIRESS | 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 15. 
Comedy in three acts (4 scenes) by George 
Sernard Shaw. Presented by Lawrence 
| Lamgner and Armina Marshall. Stars Jessie 
toyce Landis Staged by Harry Wags.ir 


Gribble. Settings, Kare-Stephanek. At 
the Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., 
Aug. 15, '38; $2.75 top. 


Julius Sagamore............Barry Thomson 
Epithania. Jessie Royce Landis 


Alastair. ro eerie. Wilton Graff | 
Patricia Smith. ....cccccsss Philippa Bevans 
Adrian Blenderbland,....... Ralph Suuipter 
| Doctor....... ou dvte venees Onslow Stevens 
Man Perr rere seaceeksarry Irvine 
Woman.... Lillian Brannard Tonge 


Manager Hugh Marlowe 


Shaw wrote this comedy several 
years ago on a ship returning to 
England from New Zealand for the 
Festival at Malvern. This is its 
American preem “awrence Lang- 
ner and Theresa Helburn are trying 
t out here for the Theatre Guild, 
which wants it for New York. It 
doesn’t look particularly likely for 
Broadway. 

As a portrait of a she boss, who 
dominates everyvne about her, mar- | 
ries whom anu when she likes and 
thrives in her itinerary, the play has 
drive from excellent Shaw comedy 
and several degrees of authenticity. | 

Play is propelled by a fixation | 
heroine called Epithania who uses | 
her wealth to gain her ends, yet| 


doesn’t spend it, and who turns 
hasty decisions into profit, disad- 
vantages to. victory. She throws 


off her prizefighter-husband for an 
Egyptian doctor, and when the lat- 
ter requires her to go out on her 
own for six months, she gets work 
in a sweatshop and owns it ere a 
week is out She waits on the 
tables in a run-down inn and soon 
has the place on a payil.g basis. 
Eppy, it seems, is just irresistible to 
success. 

Brilliant Jessie 
| Royce Landis in lead role gives the 
| play added vitality and cotor. Miss 
Landis has both force and looks for 
the part and the imagination to de- 
|velop an amazir.g but completely 
persuasive despot. In act two she 
kayos a suitor who attacks her 
father’s memory. Fists or charm or 
cunning, Eppy always comes out 
ahead, 
| Miss Landis’ performance is stand- 
}out, but Wilton Graff, Ralph Sump- 
ter and Onslow Stevens. as her three 
mates, are excellent. Graff is espe- 
cially amusing, and Barry Thomson 
is stellar as Eppy’s’. resourceful | 
|solicitor. There’s a good fit by the 
veteran Lillian Bernard Tonge as a 
| sweatshop worker. 

Good direction by Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble, who did ‘Simpleton of the 
Unexpected Isles’ for the Guild. 
Doul. 


ANYBODY’S GAME | 


Bridgehampton,-N. Y., Aug. 12. | 
Farce in three acts by Arthur Pierson and 
Dr. Francis L. Golden. Staged by Edgar 
Mason. Settings, Peter Wolf and Ed Bax- 
ter. At Hampton Plavhouse, Bridgehamp 


performance by 





cn. HN. F. AG 2h “RS | 
Bo. See eee ree rr errr William Thorne 
MVORORE. BEING. ciccincecsaces Henry Hull, Jr. 


CER SOMNIOR, 654006ee0enesx 


..Lynn Phillips | 
Creamy Jones... 


ecccccceecs. Walter Vaughn | 


suck Schaffner........ Terres Edgar Mason 
ere cick daa Fraye Gilbert 
Jake Kline.............Alexander Campbell 
Woman with Parcels....Emma Louise Suss 
i Sa essceeee- earl McMurray 


ceeees ecccccesses- RObert Porter | 
Andy Paulsen.......eeeee....Stanley Miller 
Dave Morgan....cecccoccesss.. Byron Shores 
Chick Parson..... eccoceees- Frank Tovejoy 
Lefty Morrison......eee++..Charles Philhour | 
Slugger Delaney.............. Robert Foulk | 


Mrs. Arlene Quinn............- Elsie McKie | 
sambolina Blair weeeeesss Polly Beers 
aes in SRE EE PO eT Tee Edward Hyland | 


Mr. Brodine.................Maurice Morris 
Police Guards.,Peter Wolf, William King, 
Edward Deckert, Walter Rutyna 





— | 
Moderately funny in its present 
| shape. ‘Anybody’s Game’ may mean 
;something to Broadway, and ulti- 
mately to pictures, if it’s given a 
thorough going over. Summer pro- | 
|duction is hardly fair to this type of 





| play, since farces depend so much on | * 


|smooth ensemble work and perfect 
| timing, neither of which can be 
jachieved under average strawhat 
|conditions. ‘Game’ has been given | 
|an energetic performance by Hamvp- | 
ton Playhouse group, but with little 
| attention to niceties of pace, comic 
business or realism in staging. 

Story concerns Everett Miller, 
young lad who has invented a fire 
extinguisher. In order to raise coin 
| for putting it on the market, he visits 
an old friend of his father, Jake 
Kline. Jake turns out to be a fight 
promoter with a huge bankroll 
staked on outcome of the World Se- 
ries between Chicago Giants and 
New York White Sox. If White Sox 
| win, as Kline is confident they will, 
he promises to give Everett $2.500 
Then Everett can manufacture his 
own product and also marry little 
Zona Johnson. : 

At this point it’s learned that six 
members of White Sox team have 
| been quarantined in an Ohio tourist 
| home. Forced down on an airplane 
trip. they stopped in at the house and 
were locked up when a local medico 
diagnosed Negro servant girl’s illness 
as rare form of typhoid. Series con- 
tinues without them, and it looks as 
though Kline will lose his wad. 
Everett and Zona hop a bus for 
Quincetown, Ohio. How they get the 
team out of hock and eventually ; 


i wind up with more money than they 


j}extract the more obvious value 


|jobs as big, jovial Jake Kline. 


|household, and acceptance of Han- 


jlack of 


|} Lord Byron. 


=> 
R 

bargained for provides sub je, t-mat 

ter for rest of the script. bic 
Authors have delivered some 


amusing lines and devised an 
sional ingenious situation, 
thing needs polishing 
focus. 

Henry Hull, Jr, and Lynn Ph; 


OCCa.< 
but Whole 
and Sharper 


llips 
Ss from 
Everett and Zona roles. Alexander 
Campbell does one of better acting 
3 Robert 
Porter, Stanley Miller, Byron Shores 
Frank Lovejoy, Charles Philhour and 
Robert Foulk_ acquit  themselvac 
creditably as White Sox, while Elsie 
McKie is okay as Mrs. Quinn. man- 
ager of the tourist home Paul. 


PALM BEACH 


Saybrook, Conn., Aug, 14 


‘ edy ee a 2 \ N ( na 
I Dunr D ry ¢ ” 
I | Man I < 

t Aug. 1% 38 j 

(ie na Su m-Har 1 h Ter 
Diana Arlen 
Ann Prent CI Patiky 

i] Sack 7 Dor thy fey 
Wilkinson.... George J oaks ~ 
Oliver Sutton-Hanbury ‘ote Blake 
Maid perenne wis June Lorraine 
|} John Maynard . Tadeus Kowal] 
Derek Voil... ee++Harold Woodall 
Roger (Rocky) Plunket.... Gug Masnine 
WOPR. «0 cGk skewed « P Yi 
WSS MNPGNs sos vdcccccvass re Ra 4 
oe ee eas Adele Lambrose 

i 4 ! ( 

3 ! I M I ! 


If Hollywood isn’t tired of produc. 
ing the ‘Merrily We Live” type of 
comedy by the time thi: tryout can 
be whipped into shape, there might 
be a chance for ‘Palm Beach.’ Play 
contains an Alice Brady-Billie Burke 
flutter-brained type of mother. and 
action is about the multitudinous 
goings-on of a zany family : 

Husband Oliver Sutton-Hanburv 
(Carter Blake), wealthy broker win. 
teriug in Palm Beach, takes a clean. 
ing from Wall Street. but pins hopes 
for a survival on a dizzy scheme for 
building an airport, on _ platforms. 
over the water. The son of an old 
flame of Hanbury’s wife bobs up from 
Alaska for a visit. Boy, John May. 
nard (Tadeus Kowal), has written a 
book on Eskimo sex life. and Han- 
bury’s younger daughter, Sybil (Dor. 
othy Maris), helps to popularize it, 
Older daughter, Diana (Lee Arlen), 
makes a play for the lad when she 
notes his success, but Sybil engineers 
a sale of his book to a picture firm, 
and John finally selects her for his 
bride to accompany him to Holly- 
wood to help produce the film. _ 

Numerous side issues. such as a 
charity dance scene, fisticuffs be- 
tween the butler and a son of the 
bury’s airport scheme by the WPA 
because F. D. R. has said ‘it’s so 
damned nutty it might work,’ offer 
comedy possibilities. 

Play is handled by Milton Stiefel’s, 
Ivoryton, Conn.. apprentice group, 
the Manhattan Players and tyros to 
make it mildly entertaining despite 
polish. Charlotte Patiky, 
Miss Maris, Miss Arlen, Kowal, 
Michael Pober and Paul Theodore 
are among cast’s best bets. Bone. 


BRIGHT REBEL 


Guilford, Conn., Aug. 15. 
Tragedy in three acts (7 scenes) by Stan- 
ley Young. Presented by Chapel Playhouse, 
Staged by William Kilcullen Settings, 
Gulielma Daves. At Guilford, Conn., week 
Aug. 15, °38. 





PMSCHON sss 5's Gnu seSbawada ... Robert Vivian 
Harrington........ eccccooces Francis Swann 
‘eachey scccveccccccocc. Judith Billott 
Mrs. Byron........ Weteebese sec 0OGn SUI 
SOM BOGS: Fi6sscaies eeeee Richard Aherne 
John Cam Hobhouse.........Noel Warwick 
Scrope Davies..... secece ress amen LAaWIy 


John Cromwell 


Anne Milbanke Ft wicesca Bruning 


Lord Melbourne, . ae Pacie Rinple 
Lady Caroline Lamb........Junice Hanford 
Lady Melbourne.............Merle Maddern 
Lady Oxford... ...ccces ecoee. Olive Warren 
Ford WiGOR...ccccece ecoseee- Herbert Ranson 
SUN Megtixsce<xbeansebeerens Hermann Lieb 
John Travis b4460656664050 OE COT 
Nicholas Kondylis.............Von Begenau 
PUREE: THIGH. oc cccccccess Linda Grantham 
Ps MNS os 55. 94-0:5050060-62:5 Frances Works 


er IRS oe avd buy cae gg xe .. Alvin Kerr 
Colonel Stanhope... -Hermann Lieb 
Dr. Millingen.. James Lawry 


Stanley Young has done a credi- 
table job writing ‘Bright Rebel’ and 
ohn Cromwell has boosted the 
play’s chances with some exceptions 
ally good acting in an intricate role. 
Although the play lacks mass appeal. 
it could be built into fairly successful 
are, 

It’s pretty tragic in its present 
form, and unless revised can only 
hope for class draw, since it’s based 
on the life of Byron, the poet 

Author has obviously made quite a 
study of his subject. He notes the 
3yron physical deformity (clubfoot), 
the family tendency toward insanity, 
the rumored incest between Byron 
and his half-sister, Augusta, and his 
constant crusading on behalf of the 
underprivileged. 

Cromwell plays Byron. Opposite 
lim, Francesca Bruning doesn't fare 
so well. Her dramatic passages are 
okay, but she lacks the personal ap- 
peal that would have caused a chars 
acter like Byron to prefer her above 
the London ladies among whom he 
could have had his pick. 

Supporting standouts include M rle 
Maddern, Ripple, Robert 
Vivian and Herbert Ransom. Bove 
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————_— 
Broadway 


—-_—_—_— 


Blutch Stone’s 47th birthday last 


~. Asta:re in New York on his 
annual trip east. 
Anna McQuade, Max 
secretary. vacationing. 
Sidney Spier, nitery p.a., 
from week at Cave Cod. 
Robe Weenolsen summering in 
Connecticut with the family. 
Bill Goodheart, of MCA, back from 
short trip through the south. 
¥ Ed Choate, house manager of the 
Morosco, vacashing in Bermuda. 
Dorothy Haas, of Fanchon & 
Marco, returned from Hollywood. 
Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Cohen back 
from their summer home in Ma...e. 
Sidney Justin, of Paramount's le- 
al staff on the Coast, in town for a 
pg ex-dancer, now raises 
polo ponies on her husband’s Cali- 
"a — back from Province- 
town, Mass., and writing a_ full- 
h play. 
ee Players 
49th Street theatre. 
”s last season. 
— Fisher, exhibitor and _ theatre 
owner in Singapore, dropped in be- 
fore sailing for home. 
Gilbert Gabriel left for the Coast 
last Friday (12) to script ‘Unpos- 
sessed’ for Paramount. 
Jay Packard operating a hotel and 
cafe in Atlantic City, which he calls 
the ‘House of Packard. 


Gordon’s 


back 


dickering for the 
They were at 


Sidney R. Kent back to Maine on 


Monday (15), where he will remain 
until after Labor Day. 


John Root and Margaret Mullen 
(Mrs. Root), traveling in England, 


due back about Aug. 22. 

S. N. Behrman expects to wind up 
his current Coast stint this week, 
then return to Broadway. 

Celia Campbell, of Rockwell- 
O'Keefe publicity department, back 
from Bucks County, Pa. 

Buffet, canine in late ‘Of Mice and 
Men,’ died this week. Aged dog was 
pet of Olive Stanton, ingenue. _ 

Harry Keller, p.a. for the William 
Morris office, is doubling as ballyer 
for the American Kennel] Club. 

Arthur Loew, head of Metro's 
foreign department, visited Saratoga 
latter part of last week for a brief 
rest. 

Stewart Chaney, in London design- 
ing settings for a revival of ‘The 
Kivals’ there, due bac’ in mid-Oc- 
tober. 

Hatry Horner is doing the sets for 
the new Jed Harris show, as well as 
Katharine Cornell’s ‘Herod and Ma- 
riamne.” 

Marc Blitzstein is at the William 
Morris’s, Saranac Lake, 


Answer.’ 
Metro studio biz delaving Julian 
T. Abeles’ return from Hollywood. 


He’s copyright counsel to both M-G 


and 20th-Fox. 

Rolli (Roxi) Friedland back to 
Atlantic City for a month or so. 
Expects to go to 
early winter. 


Luli Deste leaves Hollywood today | 


(Wed.) for Broadway and confer- 
ences with the Shuberts for lead role 
in ‘Close Quarters.’ 

Ward Greene, whose ‘Honey’ is 
again going the rounds after being 
held by Max Gordon. is writing a 
new one, ‘Nine to Five.’ 

Frank Clark, sole survivor of the 
Four Clark Bros., old-time trapeze 
act, is confined to the Massachusetts 
State hospital, Tewksbury. 

Myer Kanin writing a new 
comedy-drama. His and Harry 
Ingram’s ‘We the Willoughbys’ is no 
longer held by John Golden. 

Vinton Freedley’s offices forced 
out of the Alvin theatre. He's mov- 

into Florenz Ziegfeld’s old of- 
fice in Loew's Ziegfeld theatre. 

Arthur S. Dickinson, head of the 
conservation department at the Hays 
office, returns next week after a va- 
cation in the South, his former home. 

Lapiniere, Metro's  publicity- 
advertising chief in Europe, is plan- 
ng Paris return Aug. 24. He has 
bee in N. Y. about three weeks on 
, Les Whalen, 20th-Fox foreign pub- 
pty-ad chief, due back Sept. 1 after 
about four weeks in Hollywood, 
where he went for studio confabs 
and a rest, 

The Willard Alexanders (MCA) 

first room com- 


80 far have their 
Pleted. Recently married, they're 


still apart : ey re 
Ping. partment and household shop 


melvia Regan, of the Mercury 


eatre management, has completed | 


er first play, ‘Every Day But Fri- 


ay,’ and is a c , 
new one already at work on a 


Don Ameche, o " 
Pendi-it; . Operated on for ap 


S in Holland, is due in today | 


Tom Europe and is 
i is 
leave for 
(Thursday ). 
x elene Pons js doing the costumes 
the Maurice Evans ‘Hamlet,’ 
~~ Pemberton’s ‘Kiss the Bovs 
‘ ye’ and for Eva LeGallienne in 
Madame Capet.’ 
Philip and J 


scheduled to 
Hollywood tomorrow 


ulius J. Epstein have 


Day ieted revisions on their ‘Let 
n, whic he (1; reste aS 
ha nites 2 ch the Guild formerly 


ption, 
On the Coast. 

€ Bob Chri te Tys 

stenberrvs 

Astor ) and the 


They're scripting 


(Hotel 


Saul H. Bornsteins 


at She, ag Inc.) are neighbors 
mee, Jel., Ww he 5 , nave 
“mmer homes, ere both hav 


Me a Wincelair, who 
Bley dancing sch 

oan £ school in 
® to Hollywood 


operates the 
Jamaica, 
to confer with 


working on | 
his new two-act musical, ‘No for an} 


Hollywood in| 


home office in Holly yood. May ex- 
pand into Brooklyn , 


such as ‘Drums.’ In contrast to the 
American made westerns, he 
Drums’ an eastern. 


| Chi, two of the Ritz brothers, Jimmy 

and Al, are east for the races at 
Saratoga, while Harry Ritz has 
turned to Hollywood. 

Betty Field is set for one of the 
leads in ‘Primrose Path’ when 
George Abbott puts the play into 
production. She is currently in 
“What a Life’ at the Biltmore. ~ 

Cliff (Vas You Dere, Sharlie?) Hall 


man for ZaSu Pitts’ Opening today 
(Wed.) at the Paramount. Hall also 
conceived the routine for the act. 
Already doing the sets for 
\Fabulous Invalid,’ ‘A Woman’s a Foo] 
—to Be Clever’ and ‘The Good’ Don- 
ald Oenslager is dickering for two 
more scenic production assignments. 
George Abbott's ‘Boys from Svra- 
cuse,’ his own rewrite of Shake- 
| Speare’s ‘Comedy of Errors,’ will be 
In prose instead of the original blank 





verse, and will have period costumes. | 


Dave Chasen, torm stage comic 
| with Joe Cook, now conducting a 
restaurant in Beverly Hills, planed 
into New York last week and hopped 
off again after several days. 

Earl Robinson doing the score for 
George Sklar's ‘Life and Death of an 


janother FTP show, Ned Lehac’s 
‘Sing for Your Supper.’ 


Paris 


By Huge Speck 


Marie Glory to Rome. 
Henri Dajou to Cannes. 
Louis Muller to Cannes. 
Ronnie Greenfield to London. 
Paul Louis Hervier on vacash. 
Ariane Borg in from America. 
Louis Verneuil off for vacation. 
Jean Rico marrying Carmen Boni. 
Jean Girandoux finished ne* play. 
Marianne Oswald in from London. 
Michel Levine back from London. 
Danielle Darriewx to Boldog, Hun- 
| gary. 

Marcelle Bordas at Casino de la 
Baule. 





| €retta, 


seilles, 

Grace Moore vacationing in Swit- 
zerland. 

Four new French films commenced 
ilast week. 
Red ribbon of Legion of Honor for 
| Julien Duvivier. 
! 
' 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


Eddy Lombard throwing luncheon 
party for friends. 

Theatre Isola changing 
Theatre George VI. 

Maurice Dekobra choosing ‘Mete- 
ore 39’ as his next film. 

Louis Forestier engaged as new 
Opera orchestra director. 

Boris Nazaroff, former dancer with 
Pavlowa, now Paris guide. 

Palm Beach Casino, Cannes, closed 
three days as result of strike. 

Corinne Luchaire in from Tondon 
to do film for Leonide Moguy. 


| dor with ‘Balalaika’ next month. 
Albertini Bros. in North Africa. 
Geoffrey Capstick on vacash. 
Tito Valdez signing with Clifford 
Fischer for London Casino revue. 


| Radio City, to Italy for look around. 
Annabella writing series for l’In- 
jtransigeant on Hollywood experi- 
ences. 


for scenes ot Leon Mathot’s ‘Le Re- 
| volte.’ 
| Nancie Monteaux, back from the 
| States’ opening dance recitals at 
Evian. 

Chrysis de la Grange in after 
month’s appearance at Wintergarden, 
Berlin. 

Maurice Chevalier, Jo Bouillon and 
Ray Ventura touring Belgium and 
Holland. 


opposite Jean Gabin. 


Budapest 
Albert Siena eine on a visit. 


Danielle Darrieux due 
outside shots of her new feature. 





to plav in Hungarian version of ‘Our 
Town.’ 

Ferenc Molnar will have no new 
play this season. Writing a novel 
instead. ; 

Helge Roswaenge, Danish operatic 
tenor, proprietor of a large bakery 
in Budapest. 
| Arnold Rose, for vears 
master of Vienna Opera and 
harmonic, pensioned. 

Gilbert Miller here Showing 
Budapest to General Pershing’s son 
and daughter-in-law. 

nmerich Kalman. with wife and 


concert 
te 
Phil- 


familv, moved to Zurich from Vien- 
na. his residence for 25 veai 
| Melchior Lengve! havins ht op 
eration to remove after-effect of a 
Sroadwav automobile accident 
Miss Arizona, hos of Budapest's 
Arizona night club, opening a road- 
houce on the Vienna-Budapest oa 1 
Ernest Dohnanvi, head of Buda- 
nest High School of Music, signed 


for a tour of Germany. to figure in 
10 recitals as pianist and conductor 


Al Margolies has a name for pic-} 
tures about India and the Far East, | 


calls | 


Following a week at the Chicayo, 


re- | 


doesn’t want any billing as straight | 


‘The | 


American,’ which the WPA will pro- | 
duce. Also composing the music for | 


Michel Levine completed new Op- | 


Two new cinemas opened in Mar- | 


name to| 


Maurice Lehmann to open Moga- | 


Andrews Engleman off to Toulouse | 


Simone Simon, in from New York. | 
readying to make ‘La Bete Humaine,’ | 


here for 


Robert Virovay, young violin | 
| prodigy, contracted for American 
tour. 


Paul Lukas due nere next month) 


CHATTER 





| London 


; Eddie Carroll with poisoned arm 
in a sling. 


motor car smash. 

The Jack Harrises vacationing in 
the south of France. 

Leona Franks, of the Four Franks, 
‘betrothed to Chicago non-pro. 

Bebe Daniels’ mother over here on 
vacation, her first trip to England. 

Archie de Bear has 
McKeigue in his publicity business. 

‘Tops Everything’ is the title of 


unit. 

Steve Geray has bought new house 
in Hampstead and doing his 
decorating. 

Mary Boland here for 10 days and 
then returns for the new Jack Ben- 
ny picture. 

Cinda Glenn, vacationing in the 
south of France, may go into the 
new Folies Bergere show. 

Gladys Tudor - Owen, formerly 
publicity hound for Palladium, has 
launched out on her own. 

Not generally known that Way & 
Waller. West End estate agents, is 
partly owned by Jack Waller. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has disposed of 
his Stoll Film studios, Cricklewood, 
to firm of airplane manufacturers. 

Teddy Joyce has his own fan club, 
| Which numbers 2,000, and expected 


year. 

| The Embassy Club, recently ac- 
|quired by Martinus Poulsen 
| backers, is being turned into a Bottle 
| Club. 

| Dorothy Seacombe, star of silents, 
will return to the screen after seven- 
year absence, in support of Claude 
| Hulbert. 

| Maurice Elvey directing “The Re- 
turn of the Frog’ fo1 
| which will once more feature Gor- 
don Harker, 

Val Guest has just signed new 
| three-year contract as scripter with 
| Gainsborough Films, subsidiary of 
Gaumont-British. 

Herman Stein, after two years in 
the London office of Music Corp. of 
America, off to Hollywood to get a 
slant on pictures. 

Rex Harrison taking month’s holi- 
day from ‘French Without Tears,’ 
now in its second year at the Cri- 
terion. Mackenzie Ward subbing. 

Earl Bailey, head of Music Corp. 


|} and Stone for the new Grosvenor 
House floor show, opening Sept. 23. 
William Richardson sails for New 


York to work on new Ernest Hem- | 


|ingway play, ‘The Fifth Column,’ 
for D. A. Doran, which will be pro- 
duced on Broadway in the fall. 

Otto Horcher, who 
restaurant at St. Regis till he was 
told to close, is said to have been 
notified to get out of England, with 
local papers keeping it a secret. 

Herbert Eccles, who introduced the 
Hollywood Doubles in England, leav- 
ing the troupe to produce in Aus- 
‘tralia for Ernest C. Rolls, who now 
controls the Williamson theatre down 
under. 

George Deally. formerly manager 
of the Rialfo for Associated British 
Picture Corp., takes over manager- 
ship from Bill Pepper at the Regal 
next month when latter goes with 
Warner Bros.’ Warner theafre. 

Charles Forsythe (Forsythe, Sea- 
mon & Farrell), now a fully fledged 
|agent, operating with a London 


| vaudeville road show, headed by Ed- 
| die Peabody, the Peters Sisters and 
| his own combination, with Dorothy 
| Crooker and 12 Sherman Fisher girls 
‘in support. Show has tryout at 
| Chelsea Palace, Aug. 22. 


Long Island 


Gene Fowler selling his home at 
Kew Gardens. 
| Park department sponsoring barber 
| shop quartet contest. 

Four WPA symphonic park con- 
certs weekly in Queens cutting into 
theatres’ take. 

John Cusack, assistant manager of 
Loew’s Plaza, Corona, returned Mon- 
day (15) from vacation. 

Jules Pincus, manager of Lefferts 
theatre. Richmond Hill, back fishless 
from two weeks at Toms River, N. J. 

Irving Stein, manager 
theatre, Ozone Park, 
celebration in honor of 
eolden wedding anniversary. 
~ Verdict Corp., headed by Abraham 
Levy, took over Jerome theatre, 
Richmond Hill, last week. Walter 
Kenny, formerly of Newark, N. J., is 
new manager. 

Rernard Zelenko, manager of 
Valencia. Jamaica, back from three 
weeks in New Hampshire” with 
Gilbert Marbe, mer. of Loew's Zieg- 
feld, Manhattan. 


Park Ave. theatre. Jack 


parents’ 


on Height 


600-seatcr. opens tonight (17) with 
Thomas Mack, formerly manager of 
Palace. Corona, in charge, assisted 
bv Josenh Gas: 

S ce t ne weekly celeb 
} First had Sidney Fox. G! ’ 
S { Ve } i 7 T i f le 


Merman 
Harrv Gabriel. manager of Roose- 


ve] theatre, Woodhaven. eturns 
Monday (22) after 10 days in Con- 
necticut Arthur McCarthy: asst. 
: aver of Rainbow theatre 


subbing 


Ww Wiamshburs 
Abe Kaplan, 


formerly at Loew’s 


Georgie Harris out of hospital after | 


joined Mat. | 


Charles L. Tucker's new vaudeville | 


to reach 10,000 by the end of the} 


and | 


British Lion, | 


of America in London, is after Ross} 


operated his| 


of State | 
held house | 


Valencia, Jamaica, now at the 
Willard, Woodhaven, as assistant to 
George E. Kann, manager, who re- 
turns Monday (29) from annual 
| month at Oakdale, L. I. 
| Theodor Freytag, manager of the 
RKO Richmond Hill, due in from 
Chicago vacation Friday (19). 
Heinz, temporarily out as manager 
of Alden theatre, Jamaica, during 
summer policy of road shows, has 
been subbing, with aid of Vincent 
Hayes, his assistant 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





own | 


Mary Chamberlain, Broadway 
player, returns to New York Sept. 1. 
Paul Beisman, manager of Munici- 
pal Theatre Assn., meets F. W. A 
Vesper, chairman of the assn’s rep- 


ertory committee, in New York Oct. | 


3, to discuss plays for next season. 

Jim Harris, p.a. at Loew’s, back 
from vacation. Edward Richardson, 
treasurer, starting on one, 

Local theatre owners, film ex- 
change heads, etc., will powwow soon 
on a campaign to publicize films. 

Donald Foster, manager of Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., Chamber of Com- 
merce, in charge of seat sale cam- 
|paign of St. Louis Symph. Successor 
ito Arthur Gaines, general manager, 
who resigned several weeks ago, will 
be named next month. 

Mike Cullen, who has _ replaced 
W. A. Finney as diviison manager of 
Loew’s midwest theatres, in town for 
several days’ huddle with Harold W. 
‘Chick’ Evans, manager of Loew’s. 

Leo Maginn, barrister, has bought 
into the Grand Opera Playhouse, Inc., 
which plans to present legit at pop 
prices next fall. He'll also p.a. 

Theodore Adolphus, ballet master. 
iand Al White, Jr., dance director of 
| Municipal Theatre Assn., will remain 
{in town four weeks at conclusion of 
al fresee season to operate the 
dance school. 

Bill Stein, Music Corp. of America 
exec, in town to take in ‘Gingerbread 
Man.’ 
| William Zalken. p.a. for Municipal 
Theatre Assn. and Symphony Society, 
planning to open his own publicity 
agency here. 
| Delegates to the International Ty- 
| pographical Union convention were 
permitted by execs of Mun Theatre 
|Assn. to watch rehearsal of 
Boat’ after they had seen ‘Ginger- 
bread Man’ in al fresco playhouse. 


r own 


| Major Bowes’ ‘East St. Louis’ pro- 
igram, received 13,190 of the 16,116 
| votes cast by natives during the pro- 


| Sram. He does imitations. 


<csaeneieseeatinettineehtasiincimmei 


| Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


John Gilvosh, of National Screen, 
off to Maine. 
| Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, visiting Omaha exchange. 
| Father-in-law of Bennie Berger, 
| independent circuit operator, died. 


| Aug. 26 set for opening of Harry | 


| Hirsch’s Gayety stock burlesque sea- 
| son. 

| ‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) penciled 
}into Century for early Sept. at pop 


N. J. Canetti, artistic director of |County Council license, is forming a|prices. 
Harold Kaplan, State manager, va- 


cationing in 
woods. 

Metro held invitation screening of 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) at Granada 
theatre. 

G. A. Malafronte, Universal home 
office playdate department represent- 
ative, in town. 

Jerry Weisfeldt, of Warner Bros., 
spending couple of weeks in Milwau- 
; kee and Chicago, 
| Fred Finnegan, Universal office 
|Manager, en route to Conover Lake, 
| Wis., to fish and rest. 
| Eddie Lewis and Cedric Adams 
|arranged outing for 2,500 orphans, 
| with Barney Rapp orchestra provid- 
| ing music. 
| State theatre ballyhooed ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy’ (M-G) with 
sound truck, first time house has used 
this device. 


northern Minnesota 





Senhien 


By John J. Bartholomew 


Free pictures evesy Thursday night 
at Engle’s Pine Grove. 

Pocono Manor Inn celebrated 36th 
anniversary Monday (15). 
Chuck Wagon Pete’ 
Mountain Ramblers ete 
rison Park, Blakeslee. 
Tommy Pinteande’s Vagabonds and 


Klondike 


rtain «wt Har- 


Bob Smith’s Cadets alternete at Po- 
econo Alps Tavern, Henryville 

Fred Waring’s »~ersonaling at the 
Pocono Mountains horseshow ball to 
be held at Buckwood Inn Friday 

ht (19) for hospital charity 

The Aldan Funsiers Guild presen}- 
f D mna Due, Jo ‘nn Doyle, Ji 
Virginia Clark, Marvin Long nd 
Peter Railey in Roi Cooper Megru’ 
‘Tea for Three’ at Snawnee summe: 
heatre 


The Ensemble Art Trio, including 
William Schmidt and 


Guy Marriner, 

Alexinder Zenker, of the Philadel- 
a Orchestra, i resenting a serie 

f 24 concerts at The Inn, B < Hill 

Falls, Pa der the au es of t 


Buck Hill Musie Club 


John | 


‘Show | 


Alfred Haenel. who appeared on | 


a) 
lend 


VARIETY 


Holiywood 


Jack Whiting back. 

| Bud Lollier in Frisco 

Allen Jenkins to Chicag: 

| Gene Austin to Kansas City 

Bert Allenberg to Honolulu. 

Ed Fishman driving back east 

| Lee Shubert in from New York. 
Harry Wallin on two-week siesta. 
John Halliday clippered to Hawaii. 
Paul Buchanan back from Europe. 
Henri Elman here from Chicago. 
Bijou Fernandez vacationing here. 


Gustave Schirmer here from Bos- 
von, 


Ralph Rainger back from Broad- 
way 

Sam Hellman back from Mexico 
City. 

Arnold Konote may come east 
soon, 

Dorothy Lamour home from hos- 
pital 

Warners let Dick Foran’s option 
drop 

Tom Kennedy broke a rib in auto 
crash, 

Ronald Colman in from yacht 


cruise 

Wi-ma Francis back to stage after 
illness. 

Betty Mitchell in hospital for op- 
eration. 

Archie Twitchell awarded a pilot's 
license, 


Buck Jones on two-month vacash 
n east. 

Frank Perrett vacationing in High 
Sierras. 

Fredric March holidaying in High 
S‘erras. 


W. Ray Johnston in town for studio 
huddles. 

Margaret Sullavan bought a house 
on wheels. 


Tyrone Power planed in from 
Broadway. 

Margery Ford has been laid up 
vith a cold. 

Frank McCarthy to Boston as legit 


press agent. 

Joyee Coles here to join husband, 
Jack Kelly. 

Ed Robb and Harold Rowley here 
from Texas. 

Dick Eitelson in from New Jersey, 
vacationing, 

William Gargan readying for trip 
to England. 

Tony Brigillia won musicians’ golf 
tournament. 
| Marie Wilson and Nick Grinde will 
wed Oct. 21. 

Tala Birell 
| pendectomy. 
| Ray Whitley on p.a. tour of hill- 
| billy country. 

Carrie Jacobs Bond celebrated her 
76th birthday. 

Myer Beck off on his annual vaca- 
tion this week. 

Reg Marshall 
O’Keefe outfit. 

George L. Bagnall back from Ca- 
nadian holiday. , 

Hugh Arthur, from Minneapolis, 
ogling filmeries. 

Dolores Del Rio visiting her father 
| in Mexico City. 


recovering from ap- 


joined Rockwell- 


Pandro Berman recovered from 
sinus operatio 
| Flora Finch celebrated her 50th 


yesr as a player. 

Ethel Halperin and Jean Prignano 
| back to Chicago. 
Greer Garson 
maior operation. 
| George V. Denny here from N. Y. 
gandering studios. 
| Marta Downs has left the hospital 
|after an operation. 
| Margaret Lindsay hosting her 
| parents from Iowa. 
| Tex Ritter euesting at rodeos in 
| Colorado and Texas. 

Kenneth Thomson motor touring 

northern California. 

| William Desmond recuperating in 
Pasadena sanitarium. 

| Helen and Gummo Marx have 
opened their new house. 

Rudolph de Saxe joined David O. 
| Selznick’s research staff. 
| Will Hays tossed a luncheon for his 
'ranch guest, A, D. Lasker. 


recovering from 


| 
| 


M. Resid Anamur, here from 
Turkey, gandering studios. 
Porter Hall changed his mind 


|}about playing on Broadway. 

| Nancy Kelly hosting her father, 
| Jack Kelly, from New York. 

| Mary Louise Walliser here from 
|San Antonio to interview celebs. 

| Walter and Mrs. Annenberg in 
, town after Honolulu honeymoon. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Nate Rubin to Washington, D. C 


Lew Schaefer on an auto vacation. 

Dave Eldridge ogling ‘rawhat 
trvouts 

Billy Elder, Bijou manaze: 

ming 
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News From 


This department contains rewri 


San Francisco, Hollywood and Lo 





lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


tten theatrical news items as pub- 


ndon. VARIETY takes no credit for 








East 


Mayor LaGuardia exempts Labor 
Stage from usual $500 fee, but will 
insist on all fire and building laws 
being complied with. 

Chautauqua opens its music festi- 
val to 13,000 people, largest crowd 


since the President attended in 7°35. 


N. ¥. Joint Council of Office and 
Professional Workers offers $50 for 
the best one-act play about white 
collar workers. Similar prize for a 
‘mobile’ play which can be present- 
ed before trade unions. In conjunc- 
tion with New heatre League. 
Closes Nov.: 15. 


Sir Cedric Hardwicks addressed 
the Mohawk Drama Festival Sunday 
(14). 

Public Use of Art Committee de- 
clines to monkey with the IRT sta- 
tions in its work of beautifying the 
city against next year’s fair. Says 
they’re too dirty. 

Peter Holden back in ‘Our Town’ 
after three weeks’ vacash. 


N. Y. tells political candidates they 
are liable to fines or imprisonment 
if they tack their cards to public 
utility poles. Cramps their style. 

Lenore Ulric su 
for $6,700, which Louis Martin 
claims is due him for buttling from 
732 to ’°37. She won a request for a 
bill of particulars, claiming he was 
never regularly employed. 

American Music Hall production 


’ in White Plains |} 
|director, was held for trial in L. A. |} 


{plans to reopen. Was closed last 
| year under the gambling act. Owners 
think ‘purchased options’ will beat 
| the ban. 

Liner Queen Mary made it evens 


up by annexing the eastbound rec- | 


ord, too. Normandie due for a sprint. 

Phila. Storage Battery Co. wants 
to move the Philco plant unless 
strikers pipe down. 

Heat wave renewal, plus 
weather Sat., Sun. brought 
beach resorts. Nearly a 
Coney Sunday. 

Oliver H. P. Garrett’s ‘Waltz in 
Goose Step’ will probably see pro- 
duction this fall. Local Myron Selz- 
nick office fronting, but says a 
{prominent producer will finance. 
Nazi theme. 

Bretaigne Windust to stage ‘Great 
Lady’ for Dwight Deere Wiman. 

Equity classes Kaufman-Hart show 
as a spectacle. Gives an extra weck 
of rehearsal. 


clear 
joy to 
million at 





Coast 





Louise Stanley, screen actress, was 
granted a divorce in L. A. from Den- 
nis O’Keefe, film player. 

Clifford Robertson, former casting 


lon three charges of grand theft 
brought by two physicians and a} 
| dentist. 

| Dewey Wrigley, studio camera- 


man, was sued for divorce in L. A. 





| Le Roy and Lew Brice. From New | 


York, Barney Balaban, Bob Gill- 
'ham, Ned Depinet and Eddie Mc- 
| Avoy. 
| At the clubs it was necessary to 
reduce the nut and drop the name 
| entertainers. At Arrowhead, where 
George Lamaze is boss of the table, 
| Val Ernie’s orchestra has 
Emile Coleman, with Gloria Graf- 
ton having the warbling § assign- 
ment, and Harrison and Fisher the 
'dance features. At Piping Rock, 
which was to have had _ Sophie 
Tucker, the songstress, is Adelaide 
| Moffett, a blond beaut from Bos- 
| ton, who was at the Hotel Ambas- 
sador, New York, for a time. Gomez 
|and Winona ire present, while the 
band is Ted Eddy’s. Latter replaced 
Vincent Lopez who was lopped off 
because the casino is shut. Bands- 
man is still around trying to collect 
on his contract. Peter Higgins is 
the topper at Riley’s Lake House, 
with Sally Gay, Jean Landes, Wal- 
ter Donohue and The Vernons, also 
on the bill. Al Jahns has the band. 
Seasonaliy, after the race meet, 
the Great Union and United States, 
rambling old hotels on the main 
street, do a fold. The Union will 
remain open for a time, it being the 
headquarters of the New York 
State Republican huddle. Hotel ex- 
pects to recoup some of the 
trade blamed on 
edict, 1,000 reservations having been 
made. Figured that each politician 
| attending will spend at least $5 per 
day for the 10-day stretch and that 





the hotel’s take will easily reach 
| $50,000. 
Reported that prosecutor Simon 


| recently went to Manhattan to con-| 
district 


|fer with New 
| attorney 


York’s 
Thomas 


fiery 


E. Dewey. That 


this fall will probably be ‘The Girl| Wife asks $400 a month for herself | visit may explain the situation here, 


from Wyoming,’ western’ melier. 


John Van Antwerp wrote it. 

Museum of Science, 
Center, to get the Belgian Wonder 
clock. 
pal ports, astronomical data and time 
in principal cities. One hand on its 
93 dials revolves in less than a sec- 
ond. Slowest hand requires 26,000 
years to make a complete revolution. 

Lee Shubert going to California 
to see Tallulah Bankhead in ‘I Am 
Different.’ 

German plane flight demonstrates 
present impracticability of passenger 
traffic. Extra fuel needed for west- 
ern trip makes commercial trans- 
port impractical. 

Hal Kemp, orch leader, announces 
he sluffed the Mrs. in a Chicago 
suburb two weeks ago. 

- Annual lifeboat race for crews 
from steamship cos. set for Sept. 10. 
Gene Fowtsr telling his friends 


he is going to the Fiji Islands to be| 


alone. 

Five men were indicted by the 
N. Y. grand jury for the theft of 
$50,000 worth of moving picture 
films. ‘Taken from the Star Safety 
Film, Inc., it is alleged. 

Hebrew Actors’ Union planning a 
national chain of theatres. The 
Douglas Park, Chi., the first acqui- 
sition. 

New gag of numbers salesmen is 
to write names and numbers on a 
wall. Cannot be charged with 
handling tickets. 


Brazil instructs picture censors to 
delete Columbia and Grand Nat. pic- 
tures said to contain anti-coffee 
propaganda. Pictures not named. 


Concert at the Lewisohn stadium 
last Friday included three new 
works by members of the Phii- 
harmonic-Symphony, Bruno Labate, 
Theo. Cella and Arkady Dubensky. 
First two batoned their own scores. 


Arline Judge, in Saratoga to watch 
the nags, recovering from a slight 
case of ptomaine poisoning. 

Lee Shubert said to be consider- 
ing a series of tryouts at the Copley 


strawhats. 


Reich bans current issue of Read- 
er’s Digest. Doesn’t tell why. 


theatre, Boston. More definite than 


American Society of Teachers cf | 
Dancing in session in N. Y. all this | 


week. 

‘Pic business contributes $60,556 to 
the Greater N. Y. Fund. Of this sum 
$38,000 was contributed by the pro- 
ducers; the rest by their employes. 

Am. Conservatory of Music, Drama 
and Dance lists Margaret Anglin, 
Philip Barry, Arthur Hopkins, 
Gertrude Lawrence, Winifred Leni- 


han and Edward Sheldon as con- 
sultants. 

James William, top French ex- 
hibition parachutist, killed Sunday 


when 
Ripcord of 


at Lons-Le-Saulnier, France, 
he dropped 3,000 feet. 
his chute failed to work. 

Stockbridge (Mass.), music festival 
at Tanglewood, with Boston Symp. 
orch, closed Sunday (14) with more 
than 6,000 present. Total attendance 
was 38,000 at five performances. 

Daniel Frohman announces 57th 
annual benefit for Actors’ Fund wil! 
take place Jan. 22, ’39. Starting plens 
already. 

Maniac shot into the crowd at the 
police memorial services in the Mall 
Sunday, injuring five. WNYC, broad- 
casting the event, carried sound of 
shots over the air and gave Police 
Headquarters its first intimation of 
trouble. 


Orangeburg CN. J.) dog track 


Rockefeller | 


Can give tides at all princi-| 


and two children. 


Joseph Robert Bren, screen writer, 
divorced in L. A., and ordered to 
| pay $7,800 alimony at $50 a week. 


Sally Rand obtained a 


|camera shooters after a scrap in a 


| L. A. theatre. 


| Vera Steadman, former film ac- 
|tress, won a divorce from Martin 
Padway in L. A. 


| Separate maintenance suit brought 
| by Martha Pryor, actress, against 
Ben Bard, stage producer, was set- 
tled out of court in L. A. 


Georges Revenant, stage and 
screen actor, filed suit for divorce 
in L. A., charging cruelty. 


Marvy D. Cook, ballet dancer, filed 
a cross complaint in the divorce suit 
filed by Elisha Cook, Jr., in L 
She asks $100 a week alimony. 

Fortunio Bonanova, opera director, 
won a judgment of $1,012 from 
George Blumenthal, stage producer, 
| by default in L. A. He charged 
| breach of contract. 





| Damage suit for $26,926 against) 
Lupino Lane, London comedian, was | 


/non-suited in L. A. court. Oda Ba- 
|roda, tenant, claimed she broke a leg 
|because of a defective stairway in 
Lane’s house. 


Aside from a few small bequests, 
Warner Oland left his estate to his 
estranged widow, Mrs. Edith Shearn 
Oland, now on her way to Stockholm 
for the actor’s funeral. Will, filed in 
Los Angeles, disposed of an estate 
‘in excess of $10,000.’ 


Joan Manners, film actress, filed 
suit in L. A. against John Langan, 
dialog director, asking a divorce and 
| custody of their child. 


Gloria Stuart, film actress, and Ar- 
thur Grant Sheekman, screen writer, 
|married in Mexico four years ago, 
| went through another wedding cere- 
'mony Sunday (14) in Salinas, Cal. 
|Recent court ruling cast doubt on the 
| validity of Mexican marriages. 








Saratoga’s Respite 





(Continued from page 53) 





about holding its own with last 
year, although not up to expecta- 
tions. He added that all other tracks 
on the metropolitan string had run 
25% ahead of last season. Comment 
|} had nothing to do with the bookies 
|but principally applied to attend- 
ance. Some weekdays cards have 


been slimly attended, one of the low! 


| marks being registered with a count 
around 4,200 on the turnstiles. On 
the same day, however, the Pinker- 
tons claimed there were 6,500 at the 
| track. 

Few Names 


The Hollywood and picture bunch 
is certainly under other’ seasons, 
when the show crowd from both 
‘coasts were wont to gather here. 
Louis B. Mayer was here for a few 
days, then departed after buying 
a yearling colt for $14,000. Harry 
M. Warner, also here, is a partner 
in the deal. Others from Hollywood 
included Frank Orsatti and Wil- 
'liam K. Howard who were in a box 
Saturday (13) with Johnnie 
| Walker. Harry Cohn was still on 
|} the scene as was Doris Warner 


continu- | 
|ance until Oct. 4 in her trial on bat- | 
| tery charge brought by two candid | 


| also the coming meeting of the Re- 
| publicans. 


Pitt Nitery Biz 








(Continued from page 52) 





sicians have been’ shortened in 


tenders and ciggie gals have been 
laid off, but even so red ink has 
continued. 


Penn Minus Dancing 


After two weeks’ trial, William 
Penn has shut its Grill and for first 
time in years, hotel is without danc- 
ing. Removes from downtown 
night life what has always been 
considered Pittsburgh’s ace spot and 
one of Music Corp. of America’s 
biggest music accounts in the hin- 
terlands. 

Fortnight ago, Urban Roof, Wil- 
liam Penn’s summer room, folded 
and management moved George 
Hamilton’s band downstairs to Grill 
in hope of making a go of it under 
less expensive set-up. Failed to 
work out, however, and while biz 
picked up a little, it wasn’t enough 
to justify continuation, according to 
hotel execs, and Hamilton received 
his notice. 

While nobody would admit it, 
generally believed here that terms 
of Local 60’s recent agreement with 
nitery owners’. hastened William 
Penn’s closing. In return for lift- 
ing of remote broadcast ban, mu- 
sicians union insisted all local clubs 
| use Pittsburgh bands at least three 
| months out of every year, a clause 
| to which William Penn management 
| steadfastly refused to agree. 

Gerry O'Neill, 
|liam Penn, refused to say whether 
| Grill or Italian Terrace would open 
for dancing in the fall. 








| gone trio, local outfit, in Continental 
Bar. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Stan Widney, son, in 
Des Moines, Aug, 4. 
,ducer-announcer at 
| Moines. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Walt Framer, daugh- 
|ter, in Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. Mother 
is Nan Grayson, ‘Cinema Lady’ on 


WHO, 


| WWSW, Pitt.; father is with same 
station. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Eric Osborne, son. 


in Los Angeles, Aug. 12. 
a Paramount draftsman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Brickner, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 12. Father 
|is Metro editor. 
| Mr. and Mrs. 
Hollywood, 


Father is 





Tommy Harris, son, 
in Aug. 12. Father is 
| radio vocalist. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, in Newark, Aug. 10. 
Father is mai ager of Little theatre, 
| Newark. 

Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn Douglas, 
deughter, Aug. 14, Pasadena. Father 


| 


'is film actor; mother is Helen a- 
| hagan, stage actress, 


| 


replaced | 


| many European orchestras, notably 


slack | 
the no-gambling | 


economy measures; waiters and bar- | 


manager of Wil-| 


Only mu-| 
| sic at hotel now is by Billy Cati-| 


Father is pro- | 
Des | 


Sidney A, Franklin, | 
| by Benny Goodman 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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OBITUARIES 


SIR LANDON RONALD 


Sir Landon Ronald, 65, British 
pianist, ‘conductor, composer, critic 
and teacher, died in London Aug. 14 | 
after a long illness. 

He made his debut as solo od 
in the pantomime ‘L’Enfant Pro- | 
digue’ and attracted the attention of | 
Sir Augustus Harris, who made him | 

piano maestro and conductor at | 

Covent Garden, a position he re-| 

tained until he came to America as 
accompanist and conductor for Nellie 

Melba. On his return he was con- 

ductor of the Albert Hall Sunday 

concerts and of the New Symphony | 
orchestra, the London Philharmonic, | 
and in Manchester, Birmingham and 

Liverpool. From 1910 until last 

year he was principal of the Lon- 

don Guildhall school of music. Dur- 
|ing the reigns of Queen Victoria 
and Edward VII, he was frequently 
| the accompanist at State concerts | 
and had been guest conductor of 


in 1908-'09. 

He was knighted by George V in 
1922. He had conducted several mu- 
sical publications and was the author 
of some 300 songs. 


HALLETT THOMPSON 


Hallett Thompson, 67, also known 
as Frank Hallett Thompson, legiti- 
mate actor of the past, died in his 
New York, Aug. 13. 


apartment in 

His death resulted from self-in- 
flicted cuts of wrist arteries. His | 
| widow, from whom he was es- 


tranged, found him when he failed 
to keep an appointment with her 
and she went to his apartment to} 
investigate. 


He had appeared in numerous hits 


in the past and supported many 
| stars, among them Richard Mans- 
| field. He was at one time married | 


to Josephine Foy, who’s now living | 
on the Coast. Interment in Glouces- | 
ter, Mass., his home town, 


| 


| 
DAVID J. SELZNICK | 


| David J. Selznick, a pioneer film | 
'showman and brother of the late | 
| Lewis J. Selznick, died in Pittsburgh 
| Aug. 9 after a long illness. He had | 
| been managing Monogram’s Pitts- | 
burgh exchange. Mark Goldman | 
|succeeds him in the position. No 
| other changes contemplated. At one | 
|time Australian representative for | 
ithe Selznick enterprises, in latter | 
| years he had been in theatre opera- | 
|tion mostly. He was an uncle of 
| Myron and David O. Selznick. | 


| In addition to his widow, a daugh- 


iter, Mrs. Joseph Hart, and a grand- 
| child survive. 


| 








THOMAS A. HOOVER 


Thomas A. Hoover, owner of Elm- 
wood park, one of Oklahoma City’s 
oldest amusement resorts, died at 
the Hubbard Hospital Aug. 10 from a 
complication of illnesses. Hoover 
came to Oklahoma. 

He opened the city’s first dance 
hall. Later he opened Elmwood 
Park, at which spot he has stead- 





MARRIAGES 


Judy Starr to Jacl: Shirra, in New /| 
| York, Aug. Bride is featured | 
songstress and he’s string bass player 
with Hal Kemp’s orchestra. 

Lynn Bailey to Dr. Michael M. 
|Gurdin, in LaJolla, Cal. Aug. 7. | 
Bride is a Paramount player, 


Flora Stein to Jack H. Steinberg in 
Youngstown Aug. 7. He’s associated | 
| with his father, Henry Steinberg, in 
Ohio theatre operation. 








Margaret Elizabeth Philippi to 
Richard Blayden in Los Angeles, | 
Aug. 10. He’s a unit manager at. 


| Paramount. 


Thelma Eckman to Russell Mc- | 
| Cord in Los Angeles, Aug. 9. He's | 
a film editor at Warners. 
| Dorothy Felin to Ciiff Bergere, | 
| film stunt man, Aug. 13 in Las Vegas. 
| Templeton Fox to Bob Welch in 
|New York, Aug. 15. He’s producer 
of Kate Smith’s radio shows. 

| Sylvia Sidney to Luther Adler in 
| London, Aug. 12. Bride is a film and 
legit player; he’s a legiter, 





‘Dark Rapture,’ new song adapted 
and Edgar | 
Sampson from original jungle dance | 
rhythm heard in picture of same | 
name, is being published by Breg- | 
man, Vocco & Conn. Lyrics by | 
Manny Kurtz. 


| former 


| from the St. 


fastly refused to sell beer and closed 
each night promptly at 12:30, 





JEAN MAHAVIER MORSE 


Mrs. Jean Mahavier Morse, 34 
known in theatrical circles as 9 
member of the Mahavier Sisters 


dance team which toured the coun. 
try’s vaudeville circuits for more 
than 10 years, died at a hospital in 
Houston, Aug. 10, after a month's ill. 
ness. 

She is survived by her sister ang 
dance partner, Mrs Bert 
Sloan; her father, five brothers and 
two daughters, 





MRS. ELIZABETH GEST 
Mrs. Elizabeth Gest, 74. mother 


of Morris Gest, died suddenly in 


| Berlin, Aug. 9. She was apparently 


in good health six weeks ago when 
she was visited by her son. 

Other survivors are three other 
sons, including Simeon, who was 
associated with Morris in his the- 
atrical productions, and two daugh- 
ters. 


GEORGE A. TAEFFNER 
George A. Taeffner, 64, com- 
| poser, pianist and conductor, died 


| Aug. 10 at the home of a brother in 


Philadelphia. 

Taefiner led orchestra which pre- 
ceded Meyer Davie in playing at 
socialite parties. He also conducted 
Fricke’s Dancing Academy in Phila- 
delphia at the turn of the century, 


JEAN RICHARD 
Jean Richard, 85, died in Fort Lee, 


| N. J., Aug. 13. 


After a long career in N. Y, hotel 
kitchens, he opened his own Villa 
Richard, on the Palisades, which he 
subsequently leased to Ben Marden, 
who made ‘t the first Riviera. When 
the place burned down, Marden re- 
built on another site. 


ARCH ROBERTS 

Arch Roberts, 54, died recently 
after a long illness, which forced 
him off the vaude stage. He had 
been a baritone sirxer with revues, 
Burial at Litchfield, IIL. 

The widow, Bonnie Rossley, .and 
two children survive. 





ALLEN PETERSON 
Allen Peterson, 50, who operated 
the Palace theatre, Salem, N. J, 
died suddenly of heart disease at his 
home Aug. 15. 
fe had run the Salem house for 
more than 25 years. 





BEN HENDRICKS, Jr. 

Ben Hendricks, Jr., 44, film actor, 
died Aug. 15 in the Veterans hos- 
pital, Los Angeles. His father was 
well known in vaude. 

Leaves a widow, son and mother, 





JOHN LEEZER 
John Leezer, 65, former motion 
picture cameraman, died Aug. 6 in 
Vista, Cal. 
His widow survives. 





Literati 


(Continued from page 34) 





Ledger Syndicate years ago, has 
been handed a player contract by 
Warner Bros, 


John Erskine has completed a new 





| novel, ‘The Start of the Road,’ deal- 


ing with Walt Whitman. It is his 
longest work to date. Stokes will 


publish in October. 


Allen Saunders, former dramatic 
editor of the defunct Toledo News- 
Bee, continuing as continuity write? 
for ‘Big Chief Wahoo,’ comic strip 
syndicated in 127 newspapers. 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch staff pre- 
sented Oliver K. Bovard with il- 


| luminated parchment scroll and set 


of encylopedia upon his retirement 

as the daily’s managing editor. 
Philly Evening Bulletin, which 

recently raised its price from two 


| to three cents, hit a new circulation 


low for years on July 9 when sales 
sank to 407,342. Last year's av- 
erage was 512,321. 

Paul Y. Anderson, who was fired 
Louis Post-Dispatch 
after a quarter of a century with the 
paper, and most notably as its Wash- 
ington correspondent, pays tribute to 
‘The Greatest Managing Editor’ in 
the current New Republic to O. K. 
B., the legendary Oliver K. Bovard, 
m.e. of the Post-Dispatch. Latter Te- 
signed because of ‘differences’ with 
the Pulitzers, controling the rag. 
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Danny Rogers Vernon & Billy 


Vanettes 
Steamer Goodtime 


leon LeVerdie 
Creole Gardens 


6 Bits of Rhythm | Anne Bradley 
Ray Miles Vanettes 
Mitzi Mitchell Coley & Adair 


Markell & Faun 


Johnson & Grider 
= 23 Mickey Katz Ore 


Roscoe Simms 
Sherdina Walker Or 
Eight O'Clock Club! Henry Sanson Ore 
Sammy Morris 'Tony Granata 


DETROIT 
Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Beok Casino) 
Bobbie Grayson Orc 
Bill Conway 
Jimmie Stevenson 


(Meteor Bar) 
Californians 
Avis Kent 


Chalet 


Harry Collett Ore 
Armanda & Maria . 
Al Coda Co Frances McCoy 
Carmine DiGiovanni | 3 Orchids 
Elenore Rica Adorables 8 


Cocoanut Palms Saks 
Phil Skillman Ore Les Arquette Ore 
Jimmy Nolan Ralph Fisher 
Frank Tracy Chet Campbell 
et Benter To-Jo Farms 
Cor hh ae Phil Burnone Ore 
age Carroll & Gorman 


Stanley & Kaplan 
Cocoanutters 12 Walled Lake Casino 
Larry Funk Ore 


Eastwood Gardens Buddy Hayes 
emmy Dorsey Ore Webster Hall 


Artie Shaw Ore webster ia 
Geo Kavnagh Ore (Cocktail Grill) 


Charles Farrell 
Coyle McKay Ore 
Northwood ina 


Ray Carlin Ore 
Monty Wysong 
Lafayette & LaV 
The Guardsmen 


Oasis 


Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Ore 


: Henry Theis Ore 
anne Statler tae = 
errac kK 
race Roum) Erwin Klocka 


Frank Gagen Ore 
Ariaur Murray Co 
Jefferson Beach 
Ray Gorrell Ore 
Peggy Mecoli 


Westwood Gardens 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Peggy Pope 

Agnes & Gable 
Larry Cotton 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage | Claire Ray Gls 
Hughie Morton Ore | 49eelo Di Palma 








Baleonades Gay 90's 
Marty Gregor Ore Chet Clack 
. . Joe Klein 
j BIN Green's Jim Buchanon 
‘mmy Joy Ore Boogy-Woogy 
en Nealy Barber-Shop 4 
Hotel Roosevelt Petite Club 
Andrinis Paui Martin Ore 
Crest Nita Raymond 
liiiite fi Lincoln Terrace 
Ke Riley Ore 
Trudy Rice | Royal Worth Ore 
7 Danny White 
8 Hote} Schenley Rosalie Wynne 
owdy | Jim Penman 


Baum Ore 
Lazier 


t Chuck Collins 


| Orchards 
Elliott Ore 
| Pines 

iJ & B Richards Ore 


Helen O'Connell! 


Hote} Webster Hall 
ale Harkness Or« 
Cork & Bottle 


Jean Marsha!] 


Hote} William Pp 


Baron 


| 
enn | 


(Gri | Plaza Cafe 
Geo arill) | Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Ed Monn 2" Ore | Adele Curtiss 
@eneine: Billy Cover 
ily neental Bar) Chiquita 
lt atizone 3 | Bert Layton Rev 
! 
Jip allan Gardens } Show Bout 
J lich c 
Werbie Marriesn, - Al Marisco Ore 
Michael <tr., Ray Styles 
Shirley Grae ®® | Adelaide La Marr 
‘uth Steven | Betty Beegle 
; Newton Newton 
New Penn | : . " , 
Len Breeca Or Windmill 
‘ Johnsons ss Phil a. Ore 
owen 
> Nixon Cafe ele 
Tan kK | Joaquin Grill Ore 
i o.. Ore Al Greveo 
"99 Cart Clair, 
‘ aire sis 


[ Bills Next Week 


new grandstands with 80,000 seats, 


Willy’s Shore G'rden | 


which 


Oasis Arist’crats Or | 


| ern Italy at all. 


| actually 
not, the fact remains that the Ital- | 


| jans, 


| that 


| spreading such 


More Air Thrills 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 
Henderson Brothers are building | 





about 10,000 more than last year, | 


| for their ’38 national air races being 
| held at Cleveland Airport over the | 


Labor Day weekend. 


Clifford W. Henderson. managing | 
director, also speeding and hooking 
up several events an answer 
some carpers who kicked about the 
iack of thrills in the ’37 version. Al- 
though aviators com- 
plaining hazards 
one 200-mile stretched 
to 300 


MET OPERA TO REVIVE 
‘ORPHEUS’ AFTER 15 YRS 


The Metropolitan Opera will this 


as to 


turn 
added 


in are 
about the 


race 1S being 


season revive the Gluck opera, | 
‘Orpheus and Euridice,’ which has 
been out of the repertory for about 
15 years. No date has been set for 
the opening, but it will probably be 
| early in the winter. Dr. Herbert 


Graf is due back from Rome at the 


|end of the month to begin prepa- 
rations for it. Sets for the produc- 
tion have been designed by Harry 
Horner. 

Met is planning a considerably | 


expanded season, although ‘Orpheus’ 
so far the only addition to the 
repertory. The season will probably 
be extended, with the idea of cash- 
ing in on the N. Y. World’s Fair. 

Edward Johnson, Met general 
manager, who's in Europe in search | 
of new artists, has announced he will 
seek to sign Beniamano Gigli to a 
contract while he’s in Italy. The 
tenor, absent from the Met for about 
10 years, will sail from Genoa Sept. 
22 for American concert dates. 


1S 





Anti-Fascistie? || 





(Continued from page 1) 


showed an Italian wh an unfavorable | 
light, said Freddi. While such scenes | 
were not considered so seriously of- | 
fensive as to require banning the | 
films, Freddi said they were annoy- | 
ing to Italians, just as were scenes 
showed Italians as constant 
spaghetti eaters, or which stressed 
the picturesque primitiveness of 
southern Italy. Such shots, he said, 
were invariably represented as typi- 
cal of Italy, whereas to fascists they- 
did not seem representative of mod- 


Irrespective of whether Hollywood 
means to play politics or} 


used to regarding their own 
film industry as a strong political 
propaganda weapon, are convinced 
that Hollywood is turning out an in- | 
creasing number of films with po-| 
litical implications, and anti-fascist 
implications, at that. Freddi stressed 
that the Italian film authorities were 
not concerned with what these pic- 
tures might do to the Italian public. 
Even if the films were released here, 
he said, they would only stir the 
Italian public’s ill will toward Amer- | 
icans. But the Commendatore said | 
he found it most regrettable | 
that films which reached such a) 
large American public should be} 
‘false and 


| 
able impressions of Italians.’ He add- 





unfavor- 
| 


ed that if Hollywood continued to 
| offend Italians in this manner, he| 
considered a _ reaction bv Italians 
against American films and further 
restrictive measures against Ameri- 
can film importe as inevitable. 
Vets Nix Carneys 
Detroit, Aug. 16. 
Carnivals’ support among veterans 
organizations hereabouts, which have 


sponsored hundreds of carneys in De- 


troit in recent summers as a means 
of raising money, is about ended 
because ‘we are getting fed up with 
the carnival racket, Councilman 


national 
of the 
told com- 


Van Antwerp, 
senior vice-commander 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 


Eugene 


mon council last week. 

Practically all carnivals here i: 
the past several vears have been 
ponsored bv either vet organiza- 
tions or churches 


| Editor, Variety: 


CIRCUS NOT 
PASSING OUT 


Sioux City, Ia., Aug. 12. 


Have just finished reading your | 
frontpage yarn of Aug. 10 titled ‘Cir- | 
cus Days Numbered,” etc. 

It’s very true business has been 
bad this seasen. This is due to pres- 
ent conditions than anything else. If 
you'll go back over your files you'll 
find the 


circus business, as well as 
most af the rest of the show business 
runs in cycles. Last year, for all 
tricks, was terrific. This year it fell 
down. It’s only the showmen who 
have something to sell (ike John 
Ringling North) who can come 
through. W? are enjoying, at this 
writing, good business. I don’t mean 
it’s terrific, or turnaway, but it’s 
enough to justify staying out. After 


all, you’ve got to give Ringling credit 
for naaving Gargantua and Frank 
3uck to draw customers. And we 
are doing it daily. 

To say that radio and flickers can 
compete with flesh and right-before- 
your-eyes amusement seems to be 
off. And to say this phantom sort 
of entertainment has hurt the cir- 
cus is away off. If you could see 
the reception ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ 
Frank Buck gets in each city you'd 
know you were wrong. There isn’t 
a spot but the radio guy is on the 
lot begging for Buck on his station. 
The audience whoops when he comes 
in. And as for the giant Gargantua, 
they turn out in droves to see him. 

So don’t let those lads who never 
trouped try to tell you the circus 
business over. It’s been a hard 
year for everyone, but I wouldn’t be 
surprised if we’d stay out until late 
November. And we are not staying 
out to play to empty houses. 

Despite what they say (I mean 
those lads you seem to quote in your 


is 


{the Southwest 
jit expects to get coin, after several 
| weeks of discouraging patronage 
ithe east. 


paper) New York business is big be- | 


cause people still love circuses. As 
a matter of fact, New York 
ness, except on Saturdays, 


adults. And that at $3.85. 


is 70% 


So they 


| must come because they like it. The 


same holds true for other popula- 
tion centers. They come in droves 
and their excitement, as they enter 
not phoney, but real. Millions 


is 


| still enjoy and come to the circus 


and you can look at our books for 


| proof of this. 


Can, or would, the Ringlings tie 
up the millions they have in a sink- 
ing business? Of course, they 
wouldn’t. Maybe not next season, 
but the one after you'll see again big 
circus business. You have to sell 
and give a show for the money, 


something you can’t say the flickers|Second concert announcement. 


do all the time. We’ve got the goods | Emma Sacco, iron jaw. 
|phant, presented by Capt. Sells in 


and we are doing our utmost to sell 
it and, I am giad to say, we are 
fairly successful. Even with the 


Gardner Wilson. 


Beatty Joins Robbins 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 
With the Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty 
show back in Rochester (Ind.) win- 
ter quarters, five cars and Clyde 
Beatty have gone east to join the 
Robbins Bros. show, the junior Jess 

Adkins and Zack Terrell circus. 
Beatty and additional show join- 


ing Robbins this week in Bluefie!d 
(W. Va.). Robbins circus has been 


grossing nicely in the southeast and 
the show will continue in that ter- 
ritory where Beatty is a particular 
box-office favorite. 


Chanve Winter Quarters 
Charlotte, N. C.. Aug. 16. 
Charlie Sparks, former owner of 
Sparks circus, which sold 
to the Ringling-owned American 
Circus Corp., may bring his Downie 
Brothers circus to North 
about the middle of 
When he was operating 
Mr. Sparks 
N. C., his winter 
ber of years, 
old fair grounds, 
fall have just been 
respondence with a Sa 


the was 


September 
Sparks cir- 
Salisbury, 
for a num- 
being housed at the 
His plans for the 
losed cor- 


iend 


cus made 


home 


dise in 
alisbury f 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of August 22 
Robbins 
Ml HNeebor Ks 29. Harl a Car 
KE habetht 1 2 ‘3 SK n ‘ 
Barnes-Sells-Flote 


Con 4 Nel (ittu 1; 


busi- | 
| performers 
duction of Oklahoma 


|edy horse: Fmma Sacco. perch. 
|Margie McCrea, 
|maraka Jan ‘ troupe. 


| 


| 
| 





|shortage of money that affects the | 
| country we are making a little. 





Circus Review 





WORLD BROS. 


Mansfield, O., Aug. 14. | 

Struggling along through the mid- | 
west, World Bros.’ Circus, one of the | 
few of the smaller motorized outfits 


|of the current season likely to sur- | 


vive, played to spotty business on 
its hasty trek through Ohio, making 
only four stops. Outfit is headed for | 
crop country, where | 


in 
Show, according to execu- 
tives, all of whom are outdoor show- 
men of long exverience, has had but 


1 few profitable stands since it 
launched the current tour early in 
the spring, but, despite nciement 
weather and poor business, its spon- 
sors are determined to carry on unt 


the season’s end 


Its ‘nut’ pared to a minimum. show 
has been able thus far to withstand 
what is said by showmen to be the 


i 
most disastrous c 


decades Per 


ircus vear n many 
sonnel however, has 
been loyal and, according report 
around the show. not a pavday ha 
been missed. Ohio gave the show 
little or no business. with Indiana 
and Illinois, which will be played in 
hort order, expected to be no bet- 
ter. 

The show, piloted by the veteran 
Jimmie Herron, is moving fast, mak- 
ing not less than 50 miles a day, 
with onlv a few trucks. Program 
better than offered by majority 
the mud shows this most of 
the feature acts hav been on since 
the start. Tov is 100 round with three 
20’s. with capacitv around 2.000. Out- 
fit has dispensed with a menagerie, 
a few cages and a bull being ex- 
hibited in the annex, which also 
makes a creditable showing. Many 
stands which have been winners 
the show in former 
proving bloomers, it was 

George L. Mvers, veteran of many 
circuses, including the old 
Bros. 101 Wild West. is handling the 
equestrian duties with the show and 
the program, while well balanced, 
lacks varietv. Many of the verform- 
ers appear as many three and 
four times during the 80-minute per- 
formance. 


to 


is 
of 
season, 


no 


seasons are 


said. 


as 


the performance 
apparently pleases most of the audi- 
ence. 

Program: 1, Tournament stock and 
once around. 2, Intro- 
Inac. feature 
cowboy trickster of the after con- 
cert. 
Charles Pond. 4. Frank 
Satiro, perch: Swede Johnson’s com- 
5, 
contortion: 
foot 
Joe Franklin. oomedy. 
mule. 7, Barth and Meir, ladder: Es- 
peranza, Spanish trouve. traps; Mar- 
gie McCrea, ladder. 8, First concert 
announcement. 9. Emma Sacco, web: 
clown chair. 10, Tanamaraka troupe. 
harrel spin; Bartha’: perch: Frank 
Satiro, balancing. 11. Manage, Miss 
McCrea, clown. 


forming dogs in center ring. 13. 
Senior Murne, on the tight wire. 14, 
15, 


16, Solo ele- 


center ring, a good routine for a 
small bull. 17, Clown walkaround. 
18. The Barths and Meir, teeterboard, 
with excellent finish. 19, Clowns 
finale. 20. Five trained lions in steel 
arena back of center ring. presented 
by Capt. Sells, one of few of the 
smaller shows venturing an act of 
this kind. with biz so terribly off. 
Concert runs about 20 minutes, fea- 
tures Inac. and a groun of cowboys 





in this year’s venture. 


and cowgirls. 
Chester Grevory has charge of the 
kid show. which features 


Punch and Lecturer: 
Carmacitta. sword ladder. and kooch. 
Sem Moretta and Rodger Boyd are 
in charge of outside ticket boxes. 
Executive staff includes all old- 
timers. with Rin Winkel said to be 
one of the heaviest of the investors 
Andy Kelly 
iS an associate and said to be in 
financially. Kokomo Andrews is do- 
ing? the fixin’. Elmer Jones. another 
veteran. has the brigade, and Charley 
Donoyhue is in charve of the ticket 
wagon and auditor. Prize candy vag 


working stron’, taking uno nearly a 
half hour. with better than fair re- 
isults at most stances. Banners plso 


Carolina | 


helping show remain on the road. 
Macl 


Scared the Customers 


Norfolk, Aug. 16 

Hasty exits by several hundred 
people at Petersburg, Va., cut the 
attendance of the Robbins Brothers 
circus Aug. 11, exodus being due 
to breaking of terrific thunder 
shower just as the evening show was 
opening 

Even the calls through the am- 
plifiers failed to stop the rush fo) 
the outside when the canvas top 
swayed a bit in the grip of a near- 
gale. ‘All's Well’ was sounded but 
many of the audience did not feel 
that way about it and did not even 
top at the b.o. for money back 

Bulk of the customers, however 
kept their seats and watched 1+! 
three-ringed attraction to the ¢« 


for | 


Miller ; 


Wardrobe is a bit tacky. | 
i}but passable and 


3. Pony drill, center ring. pre- | 
i|sented by 


Tana- 
jugglers; | 


6. Bucking | 


12, Franklin’s per- | 


Henrv | 
Smith’s colored minstrels and band; | 
iDon Tavlor: 





erate nett NR | 


H-W WOULD VOID 
RECEIVERSHIP 
ON SALARIES 


Se. Aug. 16. 
The Hagenback-Waliace circus nas 
asked the Missouri State Supreme 
Court at Jefferson City to stop Cir- 


Louis, 


cuit Judge John M. Cleary, of 
Kansas City, from proceeding with 
receivership against it over two un- 
paid alary claim Judge Cleary 
named Kansas City attorney a é 
celver of tne circu Iter two pel! 
forme! Lucia Silberstein and Loui 
Henri Puigalon, had filed suit for 
ilary claim of $1 217 j $560 
The circu ipplication for a writ 
of prohibition asserted the pe rm- 


ers were ‘simple, unsecured creditor 

who had no right to have a receiver 
that the Kansas City court 
jurisdiction because the 
had left Jackson County 
now playing in 


named, 
lacked cir- 
and 


and 


cus 


was Nebraska 


| that John R. James, the receiver, was 


Miss 


and 


man.’ 
equestrienne 


‘unskilled as a cit 
Silberstein 
Puls 
bike 


LEWIS BROS. CIRCUS 
HEADS FOR BARNS 


Canton, O., Aug. 16. 

Lewis Bros. Circus, motorized, will 
head for the barn, Jackson, Mich., 
after two weeks in Ohio and West 
Virgnia. Show's recent swing through 
Michigan, said to have been most 
discouraging, prompted Paul M. 
Lewis, owner-manager, to call it a 
season after this month. 


cus 
an 
loop-the-loop na 


alon does a 


Show has been contracted for two 
days at the annual Zanesville, O., 
fair next week as the grand stand 
| attraction after which it will pick up 
a tew southern Ohio stands then 
head home before Sept. 1. 


Clem Over Son 


Lincoln, Aug. 16. 

Joe Webb, employee of the 
Parker-Watts circus, was fined $20 
and costs at McCook when the show 
played there Aug. 5 in an assault 
and battery suit hearing. Webb 
pleaded guilty to the charge over 
phone from Oberlin, Kan., where 
the show played the next day. 

Clarence Rogers, of McCook, 
charged Webb had kicked and struck 
him following an argument on the 
show grounds after the night show. 
Rogers had attempted to persuade 
his son, working on the show, to 
leave and go home with him. Webb 
and Rogers then became involved 
in the altercation. 


Replaces Olentangy 
Columbus, O., Aug. 16. 
Newest central Ohio ballroom ven- 
ture has been launched at the mu- 
nicipal zoo park, near here by Leo 


Haenlein, for many years’ co- 
operator of Olentangy park. The 
new pavilion will operate nightly, 


with a park plan policy. New floor 
60 x 100 feet has been installed. 

Percy Lowery’s local orch is cur- 
rently at the new spot, which is fast 
being developed into an amusement 
park, three rides and a miniature 
railway having been added this 
spring, all from the former Olen- 
tangy amusement center. 


GIMMICK GETS GAGGED 

Detroit, Aug. 16. 
Seized as operators of a gyp game 
at Jefferson Beach here, Harry 
|Modele and Abe Levine were fined 
$100 and costs last week by Justice 
of Peace Wilbur F. deld 
Mt. Clemens. 


in Suburban 


Followed complaints that visito: 
had lost considerable money « a 
wheel which police said cone 
trolled by electr: de 

Legion Takes Fair 

Legionr re $ 
yea! Roanoke F : 
5-10 th e¢ 
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BARRETT WILLOUGHBY 


315 HILLCREST ROAD 


SAN Cartos, CALIFORNIA 


en ae July 27, 1938 
Dear Henry Hathaway: 


Just by accident I happened to see the preview of 
Paramount's version of my book, Spawn of the North. Despite 
the fact that the picture is an adaptation which does not 
closely follow my Alaska novel, you have turned out such a 
splendid, breath-taking picture of Alaska that even I, a 
jealous author concerned for her brain-child, was com- 
pletely carried away as I watched. My sincere congratula- 
tions, Mr. Hathaway, on your masterly job of directing. 











The audience was by turns awed, laughing, gasping, 
admiring, spell-bound and breathless. A girl near me wept 
profusely over George Raft. in his death scene. (I could 
scarcely keep from embracing her!) After the picture got 


underway, though,’I became so absorbed in it that I forgot 
all about the audience. 


For a couple of days after the preview friends kept 
phoning me they heard the picture discussed in the stores 
and garages and other places of business on the Peninsula 
where they happened to be, and nearly everyone was planning 
to see 1t again. The men were all wild about the fight at 
the fish trap. They say it is the best fight ever filmed. 
The little seal and the pictures of wild life--the salmon 
run, the bears and the eagles caught the fancy of the 
children and women, from what I can hear. Many have men- 
tioned the introductory music with enthusiasn. ' 





Personally, I don't think the cast could be 


improved upon. Tamiroff was so real I wanted to shoot him 
myself! 





Spawn of the North was the first preview I ever saw! 


a Yours, with sincer dmiration, 


























